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Miracles: The stuff science can’t explain.

What is a miracle?
As defined by Webster’s dictionary, a miracle is an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs.  Basically meaning, when we can’t understand or explain how something happens in our lives.  A different definition says this: an extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or accomplishment.  
A miracle is when God does something that we cannot.  It could be healing someone, creating the world, or getting rid of our sickness that we have.  

This summer we will be talking about miracles, the stuff science can’t explain.  We will see how powerful, awesome, and extraordinary He is. 
Say:
In lesson 1 we talked about creation.  How God is so powerful and how He created everything. Today we are going to move along in the story of mankind, and talk about Noah and the flood.  
God created people and it was good. We read this in the first couple of chapters in Genesis.  Then we, humans, got greedy and wanted power that wasn’t for us to have.  Adam and Eve made a mistake and sinned against God.  He told them one thing, they did another.  It is because of their choice sin entered the world, and has never left.  Humans kept sinning and not listening to God.
Except for one.  A man named Noah. God was not very happy with humans and was thinking about wiping them out and starting over.  Then He remembered Noah and how good he was.  God was happy with Noah and wanted to use him for good.  
They talked and Noah was told to build a big boat or an ark.  He was told to take a male and female of every animal with him on the boat because a flood was coming. 

Ask:
1. Has anyone ever seen a flood?
a. If so, what was it like? If not, what do you imagine it would be like?
2. Why would God flood the Earth He created?


Activity 1: supplies needed: Tub with 1 inch of dirt.  Big jug of water.
1. Find small items around the room to bury in the dirt. 
2. Make sure everything is covered with dirt.
3. Pour water into the tub and make it over flow. 
4. Examine all the hidden objects.  Did they stay in place? Or did the “flood” disrupt things?

Explain:

This little experiment we did was to simulate the flood.  God made it rain and rain and rain for days.  40 to be exact.  We only used a little bucket of dirt and water, but all our objects were messed up.  Imagine what the Earth would have looked like completely covered in water.  Can you picture how messy and gross everything was? 


Read Genesis 6:9- Genesis 8.


Ask:
1. How is this story a miracle?
2. What do you think science says about the Ark?
3. Do you think it was possible?
Read:
In Noah’s time, the boats or marine transport that was available was mainly hollowed-out logs and reed rafts.  A massive ship, like Noah’s would take years to build, and we wouldn’t see another one like it until the mid-nineteenth century AD.  Before even starting the project of building the boat, Noah would have needed a lot of education in naval architecture, and in fields that would not be known for thousands of years such as physics, calculus, mechanics, and structural analysis.  Noah had no shipbuilding tradition behind him, no experienced craftspeople to offer advice either.  Where did he learn the framing procedure for such a structure? Nearly a millennium passed before Egyptian boat lengths could increase form 150 feet to 200.  The leap in size that Noah’s vessel had to take was just not possible.  The leap in size, safety and skill required by Noah is far too vast for any naturalistic explanation.  
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1. How did Noah do it?
2. Was it Noah who build the Ark? Or did God help, making the building of the Ark a miracle?

 
Say:
This shows us how God is all powerful, how He in fact can give us knowledge and skills that we don’t already have to do things for Him.  Noah had never built anything close in size to the ark, but with the help of God, he was able to.  The story of Noah and the ark is a miracle, because it was an outstanding accomplishment that would not have happened without God’s help.  
Pray. 

Activity 2: supplies needed: any building material (Legos, blocks, paper, etc.)
1. Have the kids try to build the best boat they can.
2. Fill a tub with water, and see if they float or not.  Also see if you can create a large boat and make animals to be housed on the boat.  

