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SpringLife Children’s Lessons 2011

1. God’s Word can be Rare (1 Samuel 3:1-3)

2. God’s Word can be Confusing (1 Samuel 3:4-10)

3. God’s Word Can Be Scary (1 Samuel 3:11-18)

4. God’s Word can be Well Done/Needs to go to everyone (1 Samuel 3:19 - 4:1)

5. Easter Sunday (No Lesson) 
6. Go Fish!  (Luke 5:1-11)

7. Do Whatever He Says (John 2:1-12)

8. Following Jesus Can Be Hard (Mark 10:17-27)

9. I Will Go Where He Sends Me (Acts 16:6-10)

 Children’s Lesson – Week 1


God’s Word can be Rare (precious – valuable – sought after)

 Scripture Context:  1 Samuel 3:1-3
Memory Verse:  Psalm 119:105 (NIrV) “Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. It is like a light that guides me.”  
Lesson Goals:  Children will understand how valuable God’s Word is.

LARGE GROUP PORTION
Preparation:

· Read 1 Samuel 3

· Pray

· Bible

· Familiarize yourself with 1 Samuel 3.  We will be using this chapter for the next several weeks

· Provide one very inexpensive wrapped piece of candy or small treat (like a life saver) for each child.  (If you prefer you can use a small prize like a sticker of fake tattoo.) Younger children should have a chewy, non-choking treat.

· One very nice candy bar or treat for the activity.  This treat or prize should be something that the kids would very rarely receive from a teacher.  

· Bowls

· Alphabet Cereal

· Paper towels 

Opening: 

[Before the children arrive, hide the treats throughout the room, but not where you will have them meet at the beginning of the class.  Gather the children and tell them they will be going on a treasure hunt.  Tell them to look for a treasure, and as soon as they find one to return to their seats.]

[Ask a few of the kids to describe their prize/treat.  Ask them how they felt about one person finding something that was much nicer or better than everyone else found.]

Today we are going to hear a story about something that was a real treasure, and very few people knew about it.

Bible Point:
Samuel was a young boy when he began to serve Eli the Priest.  We don’t know exactly how old he was, but probably about the same age as some of you.  He was just a kid.  

His main job was to do whatever Eli needed, to come running whenever Eli called him.  So Samuel was always prepared to help Eli, who was growing old, and going blind.

There was something else going on at that time that we need to know about, because it is very important to the story.  Most of the people at that time didn’t give two hoots for God.  They did not pay attention to anything they were taught about God. In fact, they quit teaching the kids about Him, and didn’t follow any of the laws and rules that God had given them for their own good.  The people just did whatever they wanted, and they didn’t care if God liked it or not.  

Raise your hand if you think those people were wise.  Now raise your hand if you think that they were not very wise at all.  That’s right, not very wise.  Because the people didn’t care about God, God decided that He would just let them solve their own problems for a while.  He knew they would not be able to do a very good job of it.  It says in 1 Samuel chapter three, “In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.”

A lot of people did not know what to do because they had stopped listening to God.  And because they stopped listening, He stopped guiding them.  Can you imagine if you decided that you didn’t have to listen to your parents anymore?  What would your house be like if you and your brothers and sisters stopped listening to and stopped obeying your parents?   (Wait for response)  It might be fun for a while, but very soon it would be a real mess, and there would be some big problems, wouldn’t there?

When we stop listening to the people God has given us to be our leaders and guides, it always, always leads to problems.  And the same thing happens when we stop listening to God. There are always problems.  

We have something that Eli and Samuel didn’t have.  We have God’s Word written down.  We can love, trust and obey God by reading and following what His Word, the Bible, says.  When Samuel and Eli were alive, the Word of God was rare; people didn’t hear it often, but for us it is clear and understandable, it is a like a light to guide us, to help us make wise choices.
Activity:  (Choose one) 

1. Teach the kids a simple set of signs that you can make with your hands.  You can visit http://www.masterstech-home.com/ASLDICT.html or simply make up a few signs.  Then sign for them simple phrases like, “God loves you.”  Have the kids practice with each other silently.  Then direct them to sign silently to their parents when they come to pick them up.

2. Eating God’s Word – Divide the kids into equal groups.  On one end of the room have bowls full of alphabet cereal (enough for one bowl per team).  Also have enough napkins, paper towels or clean table space for the kids to work with the cereal.  Have the Bible memory verse put somewhere the kids can see on a white board or paper in front of the bowls.  You can either have this as a relay race where they line up in groups and race down to the other side of the room or have them sit as a group in a circle.  If you are doing a relay race have the first child in line race to the bowl and find the letters to the first word in the verse.  After he or she finds all the letters they race back to tag the next person in line.  The group continues until they have all the words.  After they have all the words (or you may want to use just part of the verse) they have to write out the verse on their tables or paper towel with the cereal.  You can have the winning team be the first one with the verse done or for fun after they have the whole verse done they have to eat the verse and the first team done eating the verse wins.

Application:

God is still speaking to us today through His Word, the Bible.  We can hear Him when we read His Word.  Will you listen to Him?  He offers not only to guide you but to save you from your sins and make you part of His family.
Memory Verse:  

Psalm 119:105 (NIrV) “Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way.  It is like a light that guides me.”
[To practice the verse add motions – Your word (book hands) is like a lamp (move wrist as if holding a flashlight) that shows (hand shading eyes) me the way (use hands to make a winding path in front of you, moving them outward from stomach). It is like a light (hold up finger like a candle) that guides me (put index fingers side by side, move horizontally in front of body).]
Children’s Lesson – Week 1

God’s Word can be Rare (precious – valuable – sought after) 
Scripture Context:  1 Samuel 3:1-3
Memory Verse:  Psalm 119:105 (NIrV) “Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. It is like a light that guides me.”  
Lesson Goals:  Children will understand how valuable God’s Word is.

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Read 1 Samuel 3

· Pray

· Bible

· Note cards (have Bible verse on one side for non-readers)

· Pencils or markers

Discussion Questions:

· What are some of the things that people do that keep them from hearing from God? What are some of the things you could do to help you hear from God.

· Our memory verse from Psalm 119:105 says:  “Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way.  It is like a light that guides me.”  How do you think God’s Word it is like a light?
· What are some things you could do at your house to help you hear and obey God’s Word?
· What is your favorite Bible verse or story?  Why?
· What is one thing you can do this week to hear God’s Word?
Personal Response:  Getting the Word in You
Reader and Non-Readers:  Hand out note cards to each child. On this note card I want you to draw a picture of your face with a big open mouth. In the mouth write down one way you want to get God’s word in you this week (reading your Bible, listening to Pastor, memorizing a Bible verse etc.) On the other side of the note card have the kids write down the memory verse (paste the verse on back of card for non-readers) for this week and challenge them to memorize it and share it with one other person.  Close in prayer asking God to help the kids get His word in them.  Have them take the note cards home as a reminder to get God’s word in them. 

One of my favorite things of all about God is that when He calls to us, He keeps calling like He did with Samuel.  We probably won’t actually hear God the way Samuel did.  But we have God’s Word, the Bible.  And in the Bible we can see and hear all the ways God loves us.  And we can hear how He sent His son Jesus to take the punishment we deserve.  That way God will forgive our sins and make us a part of His forever family.

If you want to be a part of His forever family, talk to me or your mom or dad about it today.  Just ask, “How can I be part of God’s forever family?”  (Be prepared to lead kids through this decision.)

Children’s Lesson – Week 2
God’s Word Can be Confusing

Scripture Context:   1 Samuel 3:4-10

Memory Verse:  Psalm 119:27 (NIrV) “Help me understand what your rules can teach me. Then I'll spend time thinking about the miracles you have done.” 

Lesson Goals:  Children will learn to not give up, to trust God even when it’s hard to understand. 

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:
· Pray

· Read the story of Samuel and Eli in I Samuel 3 and familiarize yourself with the story.

· White board or butcher paper with memory verse mixed up on it

· Scrap pieces of paper

· Bibles


Opening:

On a white board or butcher paper write the memory verse in a very confusing order (example: Your rules can understand help me teach what.  Then the miracles you have done I’ll spend thinking time about.) Break the kids up into equal groups. Give the kids scrap pieces of paper or each word from verse. Have the kids race to figure out the correct Bible verse. See if anyone can get it right. If the kids are getting it together really easy add a challenge that they cannot talk. 

How did it feel to not know the memory verse but still trying to put it together?  Sometimes God’s word and the way God speaks to us can get us all confused. We are going to learn in our story today what Samuel did when he was confused. 

Bible Point:  Speak Lord, your servant is listening.

If you were here last week you might remember that we introduced you to Samuel who went to live with the priest Eli when he was a very young boy.  The people were disobedient to God, and did whatever they wanted, so they hardly ever heard from God.  In fact most people would not know the voice of God if they did hear Him.

But Samuel was apparently trying to make wise choices as he grew up, and God chose Samuel to be His prophet.  Does anyone know what a prophet is?  (Wait for answers; some may say it is someone who predicts the future; that is only half the lesson.)  A prophet sometimes predicts the future, but a prophet of God speaks for God.  A prophet tells people what God wants them to hear.  How does a prophet know what to say?  (Wait for responses.)  God tells them what to say.  God chose Samuel to be His prophet.”

Let’s turn to 1 Samuel chapter 3; we will start at verse 4.
4 Then the LORD called Samuel.  Samuel answered, "Here I am." 5 And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."  But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went and lay down.  6 Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."  "My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down."  7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.   8 The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."    Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' "So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!"  Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 

Samuel did not recognize God’s voice.  Why do you think that is?  (Wait for responses.)   That’s right; he had never heard God’s voice before.  So naturally he was confused, maybe even a little scared.  

How do you think it must have felt to hear a strange voice in the night?  (Wait for responses.)  I think I would have been scared, but curious too.  

So Samuel obeyed Eli and when God spoke, Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’  For as anxious as he might have been, Samuel wanted to hear from God, and he was ready to follow.

We’ll hear more of this story next week, but it leaves me with a question or two for you.

If God was calling to you, would you want to answer?  Would you follow His instructions?  Would you want to be His friend?  

Actually He is calling to you.  The Bible says this:   “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If any of you hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with you. And you will eat with me.”  That is Jesus talking; it’s from the book of Revelation in the Bible.  It is an invitation for anyone who wants to be part of God’s family.  

Do you want to be part of God’s family?  

Let’s pray.
Activity: 

Play The Telephone Game.  Whisper a phrase into the ear of a child, who then does the same until everyone has heard the phrase.  The last child repeats what they think the phrase is.  It should be different.  Repeat.  

Wasn’t it easy to get confused?  Aren’t you glad we have the Bible so we know what God wants us to know?

Application:

What is the very best way to know what God wants from us?  (The Bible)  Here are four things the Bible tells us He wants.  

1. He wants us to know He loves us.  

2.  He wants us to love Him.  

3. He wants us to trust and follow Him.  

4.  He wants us to tell others about Him. 

This week, look for ways you can do those four things.

Memory Verse:  

Psalm 119:27 (NIrV) “Help me understand what Your rules can teach me. Then I'll spend time thinking about the miracles You have done.” 
Standing in a circle, have the first child say the first word.  The next child says the first two words- continue to add children and words until the verse is completed.  Repeat as time allows.

Children’s Lesson – Week 2 
God’s Word Can be Confusing 
Scripture Context:   1 Samuel 3:4-10

Memory Verse:  Psalm 119:27 (NIrV)  “Help me understand what Your rules can teach me. Then I'll spend time thinking about the miracles You have done.” 

Lesson Goals:  Children will learn to not give up, to trust God even when it’s hard to understand.

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation:
· Pray

· Read the story of Samuel and Eli in I Samuel 3 and familiarize yourself with the story.

· Bibles


Discussion Questions:

· How do you think Samuel might have felt when he heard the voice in the night?  Why?

· What do you think Eli must have been thinking when Samuel kept coming in and saying, “Here I am, you called me.”

· If God called your name in the middle of the night, do you think you would recognize His voice?

· We don’t have God calling to us in the middle of the night.  How do we hear from God?

· What do you think is the most important thing God wants you to hear? (If you don’t get this response....suggest: “That God loves each of us.”)

· What is the best way for you to learn something for school?

· Do you think the same skill could be used to learn God’s Word?  To learn what He wants you to know?

Personal Response:  

Non-Readers:  Hand out note cards pencils to each student.  Have them draw a big ear. In the ear, have them draw a picture depicting something God might tell them. Talk to them about their drawings and the things God might say to them. Close in prayer, praying that they would hear the most important message from God; that He loves them and wants to be their friend.

Choose up to five kids to come to the front of the room.  Have them stand side by side in a line holding a sheet or towel up in front of their faces so the other children cannot see their faces.  Have one of the kids behind the sheet say something in a “funny” voice, and then have the class try and decide who spoke.  Repeat as time allows.    

Did you notice how some of the voices were easy to identify and some were a bit confusing?    Sometimes God’s Word is very clear, but sometimes it is difficult to understand.  Sometimes God’s Word can be confusing.  

Readers:  Hand out note cards pencils to each student. On one side of the note card have them write something that has confused them before about God’s word or something they have heard about God. If they have time or feel comfortable have them share that with you. Pray with them about what is confusing them. On the other side of the note card have them draw a big ear. Have them write something in the ear that God might tell them. Have the kids spend some quiet time praying about the things that are confusing them and what God might be telling them. Close in prayer, asking that each student would hear from the Lord clearly and not be confused. 

Whenever we learn something new, it can be really confusing.  But the more we learn it and do it the less confusing it is for us.  The same is true with God’s Word, the Bible.  There are some things in there that can be confusing.  But the more we get to know God, and His Word, the Bible, the less confusing and more clear it is.  It’s important just to spend time every day, even a few minutes, reading the Bible.  Start with parts you understand, ask God to help you, and the difficult parts will become clear to you.


Children’s Lesson – Week 3
God’s Word can be Scary

Scripture Context:  1 Samuel 3:11-18 
Memory Verse:   Psalm 2:11 (NIrV) “Serve the Lord and have respect for Him.   Serve Him with joy and trembling.” 
Lesson Goals:  God can be trusted; even when the message is scary.


LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Bibles

· Make sure you are familiar with this week’s story

· Pray

· Pieces of scrap paper labeled 1, 2, 3, 4 and tape them onto 4 walls of the room

Opening:

In your classroom label each wall 1, 2, 3, or 4. Have all the kids start in the middle. Each round, ask the kids a question and have them choose an answer quickly and run to that numbered wall. For example:  What are you more scared of 1.Thunderstorms 2. Spiders 3, Cats 4. Clowns – go. The kids will race to the wall of what makes them more scared. Continue to ask different questions. You can have funny questions and serious questions.  Some examples below:  

1. Dark            

2. Thunderstorms 
3.  Lightening          
4.  Tornadoes    

1. Doctor’s office  
2. Dentist offices 
3. Principal’s office 
4. Post Office 

1. Lions 


2. Tigers  

3. Bears 

4.  Bats

1. Spiders 

2. Snakes 

3. Bees 

4.  Ants 

1. Math Class 

2. Science Class 
3. Gym Class 

4. Music Class 

1. Captain Hook 

2. Jafar 

3. Evil Queen 

4. Cruella De Vil 

There are some things that really scare us. Is there anything that scares you that we didn’t call off?  Did you notice that when you ran to the walls you were not alone; others were scared of the same thing. Today in our story we are going to learn about something scary that Samuel heard from God. 

Bible Point:

Some things are scary because they are gross, or because we don’t know anything about them.  Some things are scary because they are sad.  

Have you ever had to give someone bad news?  That is not fun at all is it?  I’m not talking about sneaking up on someone and scaring them.  I mean giving them really bad or sad news.  

That’s the situation we read about this week as we continue with our true story of Samuel.  If you remember, last week we learned about Samuel hearing the voice of God.  Wouldn’t that be amazing?  Well Samuel heard God calling to him, and finally, he said, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”  Wow! A message from God!  Would it be good news?  Would he say something that Samuel couldn’t wait to share with his master Eli?  

NO!  It was just the opposite.   If you had read the first two chapters of I Samuel, you would have learned that Eli had two very bad sons.  The Bible says they were wicked, and didn’t care about the Lord at all.  They did whatever they wanted to do, and ignored God’s laws.  Eli heard what they were doing, but he was afraid, so he did not do anything to punish them.  They deserved to be punished, but they were allowed to continue to do evil and bad things.

So when God chose to speak to Samuel, what do you suppose He had to say?  (Wait for responses.)   God said, “I will punish these evil men for their sins and I will punish Eli for allowing them to do such awful things.  Everyone will know I am God and I punish those who do evil.”

Well Samuel heard this warning and he went to bed without telling anyone, especially not Eli!  Samuel was afraid, because the Word of the Lord can be scary.  So he didn’t say a thing.

The next morning Eli wanted to know what God had said, but Samuel was afraid, why? (Wait for responses.)  That’s right, he had bad news, scary news, sometimes; the Word of God can be scary.  But Eli told Samuel to tell him everything, even the bad news.  Eli knew that although the news might be scary, God was always right, and always just, He always does what is right. 

So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, ‘He is the LORD; let Him do what is good in His eyes.’ 

Eli received the scary news, and although it was not good news for him or his sons, he knew he could trust God.

This story shows the beginning of Samuel walking with, talking with, and trusting God.  It shows almost the end of the life of Eli, who trusted God, made some mistakes, but in the end trusted that God would do what was right, even if it meant punishment for his family.   

What about you?  Do you trust God? (Wait for responses.) Unlike Samuel and Eli, we usually don’t hear God speaking out loud to us in the night.  But we can read His Word, the Bible and know that He loves us, that He sent Jesus to die, to take the punishment we deserve.  And we can trust Jesus to save us, to guide us and to help us follow God, if we ask Him to.  God’s Word was scary for Samuel, because he did not understand it at first.  It might be scary for us too until we read the good, happy news for you and me because it shows us how to be wise and how to follow Jesus.  Jesus wants to be our friend, He took the punishment we deserve, and that’s not scary at all!
Activity:

Samuel shared God’s word with Eli even when he was scared. Sometimes we just need to practice sharing God’s word and it makes it easier. Were you scared the first time you rode your bike? Did it get easier the more you rode and the more you practiced? The more you share God’s word, the easier it gets. We are going to practice the memory verse and see if we can get faster and faster at it the more we practice. 

To make it more scary choose one boy and one girl from the group to come up to the front of the class. Give them all the words from the verse to put in order. (They can tape them on white board or line them up on a table in front of them, etc.) On go they race each other to put the verse together. Time both the boy and the girl to see how long it takes them. Allow them multiple tries with the hope that they will get faster each time they do it. Ask the rest of the group if anyone thinks they can do it faster. Bring two new volunteers up and time them. 

You can change this to a small tournament, timing each child and having them race other students. You can also break the kids into small groups and have them race the other groups. The goal of the activity is to get them excited to race and to see that they get less scared and better at the verse the more they practice.

Application:
God did not quit after calling Samuel once or twice.  God never gives up on us, He loves us too much.  He loves us so much that He sent His son, Jesus, for us.  Will you choose to listen to God today?”
Memory Verse: 

Psalm 2:11 (NIrV) “Serve the Lord and have respect for Him.   Serve Him with joy and trembling.”
Divide into groups of 4 or 5.  Have the kids invent a rap or tune for the verse.  Let kids demonstrate to each other.
Children’s Lesson – Week 3
God’s Word can be Scary 

Scripture Context:  1 Samuel 3:11-18 
Memory Verse:   Psalm 2:11 (NIrV) “Serve the Lord and have respect for Him.   Serve Him with joy and trembling.” 
Lesson Goals:  God can be trusted, even when the message is scary.
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Bibles

· Make sure you are familiar with this week’s story

· Pray

· 3 or 4 containers of items such as cottage cheese, canned fruit, cooked spaghetti, etc.  Each item should be in an opaque container inside a paper bag.

· Paper towels.

· Provide for each child paper and pencils, markers or crayons.

Discussion Questions:

· How do you think Samuel felt when he heard a voice in the night? 

· What do you think Eli was thinking?

· What are some things that are scary for kids?

· Is there anything about God that scares you a little?  

· Is there anything in the Bible that scares you?

· What do you do (who do you talk to) when you are afraid?

Personal Response: 

Readers and Non-Readers:  Have the children draw a picture of their bed.  For readers, have them write questions they would like to ask God on the blanket.  Have readers help the non-readers finish this task.

Final Activity:  Bring three kids to the front.  Explain that they have to reach into the bag and identify something “really gross.”  Don’t let anyone see the item, let each child identify one item.  As they reach in, make suggestions like brains, worms, etc.  Thank the kids and send them to their seats.

Today’s lesson was God’s Word can be scary.  As Samuel grew and got to know God and understand His word, it got less and less scary until Samuel became God’s friend and he was no longer afraid to hear God or to speak God’s word.  The best thing we can do is to learn God’s Word by praying about everything and reading His Word, the Bible whenever we can.”

Close in prayer.

Children’s Lesson – Week 4
God’s Word can be Well Done/Needs to Go to Everyone
Scripture Context:  1 Samuel 3:19-4:1

Memory Verse:  Matthew 5:15-16 

People do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine in front of others. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will praise your Father who is in heaven. 
Lesson Goals: Children can share God’s Word.
LARGE GROUP PORTION
Preparation:

· Bibles.

· Familiarize yourself with the story. 

· Pray. 

· Provide a paper or plastic cup for each child.

· Provide paper and pencils for each child.

Opening:

Give each child a cup and direct the children to balance it on their heads saying, “Don’t let your cups fall to the ground.” 

We didn’t want to let the cups fall to the ground.  Imagine if they were full of grape juice!  

Today we’ll hear about a boy who didn’t let his words fall to the ground.  That’s a funny thing to say, let’s find out what it means?” 
Bible Point:  If you hear a great story, don’t keep it to yourself.
We have been reading about Samuel and learning a little about how he grew up.  Today in the passage we read that,   The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of His words fall to the ground.  (1 Samuel 3:19)   What do you think it means--that he let none of His words fall to the ground?  (Wait for responses.)  This can be kind of confusing, can’t it?  When we say, “Don’t let that fall to the ground,” what do we mean, what are we trying to say?  (Wait for responses.)  Yes, usually it means don’t let it get dirty, or don’t waste it, or don’t ruin it, right?  We are trying to take good care of something when we don’t want it to fall to the ground.

Imagine an ice cream cone, or an art or science project you worked really hard on.  You wouldn’t want those things to fall to the ground would you?   Well for Samuel, as he grew up, he always took very good care of his words.  He didn’t waste time with foolish talk, with silly jokes, rudeness, or lies.  He always made sure he had something valuable to say or he just kept his mouth shut.  He didn’t let his words fall to the ground.

Now the result of watching what you say always has positive consequences.  What does that mean, positive consequences? (Wait for responses.)  A positive consequence is a good thing that happens as a result of doing the right thing.  For Samuel, the positive consequence was that everybody knew that he was a prophet of God.  When Samuel spoke people paid attention.  They didn’t always act the way he told them to, but they knew that Samuel spoke for God. 

When God had something to say to the people, He used Samuel.  And because Samuel always took care not to let his words fall to the ground--no foolish talk, no lies--the people listened to him. They knew if he had something to say, it was something important.

There is an important lesson from Samuel for us, maybe even two lessons.  Do you think you know what they are?  (Wait for responses.)

Those were good answers.  The two that I was thinking about are these:

Number one:   Be careful about the words you use.  Don’t tell lies; don’t use bad or hurtful language.  Say nice things.  

And number two:  If you know important things, valuable things, you should share them with others.  Especially share the good news about how much Jesus loves you.  How he died to take the punishment we deserved, so that we could be friends with God.

Activity:  

Start this activity by choosing two volunteers (Samuels). Have the two volunteers stand at opposite ends of the room. On “go” the Samuels quickly find two people each to share the memory verse with. After the original Samuels share the verse they run back to their starting point. Each child who Samuel shared the verse with runs to find two more children to share the verse with. After they share it, they quickly go to the side of the room “their” Samuel is on and link arms with him/her. The chain keeps building with each person who shares the verse. After hearing the verse each child must pass the verse on to two people then run to the correct Samuel and link arms. The object of the activity is to be the team with the largest group who has heard the word and has linked arms. You can change up the activity by changing what message they are sharing. You can add past memory verses or action messages for the kids to spread. 

Did you see how fast the word spread? It started with just one person and look how big your teams got really quickly. What would have happened if Samuel didn’t share God’s word? What would happen if those that Samuel shared with would not have passed the word on? We can have fun playing this game but we have to understand that if we don’t pass on God’s word it will not spread. Just like Samuel we can spread God’s word to those around us.

Application:  

Did you see the chain reaction in the game? When you shared the verse with two people and they shared it with two people God’s word spread really fast. God wants His word spread. Think about this: if no one ever shared God’s word with me what would happen? That’s right, I would not be sharing God’s word with you. You never know how God is going to use the people you tell His word too. Who are two people you can spread God’s word to? 

Memory Verse:  

Matthew 5:15-16 (NIrV)

People do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine in front of others. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will praise your Father who is in heaven. 
[Demonstrate the actions described in the verse for the kids.  Have them repeat the motions as they say the verse.]

Children’s Lesson – Week 4
God’s Word can be Well Done/Needs to Go to Everyone 

Scripture Context:  1 Samuel 3:19-4:1

Memory Verse:  Matthew 5:15-16
 
People do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine in front of others. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will praise your Father who is in heaven. 
Lesson Goals:  Children can share God’s Word.
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Provide 2 or 3 “Sticky” notes for each child. (readers)

· Provide several different colored  small squares for each child (non-readers)

· Regular size paper

· Glue

· tape

Discussion Questions:
· What are some of the ways kids let their words fall to the ground?

· What are some ways to prevent your words from falling to the ground?

· Are there some words you should just not use any more?  (Don’t ask what they are.()

· What are some truly helpful words you can use to help your friends?

· What are some good positive words you can use around your friends? 

· If you could tell your friends about Jesus, what would you say?

Personal Response:

Non-Readers:  Have the kids make a stained glass window by taping or gluing small squares of colored paper and putting them side by side-touching each other on a larger paper.  
Think of someone you know that really needs to hear some good words, especially about God’s love.  What could you say to them?  Ask your parents to help you call or visit them this week to say those special words.
Readers:  Give each child several sticky notes.  Have them write nice things about God; psalms, praises, worship song lyrics, or just happy, joyful thoughts.  Then have the kids make a stained glass window by putting them on a window, side by side-touching each other.  Use a wall if no windows are available.

We are like stained glass windows for the world to see.  A window that lets the light through but shows off something beautiful.  When people look at us they should see something they like about God.  This week, remember that people are looking at us, and when they do we want them to see God.
Children’s Lesson – Week 5

Easter No Lesson
Children’s Lesson – Week 6


Go Fish!
Scripture Context:  Luke 5:1-11
Memory Verse:   John 14:6 (NIrV)  

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Lesson Goals:  Children will learn that they can choose to follow Jesus.


LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Bibles.

· Get to know the story for this week’s lesson.

· Pray.

· Provide one deck of Go Fish cards or regular playing cards for each group of eight children.

· Provide one or two gummy worms per child.

· Provide paper, crayons or markers.

Opening:

Divide you room into groups of eight or fewer and direct kids to play a few hands of “Go Fish”

How many of you have been fishing before?  What kind of bait do you use?  Is it always easy to catch fish?  Today we are going to hear a story about some fishermen who were taught how to fish in a new way and for a new catch.

Bible Point:

Here’s an interesting story about Jesus found in Luke, Chapter 5.  Jesus has become so popular that people came from all over to hear Him talk about God’s love, and how to follow God.  Many of the religious leaders at that time only talked about rules--don’t do this, do that, wash your hands this way, don’t eat that.  It seemed like there were rules for every single thing they did.  They were so tired of rules.

Then Jesus came along and He talked about how much God loves us.  And how He was going to make it easier for us to get to know God, and follow Him.  People loved Jesus, they followed Him everywhere.  At one point, to keep from getting trampled, and to make sure everyone could hear, He actually got into a boat and talked from out in the water.  His voice carried so everyone could hear Him.   The shoreline was on a little hill so everyone could see Him, too.  It was great.

When He finished talking, He told the fishermen to go out in the deep water to catch some fish.  Well these guys were tired from fishing all night.  In fact they said, ‘We fished all night but didn’t catch a thing.  But if you say so we will.’  And when they let down their nets, they caught a boatload of fish.

Now this frightened the fishermen, for they realized that Jesus had power over the fish!  ‘Who was this man?’ they thought 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees. "Go away from me, Lord!" he said. "I am a sinful man!"  9 He and everyone with him were amazed at the number of fish they had caught. 10 So were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who worked with Simon.  

Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid. From now on you will catch people."  11 So they pulled their boats up on shore. Then they left everything and followed Him.  (Luke 5:8-11 NIrV)
What do you call someone who catches men?  A fisher of men instead of a fisherman.  Jesus called these men disciples.  A disciple is a follower, a student, someone who learns from someone else.  These fishermen became followers of Jesus.

What do you suppose it means to be a follower of someone?  (Wait for responses.) 

To be a real follower of Jesus means that we not only believe what Jesus said and did, but it also means that we will work at being like Jesus.

We don’t have to do this on our own.  We can ask the Holy Spirit for help.  He will forgive us every time we sin, every time we try to do it our way instead of His.  And He will help us to obey God, and help us try to show others the way.” 

Activity:

Have the kids draw pictures of as many types of bait as they can think of--not just to catch fish, but to catch other things as well.  Have them try to guess what each other’s bait is for.

Later, as they leave, give them a gummy worm or two and remind them that the kind of life they lead may help others come to know Jesus.
Application:

The fishermen in today’s story heard and saw things that made them completely change their life.  They left what they had been always doing to follow Jesus.  We don’t have to leave everything.  But we do have to decide what is important to us and what we should leave behind.  We need to decide how much we really want to follow Jesus.

Memory Verse: 
John 14:6  (NIrV)

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
Write (or have the children write) each word of the verse on a separate piece of paper.  Mix the words up and have the kids take turns putting them in the right order.
Children’s Lesson – Week 6


Go Fish! 
Scripture Context:  Luke 5:1-11
Memory Verse:   John 14:6 (NIrV)
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Lesson Goals:  Children will learn that they can choose to follow Jesus.
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Stick or dowel rod
· Yarn
· Paper clips
· Paper and pencils
Discussion Questions:

· Why do you think Peter said, “Go away from me Lord,” in this story?

· What do you think Jesus was talking about when He told them they would be “fishers of people”? 

· What are some of the ways we could be fishers of people?

· If you were going to “fish for people” what would you use for bait?

· What are some of the good things that might get in the way of following Jesus?

Personal Response:

Non-Readers:  Play a fishing game letting the students cast their line over a wall or into “water” and catch a prize.  Help each student make their own fishing pole out of a stick or dowel rod, yarn and a paper clip hook.

What are some of the ways you can follow Jesus this week?  What are some ways you can show others that you love Jesus?

Readers:  Give each student a piece of paper, fold in half on the left side write “Fishing For” and on the right side “Bait”.  As a group, think of things they should be “fishing for” (friends who love Jesus too, someone to tell about Jesus, someone to help, etc.)  On the other half, have them write what they can use as “bait”.

Are there things in your life that are getting in the way of you fully following Jesus?   Is there something you can do this week to trust Him more and follow Him completely?  Will that make it easier or harder to ‘fish for people’?  
Children’s Lesson – Week 7

Do Whatever He Says
Scripture Context:  John 2:1-12
Memory Verse:   Romans 1:17 (NIrV) 

The good news shows how God makes people right with himself. From beginning to end, becoming right with God depends on a person's faith. It is written, "Those who are right with God will live by faith.”

Lesson Goals: Children will learn that Jesus can be trusted and obeyed.


LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Read the story in John 3 and pray

· Bibles

· Mini bubbles for each child, a wedding veil and bowtie, wedding music and an aisle runner

· Provide a piece of Cardstock 8.5” X 2.75” for each child. (A sheet of cardstock cut into 4 pieces.)

· Provide crayons or markers for the group

· 6-8” piece of yarn for each child.

· Hole punch

· Stickers, markers, crayons

Opening: 

As the students come have wedding music playing ,  Have one wear a veil and one a bowtie to be the bride and groom.  All the “guests” can blow bubbles as they walk down the aisle. 

What are some of the things you see and hear at a wedding?  Let’s make a list.  (Write answers on a black/white board or piece of poster board so the kids can see the list.) Today we will hear the story about the very first miracle Jesus did.  Listen and see if you can figure out what this story has to do with a kid like you.

Bible Point:

How many of you have been to a wedding?  They can be a lot of fun for grown-ups, but sometimes they can be really boring for a kid, especially boys.  So as we talk about a wedding today I’ll try really hard not to be boring, okay?  

Jesus and His family were invited to a wedding.  His mother and brothers and sisters were there.  Now a Jewish wedding when Jesus was a young man could last for days!  Can you imagine going to a birthday party for a friend and have it last a week?  That’s what a wedding was like back then.  Think of all the food!  Think of all the music and games and…well it would be like a three or four day party!

And in the middle of the party they ran out of wine!  That would be like running out of water or Sunny-D at a party we would go to…Horrible!  There was no Coke or Juicy Juice or even low fat milk.  So running out of wine would be a big, BIG problem.

So let’s look at the story together, it’s only a few verses long.  As we read, be looking for what you think is the most important sentence.  (Read the story from John 2:1-12 from a simple translation like NIrV, or have one of your best readers read it.)   

So here’s the question: what do you think was the most important sentence in the story?  (Wait for responses.)   Those are all good and mostly thoughtful answers.  The entire Bible is important; there isn’t one sentence that should not be there.  The whole Bible is good for us.  But I think there is one sentence in here that will help us know how to deal with difficult situations.  It’s verse 5.  Mary, His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever He tells you.’  She was His mother, yet she knew that Jesus had the power, Jesus had the answers to even the simple, almost silly questions like, ‘What are we going to drink?’

As we go through our days and weeks, it is helpful for us to remember Mary’s response, ‘Do whatever He tells you.’  When we get to the point where we can do whatever Jesus would want us to do, in every situation, we will live a healthier, happier, holier life.  We will make the wise choice every time we decide to do whatever it is Jesus wants us to do.

Let’s think about this for a minute. You are on your way to school and you see someone being bullied, how would you respond?  Do whatever Jesus says.  Or someone asks you to cheat or steal something, what do you do?  Do whatever Jesus says.  Your parents ask you to turn off the computer or game or TV, and you are right in the middle of something.  Do whatever Jesus says.

But, but, but, you say, I can’t hear Jesus, and besides, He never talks about computers or walking to school or any of that stuff.  

Really?  Oh, but He does.  His word, the Bible helps us get through every, and any, situation that we might face.  If we get into the habit of reading the Bible, even if it’s just a few verses every day, we will grow wise and know what to do in every situation.  That’s a promise Jesus made to His disciples, and if you are following Him, His Word and His Holy Spirit will guide you.”
Activity:

[Make bookmarks with cardstock, yarn and a hole punch.  Give each child a piece of cardstock that is 8.5” X 2.75” (A sheet of cardstock cut into 4 pieces.) Have the kids start by writing the three following questions somewhere on the card.  Make sure they don’t write on the top inch of the card.  Have readers (and writers) help the non-readers.]  

What does this say about God?

What does this say about people?

What am I going to do about it? 

[Have stickers, markers, crayons, etc. for the kids to continue decorating their bookmarks as you punch a hole in the top.  Give each child a 6-8” piece of yarn and demonstrate how to tie it, then to fray the ends to create a fringe.]

Application:

Whenever you read your Bible you should be able to ask these three questions.  And if you take the time to do that, you will grow wise and when you get into a tough situation you can say to yourself, like Mary did, ‘Do whatever He tells you.’ And you will know what to do.

Memory Verse:  Romans 1:17 (NIrV) 
The good news shows how God makes people right with himself. From beginning to end, becoming right with God depends on a person's faith. It is written, "Those who are right with God will live by faith.”

 [Write the verse where everyone can see it.  Have the kids repeat it several times.  Erase.  Rewrite the verse, but make mistakes and have the kids correct you until it is rewritten correctly.]

Children’s Lesson – Week 7
Do Whatever He Says 

Scripture Context:  John 2:1-12
Memory Verse:   Romans 1:17 (NIrV) 

The good news shows how God makes people right with himself. From beginning to end, becoming right with God depends on a person's faith. It is written, "Those who are right with God will live by faith.”

Lesson Goals:  Children will learn that Jesus can be trusted and obeyed.


SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Pieces of paper with different everyday scenarios that students face written on them.
Discussion Questions:

· What did Mary ask Jesus to do in this story?

· What was Jesus’ response to His mother?

· What does this story say about God?

· What does this story say about people?

· What am I going to do about it? 

· Mary told the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.”  Do you trust Him enough to do whatever He tells you?  
· What does He tell us (you and me) to do?

Personal Response: 
Non-Readers:  Play a game of “Mother May I”.  Help the kids see that in the game they needed to follow “Mother” but in their real life they need to follow Jesus.  

This story may seem like it is about wine.  But really it is about obedience, and it’s about trust, isn’t it?  The question for this week is: Do you trust Jesus enough to obey Him?
I’d like you to quietly think of ways you can better obey your parents.  This shows that you trust God.
Readers:  Think of everyday scenarios that your students will face in a typical week.  Write each down on a piece of paper.  Let students take turns pulling a paper, reading it quietly and acting it out.  Let the others guess what they’re doing.  Then together “do whatever He tells you.”

This story may seem like it is about wine.  But really it is about obedience, and it’s about trust, isn’t it?  The question for this week is: Do you trust Jesus enough to obey Him?
I’d like you to quietly think of ways you can better obey your parents.  This shows that you trust God.
Children’s Lesson – Week 8

Following Jesus Can Be Hard

Scripture Context:  Mark 10:17-27
Memory Verse:   Matthew 6:24 (NIrV) 
No one can serve two masters at the same time. He will hate one of them and love the other. Or he will be faithful to one and dislike the other. You can't serve God and money at the same time. 

Lesson Goals:  Children will learn that even good stuff can get in the way of following Jesus.


LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Read and familiarize yourself with Mark, chapter 10.

· Pray

· Provide a small reward for each child. (Sticker/candy/toy, etc.)

Opening:  

Play a simple game of Simon Says.  After a round or two ask a few of the kids who were eliminated early, “Why was it hard to do the right thing when the instructions were so simple?  What would have made it easier for you to stay in the game?

Today we’re going to hear a story about a young man who said that it was easy for him to always obey, but really following Jesus was hard for him.
Bible Point:

This might be one of the hardest lessons to talk about.  It’s about a young man who said that he wanted to follow Jesus.  He said that he followed all the commandments ever since he was a little boy.  What do you think about that?  (Allow for responses.)  He might have actually been a very good person, but nobody obeys all of God’s commands all the time.  If we did we wouldn’t need Jesus.  So he was either mistaken or he was not telling the truth.  The Bible says that Jesus loved this young man.  Jesus wanted the man to follow Him, but he also wanted him to know how difficult it would be.  Jesus wanted this young man to not just talk about doing the right thing but to actually do the right thing.  And that is where it got hard for this young man.

So how does this lesson about a rich young man apply to us, today?  Not many of us are rich.  In fact, because you are kids you depend on adults for almost everything.  Even if your parents are rich you still need them.  So what’s the big deal with this story?  (Wait for responses.)

We could all have something that keeps us from following Jesus.   It might be the friends we choose.  It might be school or sports.  It might be karate class or gymnastics or ballet or music or art. 

Every one of those things I just mentioned might be good, right? The rich young ruler wasn’t bad because he was rich.  Where he went wrong was when he thought his good stuff was better than following Jesus. 

Many of us don’t have any problem giving up bad stuff to follow Jesus, but giving up good stuff might get in the way.  Sometimes what gets in the way of following Jesus is not a bad thing, but a good thing that we think is really important.  Like good grades, or good friends.  It might be a book or a game.  Maybe it is your favorite movie or television show.  What other things can get in the way?  (Wait for responses)

I would like us all to be very quiet for a few moments.  Not long, just a minute or two.   I would like you to ask Jesus a simple question.  If Jesus is not your Savior and Forever Friend, now might be the time to ask Him to forgive you and make you part of His family.  But if you are a Christian, if Jesus is your forever friend, ask Him this question: What do I have that is getting in the way of following you, Jesus?

Now just sit still and listen.  What is Jesus asking you to put aside, so you can follow Him?   Let’s pray… (Close with an appropriate prayer.)

Activity:

Play a game of “Follow the Leader” with the teacher as the leader.  After moving around the room doing simple tasks, add more and more difficult tasks.  If possible provide a small reward at the end.  

Following Jesus may be difficult but the reward is great.
Application:

Many (or most) of us here in this room know about Jesus.  Some of you are even Christians (Christ Followers, Forever friends).  So here’s a difficult question: Do you do what Jesus wants you to do?  Do you obey Jesus?

Memory Verse:  Matthew 6:24 (NIrV) 
No one can serve two masters at the same time. He will hate one of them and love the other. Or he will be faithful to one and dislike the other. You can't serve God and money at the same time.
[Write the verse on a board. Say the verse together several times then erase a word and say it again.  Keep erasing random words and saying the verse together until nearly all the words are gone.]

Children’s Lesson – Week 8
Following Jesus Can Be Hard

Scripture Context:  Mark 10:17-27
Memory Verse:  Matthew 6:24 (NIrV) 
No one can serve two masters at the same time. He will hate one of them and love the other. Or he will be faithful to one and dislike the other. You can't serve God and Money at the same time. 

Lesson Goals:  Children will learn that even good stuff can get in the way of following Jesus.

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Paper 

· Pencils, crayons, markers

Discussion Questions:
· What do you think were some of the things that might have made this young man go away sad?

· What was keeping him from following Jesus?

· What did Jesus want him to do?

· If you are rich can you follow Jesus?

· What are some of the bad things that keep people from following Jesus?  

· What are some of the good things that might keep people from following Jesus?

· Why do you think these things can get in the way?

· What can we do to keep things from becoming more important than God?  (Or “to keep God in first place?”)

Personal Response:

Non-Readers:  Most of us have had things that we did not want to share with anyone.  Draw a picture of one thing that you would not want to share.
Pray this prayer with me (or make your own):  ‘Dear God I want to follow you.  Sometimes it is hard.  Help me to make wise choices.  Help me give up things that get in the way.  Help me love you more.  Amen.
[Write Matthew 6:24 on the bottom of each page before the child leaves.]
Readers:  Most of us have had things that we did not want to share with anyone. Write a paragraph about one thing you would not want to share. 
Pray this prayer with me (or make your own): ‘Dear God I want to follow you.  Sometimes it is hard.  Help me to make wise choices.  Help me give up things that get in the way.  Help me love you more.  Amen.’ 
Now crumple up the paper and throw it away, and say, God help me follow you no matter what.
Children’s Lesson – Week 9

I Will Go Where He Sends Me

Scripture Context:  Acts 16:6-10
Memory Verse:   Romans 15:13 (NIrV) 

May the God who gives hope fill you with great joy. May you have perfect peace as you trust in Him.  May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope. 

Lesson Goals:  Children will learn that God guided His people in the past and He will guide us today.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

· Bibles. 

· Read Acts chapter six.  

· Reading about Paul’s missionary journeys will help you understand the context of this week’s lesson. 

· Pray.

· Provide a Large Sheet of Poster board for each group.

· Provide paper, markers or crayons for each child.


· Provide a couple of bandanas or some type of blindfolds 

Opening:

Blindfold a couple of children.  With the words of a friend guide them through a “maze” of still bodies (other children).  Repeat as time permits.  

Getting through obstacles when you don’t know where you are going can be difficult.  That is why it helps to have a friend and guide.  Today’s story from the Bible talks about a friend we can trust no matter what.

Bible Point:

When we read the Book of Acts we see the power of God in ordinary people.  They don’t seem ordinary to us because they did extraordinary things.  We see disciples of Jesus touching people and the people are healed.  We see followers of Jesus being tortured, some killed, because they are Christians, but even in the middle of those really bad things, more and more people keep choosing to follow Jesus.

In the short passage we are reading today we see Paul and his companions traveling from place to place.   When we first see Paul it was in Acts, chapter 7 at the killing of Stephen.  Verse 58 says, ‘They dragged him out of the city. They began to throw stones at him to kill him. The witnesses took off their coats. They placed them at the feet of a young man named Saul.’

God changed Saul in a miraculous way, showing him the way the truth and the light.  If we are followers of Jesus, He’s done the same thing for us.  Once Saul, who was called Paul by his Roman friends, trusted Jesus, he started to go all over the place telling people about Jesus.

How did he decide where to go?  (Wait for responses.)  He let God guide him.  If you remember Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to all believers.  Jesus said in Luke 12:12 that the Holy Spirit will tell you what to say.  That is a promise for you and me too, if we trust Him.

The point of this story is that Paul and the other leaders of the early church trusted, listened, and followed the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  And we can do this too.

The Holy Spirit will never tell us to do something that is wrong or that goes against what the Bible says.  Holy Spirit leading will always agree with the Bible because it is the Holy Spirit who gave the writers of the Bible the words to say.  

If we read the Bible, pray, and trust God; the Holy Spirit will guide us in making the wise choice.

Activity:

As a group draw a map of the church’s neighborhood or community around your church.  Let each student mark where they live.  Include schools, neighborhoods, stores, etc. 

As a group pray for your neighborhood, that the Holy Spirit will help you share Jesus with the   people who live there. 

Application:

The Holy Spirit will guide those who really want to follow Jesus.  He will help you love people in a whole new way.  He will guide you and help you make wise decisions.   He will help you reach out to those in need...if you want Him to.

Memory Verse:  Romans 15:13 (NIrV)
May the God who gives hope fill you with great joy.  May you have perfect peace as you trust in Him.  May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope. 

[Have the kids make a small poster. (8.5x11; larger if you have larger paper available.)  Have them write the verse and any symbols or illustrations that will help them remember the verse.]

Children’s Lesson – Week 9

I Will Go Where He Sends Me

Scripture Context:  Acts 16:6-10
Memory Verse:   Romans 15:13 (NIrV) 

May the God who gives hope fill you with great joy. May you have perfect peace as you trust in Him.  May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope. 

Lesson Goals:  Children will learn that God guided His people in the past and He will guide us today.
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Preparation: 

· Paper
· Pencil, crayons, markers
· Poster board
Discussion Questions:
· Can you think of ways the Holy Spirit guided people in the Bible?

· What are some of the ways the Holy Spirit can help us?

· Who are some people who need to know about God’s love?

· Do you have friends who don’t seem to know anything about God?  

· What are some ways you can help them?

· Does the Holy Spirit ever lead a person to do something that is a sin? 

· Does the Holy Spirit ever lead a person to do something that goes against what the Bible says?

· Keep in mind that the Holy Spirit is God and will always guide you in making the wise choice, the right choice.

Personal Response:

Non-Readers:  Draw a picture of your house and then add your neighbor’s houses.  Can you add people and pets?  

In today’s story we heard about men and women who were led by the Holy Spirit.  In other stories in the Book of Acts we can read about different ways that God’s Holy Spirit led people to say and do things.  He always led them to places where they could help other people.
This week when you pray, ask the Holy Spirit to remind you to pray for your neighbors,   to do something nice for your neighbor and to tell your neighbor about Jesus.


Readers:  In today’s story we heard about men and women who were led by

the Holy Spirit.  In other stories in the book of Acts we can read about different ways 
that God’s Holy Spirit led people to say and do things.  

Let’s make a list of the ways you think people can hear from God.  Get responses from the group and write them on a large piece of poster board that everyone can see.  

Here’s a “think about it” question.  Have you ever thought you heard from the Holy Spirit?  What was He telling you to do?  How did you know it was God speaking to you? Did you obey?

This week see how many places you can find the Holy Spirit in your Bible.  (Bible Gateway ://www.biblegateway.com/ is a resource they could use if you have a computer, it lists 105 passages.)  What will the Holy Spirit do for you?

When you pray, ask the Holy Spirit to remind you of people you can pray for.  Ask for guidance in making wise decisions.

