Advent 2015 Children’s Lesson
WEEK 1

LOVE Revealed: To Bring Justice

Scripture:  Isaiah 42:1-9 

Theme Verse:  

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations” (Isaiah 42:1 NIV).

Lesson Goals:


1. Students will learn that God sent His only Son to redeem the world. 
2. Students will thank God for being with us and living among us.
3. Students will understand that they should show His love to others.  
LARGE GROUP PORTION

Welcome the kids, and begin by explaining that today is the first Sunday of a time called Advent. Advent comes from a Latin word meaning coming. We are celebrating the birth (or coming) of Jesus, and the hope of His return! 

Lesson Preparation

Supplies:

· Cardstock (any colors)

· Safety scissors

· Crayons
· Other items used to decorate letters (could include stickers, felt, glitter, etc.)
· Advent wreath with candles (3 purple, 1 pink)
· Lighter or matches
Love Letters: 

To make your love letters, each student will need four big letters cut from cardstock: L, O, V, and E. Depending on the age of the students, you might need to cut out the letters in advance. You will then instruct the students to decorate each letter in whatever creative way they desire. They should decorate the letters in a way they feel represents God’s love in sending His Son, Jesus. If you want, you can ask the children to think of a word that describes Jesus by using the letters of the word – L.O.V.E  (i.e. Loyal, Victorious, etc.).
You will need to arrange the décor items on each table evenly for each group of students. Feel free not to give them too much instruction, as the goal is to allow them to be creative in their expression of how they see God’s love. Once each child has completed their craft, allow them to “reveal” their work to the class (like a show-and-tell time). Let them share their creation with the other students.
Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Scripture Readings

An adult will light the first (purple) candle on the Advent wreath. Tell the kids that today’s theme for the first Sunday of Advent is hope. We are celebrating the hope that the people felt when Jesus was born, and the hope of His return! Did you know that Jesus will return to earth someday and bring peace and justice? We don’t know when, but we look forward to the day!

Long before Jesus was born in the manger in Bethlehem, God had everything planned, and He even gave us clues, or prophecies, about Jesus. These Scriptures are just some of the clues God gave us about His Son.

Invite kids to look up the Scripture verse and come forward to read it aloud:

Isaiah 9:6 “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (NLT).

After you read the Scriptures, say:

We can rejoice and celebrate, because God sent His Son to be born for us, and God is always near. God sent His Son to bring justice. What people use for bad, God can use for good!

Hands-On
Jesus came to bring JUSTICE. What is Justice?

Have the kids repeat after you: Justice – “Doing what’s fair when others don’t care.” Do this a few times so the kids will begin to understand what Justice is. 

Worship

Recommended songs:

· “Joy to the World,” by Amber Sky Records, http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34742/Joy-To-The-World
· “Come, O Come Emmanuel,” by God’s Kids Worship http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/28014/O-Come-O-Come-Emmanuel
Activity – “Not Fair Don’t Care.”
Ask if everyone knows how to play “Paper, Rock, Scissors.” Most likely they will, but if there are some who do not, briefly give them the instructions for the game. Put them in pairs. Assign them each a title – Player 1 or Player 2. Tell them that they will play the game several times with their partners(s) and the first person to win 10 rounds wins a prize. 

After they’ve played through 3 rounds, tell them that all of the Player 1s can no longer use “Rock.” Let them play through 2 rounds. Then instruct them that all of the players with brown hair lose the next round. Have them play through one round. Then instruct them that everyone who is Player 2 can no longer use “Paper.” Let them play through 2 rounds. At this point, the kids are probably getting pretty frustrated and complaining, “This isn’t fair.” Tell them they are going to play 3 more rounds, but all of the students who are right-handed lose one round. At this point, they will probably be quite frustrated. You will have to gauge when to cut them off. 

Now distribute a prize to all of the students who played for hanging in there even though the conditions weren’t fair or right. Have them gather in a circle around you for the explanation. 

It is hard to keep playing when we feel like the game isn’t fair or right! God sent Jesus into the world to make things right, to bring justice! We have so much to thank God for, especially for sending His Son. He came down from heaven to be with us so that we could experience His love in a new way. He brought justice to earth to redeem and save us! 

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Memory Verse 


“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NIV).
Practice the memory verse a few times with the kids. 

Then allow the kids to raise their hands and share some examples of unjust situations. Talk about how things around us are sometimes unfair and unjust. We cannot control how other people act. But with Jesus in our hearts, He will help us treat other people fairly and justly. 

Reinforcement Questions 

· God sent His Son to bring _________ (Justice).
· What is Justice?

· How can YOU show justice to those around you?

· What does it mean that God sent His only Son to earth?

· How does God’s love impact your life?

· How does Jesus make us new?

· How can you show God’s love to others this week?

Closing:

Go around in a circle and allow the kids to thank God for His justice. Thank Him for making things right. 
Advent 2015 Children’s Lesson

WEEK 2
LOVE Revealed: to Give Life

Scripture: John 1:1-18

Memory Verse:


“In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind” (John 1:4).
Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn the connection between the Word and Jesus.

2. Students will learn the story of Jesus being born on earth to bring love, life, and light.

3. Students will understand the meaning and value of light.

Large Group Portion:

Lesson Preparation


Supplies:


Advent wreath with candles, matches or lighter.


Make arrangements for the room lights to be shut off briefly.

Lighting the Advent Candle

An adult will light the first and second advent candles on the Advent wreath.  Tell the kids that today’s theme for the second Sunday of Advent is love.  Remind the students of the meaning of Advent and what a special time this is as we prepare for His coming at Christmas.  

Jesus came to earth at Christmas because of His love for us.  He actually revealed His unlimited love by leaving heaven, becoming a baby, and arriving to a sinful earth, providing spiritual light for us.

Scripture:  1 John 3:1a

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”

Bible Lesson

Read John 1:1-5; 9-10; 14 (NIV)

Mention that in this Scripture, “the Word” is Jesus (this will be discussed more in small groups).  Re-read the Scripture verse and have different students replace “the word” with “Jesus.”  Take some time to discuss with the students how different this sounds, and what it really means. Talk about the fact that when we have an important message to tell someone, we use words. We either speak words or we write words. God wanted us to know how much He loves us. So He sent His Son, Jesus, to show us by the way He taught and the things He did just how much God loves us. Jesus was not a written word, or a spoken word; He was the Living Word of God.
Also, focus on the fact that Jesus came to earth to provide light to us (v. 9).  Jesus knew that sin was in the world, and we needed a way to escape sin and its consequences.  He became a light shining on the world, showing the harmful ways of sin, and showing that He was the way of salvation.        

An illustration about light:

Have fun with the students by briefly turning lights off, then back on.  Do this two or three times, having the students talk about what light saves us from.  Give a few examples to get them started:


Saves us from running into each other.


Saves us from tripping over stuff.


Saves us from hurting ourselves.  

As the leader, think of a time when you tripped over something because you didn’t see it.  Talk about how, if a light had been shining on the thing you tripped over, you would have seen it and not tripped.  Make the point that Jesus is light; He can save us from living in the dark, keep us from tripping over sinful things, and make us spiritually safe.  That is real love for us!

Optional:

Have a flashlight (or several depending on room size) available.  Turn room lights off and flashlight on.  Shine the flashlight on a few items.  Talk about how we can only clearly see the things that the light shines on.  Jesus provides the only light that lets us see our sin and ask forgiveness.

Illustration from Science:

Before the service, purchase or borrow a radiometer (also known as a Crooks radiometer).  They can be found in many high school science departments.  
The Scripture tells us that Jesus was the light that came into the world to give us life.  Engage the students as you shine light onto the radiometer to show how light will give life to the device!  The vanes move only when light shines on them.  Remember, Christ is the light – let Him shine in you to give life, just like the radiometer.  Have the students speculate on why this works.  Make the point that we may not know exactly how the radiometer works, but we do know that Jesus is the light and His love works perfectly.  

Worship:

Recommended songs –

“Light of the World” – Hillsong Kids

Craft:

 Create a representation of light and life.  

Draw and cut out a sun from a paper plate or other paper.  Have the students color.  As an alternative, have available pictures of a sunrise that can be colored.  Also, have available pictures of Jesus that the students can cut out and/or color.  Paste or tape the picture of Jesus in the middle of the sun (or sunrise).  Mention that Jesus is the true source of light for each of us. 

Small Group Portion:

Memory verse:

John 1:1 and John 1:4

Connect Word and Jesus.  Explain the Bible uses “word” because at the creation, God “spoke” and the earth was created.  God’s words can create something from nothing, and His spoken word caused the earth to be formed!  Just words did this, something we cannot imagine and only God can do.  When Jesus came, He was the Word that would provide spiritual life.  He came to provide a way for our salvation and eternal life.

John (v. 4) tells us that Jesus was life.  Explain that Jesus existed before the world, was at the creation, and life was given through God and God alone.  Life, as we know it, started with Jesus.

Discussion Questions:   

1) Have the students talk about how only God could create life.  Discuss what is “life” – what is being alive and one of the miracles of humanity is that no human can or ever will create life.  Only God can do that – wow!
2) Ask the students if they understand they are alive because Jesus created life?  
3) Contrast light and dark.  Why is light more fun?  Discuss how Jesus came to provide spiritual light, and all we have to do is accept it. (This is a time to ask students if they have accepted Jesus.)
Prayer:

a) Have a time of prayer – would any kids like to accept Jesus in their heart?  (Or use today’s         lesson of accepting the light that Jesus provides.)

b) Thank God for giving us His Son that sheds light on everything we need, and provides life for all of us.

Advent 2015 Children’s Lessons
WEEK 3
LOVE Revealed: To Forgive Sins

Scripture:  Matthew 1:18-23
Memory Verse:  


“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew‬ 1‬:21‬ NIV)‬‬‬‬‬‬
Lesson Goals:

1. Students will learn about Jesus’ earthly father, Joseph, and what might have been going through his mind when Mary got pregnant and he wanted to break up with her.
2. Students will learn that Jesus was sent to save them from their sins.
3. Students will learn that God loves them so much that He sent us His Son Jesus.
4. Students will thank God for sending Jesus.
LARGE GROUP PORTION

Intro – Confession Time
Say this:

It is confession time. Let’s all be really honest for the next few minutes, shall we? As I read through this list, please raise your hand if this is true of you (You may want them to bow their heads and close their eyes).
· In the last week you disobeyed your Mom or Dad. You didn’t listen to them. You ignored them. You fought with them. You argued with them.
· In the last week you fought with your brother or sister. You yelled at them. You pushed or hit them. You called them a name.
· In the last week you were selfish, which means you didn’t think about others first, but you thought of yourself first. You tried to get in the front of the line. You tried to get the seat you wanted in the car and the toys or games you wanted first.
· In the last week you lied. You just didn’t tell the truth because you know that you would have gotten in trouble. You lied because you needed to get what you wanted and if you didn’t lie then you wouldn’t have got what you wanted.
Whoa! We are all some really bad people aren’t we?! Did you know that almost everyone raised their hand? That must mean that we all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. We have fallen short of what God wants for us. Even though we all try to do good, we sometimes do the wrong thing. We really need God to come and help us with these sins.
Today, we are going to learn what the angel told Joseph about the child that his fiancé was carrying and what this child was going to do. But first, we will light our Advent Candle.


Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Scripture Readings

Today is the third week of Advent. Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming.” We are celebrating the birth of Jesus, the time when He came to earth!

Have an adult help a student light the first, second and third (purple) candles on the Advent wreath. Share with the kids that today’s theme for the third Sunday of Advent is joy. 

We can rejoice, because God sent Jesus to save us from our sins! 

Read the lesson’s Scripture focus:
“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).”

(Matthew 1:18-23 NIV).
After you read the Scriptures, say:

We can rejoice, because God sent Jesus to save us from our sins! 

Bible Lesson 

Matthew 1:18-23 The Birth of Jesus Christ
Dress up in a Bible costume and pretend to be Joseph. Share Joseph’s perspective on the birth of Jesus.
Hi. My name is Joseph. You’ve seen me in all the Christmas plays and movies because I am the husband of Mary (Jesus’ mother). But that’s getting ahead of ourselves.

I was betrothed to an amazing young lady. Her name was Mary. She was so awesome! I was so excited to get to spend the rest of my life with such a wonderful and kind young woman. Things were going so well. I was preparing the home where we were going to live. Mary was preparing herself for marriage. Everything was going according to plan.

Do you know what “according to plan” means? Well, the plan means that you get betrothed (you all call it “getting engaged”). Then you get ready for marriage. Then you have a week-long marriage celebration. Then you and your wife become one. You move into the house the man has been preparing. Then, God willing, children come along. Children, after all, are a sign of God’s favor and blessing on a marriage.

That was the plan: betrothal, preparation, marriage, and children. First one down and Mary and I are working on the second part: preparation.

Then the plan got wrecked. Oh, man, did it get wrecked. I discovered that Mary was pregnant. That’s not the right order of the plan. Then she told me that the Holy Spirit was responsible for her pregnancy. Yeah, right. God miraculously made you have a baby. Yeah, sure. That’s a convenient excuse for being pregnant before marriage – blame it on God.

I was so devastated. And yet, I loved Mary. I didn’t want to break the betrothal publicly, but I had to break it off; it was the right thing to do. So instead of publicly breaking it off with Mary, I had it in mind to do it privately. This is the tension of love and justice. I didn’t want to, but I had to.

Then the most incredible, wild, and strange thing happened: I was visited by an angel of the Lord in a dream. Yeah, if someone were to tell me that, I wouldn’t believe them either (kind of like how I didn’t believe Mary). Here’s what the angel said:

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

So Mary was right all along! I felt horrible with the way I had treated her. It took God Himself to tell me what was really going on. Jesus. The Savior of our people. Wow.

So I did the only thing I knew to do. I obeyed. I married Mary and when the baby was born, I named Him Jesus. Jesus, that little baby would become the one God would use to save our people, and the world. To rescue us. To forgive us. Pretty amazing story, huh? Yep, if I were you, I’d have difficulty believing it, too. It takes great faith to believe something that you can’t see. Trust me, I know!
Activity: Leading the Blind
Supplies: a blindfold, one willing participant
Pick a brave student who is willing to be blindfolded, then blindfold that student. Spin them around a couple of times in order to completely disorient him or her. Then, either an adult or a trusted student needs to verbally guide the blindfolded student from one end of the room to the other while getting around various obstacles in the way (other students, chairs, tables, etc.). This gives both the student that is blindfolded as well as those watching the blindfolded one a palpable sense of trusting in things you can’t see, but relying (having faith) in the words of one who does see.

Joseph wasn’t quite sure what to believe about Mary and his betrothed bride-to-be being pregnant. He couldn’t see what was really happening until the angel revealed it to him. Jesus tells us later: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:31 NIV). While Joseph was able to see, we do not see, but we can see with the eyes of faith. Believe that Jesus is real and that He has saved us from our sins.
Worship 

Recommended songs:

· “I Believe in Jesus” (HillsongKids)

· audio and lyrics: http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/i-believe-in-jesus/
· video: https://youtu.be/nz9WBGJQ5Ks 
· “Beautiful One”
· video: http://www.worshiphousekids.com/worship-tracks/48291/Beautiful-One-
Game Option: Forgiveness Relay (https://whenoneteachestwolearn.wordpress.com/2013/03/11/the-stoning-of-stephen-acts-68-760/)
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“Ahead of time, mark out a heart on the floor using tape or chalk. Inside the heart, place several objects (blocks, etc.) with labels listing different hurtful things that children might do to teach other (i.e. lying, calling someone a mean name, being selfish, cheating in a game, etc.). On the opposite side of the room, place a basket on the floor that is large enough to hold all the objects. Tell the children that when someone does something wrong to us, it hurts us, but Jesus commands us to forgive them . . . even when it [is] difficult to do. Explain that in this game we’re going to practice forgiving others and clean up our heart.

 “Have the children line up on the wall on the opposite side of the room from the heart. Explain that when it is their turn, they will run over to the heart and bring it back to where everyone else is standing. Read what is written on the object aloud, then throw it in the basket on the floor and altogether say, ‘I forgive you!’”

SMALL GROUP PORTION
Memory Verse

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew‬ 1‬:21‬ NIV)‬‬‬‬‬‬
 Go over the memory verse a few times with the kids. 

Give the kids a few minutes to make up motions for the verse so they can internalize it kinetically.
Discussion Questions 

· Do you think you are a good person who sins a little, or do you think you are a bad person who sins a lot and does good sometimes? Or maybe somewhere in the middle?

· What is the truth? How does God see us?

· Why do you think Jesus’ coming to earth is so important? I mean, what could one man do?

· Do you let God forgive you? Or do you feel like you still need to be punished?

· How can you truly embrace the amazing love of God and His grace?
Activity: Stained Glass Cross
(http://www.kidsofintegrity.com/lessons/forgiveness/kick-craft)

“Make this beautiful ‘stained glass’ cross, then hang it in a prominent place to remind your family to practice forgiveness. You will need transparent packing tape and tissue paper in a variety of colors.
“Cut two strips of packing tape. Lay one strip on a firm surface, sticky side up. Lay the second strip across the first strip to form the shape of a cross. Have your children rip up small pieces of tissue paper and stick each fragment to the cross. When the sticky surface area is covered in tissue paper, use two more strips of packing tape to seal the tissue paper between the two layers of the packing tape. Help your children cut off the tissue paper that extends beyond the edges of the tape, then hang the finished cross on a window. You may also wish to make a cross-shaped paper frame for your “stained glass” cross. As the light shines through the cross, it serves as a reminder that, despite our sin, we can be beautiful when God’s light shines through us.”


Reflection: Wages of sin
In Romans, a guy named Paul writes these seven words: “For the wages of sin is death . . .” (6:23 NIV). What does “wages” mean? Yes. Payment. It’s like consequences for when you do something wrong. If you cheat in school you get in trouble. You pay for it. If you’re disobedient at home, you get in time out or privileges get taken away. You pay for your sins.

According to God, the payment of sin is death. Uh-oh. Remember all the things we confessed to at the beginning of this story? Disobedience, fighting with your brother or sister, selfishness, and lying? Those are sins, aren’t they? Yep. Uh-oh. What does that mean? “For the wages of sin is death . . .” Death. Wow, that sounds kind of harsh, doesn’t it? Yep. The consequence of sin is death. Physical death eventually, but spiritual death, separation from God right now. Sin separates us from the God who loves us and created us.

That’s why Jesus is SO important. He came to earth, lived, died, and came back to life to pay for our sins for us – so we don’t have to. Jesus took our place so we don’t have to. God loved us so much that He sent His very own son to die in our place. This is how much God loves us. He desperately wants to forgive us. And through Jesus Christ, He has.

Thank God for Jesus. And thank God for God!

Take a moment and write out a prayer of thanks to God for what He did for us.
Advent 2015 Children’s Lessons
WEEK 4
LOVE Revealed: Love is Here
Scripture: Luke 2:8-20 Angels announce the birth of Jesus to the shepherds. 

Memory Verse:
“ The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them” (Luke 2:20 NLT).
Lesson Goals:


1. Students will learn about the birth of Jesus and the announcement to the shepherds.
2. Students will understand that God wants everyone to know about Jesus.
3. Students will remember that God is not far away; He is always with us.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Lesson Preparation
Using pictures or actual pieces from the manger scene, minus the wise men, hide them throughout your space before the kids arrive.

Gather any props or costume pieces that the kids may want to use in retelling the story of the angels and shepherds. You can get creative: use a pool noodle instead of a shepherds crook.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Intro – Find the Manger Scene

Supplies:

Pictures or actual pieces from the manger scene, minus the wise men, hide them throughout your space before the kids arrive.

The manger scene has gone missing and you have to help me find it and put it back together. 
Once the manger scene has been reassembled…

Thank you for your help in putting the manger scene back together. For this activity we had to go and search for the pieces, find them and then bring them back. One of the amazing truths about the Christmas story is that God doesn’t want us to have to search for Him. We don’t have to go out and search the farthest reaches of space to find God, we don’t have to climb the tallest mountain, or get lost in the woods. God came to us. God didn’t want to be hidden or lost. He wanted to reveal His love for His creation by coming to earth.

Lighting of the Advent Candle and Advent Scripture Readings

Today begins the fourth week of Advent. Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming.” We are celebrating the birth of Jesus!

An adult will light the first, second, third, and fourth candles on the Advent wreath. Tell the kids that today’s theme for the fourth week of Advent is “love.” 
God loves us so much that He gave us the first Christmas gift: His Son, Jesus! He revealed or showed us His love through Jesus.

Invite kids to look up the Scripture verses and come forward to read them aloud:

 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.  Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”  
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child.  All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them. (Luke 2:8-20 NLT)

After you read the Scriptures, say:

God loves us so much, that He sent Jesus for us! He revealed or showed us His love by coming to earth!

Bible Lesson 

Luke 2:8-20

Supplies: 


Gather any costume pieces that relate to the Christmas story


Stuffed animals like: cows, sheep, donkeys


Props like: shepherds’ staffs (use pool noodles if you don’t have a staff handy)

Read a verse or two of the Scripture passage.
Choose children to come up to the front to reenact that section.
Read it again and have the kids act it out.
Continue with this pattern, choosing different children for each part.
You may have them act out the animals’ behavior when a whole bunch of shepherds suddenly bursts into the manger scene.
You may also want to have all the kids participate in making a terrified face (the shepherds in verse 9).
In all your fun and enthusiastic acting, don’t allow it to get too carried away and forget the point of the story that we are trying to remember. God so loved us that He revealed himself to us by sending Jesus. 

Object Lesson – Birth announcements

Supplies: printed birth announcements from the newspaper or from online. Facebook is another place where people announce children’s births.

You may not remember because you were very young, but most parents are very excited by the birth of a child. They want all of their friends to know the great thing that just happened.

Read some of the announcements. Be careful if you have kids in foster care, or children who were adopted. Many parents who adopt children have adoption celebrations and announcements similar to birth announcements.

A birth announcement is a way to let family and friends know the news of a baby’s arrival. Jesus’ birth was announced but in a very different way. His arrival on this planet was announced by angels and told to shepherds who then told everyone they saw about the Savior’s birth. 
In your small group time today you will create a birth announcement for Jesus as a way to remember and maybe as a way that you can announce the revelation of Jesus to your friends.

Worship 

Recommended songs:

· Away in a Manger, by Yancy http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34525/Away-In-A-Manger 

· Angels (Gloria) by Amber Sky Records http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/34741/Angels 

· Silent Night by JumpStart3 http://www.worshiphousekids.com/worship-tracks/48429/Silent-Night- 

Video Options

There are many great video options to share the Nativity story with kids. Here are some ideas.

Suggested videos:

· The Christmas Story, from Worship House Kids http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/34412/The-Christmas-Story 

· Christmas Sand drawing, from Worship House Kids http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/21913/Christmas-Sand-Drawing-5-Matthew-2116
· Charlie Brown, Real Meaning of Christmas http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKk9rv2hUfA
· The Christmas Story, from Cherub Wings (geared toward younger kids; start at 2:30 for this week’s Bible lesson) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAdr_K1OcrY
SMALL GROUP PORTION

Memory Verse 



“ The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.” (Luke 2:20 NLT).


 Go over the memory verse with the kids a few times. 

Option #1 – Ask the kids to act out the memory verse.

Option #2 – Ask the kids to create motions for the verse.

Option #3 – Write the verse on a white board and then begin erasing words. Make sure that “seen” is the last word left. 
Discussion Questions
 

· Why were the shepherds excited? 

· What did they do when they heard the message from the angels?

· What did they do after they had seen Jesus?

· What does revealed mean?

· How can we tell people about the fact that God revealed himself through Jesus?

Activity – Buddy buddy

Supplies needed:


crackers


cheese spread


plastic knives

Partner kids up with a buddy and have them put one arm around their partner’s waist so that together they can only use one person’s right hand and the other person’s left hand. They should try as many of these activities as possible with their partner again only using one of their hands.

· Have them clap hands like they are applauding the birth of a baby

· Have them high five another group

· Have them try to untie and then tie one of their shoes

· Have them try to make a snack of crackers and cheese spread and then feed it to their partner.

Discussion Questions

· Was it easy to do these activities with a buddy, using only one of your hands?

· What was the most fun activity for you to try with your buddy?

· What ways do you think having God as a part of your life is similar to this activity?

· What ways do you think having God as a part of your life is different from this activity?

Hopefully they will understand that God wants to be with us and help us every day of our lives. 
God didn’t want to stay hidden or far way. He revealed, showed us, how much He loved us by becoming one of us. God loves us so much that wants to be a part of our lives every day. He wants us to know He will be with us during the good times and the hard times. God wants us to rely on Him in everything we do.

Take Home Object: Birth Announcements

Supplies:


Paper


Crayons


Markers


Printed examples of birth announcements

The Bible doesn’t tell us how much Jesus weighed as a baby, we don’t have a picture of what He looked like, but let’s create a birth announcement that we can use to tell others that God loves them and that He revealed, showed how much He loves them by sending Jesus.
Allow kids to use their creativity in making an announcement about Jesus’ birth.
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