[image: image1.png]SpringlLie




SpringLife Adult Lessons 2011

1. March 27 - God Wants to Speak to Us (1 Samuel 3:1-3)

2. April 3 - God Wants to Speak Through Us (1 Samuel 3:4-10)

3. April 10 - God Wants to Use Us to Reach Others (1 Samuel 3:11-18)

4. April 17 - Are We Listening, Will We Go? (1 Samuel 3:19 - 4:1)

5. April 24 - Easter Sunday (No Lesson) 
6. May 1 - Personal Obedience: Following the Call of Christ (Luke 5:1-11)

7. May 8 - Heeding the Master’s Instructions: A Celebration Miracle (John 2:1-12)

8. May 15 - Counting the Cost of the Call: Following Christ (Mark 10:17-27)

9. May 22 - Personal Obedience: Listening to the Spirit (Acts 16:6-10)
Adult Sunday School/Small Group – Week 1

Divine Appointments: God Wants to Speak to Us
Purpose:
To offer each person a simple, self-discovered process to hearing the voice of God in their own personal life. 

Scripture:  

1 Samuel 3:1-19
Theme:
Great Spiritual Reception - Simple ways to improve reception with God, so that you can hear Him speaking clearly. 
Break the Ice:
Option #1 

As a child, some of us may have played the game Telephone. Using simple phrases have one person whisper a message to another, then that person whisper it to another person, repeating this around the room.  Have the last person share the message out loud, and see how different it is from the original one. Be sure to laugh, this is a childish game and to be a success you will need to have fun with it.

Option #2

As a group discuss the following examples of bad reception:

· In the past week, have you had a call drop because of reception? How did you feel about that? How did you recover the conversation?
· Are there places in your geographical area that you know you will lose a call? 
· Has bad reception ever caused you to make major changes in your cell phone use? Like choose a different carrier? Or stand in funny locations or stretch to reach into better reception?

Discuss:

Looking over 1 Samuel 3:1-19 lead the group through these discussion questions:

1. Take a look back over previous chapters in 1 Samuel, what specific characteristics did Samuel have in place before he heard from God? 
2. After Samuel initially heard God’s voice, what characteristics can we see that he lived out and practiced that may have set him up to hear from God consistently?
3. What characteristics can you adopt from Samuel’s life into your own that would help you hear from God?

4. Listening to God is not always clear. Who in your life helps you understand that you really are hearing from God? 
5. What is the relationship between Samuel and Eli? Who is this person in your life?
6. Where do you expect God to best speak to you? 
7. Have you been able to set aside time to be quiet before the Lord? When? Why?
8. If God were to speak to you, what do you think He specifically would want to talk about? 

Apply:

After indentifying the steps that lead a person to the ability to hear God, and determining the people that can help you hear from God, take a moment right now and jot down some areas of your life you would want to talk your Heavenly Father about. 

Pull out your weekly calendar or think through the events of the next week. When will you set time aside to live out an active life of listening? Will you give five minutes for five days to hear from God? According to your list, will this be enough time? 

Finally, if we truly believe that God speaks to his people, how much do we live in the desire to really hear from Him? In your spiritual journey this week, start taking the steps toward a heart that desires great spiritual reception with your Heavenly Father. 

Adult Sunday School/Small Group – Week 2

Divine Appointments: God Wants to Speak Through Us

Purpose:
Begin to recognize the “Divine Appointments” in our lives, and take up the challenge to accept them with boldness and in faith.
Scripture:

Acts 10
Theme:
When God decides to speak through us, it may take us out of our comfort zones.

Break the Ice:
Have everyone in the group write their signature on a piece of paper. Then, directly below that have everyone write their signature again, only using their other hand to write. As a group, discuss what it felt like to do something that is not natural for you. At what times in life do you feel most out of your comfort zone?

Build a list as a group of the things you would all need to do in order to become more used to being out of your comfort zone. (To prompt this list, think of the things you would have to do in order to get better at writing with your opposite hand.)

Discuss:

1. Tell of a time when God used something out of the ordinary to get your attention.

2. Give examples of disciplines you use to seek God as Peter did in Acts 10:9-16.

3. When have the customs or behaviors of another culture or race felt uncomfortable or even offensive to you? What would it feel like if, like Peter, God called you to take up the habits and practices of another group so you could reach out to them?

4. Describe the last experience you had that you sensed was a “divine appointment.” How did you respond?

5. To what places or people might God be calling you to that are out of your comfort zone as Cornelius’ house was for Peter?

6. What other examples can you give from Acts or other Scriptures of the gospel crossing national, ethnic or economic barriers?

7. Name a person who you know is new to following Christ but is seeking to grow more. How might you positively influence their spiritual journey this month?

Apply:
Seek God as a group, praying for those that the Holy Spirit may be leading you to reach out to. Keep these names on the prayer list of the group and report on the opportunities God is giving you to reach out.

Spend time as a group right now repeating Galatians 3:28 multiple times. Memorize it as a group and recite it aloud together the next time you meet to ensure you have committed it to memory.

For the next week, have everyone in your group track their divine appointments, not just their regular appointments. Bring them all back to the next meeting and build a large list of the ways God is showing up in your lives—interrupting your calendar with His grace with unusual promptings or in unexpected ways.

Adult Sunday School/Small Group – Week 3

Divine Appointments: God Wants to Use Us to Reach Others

Purpose:
To lead people into writing their own “good news” story, as well as inspire and empower them to share that good news with their friends and family.

Scripture:
Acts 8:26-40

Theme:
My Story Can Be Your Story: Passing the personal Gospel (good news) from one person to the next. 

Break the Ice:
Option #1

Ask the group if anyone would like to share a story of “the best deal they have ever received on a purchase.” People love to get good deals, and love to share stories how they got that great deal! This story will help later on as people need an example of the excitement and passion we should have when sharing about the good news or “good deal” of Jesus Christ in our life. 

Option #2

Open the group with a few questions that will help them think through what “good news” can be. 

1. Which would you rather hear first, the good news or the bad news? Why?

2. Which do you hope to give first, the good news or the bad news? Why?

3. What was the last “good news” you were able to share with someone?

Discuss:
Lead the group through these simple discussion questions:

1. Embrace Surrender   “So he started out…” Acts 8:27
· In your own life, where have you been working to live a life of obedience?
· How much of a role has obedience played in your spiritual journey?
· Why do you believe obedience is so difficult for people? 

2. Join the Journey   “…and on his way…” Acts 8:28
· How long have you been on your own personal spiritual journey?
· What have you seen as the milestones for your personal spiritual journey?

3. Cultivate Intimacy  “The Spirit told Philip…” Acts 8:29
· If God spoke to you about specific areas of your life, what area would you most like to       talk to Him about? Why?
· What do you believe is keeping people from hearing from God? What today is keeping you from hearing from God? 
· What would change if you heard God’s voice on a specific area of your life? Would you follow? Why?

4. Practice Creativity   “Do you understand what you are reading?” Acts 8:30

· Together as a group, map out on a poster board the milestones a person must venture through to accept Christ into their life. Also take a few moments and map out the steps after a person accepts Christ and begins living for Him. 

5. Tell the Story    “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.” Acts 8:35

· Using the milestones outlined above, work together to map out your own personal journey through those milestones. Where are you personally in that journey? 

Apply:
This week, spend time recording your testimony of God’s movement in your life that led you to Jesus. Speak clearly of the milestones you walked through in obedience to begin a relationship with Jesus Christ. Share those personal elements of how you felt and what you struggled with in coming to the conclusion that this was truly “Good News”.  Share in detail how you finally submitted your will to receive the free gift of salvation found only in Jesus Christ. Finally, share your “gospel” or good news with someone in your life. 

A Good News Story:

Casey was a brand new Christian, and he knew that this decision was not going to go well with his friends or family. They did not understand why he was living so different then what he had only weeks prior. They did not quite grasp how or why his life direction or priorities had changed. Casey was different and they did not know why. 

Casey went through the same thoughts and project you have gone through today. After his small group met, he quickly went home and jotted down some notes that led him to write a five page document that was his personal gospel story. He wrote each step, being specific on the feelings and details or the milestones he moved through to know Christ as his own personal Savior and friend. When it was completed Casey took the bold step of sharing it. 

Casey didn’t make any huge moves, just a simple click on the computer. He posted his story on his Facebook account for all 531 of his friends to see. Soon the comments and feedback started coming in. Friends who knew Christ as their Savior like Casey celebrated with him! Casey had no idea how many brothers and sisters in Christ he now could call family! Many friends gave him a hard time for becoming a fanatic, and one even blocked him from being his Facebook friend. 

However, with all the feedback Casey received, his favorite opportunity for passing his story to someone else’s life was when a friend sent him a private message explaining that he too was searching for something more, something real, maybe a Savior too. Casey was able to share with his friend the good news of Jesus Christ, all because he understood the Good News he had experienced in Christ himself. 

Adult Sunday School/Small Group – Week 4


Divine Appointments: Are We Listening, Will We Go?

Purpose:
To reinforce the teaching found in Acts 16:6–10.  As Christians, our primary calling is to keep moving in a missional direction for Christ.  As we do, the Holy Spirit opens up opportunities for us to reach people with the gospel of Jesus Christ!

Scripture: 

Acts 16:6-10

Theme:
Divine Appointments with God and with those whom God wants us to minister to and reach during our journeys of faith.

Break the Ice:
The Adjective Name Game - Have each person in the small group introduce him/herself with an adjective in front of their first name. The adjective should start with the same letter as their first name. For example, one might say, "I am Bashful Benji." After the person introduces him/herself, the group gets to guess whether or not the adjective is accurate/truthful. Of course, the person then lets the group know whether the adjective was true or false. In this case, Benji is anything but bashful. 

Share your Divine Appointment - Have people share a time in their lives when they truly believed God had orchestrated a divine appointment. Ask the group, "Does anyone recall a time when you knew that God had orchestrated a divine appointment between you and Himself and/or you and another person. What happened?”

Discuss:

As a group, read the passage from Acts 16:6–10.  Discuss the following questions. 
1. What are your first impressions after reading this particular passage? What questions come to mind?

2. Acts 16:6 says, “Having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the Word in the province of Asia...” Have you ever felt like the Holy Spirit was keeping you from doing something? Who wants to share an instance in which you felt this was the case? Alternatively, have you ever felt like the Holy Spirit was prompting you to speak a certain word or do a particular deed for the cause of Christ? Who wants to share?

3. Notice in verse eight, the Holy Spirit prevents them yet again by not allowing them to enter Bithynia.  As the Holy Spirit is preventing them from entering certain geographical areas and preaching, what was the response of Paul and his companions? Did they return home? Did they stop in their tracks? Or, did they keep moving forward?

4. As they kept moving, what happened to Paul during the night? What specific instruction did Paul receive in the vision?

5. After Paul received this instruction/vision, what did he and his companions do in response?
Apply:
After the group has discussed the five questions above, spend some time fleshing out precisely how the Holy Spirit might lead your group to apply this teaching to their daily lives. Here are some questions that can help with application:

1. It has often been said, "Talk to God about people before you talk to people about God." A powerful practice in the life of any believer is to start each day in prayer. As it relates to this particular passage in Acts 16, consider praying early in the day, asking God to open up opportunities for you to minister to others on His behalf. In doing so, we tap into the supernatural power of God, as well as training ourselves to look for divine appointments throughout the day. With eyes of faith, we always see God’s hand more active throughout our days.

2. A key point of application that we learned from Paul and his companions was/is the notion of forward movement. In other words, don't be a quitter. Often in life doors are shut in front of our very eyes. It is so easy to get discouraged and “throw in the towel.”  Using the language of this passage, the Holy Spirit will often, "prevent" us from entering certain areas or speaking words to different people groups. Don't let that discourage you. Keep moving in a missional direction. Realize that God might have other divine appointments further down the road and if we stop/quit in discouragement, we will completely miss out on the opportunities that await us.

3. Throughout your day, listen for that still small voice of the Holy Spirit 

directing you to stop or go, speak or be silent. As a believer, we have the Holy Spirit active in our lives. As such, we learn to listen to the Spirit of God. Keep in mind that the Spirit never contradicts the Word of God. As you learn to listen to the Spirit, readily discuss that discernment with your small group and always make sure it lines up with the teachings of Scripture.

4. Ultimately, the Bible is instructing us to move forward, listen to the Holy Spirit, and minister to those in our paths as God opens opportunities. Therefore, the most important question we can ask ourselves is, “Are we listening and will we go?” Each and every day, we should consider this question. If our answer is “no” then we miss out on the divine appointments God has for us that particular day. If our answer is “yes,” we then open ourselves up to lives of purpose, meaning, and ultimately divine appointments with Almighty God and His precious children along the way. Let’s pray that God will grant us divine appointments and help us journey through life as “YES” people, looking for those opportunities to influence people for Christ!

Let’s pray together!

Adult Sunday School – Week 5
Easter Sunday

No Lesson

Adult Sunday School – Week 6
Personal Obedience: Following the Call of Christ
Purpose:
God uses people who personally respond to His leading.
Scripture:  

Luke 5:1-11
Getting Started:

1. Share with your group a time when you went fishing. If you have never been, share where you would go and who you would go with if indeed you were to take a fishing trip.
2. In your group, share your middle name. If you were named after someone, who and why?

3. Open your group up with prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to direct and guide your group’s discussion.  Ask for insight and wisdom to be revealed to each person.

Lesson:

As a group, read Luke 5:1-11.

At this point, Jesus is becoming quite popular. Luke records that news about Christ spread rather quickly (4:14, 37). Everyone wanted to be around this great teacher and see what He was going to do next. Chapter 4 highlights how Jesus taught, healed, and even cast out demonic spirits! Indeed, a dull moment would have been hard to find if you were following Christ around during the early part of his ministry. 
· This newfound popularity seemed to follow Jesus into the first verse of Luke 5. Why do you think people continued to crowd around Jesus (see 4:32)?
· Where do we obtain our spiritual teachings today? Are we eager to hear the word of God taught to us today? Why or why not? Share your thoughts with your group.

Jesus always managed to see that which most people did not see. In this story, He spots several items right away (vs. 2), i.e. boats, nets, water, and fishermen. In essence, He spotted every ingredient necessary for a great catch of fish, or more specifically in this case, a tremendous miracle to occur.

· What might you be overlooking in every day life that God wants to use for a tremendous miracle to occur? What are the specific ingredients?

With the crowds pressing in on him, Jesus stepped into a boat and shoved out from the shore. Along with a multitude of his “closest” friends, Jesus is at the beach doing His best to interrupt Simon’s routine. This professional fisherman probably followed the typical commercial fisherman’s daily agenda, which was to (according to Biblical historians) catch fish, sell fish, clean nets, and then head home. However, on this life-changing day, His routine was interrupted. When was the last time Jesus interrupted your routine? As a general rule, we don’t like our routines interfered with, much less by someone who we just met.

· Share about when God first “stepped” into your life and interrupted your routine?

Instead of teaching from land, Christ decided to enter into a stranger’s boat. Why do you think he opted for this newfound “stage” in the lake? Scripture continues by stating that he “sat down” and taught the people from the boat (vs. 3). In that day, teachers sat down to teach, whereas the pupils often stood. 

After Jesus finished teaching, he challenged Simon to head out into “deep” water and fish some more. It’s one thing to follow Christ and even to crowd in around Him for teachings, but the deep water (the Sea of Galilee is around 140’ deep) is all together different. Deep water is treacherous. The waves are high. Who wouldn’t want to be close to shore rather than out in water over our heads?

· What keeps us from stepping out in faith more often; out into the deep waters, and trusting that God will work a miracle?

In verse 5, Simon submits. Keep in mind that Jesus is a carpenter, not a fisherman. However,He is telling a professional fisherman how to fish. Have you ever met people who like to tell others how to run their life? Simon even expresses his frustration, yet he still yields. What holds us back from completely obeying Christ’s leading?

Next Steps:

Simon does in fact obey Christ, and success soon follows (vs. 6). 

· Ask one person whom you respect to weekly follow up with and see if you are obeying Christ, even when you may not understand or agree.

· Are you submissive? If not, why not? What is it about your spirit that keeps you from properly submitting to authorities, both spiritual and otherwise?

· How does the calling of Simon Peter, James, and John challenge you today?
Personal prayer: “God, I will listen when You call. I covenant to step out into deep waters, trusting You for survival. Remind me even now that obedience to You brings miraculous results in my life.”
Closing:

This passage uses the English word “catch” three times (vs. 4, 9, 10b). In the first two occurrences, the word simply refers to a catch of fish. When the word shows up in verse 10, the meaning has shifted. In the Greek language, the final “catch” actually means “to catch alive, or to catch for life.” Jesus completely altered the usage of this word. Instead of catching fish, these fishermen would be snagging souls. If Christ called His first disciples to save the souls of others, then has this commissioning changed for us today?

The last verse should perplex us somewhat. After a record catch, these men leave behind money and recognition to follow a popular teacher. Most likely, this event made Peter, James, and John well known in the area. If they would have sold the fish, they might have even been well off financially for a while. Thus, why would professional fishermen leave fame and fortune to follow this teacher?

Take time now to write down what it would take for you to leave everything and follow Him. How might your life look differently than it does now? Commit yourself today to listening for the Master’s voice, and obeying whatever He commands.
Adult Sunday School – Week 7
Heeding the Master’s Instructions: A Celebration Miracle
Purpose:
God uses those who completely surrender to His directives.
Scripture:  

John 2:1-12
Getting Started:

4. Share with your group a favorite memory of a wedding you attended, or details of something you envision for yourself one day.
5. In your group, share how long you have been married. If you are single, share where you would like to get married and why.
6. Begin your time together with prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to direct and guide your group’s discussion.  Ask for an open heart and open mind, surrendering this time to Him.

Lesson:

 Read John 2:1-12 aloud.
As you just heard read, Jesus is at a wedding and performs His first public miracle in a town called Cana in Galilee. This town was located only a few miles north of Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown. John is the only gospel to record this miracle, and this supernatural feat is the first of seven signs recorded in John’s gospel (vs. 11). All of these signs build in prominence and importance, culminating with Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:43-44).

· Do you think any of Jesus’ friends and/or neighbors from His childhood would have been at this wedding? If so, how much harder or easier do you believe this miracle was for Him? Place yourself in his shoes as much as possible. (See also John 1:44-46.)
· As the first miracle of seven in succession, what do you think it reveals about Jesus’ character and ministry? What symbolisms do we find the wedding, the water, and the wine? Share your thoughts with the group.

According to biblical scholars, running out of wine at a Jewish wedding was a serious offense in Jesus’ day. Guests would compare a host to a thief if he could not abundantly provide food and drink. How might this historical information shed more light on the potential meaning of John 2:2-3?

· In verse 3, Jesus’ mother informed her son about the wine shortage. In your opinion, why did she let Him know and not the wedding host?
In verse 5, we see Mary’s trust in Jesus. She doesn’t know that He will do something, but she knows that He can, and therefore commands the servants to obey any order given by Jesus. 

· If you were one of the servants in this story, what might have been going through your head at this point? Would you have eagerly obeyed the orders given you by Jesus?

· In your life today, how do you receive “orders” from Jesus? How could you be more like the servants and respond immediately without hesitation?

The Master of Banquet clearly states that the best drink was saved for the end (vs. 10). This practice was not the norm. Like much of the mission and ministry of Jesus, the miracle Christ performed here went against traditional logic and thinking. 

· How do we see the theme of “saving the best for last” paralleled in the life of Christ? (Think particularly of our recent celebration of Easter.) Does this play out in any way in our own lives?

· Christ worked within the culture to transform it, using a wedding as a platform for a miracle. How can we work within our culture today to change it?
Next Steps:

Jesus showed who He was through this miracle, revealing His glory. As a result, the disciples became believers (vs. 11).

· This week, ask a trusted friend or your pastor to frankly share with you whether or not they feel as though God’s glory shines through you. If you are bold enough, ask for examples.

· Are you willing to completely take directives from Christ? If not, why not? What is it about your spiritual walk with God that keeps you from fully listening and obeying?

· How does Jesus turning water into wine challenge you today?
Personal prayer: “God, I will continually seek Your voice in life. In turn, I will commit to obeying whatever Your voice tells me to do, in spite of the consequences. You want what is best for me, even if I do not know what that is. Help me to walk the path You have laid out for my life. Amen.”

Closing:

In literature, writers often employ a technique called “foreshadowing.” Simply put, foreshadow means “to show or indicate beforehand.” It was not an accident that Jesus changed water into wine. Jesus had a purpose behind every action He took. In John 13, Jesus shared a final meal with His disciples where they ate and drank. Early Christians remembered this meal, and the death and resurrection of Christ, by partaking in the Eucharist, or Lord’s Supper (see 1 Cor. 11:23-26). In our story, wine possibly served as a foreshadowing of what was to come for Christ. His blood was spilled so that our sins could be forgiven. How might this knowledge impact your rereading of John 2:1-11 and your partaking of the Lord’s Supper?

This passage uses a normal, yet formal, part of life (a wedding) to set the stage for Christ’s first miracle, turning water into wine. Christ continually ministered in this way throughout His time in the public’s eye. Can you name other ways He took the natural and gave it a supernatural application?

Take time now to write down what it would take for you to fully put your faith in Jesus, as the disciples did (vs. 11). How might your life look differently if you did fully trust in His guidance? Commit yourself today to trusting Christ, and obeying His directives.
Adult Sunday School – Week 8
Counting the Cost of the Call: Following Christ with all our Time, Talents, and Treasures
Purpose:
God uses those who give up everything to walk in His way.

Scripture:  

Mark 10:17-27
Getting Started:

7. Take time to simply be silent before God. Quiet yourselves in order to focus on Him.

8. Pray, ask the Holy Spirit to open your hearts and minds to His leadings and insight.
9. Share with the group the nicest car you have ever driven. Were you nervous driving it? Who owned the car?
Lesson:

Read Mark 10:17-27 as a group.

The story of the Rich Young Man is a familiar story to many of us, especially if we have grown up in church. As the narrative unfolds, Mark tells us a man (v. 17) ran up to Christ. Upon reaching the Great Teacher, the man fell down on his knees before Jesus. Two thoughts arise as we begin to delve deeper into this text. They both address the initial interaction between the man and Christ. Divide up into two smaller groups and assign each group one of the questions below. Share your answers with the large group when you reconvene.

· Why did the man feel it necessary to fall down on his knees in front of Jesus? Why not just run up and shake hands? Or why not go all the way down to the ground and plant his face in the dirt?

· In verse 17, we also see the man addressing Christ as “Good Teacher.” If you remember back to the first lesson in this series on Luke 5, Simon Peter initially called Christ “Master” or “Teacher.” However, after the miracle, Peter called Jesus “Lord.” Looking at our story today, skim ahead and see if the Rich Young Man ever changes and calls Jesus “Lord.” Why do you think this shift occurred with Peter, James, and John in Luke 5 but not with this man? 

Early in the encounter, the man asked Jesus the right question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17). So much of the Christian life begins by asking the right questions. Depending on your stage in life and your spiritual journey, what questions might you need to ask of Christ right now in order for you to keep growing in your faith? Pair off within the group. Share with your partner one question you need to ask God in order for your spiritual life to mature.

In verse 19, Jesus essentially repeats some of the core mandates from the Ten Commandments in the Old Testament (Deut. 5). The rich man responds by saying he has obeyed these rules most of his life (v. 20). He is simply stating that he is, and has been, a “good” person. Have you ever shared your faith with a non-believer, and they retorted that they are spiritually ok. Why? They are a “good” person, and that is good enough, right? 

· Why is it so easy to become caught up in doing good and lose sight of being with the Creator of all that is good? What influences cause us to lean to towards or rely on “doing” more, i.e. our culture, our family, our church, ourselves? Why?

· Like this man, what keeps you from cultivating your relationship with Christ as you should?

In this same account in Luke’s Gospel (Ch. 18), the man is labeled a “ruler.” Apparently, this rich man was more than simply wealthy. He potentially had persons underneath him over which he governed. In spite of his fortune and power, the rich young ruler could not fully submit to God. Christ was able to discern this ruler’s true love. 

· Take some time silently to honestly evaluate the true love of your life. Is it Christ? Or is it your spouse, kids, family, friends, job, etc. over and above your God? Do your best to answer this question as frankly as possible.

The love of money causes bizarre actions. People disown family members over it. They make it their ultimate goal in life. They sacrifice time and energy for it. They even use it to figure out how to make more of it, and, if not careful, make it their god. Sam Walton, the founder of Wal-Mart, lost a million dollars in one day several years ago. A reporter asked him his feelings and thoughts on the incident, and he quickly replied, “It’s just paper.” 

· How might you serve God more with your money within the next month? How would this principle practically play out in your life, and in the life of your family?

· God is the only entity in life that can control you without destroying you. Why is it so easy to allow the love of money to garner a bigger spot in our hearts than it should?
Next Steps:

Sadly, the rich young ruler allowed his love of wealth to override his desire to follow God.

· Consider contacting a faith-based financial planner. Seek their counsel on how to properly plan for your financial future without becoming a slave to your checkbook.

· Who could potentially ask you hard spiritual questions on a regular basis, helping you to grow in your love for Christ and His ways?
Personal prayer: “God, help me to begin to ask the right questions so that my faith matures. Bring along others in my life that are not afraid to be honest and keep me accountable with my finances. Allow me to be a slave to You, and You alone. Free me from the chains of financial and spiritual bankruptcy so that I may be a more effective tool for the kingdom. Amen.”
Closing:

Jesus speaks bluntly regarding the difficulty the wealthy have when it comes to spiritual matters (v. 25). In general, this story is quite sobering. A man, who seemingly has the world by the tail, has yet to curtail God. Therefore, the disciples bluntly make a discouraging statement in verse 26. “Who then can be saved?” Christ ends on a positive note by holding that all things are possible with God. Why did Jesus end on such an upswing? What does this tell us about the character and nature of God?

Take time now to write down if you truly would give away all your savings, possessions (or whatever is dear to you heart) to follow Jesus. How might your life look differently than it does now if God truly controlled that area of your life? Commit yourself today to investing in the only relationship that will last, the relationship with Christ.
Adult Sunday School – Week 9
Personal Obedience: Listening to the Spirit
Purpose:
To accurately listen to the Spirit’s voice, and respond more quickly.
Scripture:  

Acts 16:6-10
Getting Started:

10. Share with your group the farthest you have ever been from home. If you have never been far, share where you would like to go and why.

11. In your group, share your favorite book or movie. What is it about this work of art or literature that appeals to you?

12. Start your time with prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to direct and guide your group’s discussion.  Ask for wisdom and obedience in the light of God’s Word.
Lesson:

As a group, select five different individuals to read one verse of Acts 16:6-10.

The Apostle Paul was a fascinating individual. Before his dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), he was present at the stoning of the first Christian martyr, Stephen (Acts 7:58). He persecuted Christ followers (Acts 9:1), but then God dramatically called him into Christian ministry. In fact, some believers even today refer to their conversion as a Damascus Road Experience. He penned two thirds of the New Testament, and planted many churches along the way. We owe much to this man who labored and suffered greatly for the spreading of the Gospel. 

· When you think of the Apostle Paul, what image comes to mind? How does his life motivate you?

· Although Paul certainly suffered emotionally, he endured much physical persecution because of the Good News (2 Cor 11:24). How do you think you would respond under that type of intense distress? What would help you to endure and not give in to the trials?

In this specific story, Paul is traveling from town to town, region to region, sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. Verse 6 highlights how he journeyed with others by his side, those being Silas and Timothy. Do you believe this was purposeful on the part of Paul, or mere coincidence? Why or why not?

· Looking at your own spiritual journey, can you name individuals who have been your “traveling companions?” How have they supported you along the way?

· The Holy Trinity sets the standard for us regarding the need for community. Reflect on how the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit work together and what their roles have been and currently are now. How does this perfect, harmonious relationship challenge us in our earthly attempts at relational wholeness? 

God speaks to Paul with a nighttime vision. As a result, Paul and his partners shift the entire direction of their journey and head to Macedonia. Biblical scholars note a few key points here. First, this dream supplies direction and impetus to the Pauline mission. How easy would it have been for Paul to ignore this nocturnal news flash? Also, they point out that there are several examples in the New Testament showing that dreams can be legitimate forms of communication from God to His people. Earlier in Acts (2:17), dreams are even connected to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the final days.

· When was the last time you completely altered your stated plans in lieu of a new course charted and communicated by the Holy Spirit? If possible, share the details of this occurrence with the group.

· Why do we not listen to the Holy Spirit more when He whispers new plans in our ear? How might the message be connected to/effected by the medium? 

· Do you wholeheartedly agree with the scholars when they hold that dreams are legitimate forms of supernatural messaging?
· Frequently, we are skeptical of atypical forms of God-to-man communication? Why? Why does God not speak more often via visions, dreams, etc?
Next Steps:
The morning after the vision, Scripture tells us that Paul “got ready at once” to leave for his new destination.

· We struggle to chart a new course when we live such busy lives. Challenge yourself this week to allow a margin in your life for immediate redirection by the Holy Spirit.

· Hold a conversation with someone who you hold in high spiritual regard. Ask them how they learned to listen to, and quickly obey, God’s voice.

· Take some time to read through the rest of the book of Acts. Keep a journal as you read, recording questions that you may later ask your mentor or pastor.
Personal prayer: “God, help me to learn to listen to Your voice. Guide me in the direction You would have me to travel. Grant me the courage to immediately obey, without hesitation or question. Allow me to remember Your promises of perseverance, patience, and provision in my life. Amen.

Closing:

In a creative and clear way, God spoke to Paul using a stranger-in-the-night vision. The Spirit could have nudged Paul’s heart, spoken through a friend, or even spelled it out on stone. However, God chose a more heavenly means. Did God ever speak to Paul in the same way again? If so, why? If not, why not? 

The command “fear not” occurs over 360 times throughout Scripture. Obviously, God desires for us to trust Him in lieu of living a life of fear. Instead of writing a contingency plan, Paul simply breaks camp for a brand new location. Why do you think fear did not paralyze Paul?

Take time this month to record the different ways God has spoken to you and currently does speak to you. What are those methods? Compare your notes with a spouse, friend, or accountability partner. Where might God be speaking that you have not thought to look?
