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SpringLife Youth Lessons 2011

1. March 27 – God is Calling (1 Samuel 3:1-3)

2. April 3 – God’s Call is Loud & Clear (1 Samuel 3:4-10)

3. April 10 – God’s Call Includes Challenges (1 Samuel 3:11-18)

4. April 17 - Responding to God’s Call Produces Excellence (1 Samuel 3:19 - 4:1)

5. April 24 - Easter Sunday (No Lesson) 
6. May 1 - God’s Call Requires Sacrifice (Luke 5:1-11)

7. May 8 – God’s Call Demands Action (John 2:1-12)

8. May 15 – God’s Call Cost Everything (Mark 10:17-27)

9. May 22 – God’s Call Involves Immediate Action (Acts 16:6-10)

Youth Lesson – Week #1
GOD IS CALLING

Purpose:
Remind students that although they may often feel alone in their faith, there is always hope and God will always provide for His children.

Text: 1 Samuel 3:1-3

Intro: 
Today we discover what it looks like to serve God even amidst loneliness. Serving God in today’s culture isn’t as different from serving God in the Old Testament era as we’d like to think. In a culture thriving on self, today we take a step back to remember how similar our story is to that of Samuel.

Lesson:
The Old Testament is filled with great stories of God. We have the story of creation in Genesis, Moses and the Israelites exodus from Egypt, battle-stories, stories of good and bad kings. In 1 Samuel, we discover the life of Samuel. Samuel helped Israel transition from being led by prophets and judges to eventually appointing Saul as Israel’s first king.

What is interesting here in these first three verses of Chapter 3 is that we get a glimpse of the “Spiritual temperature” of Israel at this time. Verse 1 says, “In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.” The term “those days” refers to the period of Judges in Israel’s history and the final verse of the Book of Judges gives us a better understanding of what life must have been like during that period of time. “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25).

Today we can relate almost completely to the idea, “everyone did as he saw fit.”

We live in a culture so focused on individualism and a selfish way of living that nearly everyone lives as they wish to. What one person says is right is just as important as what another one says. Our “political correctness” says that no one way of living, believing, worshipping, etc., is better or more-right than another.

It is important for the Christ-follower to be reminded that although we often feel outnumbered or that our ‘voice’ isn’t quite as loud as the numerous other voices in our culture; the Truth we stand on is just that – The Truth.

Samuel was living in a culture of godlessness, yet God was not gone and was moments away from calling him in a real way. Although God’s word was rare, it was not non-existent. God was simply waiting for the right person to hear His voice. The same is true for us today. Although following Christ may not be the most popular way to live our lives, God is looking for those who would hear His voice and He is calling us to love Him and love people.

Challenge:
 It is good to take a step-back from situations we find ourselves in and take an honest, open look at what we’re dealing with. If we believe God truly is the Creator of the Universe, that Jesus truly is the Savior of the World, shouldn’t that knowledge compel us to serve Him proudly and with our whole selves, even if our society scoffs? This week, start with something simple. Try simply remembering to thank God for His provisions and blessings at different times of the day.

Youth Lesson – Week #2

GOD’S CALL IS LOUD AND CLEAR

Purpose: 
To encourage students to live in the knowledge that God IS calling His followers to righteousness and Kingdom-work, and to aid in discerning that call from amidst the other noise which can be difficult. 

Text: 
1 Samuel 3:4-10

Intro: 
Today we will learn not only how God calls us, but to what. We will discover how to distinguish His voice from the others that continue to invade our space. Knowing God has a voice and knowing God’s voice are two separate things – we desire to know His voice.

Lesson: 

It seems that nearly every week another statistic about the influence media has on us comes out with the same punch-line: we are media-bingers, we consume more and more media and the industry loves it. Our lives are filled to the brim with television, movies, magazines, and the Internet. In our media-intense culture it often becomes difficult to drown out the large number of voices to know which voices can be trusted, which voices are the truth-tellers and which voices are the right sources for the information we need to absorb.

In this passage about Samuel being called by God, we can most easily relate to young Samuel attempting to identify this foreign voice that was calling out to him in the night.

God’s call to Samuel is the same call He is giving to us. The original Hebrew translation confirms that God called and Samuel answered not only with a vocal, “Here I am”, but with a willingness to be instructed. He heard each call and awaited further instruction. Not knowing the Lord’s call on his life, Samuel assumed that the call was from his Spiritual leader, Eli, and quickly ran to him to find his instruction.

With guidance from Eli, Samuel was able to discern the Lord’s voice and to respond with a willingness to listen to the Lord. When God next called to him, he was able to respond with anticipation for further instruction.

We should live in anticipation of God’s call. An expectation comes with following Christ. Many followers of Christ wait for an audible voice from Heaven to tell them exactly what to do in life. We sometimes forget that God’s voice, His Word, has been handed to us through the pages of the Bible.

It doesn’t necessarily take an audible voice from Heaven to know that God’s call on all of His children is to love the un-loved, care for the hurting, and to live holy, sacrificial lives for Him!

In a world of too many voices, may we be those who tune out the distractions expecting God to speak to us.

Challenge:

As you approach this week, keep the expectant attitude of Samuel. Start each day with the phrase, “Here I am!” and “Speak Lord for your servant is listening!” Those two attitudes show an anticipation of being used by God. Anxiously read His Word and interpret His will for your life. Read or re-read the book of Acts and see how the early church formed and functioned as a unified group to please and honor God.

Youth Lesson – Week # 3

GOD’S CALL INCLUDES CHALLENGES

Purpose: 

Knowing God calls and discerning His voice from the noise-of-life is only the beginning. This lesson prepares students to acknowledge that God isn’t necessarily calling us to easy opportunities. Sometimes God’s call includes a challenging task that must be approached with humility and honor.

Text:

1 Samuel 3:11-18

Intro:
Today we need to learn that God calls us for His purpose and that His purpose isn’t necessarily an easy or glorifying task. In the example of Samuel here God reveals a difficult truth for the life of his spiritual mentor. While God’s call doesn’t always include asking us to confront someone, it does require a humble spirit that comes from knowing God is in control. 

Lesson: 

In one evening of young Samuel’s life he has learned first-hand that God not only calls His children but has now learned how challenging the call can be. In a nutshell, God revealed to Samuel that because of the sin in Eli’s family, devastation was sure to follow. This devastation is detailed in Chapter 4 of 1 Samuel and includes the slaughter of some 30,000 Israelites as well as the Ark of the Covenant being taken by the Philistines and Eli’s two sons being killed.

It is quite easy to understand that a revelation from God like this would be difficult for a young man like Samuel to deliver to his spiritual mentor. Can you imagine putting yourself in Samuel’s sandals and knowing that what had been revealed to you by God must be shared?

Each of us has a choice to respond to God’s calling in our life. Samuel chose to go through with sharing this revelation with Eli after some persuasion from Eli. If God had given Samuel a less threatening revelation, I would imagine that Samuel could have sighed in relief and delivered the news easily. In this instance, however, God’s call included a challenge. God asked Samuel to step up to the plate and Samuel went to bat – delivering the difficult message on to Eli.

Chances are that in our life of serving the Lord we will be faced with some sort of challenge as we listen to God’s call on our life. Maybe it will be a call to give something up. Maybe it will be a call that includes moving from one location to another. Maybe God’s call on our life will be to deliver a difficult message of confrontation in a friends’ life. 

The question shouldn’t be whether God will challenge us but rather ‘when’. And then, how will we respond? If we can learn early in our life to anticipate the challenges that come with following Christ we can better prepare to face the difficulty with integrity and courage.

God promises to never leave or forsake us as we seek to put Him first – that promise should ignite a willingness to face the challenges and difficulties that come with following Him. Our faith should increase knowing that God is leading the way and that anything He has called us to will be met with His wisdom and power to do whatever it is He asks!

Challenge:
Maybe you already know some of the challenges God has called you to in your life. It takes a willing-spirit to die to ourselves and live for Him. As you spend time in reflection of the life of Samuel this week, ask God to empower you in ways that only He can do. Ask for supernatural faith in areas of your life when you experience the challenges of His call. Prepare for the challenges that come with living a life of faith.

Youth Lesson – Week # 4

RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL PRODUCES EXCELLENCE

Purpose: 
The result of answering God’s call is positive. Whether becoming a famous prophet of Israel or being martyred, the reward for keeping God at the center of our life and relinquishing our rights for His purpose is always more than we deserve.

Text:

1 Samuel 3:19-4:1

Intro:
Today we want to explore the reward of answering God’s call. Samuel’s obedience is rewarded with recognition and honor while on earth. We want to acknowledge and replicate the obedience-factor and know that the reward is always worth the cost.

LESSON: 

In these four short verses we get a quick-glimpse into the next years of Samuel’s role as Israel’s judge. We read that God honored Samuel’s obedience and that the prophecies he delivered always returned true. The passage reflects that all of Israel acknowledged Samuel as a righteous prophet and believed that God continuously revealed Himself to him.

Learning to be obedient as a child has a direct effect on the way we learn to be obedient to the Lord. We understand the reward in being obedient to the instructions of a parent. We can relate to knowing the benefit of our parents and grandparents being proud of our accomplishments and growth in areas that they have poured their time and energy into.

Too often in the Christian community we have stories of failures in even the highest levels of church leadership. All too frequently those claiming to follow Christ take their eyes off of Him and rely on their own strengths and abilities; leaving behind their first-love. When these opportunities for selfishness creep in, oftentimes a leader falls to temptation and is crushed by the results of sin.

Thankfully the opposite is true as well. When a sold-out follower of Christ pursues Him with their whole self and seeks God’s Kingdom before any of their own, God continues to bless and approve of their efforts. No one should say that every follower of Christ is rewarded with fame throughout the land or a blemish-free record; however, the reward of answering God’s call is ALWAYS more lucrative than not doing so. Even amidst trial and persecution, a true follower of Christ always wins in the end. The reward of eternity is the obvious example here. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:9 that, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” That’s good news to those of us who put loving God above loving ourselves, our reputation, and our social status.

Whether we receive an earthly reward as we serve God and answer His call, or we receive our reward in eternity after we’ve “run and finished the race”; our call remains the same. To serve God selflessly is always the right choice to make.

Challenge:
As a challenge this week, research the ‘persecuted church’. Visit persecuted.org and read real stories about real people who are being persecuted and even killed for following Jesus. Ask the question to yourself, “Can I serve God fully – even if the only reward is the reward of Heaven?” Discuss with your peers the opportunities in today’s Christian culture for earthly rewards and weigh those against the rewards we know await the faithful.
Youth Lesson – Week # 5

Easter Sunday

No Lesson

Youth Lesson – Week # 6

GOD’S CALL REQUIRES SACRIFICE 

Purpose:

To acknowledge that responding to God’s call always costs. Responding to God is not simply a check-box action but rather a call to sacrifice. This lesson reminds us to be ready to sacrifice instantly for the sake of Christ and the Gospel.

Text:

Luke 5:1-11

Intro:
Today let’s discover what it looked like for some of Jesus’ disciples to listen to the call of Jesus and respond. Jesus chose to call the disciples away from their ‘normal’ lives and they responded with a willingness to sacrifice it all.

Lesson: 
The story here recorded by Luke of Jesus pushing out from the shore in Simon Peter’s boat is exhilarating. Jesus used the water of the lake to amplify his voice to a crowd of people gathered on the shore. After His sermon to the people on the shore, Jesus turns to the guys in the boat He has commandeered and suggests that they might catch something if they simply put their nets on the ‘other’ side of the boat. I think we see a bit of Jesus’ sense of humor in this instance; suggesting such a simple task after they had worked hard all night and hadn’t caught anything.  

Simon and crew do as Jesus suggests and Scripture records quite a catch. “They caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break” (Luke 5:6). Can you imagine this scene captured by today’s Hollywood cinematics? Each of us would be glued to the screen to see what happened next. What would the fishermen do with the fish? How would they respond to the ‘catch of a lifetime’? Would Jesus fold his arms across his chest and nod in that “all-knowing” fashion? Scripture tells us what happened next: Simon, at the sight of the catch and filled-to-capacity nets falls at Jesus’ knees repenting.

Simon acknowledged Jesus’ power, responded with repentance and then Jesus calls them to be “fishers of men”. Simon and the Zebedee brothers’ response here is key for us today: “So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him” (Luke 5:11).
These three and those with them were not casual fishermen as many of us may be today. Fishing was these guys’ livelihood. This is what they did, how they made a living. It was a tradition passed on from generation to generation. They had invested their lives in the profession.

And they had just caught “the catch of a lifetime”. The fresh fish were still there flopping around in their nets. And they “left everything and followed him” (Luke 5:11).
The application for us is obvious. Jesus calls each of us to a life of service; a life to be fishers of men and women. Our response must be made knowing that His call requires sacrifice. In these disciples’ case it meant giving up everything they already knew and their recent life changing catch. 
For us it may be a dream or goal that we have for ourselves, or one that we inherit from our family. Whatever the cost, may we have the faith of those early disciples and be willing to leave everything behind to answer His call.

Challenge:

As you unpack this lesson this week, ask the Lord to reveal areas in your life that you have yet to give-over to Him. What areas are you still attempting to keep control of when complete control needs to be given to God? Change your way of thinking of God as your copilot and reinstate Him as your Pilot.

Youth Lesson – Week #7

GOD’S CALL DEMANDS ACTION

Purpose:

This lesson is an opportunity to remind students that answering God’s call demands action – not just words from our mouth or nodding our head, but life-action.

Text:

John 2:1-12

Intro:
Today we examine further the opportunities Christ-followers have to respond to His call. We have been instructed to be God’s hands and feet in this world around us. Today let us be challenged to put to action His call on our lives. 

Lesson:

In today’s passage we get a glimpse into the first miraculous work of Jesus. The miracle involves a few important elements. The Need: The wedding party had run out of wine for their guests. The Solution: Six 20-30 gallon water jars. The Way: Jesus, through the servants.

In this Scripture of Jesus turning water into wine we see that Jesus chose NOT to wave his hand and make it happen, but rather that he used real people to accomplish the miracle. Jesus’ instruction to the servants was fulfilled and a miracle took place. He gave them a call, they accepted it, did as He said and the miraculous took place.

We know from numerous other places in Scripture that God continuously uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things. From Moses and the parting of the Red Sea (Ex. 14:16) to Jesus empowering his disciples to heal the sick and diseased (Matt. 10:1), God has a history of using us to enact change upon this world. It’s interesting to note that in this miracle, Jesus didn’t just create ‘generic’ wine. The master of the banquet is blown away at the quality of this wine noting that it is “choice wine” (John 2:10).

This miracle still happens today. Maybe not exactly water turning into wine, but in some ways when Christ-followers choose to answer God’s call, the miraculous happens!

The life of a missionary is a perfect example: a man or woman or couple responds to God’s call to leave the comforts of their current surroundings and goes overseas. Their response to God’s call is immediate and includes action. They follow His instruction. When they begin to minister in their new surroundings we hear reports of God showing up and using them in real ways; lives changing, miracles taking place.

Our goal as Christ-followers must be the same. We must anticipate the call to action and do whatever it is God instructs. It may not be filling six huge jars with water to be turned into wine, but it may be an act of service for a neighbor or family member. It may not include parting the Red Sea with a raised staff, but it may include using the gifts and abilities God has blessed you with to see someone choose to follow Him!

Whatever God’s call, may we be willing to respond with action. And may our action be used by God to cause the miraculous to take place!

Challenge:

Knowing our unique God-given passions and abilities is an important step in realizing our abilities in being a part of God’s plan. Responding to His call on our life with knowledge of our gifts and abilities can mean the difference between instantaneous response and missing an opportunity. Seek to know how God has blessed you as an individual to serve Him. What are you passionate about that can be returned to God in service? What areas are you gifted in that can be used to further the Gospel?

Youth Lesson – Week # 8

GOD’S CALL COSTS EVERYTHING

Purpose:

The purpose of today’s lesson is to remind us that those things we pursue with our time and effort aren’t necessarily the things God wants to use in our life.

Text:

Mark 10:17-27

Intro:
Today we find out that simply following a list of do’s and don’ts is not all that God asks of us, but rather that we must be willing to give up those things we hold most dear in order to serve Him completely.

Lesson:

Maybe you relate a lot to the rich young ruler. Mark tells us that he was a “good kid”, probably better behaved than most preacher’s kids. He didn’t kill, commit adultery, steal, lie, or cheat and he obeyed his parents. Sadly, though, this wasn’t enough.

Jesus knew the rich young ruler’s heart and knew that there was a stumbling block left in his life that he wasn’t quite yet willing to give up to follow Jesus completely. It was his great wealth.

When the rich young ruler’s list of accomplishments had been spoken, he proudly answered that he had kept those commands since he was a boy, but when his stumbling block was mentioned, “his face fell and he went away sad…” (Mark 10:22).
If we went down the list of commands from the Word of God, each of us would find a worthwhile list of things we have followed and done correctly. Maybe a few blemishes here and there, but overwhelmingly we like to lump ourselves into the good-crowd. Even in our sinful state, we are quick to point out someone else’s ‘worse’ sin and point fingers at their downfalls and failures. If we had an honest conversation with Jesus, however, I wonder what area of our life He would point out as our stumbling block. The thing we haven’t yet completely given over to Him.

Maybe Jesus would respond to us with, “One thing you lack: go and quit gossiping with your friends at school about those less fortunate than you.” Maybe it would be, “One thing you lack: go and stop partying on the weekends even though there are those doing worse things than you.”

Jesus’ call to us to serve Him completely requires a willingness to give up EVERYTHING; even those things we think we have a handle on, or that others are doing worse on than we are. We know that God is perfect and that sin drives a wedge between Him and us. If we truly want to follow Him with every ounce of being we have, we must be willing to respond with COMPLETE surrender to His will.

Take courage, however, that God does not require that we give anything up on our own. It doesn’t take being perfect before we allow the Perfector to begin a work in us. Jesus responds to the disciples’ question of who can be saved by reminding them that in human-ability, it is impossible. But through God’s power and ability, all things are possible.

Challenge:

Ask yourself this week if there is/are any area(s) in your life that when push comes to shove you would not be willing to give up if God asked you to. Is it a hobby, relationship, or another “idol” that consumes your thoughts, time, and money? Once you have established what that/those area(s) is/are, weigh it next to the reward of giving God everything and serving Him completely. That place of freedom is a worthwhile place to be.

Youth Lesson – Week # 9

GOD’S CALL INVOLVES IMMEDIATE ACTION

Purpose:

This is the “what’s next” lesson in this series. It answers the “So what now?” question and seeks to give us an understanding that we can’t end by simply acknowledging this truth, we must act on it.

Text:

Acts 16:6-10

Intro:
Today we move from understanding to action. If you haven’t yet put the call of God in your life to action, here is more motivation.

Lesson:

The Apostle Paul is noted as one of the biggest, if not the biggest, 180-degree turnarounds in the Bible. In his letter to Timothy, he even called himself the ‘worst’ of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). Here in this passage in Acts we see Paul and his team of early church founders traveling from place to place sharing the Gospel message – seeking to share with all who would hear the truth of Jesus Christ, resurrected.

One night, as Paul and his missionary team were traveling, Paul had a vision of a Macedonian man begging him to come to Macedonia to help. Paul concluded that this vision was from the Lord and scripture says they, “got ready at once to leave for Macedonia” (Acts 16:10).
This call and immediate response isn’t uncommon in the Word of God. We see time and time again those God calls dropping everything to respond to His directives. Sadly, however, this kind of response is seldom shown by or publicized in the church today. People responding with immediate action to a call by God are often labeled as “radical” or “extreme”. The truth is, those willing to respond to God’s call with action immediately are to be praised and imitated for their faith in our God.

If we were to continue reading in the book of Acts we would see that Paul’s action to head to Macedonia was rewarded with numerous advances in the early church. Lydia and her entire family were baptized shortly after this trip and a demon-possessed girl was freed from her bondage. Paul’s immediate response to his call resulted in the miraculous.

Maybe you have experienced a time in your life where you have had the thought, “I missed an opportunity.” The kind of time where we knew we should have done something but we chose not to because of any number of reasons to be hesitant. Maybe we didn’t quite know how things would turn out or what other people would think if we would have done this thing. It’s sad to think of all God could have done if we had let Him use us in those times.
As we receive the call of God in our lives, for big things and for small, may we exude the faith of Paul and make plans to act immediately, expecting God to do the miraculous through our obedience.

Challenge:

Immediate obedience takes practice. Ask God to teach you how to act immediately when He calls. Look for opportunities this week to make a difference in someone’s life and don’t let the opportunity pass by due to other circumstances. Make time to love people. Find ways to do it creatively. Create a habit of immediate action in your life as you seek God first.
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