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WEEK ONE

Day One

1 Samuel 3:1

A TRUSTED MENTOR
“The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli” (1 Samuel 3:1a).

We understand God’s Word better if we have a mentor who loves His Word. Eli had his weaknesses, but Samuel began his ministry as a boy under this experienced man’s leadership. Samuel respected Eli’s position even though he could not always respect the man. Who is mentoring you?

Prayer:  Lord, bring others who love You into my life to help me grow spiritually.

Day Two

1 Samuel 3:1

HANDLE WITH PRAYER
“In those days the word of the Lord was rare” (1 Samuel 3:1b).

Because of the lack of spiritual depth in those days, God did not trust many people with a fresh word from His lips. He chose Samuel, a small boy, through whom to speak. Can God trust you with His Word? Will you handle it with care and prayer?

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, speak to me and through me to bless others.

Day Three

1 Samuel 3:1

SIGHT BUT NO VISION
“. . . there were not many visions.” (1 Samuel 3:1c)

Helen Keller, who was blind, said, “The most pathetic person in the world is someone who has sight but has no vision.” Not everyone receives a miraculous vision from God, but everyone can seek a clearer vision of who God wants us to be and what He wants us to do.

Prayer:  Dear God, help me to see more clearly the person You want me to become.

Day Four

1 Samuel 3:2

OPEN MY EYES
“Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, . . .” (1 Samuel 3:2).

Eli’s poor eyesight was an affliction that hindered his personal performance as an individual and as a man of God. It was also a parable for the fact that spiritual vision was rare in those days. What kinds of things might blind us to what God wants for us?

Prayer:  Lord, open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth You have for me.

Day Five

1 Samuel 3:3

A LIGHT IN A DARK PLACE
“The lamp of God had not yet gone out, . . .” (1 Samuel 3:3a).

In the tabernacle, the priests kept the lamps burning from sunset to sunrise. The incident that the above verse begins to describe occurred before sunrise, since they had not yet extinguished the lamps. It also reminds us that God’s light still shone in Israel, in spite of their wickedness. Are you letting your light shine for Him?

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me to be a light for You in a dark place.

WEEK TWO
Day One

1 Samuel 3:4-6

AN OPEN HEART TO HEAR 
“Then the Lord called Samuel.” (1 Samuel 3:4a)

Would God give an important message to a young boy? Obviously He would, because He did. Is it easier to believe He would do it three thousand years ago than to believe He would do it today? An even bigger question is: Are you listening? If He called, would you hear?

Prayer:  Lord, open the ears of my heart that I may hear Your voice.

Day Two

1 Samuel 3:4-6

WAS THAT GOD’S VOICE?
“Samuel answered, ‘Here I am.’ And he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you called me.’” (1 Samuel 3:4b-5a)

Samuel was not the last person to be confused about God’s voice. “Was that God speaking?” we ask ourselves. “Was it my own thoughts? Or was it even the voice of Satan, trying to mislead me?” Wait. God is not in a hurry. He will make His voice clear to you.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, I know You are not offended when I want to be sure it’s Your voice.

Day Three

1 Samuel 3:4-6

OBEDIENCE 
“But Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie down.’” (1 Samuel 3:5b)

Imagine Samuel’s confusion. He wanted to obey. He was eager to obey. He even “ran” to Eli. God places a high value on obedience. Later Samuel told King Saul that obedience is “better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). Obey what you know. God will help you with what you don’t know.

Prayer:  Dear God, I want to be quick to obey You.

Day Four

1 Samuel 3:7-10

WE MUST START SOMEWHERE
“Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord.” (1 Samuel 3:7a)

Samuel loved God and worshiped Him. But he was not experienced in hearing God’s voice. We all have to start somewhere. As you read His Word, His Spirit will speak to you and apply it to your heart. Read with a spirit of obedience, and He will show you the way.

Prayer:  Lord, I want to know You better and love You more deeply.

Day Five

1 Samuel 3:7-10

ARE YOU LISTENING?
“Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” (1 Samuel 3:10b)

Just as Samuel had been eager to obey Eli, now he was eager to obey the Lord. After realizing it was God, can you imagine the anticipation with which he listened? As we read and pray with open minds and open hearts, God can more readily implant His will and directions.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, I am listening. Speak to me and I will follow.
WEEK THREE
Day One

1 Samuel 3:11-12

AN EAR-TINGLING MESSAGE
“I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle.” (1 Samuel 3:11)

What have you heard that made your ears “tingle”? Something that reverberated and was hard to put out of your mind? Gossip? False accusations? Some tragedy? Or good news? We not only hear such things occasionally, we can also speak them. Be sure that if you communicate ear-tingling information, it’s positive.

Prayer:  Lord, help me to be the bearer of good tidings, not bad.

Day Two

1 Samuel 3:12-14

RESTRAINING BEHAVIOR
“His sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them.” (1 Samuel 3:13b)

Samuel mentions two sins: the sons’ contemptible behavior and Eli’s failure to restrain them. The wise man advised, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it” (Prov. 22:6). At the very least, make an effort to restrain bad behavior.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, give me wisdom to encourage good and restrain evil.

Day Three

1 Samuel 3:15-16

COURAGE TO OBEY 
“He was afraid to tell Eli the vision.” (1 Samuel 3:15b)

People don’t generally like to be the one who has to break bad news to another. If you enjoy it, we must respectfully observe there is a sadistic streak in your personality. Yet when it becomes necessary, God can give us the courage we need. Be strong. He will help you.

Prayer:  Dear God, give me the courage to obey You.

Day Four

1 Samuel 3:17-18

HONEST AND GRACIOUS
“So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him.” (1 Samuel 3:18a)

There is a time to be polite and tactful. There is a time to be honest and bold – even when it hurts. We want people to extend grace. We also want them to tell the truth. Jesus was full of both grace and truth. We must be more like Him.

Prayer:  Lord, help me to be both honest and gracious.

Day Five

1 Samuel 3:17-18

WHAT IS GOOD IN HIS EYES
“Then Eli said, ‘He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.” (1 Samuel 3:18b)

God does not need our permission to do what is good. Yet Eli’s statement reveals a willingness on his part to accept whatever God did as good, even though it meant something undesirable for him. Contentment lies in learning to accept whatever God sends, pleasant or unpleasant. He is a good God.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you for whatever You send because I know ultimately it will be good for me.
WEEK FOUR
Day One

1 Samuel 3:19-21

BE WITH OUR CHILDREN
“The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up.” (1 Samuel 3:19a)

A valid prayer from the heart of every Christian parent – “Lord, be with my daughter (son) as she (he) grows up.” God is everywhere, so He is with your child. But in a special sense; to bless, to protect, to prosper and grant favor – that’s what we mean by our prayer.

Prayer:  Lord, please be with our children as they grow up.

Day Two

1 Samuel 3:19-21

A STERLING REPUTATION
“All Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord.” (1 Samuel 3:20)

Benjamin Franklin said, “Glass, china, and reputation are easily cracked, and never mended well.” To have the reputation of being a man or woman of God is priceless. Samuel had such a reputation and people listened to him. Do people consider you a person of integrity, one whose word is reliable?

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me to be a person whom others trust.

Day Three

1 Samuel 3:19-21

GOD SPEAKS TODAY
“At Shiloh . . . he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.” (1 Samuel 3:21)

Earlier we read that the word of the Lord was rare in those days. Samuel’s obedience reversed that situation. Now God spoke to him and through him to Israel. If you obey the Lord, He will speak to you through His Word, the Bible. But you must open and read it.

Prayer:  Dear God, open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth You have for me.

Day Four

1 Samuel 4:1

YOU CAN TRUST HIM
“Now the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines.” (1 Samuel 4:1a)

The Israelites and Philistines fought for centuries. The significance of this battle? In subsequent verses we read about the death of Eli’s sons, a fulfillment of the prophecy Samuel received as a child in the tabernacle. God still sifts out the bad on His timetable, not ours. You can trust Him.

Prayer:  Lord, help me to trust even when I do not see the answer.

Day Five

1 Samuel 4:1

HOPING IN THE DARK
“The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the Philistines at Aphek.” (1 Samuel 4:1b)

Years after this time of conflict, Samuel named this place “Ebenezer,” which means stone of hope. Your life may be troubling right now. But trust in God. In the future, you may recall this day as a time you placed a stone of hope in anticipation of His blessing.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, even if the future looks dark, I will hope in You.
WEEK FIVE
Day One

John 20:1

SHE DID WHAT SHE COULD
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb.” (John 20:1a)

Faithful Mary. Loving Mary. In the midst of her grief, there was a duty to perform – to anoint Jesus’ body with spices. She could not prevent the crucifixion, but she did what she could – minister to the body of Jesus. Are you doing what you can do?

Prayer:  Lord, although I cannot do everything, help me to do what I can.

Day Two

John 20:2

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him.” (John 20:2)

Mary is not the last person to jump to conclusions. Her observation was logical: the body of Jesus is missing; someone must have removed it. She did not factor in the miraculous – a resurrection from the dead. God still surprises us with His out-of-the-box thinking. Expect the unexpected.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me never to say “never” when it comes to Your ways.

Day Three

John 20:3-5

THE SOUND OF RUNNING FEET
“So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, . . .” (John 20:3-4a)

There’s a lot of running in the story of Jesus’ resurrection. These disciples ran; Mary ran (John 20:2); the women ran (Matthew 28:8). The resurrection is news worth running to tell others about it. Who are you eager to tell about the new life we have in Jesus Christ?

Prayer:  Dear God, help me to share my excitement about Jesus with others.
Day Four

John 20:6-9

ANTICIPATING THE RESURRECTION 
“They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.” (John 20:9)

Soon after Jesus overturned the moneychangers’ tables in the temple, He said, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (John 2:19). The Jews missed the spiritual implications and thought he was talking about the physical temple. Instead He planned to rise again – and He did!

Prayer:  Lord, help me to live in anticipation of the resurrection – because He lives! 

Day Five

John 20:10-16

HE KNOWS YOUR NAME 
“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’” (John 20:16)

Jesus said the shepherd “calls his own sheep by name and leads them out” (John 10:3). Further, He said, “My sheep listen to my voice . . . and they follow me” (John 10:27). No one said Mary’s name like Jesus did. He knows your name too. Will you follow Him?

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, when You call I want to hear Your voice and follow You.
WEEK SIX

Day One

Luke 5:1-3

EAGERNESS TO HEAR HIS WORD
“. . . the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God . . .” (Luke 5:1b)

What a scene of eagerness! The people did not stand back; they “crowded around” in their eagerness to hear God’s Word. Are you so eager to access the Word of God that you open your Bible on a regular basis? Beyond getting into the Word, is the Word getting into you?

Prayer:  Lord, help my appetite for Your Word to increase.

Day Two

Luke 5:4-5

NEW ENERGY FOR THE TASK
“. . . because you say so, I will let down the nets.” (Luke 5:5b)

Peter was bone tired, having “worked hard all night” without results. His disappointment wasn’t the frustration of a weekend fisherman. His livelihood depended on catching fish. Then Jesus’ request made the difference. When your best efforts reap no results, listen for His voice. His reassurance will give you new energy.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank You for Your encouragement when I’m tired.

Day Three

Luke 5:6-10a

OUR SINFULNESS AND HIS HOLINESS
“Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8b)

Peter’s words seemed to send the Lord away. But his actions--falling at Jesus’ feet--said, “I want to be close to You.” Peter recognized the distance between his sinful nature and the holiness of Christ. Our hope is not in pushing the Lord away, but in drawing close to Him.

Prayer:  Dear God, please draw me close to You and cleanse me.

Day Four

Luke 5:10b

GOING FISHING
“From now on you will catch men.” (Luke 5:10b)

A missionary tells about an African pastor who took two Bible College students “fishing” with him and they led 46 people to Christ. Whether you “go fishing” or daily let your light shine, you are fishing for others. Is your Christian life an attractive lure for the unsaved?

Prayer:  Lord, I want to be a positive witness for You.

Day Five

Luke 5:11

LEAVING EVERYTHING
“They pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.” (Luke 5:11)

The disciples did not simply leave their boats and nets on the shore. They literally “left everything.” They left their means of livelihood. They resigned, without giving two weeks’ notice, and embarked on a new career – following Christ. What are you prepared to leave behind, if necessary, to follow Him?

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me to count the cost and drop everything that prevents me from following You.

WEEK SEVEN
Day One

John 2:1-4

NOT TOO EARLY, NOT TOO LATE
“Jesus replied, ‘My time has not yet come.’” (John 2:4b)

Jesus had a sense of timing about His life and ministry that few, if any, people around Him understood. Often we think God is too early or too late. He seldom, it seems, keeps our time schedule. But God’s plan is always right on time. You can trust Him.

Prayer:  Lord, I am determined to wait on You, even when it is difficult.

Day Two

John 2:4-5

GOD’S WAY IS BEST
“Do whatever he tells you.” (John 2:5b)

Mary had absolute faith in Jesus’ ability to solve the problem. Are you ever tempted in your prayers not only to ask God for what you want, but also to give Him advice on how it ought to be done? Real trust says, “Lord, whatever you want. Your way is best.”

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, I am going to trust You to do what is best.

Day Three

John 2:6-7

TRUST AND OBEY
“‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them to the brim.” (John 2:7b)

Filling the jars with water without rinsing them first would likely stir up the sediment in the bottom. Without letting it settle, the water would be full of sediment, not suitable for drinking. Nevertheless, the servants obeyed and filled the jars to the brim. He rewarded their obedience with a miracle. 

Prayer:  Dear God, help my obedience to be complete, not partial.

Day Four

John 2:8-10

SAVING THE BEST TILL LAST
“You have saved the best till now.” (John 2:10b)

The wine Jesus created surpassed the quality of all the other wine served up to that point. We are not surprised. God is good. A poet said, “God knows; He loves; He cares. Nothing this truth can dim. He gives His very best to those who leave the choice to Him.” 

Prayer:  Lord, help me to remember that Your way is always best.

Day Five

John 2:11-12

PUTTING YOUR FAITH IN HIM
“His disciples put their faith in him.” (John 2:11b)

Neither the bridegroom nor the master of the banquet knew the source of the good wine. The servants knew they poured in water and miraculously drew out wine. But it was the disciples who made the connection and “put their faith in him.” Have you put your faith in Him?

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, whether I see miracles or not, I put my faith in You.
WEEK EIGHT
Day One

Mark 10:17

IT’S A GIFT
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17)

Human beings have always thought we had to do something to get to heaven. In fact, He has already done what is needed. Jesus died for us. The best thing to do is invite Jesus into your heart. You’ll be doing the rest of your life, in gratitude for His mercy!
Prayer:  Lord, thank You that the finished work is done and eternal life is a gift.

Day Two

Mark 10:18

ONLY GOD IS GOOD
“Jesus answered, ‘No one is good – except God alone.’” (Mark 10:18)
Only God is inherently good. Everyone else – even in doing good deeds – often has self-centered motives. Any goodness we have comes out of our relationship with Him. The good news is: God sent His Son into an un-good world to rescue un-good people, save them, and fill them with His goodness.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank You for forgiving me and rescuing me from certain death.

Day Three

Mark 10:19-22

WHAT DO YOU LACK?
“‘One thing you lack,’ he said.” (Mark 10:21b)

Jesus, an expert in reading people, saw that this rich young man still loved his money more than he loved following Jesus. What keeps you from being all God wants you to be? Whatever it is, be prepared to dispose of it and replace it with total commitment to Him. 

Prayer:  Dear God, nothing is more important than loving and following You.

Day Four

Mark 10:23-25

CAMELS AND NEEDLES
“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:25)

Jesus didn’t say it was impossible for a rich person to enter God’s kingdom. It is difficult to the extent that people trust their money more than they trust God. Do you say you have no money? Then are you trusting something else besides God? Nothing else is adequate for salvation.

Prayer:  Lord, please help me to see how everything else fades into insignificance beside You.

Day Five

Mark 10:26-27

OVERCOMING THE IMPOSSIBLE
“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.” (Mark 10:27)

The Army Corps of Engineers used to say, “The difficult we do immediately. The impossible takes a little longer.” In reality, only God can penetrate or overcome some things that seem impossible. He knows the way over, under, through, or around any obstacle He wants you to surmount.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me not to surrender to the impossible, without surrendering first to You.
WEEK NINE
Day One

Acts 16:6

PURSUING GOD’S PLANS
“. . . having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the Word in the province of Asia.” (Acts 16:6b)

How did the Holy Spirit keep Paul from preaching the Word in Asia (Minor)? The Scripture does not say. Somehow Paul understood they were not to press into that region. God had another plan that Paul would have missed had he pursued preaching in Asia. Are you pursuing God’s plans?
Prayer:  Lord, help me not to confuse what is good with Your very best!

Day Two

Acts 16:7

BEING CLEAR ABOUT HIS WILL
“The Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.” (Acts 16:7b)

Once again, God gave Paul clear directions as to what they were not supposed to pursue. However, when God closes one door, He usually opens another. God’s delays are not God’s denials. Neither is He the author of confusion. Sooner or later, His will becomes clear to those who earnestly seek.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, my desire is to do Your will, wherever You lead me.

Day Three

Acts 16:8-9

PAUL’S VISION AND YOURS
“During the night, Paul had a vision.” (Acts 16:9a)

Not every dream is a vision from God. Some are the result of too much pizza the night before. But this was a legitimate vision intended to provide Paul with the direction he had been seeking. Whether God speaks in a vision or through His Word, pay attention to His message.

Prayer:  Dear God, make Your way clear and I will follow.

Day Four

Acts 16:8-9

THE GATEWAY TO EUROPE
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” (Acts 16:9c)

What a clear message! The man in Paul’s vision represented the people of Macedonia, begging for help. Instead of opening a door to Asia or Bithynia, God opened the gateway to Europe. Because the gospel entered Europe, it eventually found its way to us. Thank God for His clear direction.

Prayer:  Lord, help me to be alert to those who are begging for spiritual assistance.

Day Five

Acts 16:10

EAGER TO PREACH THE WORD
“We got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.” (Acts 16:10b)

There is no substitute for obedience. And the quicker we obey, the better. Paul and his companions lost no time responding to the Macedonian invitation. Once we know God’s will, the best thing to do is move quickly forward. They were eager to preach the Word. Are you eager too?

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me to lose no time in obeying Your call.
