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SpringLife 2011

Sermon Title:

Divine Appointments—God wants to speak to us.

Theme:

Divine Appointments—God wants to speak to us, and then through us, to reach others

Scripture Focus:

1 Samuel 3:10, 19 
Sermon Introduction:

We know that God has spoken through His word, and through prophets and preachers. And while we believe that He speaks directly to us, do we really hear from God on an individual basis? God wants to communicate with us, both to strengthen our relationship with Him, and to reach those around us. If He takes the time to speak, we should make the effort to listen and obey as we see in the story of young Samuel in 1 Samuel 3:1-19.

Sermon Content:

[Read the text 1 Samuel 3:10-19]
1. God often speaks to unprepared people:

a.
Samuel did not expect to hear from God because he was only a child/servant. He did know Eli’s voice, and would obey it. But he assumed that if God had something important to say, He would tell it to Eli, and Eli would act on it. 
b.
Even though the boy was in close proximity to God, (served in the tabernacle and slept near the Ark of the Covenant) he didn’t recognize God’s voice. Because Samuel obediently responded to the call, even though he didn’t know who it was, Eli was able to guide Samuel into the conversation with God. 
c.
Samuel didn’t know God very well, but God knew him… and called him by name. God knows our name, even if we don’t know His voice.

2. God often speaks at an unpredictable time:
a.
It is not uncommon for God to communicate to us during times of worship and service. But God is speaking at other times as well.
b.
Not only did God speak to Samuel during the dark of the night as he was going to sleep, but it was also during a spiritually dark time in Israel, as ‘messages from God were rare, and visions were uncommon’. 

3. God often speaks with an unpopular message:

a.
If God reveals a difficult truth, He has a reason. God revealed a dark message to Samuel regarding Eli. But He was preparing the young man for a lifetime of communication. 
b.
During Samuel’s ministry, he would deliver both good and bad news from God to everyone from shepherds to kings. He was faithful to God’s message because He knew he could trust that God’s word is always true. Through this experience he learned that he must accept God’s word, even if it seems unacceptable. If we dislike and are unfaithful to God’s message, it will not change His purposes. But it will undermine our relationship with Him. (Look at the failures of Eli and the successes of Samuel.)
Sermon Application:

We can’t speak for God until we hear from God. We should develop a lifestyle of listening to God. Obedience is the fast track to hearing from God, so I challenge you to:

1. Learn how to recognize God’s voice by spending time with those who know God.

2. Expect God to speak in the quiet times. When you have alone time, ask Him to speak to you.

3. When you hear God’s word, believe it, and act upon it. 

Conclusion:

God’s apparent silence does not mean He doesn’t have anything to say. He may just be looking for someone who will listen.

1. God will initiate the conversation, regardless of your station in life or previous relationship with Him. He speaks to us because He wants to begin something in us. 

2. God may speak to you when He won’t have to compete with the noise in your life, and has your undivided attention. 

3. God will not always tell us what we want to hear, but He will always give us the truth we need… and often the truth someone else needs.
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Sermon Title:
Divine Appointments—God wants to speak through us.

Scripture Focus:
Acts 10
Sermon Introduction:

Sometimes it can be hard to share our faith. However, we must understand that God chooses specific opportunities for us to share what we’ve learned with others. He often asks us to share our faith with people whom we would not normally associate with, who are different from us, and who may intimidate us. But God is clear, we should have no hesitation to go where He leads, and to share the Gospel with those He guides us to, even if it seems scary or far away. 
Sermon Content:
[ Read the text – Acts 10] 

1. God speaks to us when we seek Him
a. Peter takes the time to seek God in verses 9-16 of Acts 10. The result is that God reveals a very important truth:  “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” God emphasizes this point three times to show Peter its importance and how worthy it is of his undivided attention.  Peter realizes that God is using the animals and food as a metaphor, to express His love for all people. Peter embraces the truth that salvation was meant for all people, even the Gentiles. 
b. God cannot speak to us if we are not seeking Him.  He cannot teach us important truths which will impact our ability to share the Gospel with others unless we have a growing relationship with Christ.

 2.   God sets up divine appointments
a. 
Divine appointments are events perfectly arranged by God. We see an example in Acts 10:17-23. God timed Peter’s vision perfectly with Cornelius’ servants knocking on Peter’s door. It is exciting to see the Creator of divine appointments in action! God knew that Cornelius and his household were ready to receive the Gospel and follow Christ. 
b.
God puts people in our path, or leads us to where people are, so we can share the Gospel with them. 

3.   We should have no hesitations to go where God leads
a.
In Acts 10:24-29, Peter could have been afraid to visit Cornelius’ home because Jewish law forbade socializing between Jews and Gentiles. However, the Spirit of the Lord told him not to hesitate, because God’s plan was bigger than Peter’s worldview. So without hesitation or objections, Peter went with the Gentiles to share the message God commanded him to pass on. Cornelius knew about gospel, but he needed to know that it was for him too!
b.
We may be afraid to go where God leads, but we must not hesitate. There are people waiting, like Cornelius, to hear about Jesus Christ. God has chosen us to share His message. The Holy Spirit will assist us in sharing and will enable those who listen to understand the Gospel.

Conclusion:

After reading Acts 10, you cannot help but be excited!  Souls were saved because Peter sought God, accepted the divine appointment, and did not hesitate.
But what about you: Do you believe that God wants to use you through divine appointments? Here are some ways you can be a part of a divine appointment: 
Seek God through prayer, Bible reading and worship
As you seek God through His Word and deepen your relationship with Him, you will be in a better position to hear God telling you where He wants you to go.

Be willing to go wherever God leads
Surrender yourself fully to God. Tell Him that you are willing to go anywhere, do anything, and tell everyone about Jesus Christ! 

Sermon Application:

1.  Ask yourself:  Am I willing to go to the ends of the earth? To my neighbor? To a person who is hard to love?  Confirm your willingness to go, or allow God to change your heart by surrendering every area of your life to Him.  Also, pray for others to accept God’s free gift of salvation. 

2.  God has a divine appointment for you!  So pray that God will show you where you need to go, what to say, and that the Holy Spirit will aid you in not hesitating when God calls you to go.
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Sermon Title:
Divine Appointments—God uses us to reach others.

Scripture Focus:
Acts 8:26-40

Sermon Introduction:
In Acts 8:26-40, we find the story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch. Prompted by the voice of the Holy Spirit, Philip responds with obedience and shares the Gospel with courage. Today we will examine what we can learn from Philip to prepare us for our own “Divine Appointments.”

Sermon Content:
[ Read the Text – Acts 8:26-40 ] 
1. Embrace Surrender - “So he started out…” Acts 8:27
a.
God calls Philip and the story says, “So he started out.” His immediate response is to go. His ingrained reaction is obedience. This is the true mark of the disciple. It is at the core of what it means to be a Christian. 
b.
Simple? Yes. Easy? No.  Surrendering to God means dying to yourself. And there is nothing easy about dying. I’m sure Philip felt fear and doubt. But he started out anyway.

2. Join the Journey - “…and on his way…” Acts 8:28
a.
This encounter takes place as Philip is “on his way.” He set out toward a destination, going in obedience. In mid-stride, he meets a man who needs his message.  Once we begin to follow, opportunities unfold along the way. Discipleship is more than a destination. It is a journey rich with unexpected encounters and divine opportunities.

3. Cultivate Intimacy - “The Spirit told Philip…” Acts 8:29

a.
It is miraculous that the Holy Spirit would speak to ordinary people. It is perhaps more rare that people would listen. Philip recognizes the voice of the Spirit when He speaks. This type of sensitivity comes only through the intentional practice of carefully cultivating intimacy with God. Philip’s relationship with the Trinity created an openness, which led to this opportunity.

4. Practice Creativity - “Do you understand what you are reading?” Acts 8:30
a.
This is a simple yet wise question. Philip, by way of background and birth, would have been intimately familiar with the prophecies of Isaiah. He was raised on them. To understand them would be second nature to him. 
b.
But he wisely realized that the Ethiopian eunuch did not have the same background. So, he looked to explain the Gospel to him in a way he could understand. He found a new way to deliver a timeless message.

5. Tell the Story - “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.” Acts 8:35
a.
Our role is to tell the story of Jesus, and to tell it well. It is the ultimate story of all human history, and everything in Scripture is pointing to this. It is the revolutionary story of salvation and forgiveness, of love and grace. With our words, with our actions, with our lives, we should always point others to Jesus, telling His story with who we are. 

Conclusion:

1. Start small: 

This entire story took place because Philip recognized and obeyed the voice of the Holy Spirit. But this kind of surrender and intimacy does not come easily. Begin the process of cultivating this intimacy by getting into God’s Word. Learn to know His voice and discover His heart by spending time in the Bible. Start small, maybe by reading one chapter a day.

2. Learn the language:

The Gospel of Jesus was a foreign idea to the Ethiopian eunuch. The same is probably true for many in our community as well. How can we “translate” this great story into the native language of our neighbors? How can you relate the truth of Scripture using ideas and images that make sense to our friends?

Sermon Application:
This week, take time to write out your own faith story. Remember and retell how Jesus brought you into salvation through His grace. Imagine that you are writing this to an unsaved friend. Try to explain it in a way that would make sense to someone with no religious background. 

(Pastor, you could ask people to bring their stories back next week and display them together somewhere in the church. When a new person comes to faith in your church family, add their story to the collection.)
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Sermon Title:

Divine Appointments—Are we listening, and will we go?

Scripture Focus:
Acts 16:6-10

Sermon Introduction:
This morning we are in the New Testament book of Acts. It’s a book written by Luke, one of Jesus’ disciples, and it chronicles the moves (actions) of the Holy Spirit as the church begins to grow. The church is growing exponentially at this time of history and Luke captures for us some of the patterns and principles of believers growing in God and the spiritually lost growing towards God. 

Sermon Content:

[ Read the Text – Acts 16:6-10 ] 

1.  Get started, even when you don’t see the whole plan clearly

a.
Have you ever felt like you just weren’t sure of where God was leading you? We might not have been trotting around the Mediterranean like Paul and Silas, but there can definitely be times of uncertainty in our lives when direction just doesn’t seem clear. Those are the times when we wish God was like a GPS and we could simply punch in the coordinates and listen to God guide us step by step. 
b.
What’s really important for us to draw out of this text is that these two guys got going before they had clear direction! We often do a whole lot of nothing for God because we’re waiting to see our name and God’s directions on a billboard or on the screen of our blackberry! We walk by and drive by all kinds of opportunities and then pray at the end of the day, “God, just show me what to do and I’ll do it.” Paul and Silas were driven by their mission - Jesus is the Good News, people are lost without it, we have to go and share this message! Maybe we need to say today, “God, we will stop waiting and we’ll just go.
c.
The more that we listen to the Holy Spirit and follow His direction in our lives, the more that we will see our God-given opportunities to share our faith with others.

2.  Keep going, even if you don’t see the results that you expected

a.
Paul and Silas’s journey can look a little comical to us now. Like someone on a game show trying random doors looking for the right one. It reminds us that we won’t always be successful with every door that we try. I think that Luke paints this picture for us to encourage us to not give up whenever we feel like we’ve gone in the wrong direction. Many times we simply don’t see in the immediate what God might be working behind the scenes. What can seem like a wrong road or a closed door could actually be accomplishing far more than we realize (1 Cor 3:5-7).

 b.
“...the Holy Spirit had prevented them...” (Act. 16:6). There’s something here that is key to this entire Spring Life series and it’s key to our journey. Get this. When you become a believer you are downloading the Holy Spirit into your life. You aren’t driven simply by what you want to do or where you want to go or by personal selfish desires. Your life is surrendered to God’s perfect will and plan for your life. To some, this can sound like some terribly restricting form of control. In fact, it’s the complete opposite! God will guide you and steer you and lovingly lead you to be everything He created you to be. 
c.
When we really get intentional about making the most of God’s divine appointments, we will have a determination and resolve to keep going and not give up.

3.  If we take the time to listen and be willing to do whatever God asks, we will be directed to life-changing appointments!
a.
Watching Paul and Silas move and respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit makes me think of voice activated technology. You can get voice activated features in your car. You might have voice activated components around your home. You speak, it recognizes your voice, and it completes whatever task you ask it to do. Paul and Silas were listening intently to the Holy Spirit. When God spoke, they heard his voice and they were ‘activated’. Hearing God’s voice isn’t just something for super-Christians or characters from the Bible. God has wired each of us to be in a relationship of communion with Him. 
b.
When I read verse 9 of this text and the way the man in Paul’s dream pleaded with Paul to come and help his people, I can’t help but think of the many ways people around us are calling out for help. They might not word it in the most obvious terms but there are subtle ways that people show they are searching for answers. We shouldn’t be surprised when the world acts like the world. What if we could see that people often do what they do simply because they are trying to find the answers? They are hoping that someone will come along who can point the way and give them hope. 

4.  The two questions we all need to answer: Am I listening and will I go?

a.
Are you listening? You can’t listen if your days are crammed with activity and there is zero God-margin in your time. Maybe you need to carve out some quiet time. Maybe you simply need to start each day by telling God that you are listening and give Him a few minutes to open your eyes. Keep a journal and write down the names of people God wants you to pray for and connect with. Keep a record of the ‘divine appointments’ God gives you through the day. You’ll start to see fewer and fewer coincidences and more and more of God’s leading. Look for practical ways to meet needs or to simply be an encouragement to someone. 
b.
Will you go? This is really a matter of the heart. You and God need to work on the things that might be holding you back. Pride. Selfishness. Insecurity. Faith. Whatever. The place that you are dreading to go to the most might be the very place that God asks you to go to first. Really, if we want to experience all of the joy God has for us, and if we want to be all that He has created us to be, we need to fully surrender every area of our lives and be available to God whenever, wherever. Holding back holds us back. Holding on only quenches our spirit. 

Conclusion:
Can you tell God today that you are listening and that you will go wherever He wants you to go?

Sermon Application:
In order to become more receptive to the Holy Spirit setting up divine appointments for you, think about these questions this week:

1. Who are the people that I interact with every day?
2. How can I slow down, listen, and show that I care?
3. What intentional relationships can I build with people far from God?
4. How can I see more opportunities and less coincidence?
5. Who am I praying for that needs to hear God’s Good News?
SpringLife 2011

Sermon Title:

The Invitation to Discipleship

Scripture Focus:
Luke 5:1-11, Matthew 4:19, Jeremiah 29:13

Sermon Introduction:

Walk with me back to the shores of Galilee.  Not far from the seaside city of Capernaum a crowd has gathered on the rocky beach.  Above the lapping of waves is the voice of the healer and teacher; Jesus of Nazareth.  I invite you today to put yourself in that crowd.  Open your heart and life to the call of discipleship echoing down into our own day and age.  Be ready for the journey.  

Sermon Content:

[Read the text Luke 5:1-11]
Here we encounter the classic story of the calling of the first disciples.  Simon who will be called Peter and his fellow fishermen are pulled from a standard life into a significant life.  

1. Do you find yourself in the Jesus crowd, but not particularly involved?  (v.1-2)

a. Peter and the fishermen were around Jesus and His crowd of followers, but they themselves were working on their nets.  So also today we have many church attendees; people who label themselves as Christians, but actually pay little attention to Jesus and what He wants for their lives personally.  

2. Jesus desires everyone to follow Him on the journey of discipleship. (v. 3)

a. Fishermen in this culture were known to be a little rough and rugged.  Though they were not interested in following Him, Jesus went to them and intersected His life and His Kingdom work with their lives.  

b. In the parallel call story in Matthew 4:19, Jesus invites the disciples, “Come follow me.”  Christianity isn’t a one time decision, but the invitation to a life-long journey of following Jesus.  

3. The goal of discipleship is to expand the Kingdom by our gifts and abilities.  (v. 4-7)

a. When Jesus directs the fishermen to cast and they receive the miraculous catch of fish, this is foreshadowing Jesus’ plan for these disciples.  Through this journey of teaching, reflecting, trials, and experiences of God; they will become the fishers of men Jesus knows they can be.  

4. We must not let our prior performance hinder our following Christ. (v.8)

a. Peter knows that he is a sinner and unworthy of the call.  So too we must confess our sin, repent, and leave that lifestyle behind to follow Christ.

b. Though Peter isn’t yet the fervent evangelist we read about in Acts 2-3; healing beggars and leading thousands to Jesus in one sermon, discipleship is the journey which will form his character and make him into the man God wants him to be.  

5. We must leave behind all that will hold us back from discipleship.  (v.11)

a. The disciples left their nets, boats and old lives behind to follow after Jesus.  Discovering who He was and what His plan for their life was became the priority that now consumed their lives. 

Sermon Application:

Are you following after Jesus on the journey and adventure of discipleship?  Or are you just on the outskirts of the Jesus crowd?  Jesus is coming to you, He knows you are over there washing your nets, minding your own business, but He wants your attention.

We may feel unworthy to follow Him, but Jesus is ready for us to take the next step wherever we are on the journey.  Remember Peter is just an unschooled fisherman and in his words, “a sinful man.”  But the journey of following Jesus will form our character and make us into the men and women He wants us to be.  

We may not need to leave our jobs and livelihood behind to follow Jesus, but there may be things which are entangling us from following Jesus in discipleship.  It could be a sinful habit.  It could be an all consuming hobby.  It could be our crowd of friends.  We need to trim up our busy lives and carve out time to take our own discipleship seriously.  

Conclusion:

Do you want a life of significance or just a simple and standard life?  Jesus could see the person Peter could be, if he would only follow Him on this road of transformation.  Maybe today you are just on the outskirts of the Jesus crowd.  Maybe you go to church, you own a Bible, and you were brought up in a Christian home.  But you never really made this Jesus thing real in your own personal life.  Christ is calling you today on a journey of discovery; if you seek Him with all your heart you will find Him, and find yourself transformed into a world changer like Simon Peter!

SpringLife 2011
Mother’s Day
Sermon Title:
Secret Givers of Joy

Scripture Focus:
John 2:1-11, James 1:17

Sermon Introduction:

Last week we began our journey of discipleship, following along with those fishermen in the footsteps of Jesus.  The first stop on this journey was a rather unusual one.  But today we will discover that Jesus is the ultimate source of true and lasting joy and blessing.   

Sermon Content:

[ Read the text – John 2:1-11 ] 

The Wesleyan church encourages abstinence from alcohol because of its rampant abuse in today’s culture.  But this isn’t a text debating the morality of drinking.  Wine in Hebrew culture was a symbol of joy, celebration, and God’s rich blessing.  It’s important to keep this in mind or we’ll miss the point of this story.  

6. There are ordinary practical needs everywhere we look. (v. 1-4)

a. Weddings are probably the most memorable and important day in a person’s life, especially for a woman.  But this wedding was about to be ruined. 

b. It may not seem like an important enough need for a miracle, but Mary realizes the problem in the situation and her faith in Jesus’ ability to help is unwavering.

7. The servants are called to obey whatever Jesus asks.  (v. 5)

a. Jesus’ mother has tremendous faith that He can fix the situation, even though she hasn’t seen him perform any miracle like this.

b. The idea of filling jars full of water to solve the lack of wine seems ludicrous, but the servants obey.  So also do many of Jesus’ teachings seem to not make sense to our world: loving enemies, putting others first, and taming our appetites.  But we are called to obey, whether it makes ‘worldly’ sense or not.  

8. The Joy of Jesus is abundant and magnificent. (v. 6-7, 10)

a. Jesus filled six huge jars full of water, over 150 gallons worth: enough to serve 2,000 guests, probably way more than needed.  Besides this He commands them to fill the jars to the brim.  The joy and blessing Jesus gives is abundant.

b. The master of the wedding is surprised by the magnificent quality of the wine, it’s so much better than the cheap manmade stuff.  The joy and blessing Jesus gives is magnificent.  

9. Only Jesus’ disciples know the true source of Joy. (v.11)

a. The bridegroom and wedding coordinator don’t know where the terrific wine came from.  Only the disciples and servants of Jesus know the miracle Jesus performed behind the scenes.  We know where real joy comes from.  

Sermon Application:

Are we as a church meeting practical needs in our surrounding community?  Though reluctant to reveal his Messianic identity, Jesus does in the end show His compassion in this situation.  Notice that faith came about after Jesus helped save this wedding.  Often time folks need to feel the love and compassion of Jesus before they believe.  

As a mother are you leading the people you influence, your children, to obey Jesus in whatever way He asks?  It’s because of Mary’s unwavering faith in Jesus that she can encourage obedience of Jesus in others.  Mothers must trust Jesus, bring our children to Jesus, and teach them to obey Him.

James 1:17 teaches that every good and perfect gift comes from God.  All sources of joy come from God: the beauty of a mountain landscape, the laughter of our playing children, the happiness that warms our soul at Christmastime.  The world doesn’t realize where these gifts of joy come from, but we servants know that God is behind the scenes giving us joy.  

Conclusion:

People need the abundant and magnificent joy that only Jesus can bring.  They have tried all the cheap imitations that don’t fill and don’t last.  The joy and blessing of Jesus doesn’t mean we’ll be happy every day, but we can know our lives have meaning, the joy of eternal salvation, and look forward to everlasting blessing and reward.  As disciples and servants of Jesus, let’s pass this joy out to the crowd, once they taste the real thing they’ll never want the cheap stuff again!

SpringLife 2011

Sermon Title:
The Great Cost of Discipleship

Scripture Focus:
Mark 10:17-27, Luke 18:18-30, Hebrews 12:1, John 14:6

Sermon Introduction:
Today in our journey of discipleship, Jesus takes us to a fork in the road.  To the left is a wide and easy path that represents the world’s ideal for success.  And to the right is a steep, rocky, and narrow path that Jesus promptly begins to head down.  Will we follow Christ in discipleship when it starts to get a little tough?  

Sermon Content:

[ Read the Text – Mark 10:17-27 ] 

The man who comes to Jesus was a disciple in his own way, he sought truth from Christ.  

10. Some disciples “have it all” in the world’s eyes. 
a. The parallel text in Luke 18 tells us that this young man was also a ruler.  He had it all: wealth, youth, and influence.  He was like a celebrity athlete or Hollywood actor of his day.

11. The young disciple felt an eternal void in his life.  (v. 17)

a. This young man was not content with having it all in this life, but knew he needed eternal life.  Wealth, youth, and power do not satisfy. 

12. The young disciple saw salvation as a path of works. (v. 17b-20)

a. He asks what must I do to inherit eternal life?  Jesus answers him with the answer he expects: keep Moses’ law perfectly.  The disciple is pleased to announce that he has done so.  No wonder he is so “blessed by God,” if he is perfectly keeping the law.  

13. The young disciple’s wealth hindered his following of Christ. (v.21-26)

a. Jesus knows the heart of this man and asks him to give up the thing that would be the hardest in order to follow him.  To be a disciple is to give up many worldly things.  

b. Hebrews 12:1 encourages us to throw off sin or whatever else entangles us and run the race.  Wealth and other things are potential snares that hinder us following Christ.

14. No one can be saved by works, but only by following Christ. (v.21, 27)

a. With the camel hyperbole Jesus shows that it is impossible to be saved when things of the world are holding us back.  

b. The disciples are quite fearful in v. 26 for if this man who kept the law so well can’t be saved, how can they?  But in v. 27 Jesus reassures us that though it’s impossible to earn eternal life with man, with God all is possible: even saving imperfect people!

c. Notice in verse 21 that the selling possessions results in treasure in heaven, but the actual ‘way to be saved’ is answered by following Jesus.  In John 14:6 Jesus tells us that He is the only way or path to the Father.

Sermon Application:

Jesus refutes the false health, wealth, and prosperity Gospel.  This man who had it all must surely also be righteous enough for eternal life.  But Jesus says he is still lacking.  Wealth isn’t the proof of true spirituality; in fact the love of it can be a hindrance to our discipleship.

Are there things hindering your discipleship?  Maybe your snare is material possessions, maybe it’s the acquisition of wealth, maybe it’s a sinful habit you won’t give up, or maybe it’s a desire to be in control.  Maybe it is time to cut the bonds that hold us back from the discipleship trail.

It is often preached that the eye of the needle is a metaphor for a cave or gateway.  This is bogus.  Jesus is hitting us with heavy and cutting words.  Mankind cannot be saved by good works, trying to obey every law, by position, influence, or wealth.  It is impossible for man to save himself.  But the good news in verse 27 is that nothing is impossible with God.  We must turn to him as the sole source of salvation.  

Conclusion:

Is the way of the world - the way of wealth, fame, and power keeping you from following Christ?  Or is the pressure of religious legalism leading you away from the true path of a relationship with Jesus?  We stand today at a crossroads.  Will we choose the easy path of mediocre Christianity?  Or do we have the courage to follow the narrow difficult trail after Christ?  

SpringLife 2011

Sermon Title:

Discipleship Led by the Spirit
Scripture Focus:
Acts 16:6-10, Matthew 28:19-20, Galatians 5:25

Sermon Introduction:

If you’ve ever been hiking, sometimes the trail seemingly disappears amid a rocky boulder field or heavy bush.  It’s good to be traveling with someone who knows the terrain well or at least knows the signs of the trail.  As we also follow Jesus in discipleship we need a guide who can direct us to the right path up the mountain.  

Sermon Content:

[ Read the Text – Acts 16:6-10 ] 

Now that Christ had ascended into heaven, it was the job of the apostles like Paul to carry on the mission of making disciples of all nations found in Matthew 28:19.    

15. To be a disciple of Christ is to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading. (v.6-7 )

a. As Paul traveled into unfamiliar territory, he fully relied on the Spirit of Jesus Christ, who promised in Matthew 28:20 to be with us always, to guide him. 

16. Paul put the Holy Spirit’s agenda above his own.  (v. 6-7)

a. Paul had a game-plan of how he was going to reach the continent of Asia Minor for Christ, but when God said “no” he didn’t push his own agenda.  Rather he set his sails to catch where the Spirit of God was already blowing and followed that heading.   

17. Paul never quit on his passion and mission to reach the unchurched. (v. 8-9)

a. Though God kept shutting doors in Paul’s ministry he didn’t see it as a reason to quit and go home to Jerusalem.  He saw the Spirit’s ‘no’s as a helpful winnowing of the options to find the right path in the journey.  

b. Paul had planned to preach in Asia Minor, where he had been before.  But the Spirit called him on to Greece, a totally different culture and new un-reached people group.  The Spirit’s plans for us are often bigger than our own.

18. Luke transformed Paul’s missional work from a ‘he’ to a ‘we.’ (v.10-11)

a. In verse 10 and 11 we see the famous transition from the third person, “he” and “they” into a collective first person “we” and “us.”  Many scholars conclude that the author Luke joined Paul at this point.

b. Perhaps having Luke join the team was part of the Spirit’s unusual direction.  

Sermon Application:

If we want to truly follow Jesus in our lives, we need to be listening for and open to the Holy Spirit’s promptings.  Galatians 5:25 urges us to keep in step with the Spirit. 

Sometimes we have plan for our lives, even good plans like Paul’s agenda to preach to Asia, but God sometimes closes a door on those plans.  Maybe a ministry opportunity didn’t work out.  Maybe we didn’t get the job we hoped for.  Maybe the plans to move to another state fell through.  Maybe we tried to share Christ with a friend who was unreceptive.  But Paul shows us to persevere and keep seeking God’s direction, using closed doors not as stop signs but arrow signs; “Not here but over there.”  

Perhaps part of the Spirit’s leading was to have Luke join Paul in Troas.  From then on he was a part of Paul’s missionary work.  He was not just hearing about it and cheering him on, but actually at his side preaching the word.  When it comes to missionary work overseas and just down the street we might cheer on our missionaries or our pastor, but maybe like Luke we need to turn the “he” into a “we” and do our part in the Great Commission.  

Conclusion:

Where is the Holy Spirit blowing in your town?  What brand new ministry opportunity does God want us as a church or you individually to embark on?  Let’s transform the “he” into a “we” and find our own gifts and talents for ministry so that we can join in with the Spirit’s work that He is already doing around the world and in our community.  
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