Advent 2015: LOVE Revealed

LOVE Revealed. Revealing His LOVE for the world, God sent His only Son so that we might live through Him. It is LOVE that drove heaven down, and it is this same LOVE that redeems, reconciles, transforms, and makes all things new. God is with us and He lives among us. This Christmas season may those around you be drawn to His LOVE Revealed! 

How is the curriculum written?

The goal of this curriculum is to give you appropriate background and material to lead your students through a spiritually challenging Advent. 

In each lesson, we will provide you with an outline of a message that you can use. This will not be typed out word for word, but if you spend time familiarizing yourself with the material and preparing you should have enough material for a 20-25 minute message.

 Feel free to get creative and insert your own illustrations and stories. Also, pray through the message and adapt it to fit your context and students. God has put you in that place for a reason, and you know your students better than we do. 

There are also some questions that you can use for discussion at the end of the message, or as a part of a Sunday School or small group time. 

What is Advent?

In recent years, more and more Wesleyan churches (and other evangelical congregations) have begun to observe the season of Advent. Historically, Advent is recognized as starting on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day. This year, Advent begins on Sunday November 29.

Within the wider Christian world, Advent is actually more like Lent than it is like Christmas. In some evangelical churches, Advent has been a way to extend the Christmas season to match American culture’s tendency to celebrate Christmas throughout December. Historically, though, Advent is quite distinct from Christmas: it is a time of introspection, repentance, and preparation. Think of it this way: God is coming to your heart; Advent is a time to prepare your heart so He will feel welcome there. 

At the same time, Advent is “softer” than Lent. While Lent focuses on the cross, Advent focuses us on the manger. Lent challenges us to follow Christ to His death; Advent invites us to receive salvation from a baby. Lent calls us to re-think our lives in light of the amazing gift of Christ’s death; Advent inspires us with the mystery of the Incarnation, the primary Gift that inspires us all to give gifts to each other during the season. 

Advent encourages us not to rush into celebration, to reserve a part of our hearts for the hard work of preparation, so that when Christ comes – be it His Second Coming, or the simple knocking at the door of our hearts that occurs every day – we are ready to receive Him. This curriculum will help lead your youth – and maybe even yourself – through this transformative experience. 


Lesson Overviews and Scripture

Week 1: LOVE Revealed: To Bring Justice – Isaiah 42:1-9

As we kick off the Advent season, this first week is all about our anticipating Jesus’ mission to establish justice in the world. The world that we live in is broken and in a mess. Our individual lives reflect that brokenness as well. Jesus came to fix all the brokenness and mess in which we find ourselves. He also wants us to be active participants in this redemption process which makes all things new. 

Week 2: LOVE Revealed: To Give Life – John 1:1-18

This week is all about Jesus as the light and life of the world. We live in a dark place in which sin has confused and darkened our world. Jesus is the light that brings healing and redemption to the world. As we reflect on Jesus’ entering into this dark place, we find that even though we live in a dark place, there is hope! 

Week 3: LOVE Revealed: To Forgive Sins – Matthew 1:18-23

This third week of Advent is all about the mission that Jesus was on to “save his people from their sins.” Often we try to avoid the reality that we are in a predicament – we all have sinned and fallen short. The amazing thing about God is that He sent Jesus to take our sin and shame so that we could walk in freedom. This week is all about realizing that through Jesus we have freedom. 

Week 4: LOVE Revealed: Love is Here – Luke 2:8-20
	
This final week of Advent is our opportunity to declare that Jesus has arrived! There are seasons in life in which Jesus seems distant. We anticipate His arrival much like we anticipate Christmas morning, but the gift of Jesus is so much more powerful and amazing than anything we could ever hope to receive. He is here and lives among us. 




Week 1 – LOVE Revealed: To Bring Justice 

Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9

Introduction:

As we kick off the Advent season, this first week is all about our anticipating Jesus’ mission to establish justice in the world. The world that we live in is broken and in a mess. Our individual lives reflect that brokenness as well. Jesus came to fix all the brokenness and mess in which we find ourselves. He also wants us to be active participants in this redemption process which makes all things new. 

Preparation Prayer:

Father, as I prepare to deliver this message, I ask that you first help me to grasp what it means for me to understand and live out the words that you are bringing through me. Help me to know what it means for you to bring justice to a broken world. Help me to surrender my agenda and my will to your agenda and your will and faithfully deliver the message that you have given me. Amen.  

Key Points to Communicate

1. 	This world is broken because of sin. 
2. 	Jesus came to establish justice – to make things right. 
3. 	Jesus transforms individuals as well as communities.  
4. 	Jesus wants us to participate in making things right.   

 Message Outline: 

I. Open with prayer 
II. Introduce the students to Advent
a. Take a look at the “What is Advent?” section in the introductory material. 
b. Discuss the importance of our understanding the deeper meaning behind the Christmas season, that it really is an opportunity for us to draw nearer to God and to anticipate His work in both our individual lives as well as the community.  

III. Introduction - The “mixed up” world we live in…
a. The goal here is to build tension and grab the listener’s attention. 
b. Think of a way to illustrate the concept of a “broken world.” Because of sin, we live in a world that is out of place and mixed up. 

Point 1 – This world is broken because of sin. 

a. All around us we can see the effects of sin and injustice. It doesn’t take long to see situations that may cause us to lose hope and become frustrated. 
b. Talk about situations at school that may not seem fair or that are clearly unjust or out of place. Here are just a few examples: 
1)	Bullying, disrespect for teachers and other students
2)	Gossip, Backstabbing, Fighting, etc. 
c. Optional illustration: 
What is the biggest puzzle you have ever put together? Did you know that the largest puzzle ever created was 551,232 pieces?*

Imagine the overwhelming feeling of attempting to put those pieces back into place? It took 1,600 students 17 hours to assemble this monster! 

Do you feel like your life is just one massive jigsaw puzzle that is impossible to put back together? Now think about the entire human population and all of the different parts of the world and think of the amount of puzzle pieces that represents. 

Like a massive jigsaw puzzle that is broken in pieces, our world is broken because of the results of sin. We live in a world that is out of place and mixed up. 

*For more info and media: http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/largest-jigsaw-puzzle-most-pieces

IV. Biblical Perspective – Read Isaiah 42:1-9

The goal in this section is to highlight the fact that Jesus came to bring justice – to make things right. 

Point 2 – Jesus came to establish justice – to make things right.

a. This is what Isaiah 42:1-9 is all about - God putting our world back together and making things right again through the work of Jesus. 
b. Jesus is the “servant” that Isaiah is referring to in verse 1. 

Point 3 – Jesus transforms individuals as well as communities.  

a. 	Bringing justice brings healing and restoration to broken systems, communities, and the entire world. Jesus came to . . .
1)	Bring justice to the nations (v. 1).
2)	There are many situations in our world in which Jesus is actively working to bring them in line with what is good and right. This is not an overnight fix or something that happens on our timeline! It is something we hope for and something we long for in our world. 
3)	There were oppressive systems in the past (e.g. slavery) that were unjust, and many believers worked to see that system abolished, which brought justice. There are still oppressive systems in our world today that are unjust and Jesus is working through believers today in order to make things right. 
c. Bringing justice also brings healing and restoration to individuals (vv. 6-7). 
1)	to open eyes that are blind . . .
2)	to free captives from prison . . . 
3)	to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness . . .
4) 	When we trust and believe in Jesus, our lives can begin to be put back together and we are healed and made whole again through His power. 
d. Jesus is the most important piece in putting the puzzle back together. It is in Jesus that we are healed of our sin as individuals and we see the injustice and sin of the world lose its power. We celebrate His coming and also anticipate His work in us and through us to complete the process of bringing justice into the world.  
e. Jesus has the perspective and the plan that we need in order to see things made right. 

V. Application for student’s lives

The goal of this section is to point students towards practical steps that they can take in order to participate in the work of “making things right.”

Point 4 – Jesus wants us to participate in making things right.   

a. Not only did Jesus come to establish justice in the world, He wants us to participate in that process by following His example. 
b. Jesus wants to “bring justice” to your life and make things right in your life by healing you and delivering you from brokenness. 
1)	He has power over nagging sin in your life.
2)	He can bring you peace if you are restless. 
3)	He can heal any pain that you bring to Him. 
4)	Trust Jesus with the pieces of your life! 
c. Jesus wants you to participate in bringing justice to others. What are you doing to help put this broken world back together? 
1) 	Look around at the situations you find yourself in: 
a)	Your home
b)	Your school
c)	Your friends
d)	Your youth group. 
2)	What can you do to be a witness to the healing power of Jesus? Are you following the example of Jesus and living in such a way that is pointing others to Him? When you see something that is clearly wrong and out of place are you actively praying and seeking ways to make things right?

Small Group Discussion Option

1. What are some situations that seem out of place in your world? (family, school, etc.) 

2. Why do you think God cares about those situations?

3. What do you think your role in those situations is to be? (Ask yourself, “What can I do to help?”)

Bottom Line

Jesus came to make things right in this world and He wants us to participate in the process. 


Week 2 – LOVE Revealed: To Give Life 

Scripture: John 1:1-18

Introduction

This week is all about Jesus as the light and life of the world. We live in a dark place in which sin has confused and darkened our world. Jesus is the light that brings healing and redemption to the world. As we reflect on Jesus entering into this dark place, we find that even though we live in a dark place, there is hope! 

A great song that can go along with this message is “My Lighthouse” by Rend Collective. You can have a worship team sing it, or just simply play it at some point; be creative!  

Preparation Prayer
Father, I know that my understanding of you is limited and cloudy at times. There are seasons that I feel in the dark and I misunderstand what you desire me to be and do. Even in the midst of that darkness, I know that you are my light and my life. Guide me as I seek to deliver the message that you want me to deliver. Empower me through your Holy Spirit to bring this message in a way that shines light in the darkness, Amen. 

Key Points to Communicate

1. Navigating life is not easy because we live in a dark and confusing world. 
2. Jesus breaks through the darkness and lights the way for us.
3. Following the light of Jesus leads us to eternal life. 

Message Outline

I. Introduction – The importance of light . . .

	a.	The goal here is to build tension and grab the listener’s attention. 
	b.	Think of a way to illustrate the challenges of living in a dark and confusing world. 

Point 1 – Navigating life is not easy because we live in a dark and confusing world. 

a. John 1:4-5 (NIV) says, “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. “ We live in a dark and confusing world. 
b. Anyone who says that navigating life is easy probably hasn’t lived very long or hasn’t stepped outside of a bubble. You may be just starting to realize that life is a lot more complicated than when you were in elementary school. There are new feelings that complicate and new relationships and responsibility that can stretch us. As we get older we are also introduced to new temptations and opportunities that may seem ok, but really aren’t. 
1)	This is a great opportunity for a personal story about how you misunderstood something growing up.
2)	Or perhaps you have a story about any confusing moment you have had in life. Life can be confusing! 
c. Following Jesus is confusing and tough! We don’t see Jesus clearly, because all we have ever known is the darkness of our world. Even those who know the light admit that they don’t always understand what God is up to in their lives and in the world. We are growing in our understanding, but we are still wrestling with it. 
d. The darkness was brought on by sin.
1)	When sin entered the world through the choice of Adam and Eve, darkness and death entered the world. 
2)	The consequence of sin is death. 

II. Biblical Perspective – Jesus, who is light and life, came into the world (John 1:10-13)! 
The goal of this section is to explain and illustrate the solution to our sin problem – Jesus. 

Point 2 – Jesus breaks through the darkness and lights the way for us. 

a. Jesus, who is without sin, breaks through the darkness. 
1)	Jesus, who is the possessor of life, came in the flesh (v. 14) as a beacon of light and placed His life and light in His followers to shine and break through the darkness. 
2)	We are a lot like a ship that has been lost at sea with broken instruments and under a thick fog. We are in need of a lighthouse (you may need to explain what a lighthouse is to your students). Jesus is a lot like a lighthouse for us. We were lost in darkness and God sent Jesus to shine in the darkness to guide us and give us life. 
b. When we find the light, we find life. 
1)	John 1:12– Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God . . . 
2)	When we trust Jesus, the darkness in our lives is defeated. We can walk in the light of His example and navigate the challenges we face because of His light. We are brought back into the light! 
c. The light can be unpleasant! Healing takes time and sometimes we have to let go of our control, admit when we are wrong, and the healing process can be painful – like surgery. Sometimes Jesus has to perform surgery on our hearts in order to heal us. 

III. Application for student’s lives
The goal of this section is to give practical direction to your students in how they can embrace the light of Jesus. 

Point 3 – Following the light of Jesus leads us to eternal life. 

a. Receive Christ.
1)	Perhaps you have yet to say, “Jesus, I want to follow You!” If that is the case, then I would invite you to take that first step into the light. 
2)	Confess your sins and trust Him to forgive you.
b. Stop trying to live life alone.
1)	Often we need to surround ourselves with other followers of Jesus to help illuminate the darkness we are experiencing. Having trusted Christians to lean on when times are challenging can give us the guidance and strength we need. 
2) 	Remember, there is strength in numbers. “Though one may be overpowered, 
	two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).
c. Trust Jesus to guide you safely to shore.
1)	Ultimately, this passage of scripture calls us to a deeper devotion and trust of Jesus as our guide and ultimately our lives. Whatever storms or darkness you are facing, continue to trust that Jesus is leading you through the darkness.
2)	Sometimes we have to be willing to stand in dark places during dark times and allow Jesus to shine through us. We may be ridiculed for our relationship with Jesus but it’s only because Jesus is misunderstood which means we will be misunderstood. Take courage during those times that Jesus will give you the strength you need and the direction you need when you need it. 
3)	As we anticipate Jesus through this Advent season, we are really anticipating the light shining in all areas of our world.  
d. Speak life and encouragement to those around you everyday – we have the opportunity to be light to those around us. 

Small Group Discussion Option

1. What are some things that make it difficult to understand who Jesus is?

2. What can we do to work through those confusing issues or challenges?

3. What are some ways that we can allow the light of Jesus to shine in us and through us?

Bottom Line

Jesus came to a dark world to give life – and we can experience that light and life through a relationship with Him.  

Week 3 – LOVE Revealed: To Forgive Sins 

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-23

Introduction
This third week of Advent is all about the mission that Jesus was on to “save his people from their sins.” Often we try to avoid the reality that we are in a predicament – we all have sinned and fallen short. The amazing thing about God is that He sent Jesus to take on our sin and shame so that we could walk in freedom. This week is all about realizing that through Jesus we have freedom. 

Preparation Prayer
Father, as I move into this next message reveal any sin in my own life that I am still holding onto. Help me to trust fully in your forgiveness and grace and give me the wisdom and courage to repent and follow you. Help me to understand the grace-filled message of forgiveness that you are calling me to give to my students. Give me clarity and confidence in my delivery of your Word, Amen. 

Key Points to Communicate

1. We all have sinned. 
2. We often try to hide our sin by hiding from God and others. 
3. Jesus came to save us from our sins and give us freedom.

Message Outline

I. Introduction to Matthew 1:18-21

The goal for this section is to build tension and illustrate the fact that we have all sinned and fallen short and we often feel the shame and conviction that comes with our sin.  
a. Read Matthew 1:18-21 
b. Imagine the feelings that Mary and Joseph were going through during this time!
c. For Joseph, finding out that your fiancé was pregnant and you weren’t the father would have been devastating. He was clearly ashamed and hurt as he decided to divorce Mary quietly.  
d. Imagine Mary’s feelings! Imagine getting blamed for something that you didn’t do. Mary was pregnant before she was married, and had no proof until an angel appeared to Joseph to clear things up and establish the truth. 
e. Even after Joseph had heard from the angel, he still had to make the choice to follow through on the marriage despite the questionable timing of Mary’s pregnancy (most would have assumed that Joseph had gotten Mary pregnant before they were officially wed, which was a big no-no in this culture). So, Joseph made a courageous choice and followed God’s leading and thereby came in on the shame that Mary would have had to endure alone, had he gone through with the divorce. 

II. Point 1 – We all have sinned.

a. Have you ever felt really ashamed of something or someone? (Good opportunity to share a story of your parents or family embarrassing you when you where younger.) Have you ever felt the shame or embarrassment or maybe regret for something you did? Use some different examples of sins that students may be struggling with in your context – DON’T USE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES or examples that are clearly someone in the room. Pray through this and leave it out if you aren’t comfortable with it. 
1) 	Perhaps you lied about something you know was wrong.
2) 	Maybe you are looking at images and videos online that you’ve been told are wrong but you did it anyway and you make sure to go back through your browser history and you delete it so no one will find out. 
3)	Maybe you cheated on a test and lied to cover it up to the teacher.
4)	Other examples of sin that students struggle with.
b. We definitely don’t like to get caught when we do something bad and we often try to cover it up – perhaps by lying or denying what we did. We may feel the guilt and conviction of that sin and not know how to handle it so we will do everything to avoid the punishment or the repercussions of that sin.

Point 2 – We often try to hide our sin by hiding from God and others.

a.	The reality is that we cannot manage our own sin. 
b.	No matter how hard we may try to avoid it and cover it up, there is no way to avoid the consequences and repercussion of our sin. 

III. Biblical Perspective

The goal for this section is to highlight the fact that Jesus came to save us from our sins and to take on our sin and shame. 

a.	Now, Joseph and Mary did not sin by having Jesus, but there are some parallels to what Jesus does for us and our sin and shame. Like Joseph did for Mary, Jesus enters into our shame and takes on the burdens of our sin. 
1)	Jesus was not afraid to “take us as His wife” meaning He didn’t divorce us quietly or write us off. He isn’t afraid of our sin.  
2)	Often we run from grace because we feel unworthy or that we have messed up way too much for God to forgive us – but this is not the case – He loves us so much that He is willing to take all of our junk and wipe it clean.  

Point 3 - Jesus came to save us from our sins and give us freedom.

b.	In the ultimate act of forgiveness and love, the perfect and holy God – blameless in everything – came and took on the guilt and sin of the world so that we – anyone who believes in Jesus – would have life. That is what true love is all about! 

IV. Application
The goal of this section is to proclaim the freedom that we have because Jesus has come to forgive us of our sin. 
a. Receive forgiveness for your sins.
1)	Maybe you have yet to let go of sin that is in your life.
2)	This is a great opportunity to lead students in a time of response. 
b. Forgive others who sin against you. 
1)	Sometimes we have a hard time forgiving others of sins that they have committed against us – this can cause bitterness and keep us from experiencing God’s full power to release us from sin. Jesus also calls us to forgive those who have hurt us (Matthew 6:14-15).
2)	When we sin, we sin against Jesus and yet Jesus came and forgave us of our sins. It can be hard for us to forgive others, but it is through the power of Jesus that we are able to forgive and be freed from that bitterness. 
c. Open up to a parent or trusted mentor about a sin that you are dealing with. Sometimes talking to someone whom we trust can help us deal with letting go of our sins to Jesus. 

Small Group Discussion Option

1. Have you ever experienced a really embarrassing moment in life? Tell us about that moment and how it made you feel. 

2. We don’t know how Mary and Joseph’s friends and family reacted to the news that she was pregnant. How do you think they would have reacted?

3. Even though Joseph knew that Mary’s pregnancy was of God, do you think he still hesitated to go through with the marriage?

4. Why do you think that it is hard to open up about the junk (sin) in our lives?

5. Why do you think it is hard to forgive others who have sinned against us?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Bottom Line
 Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins. 

Week 4 – LOVE Revealed: Love is Here 

Scripture: Luke 2:8-20

Introduction
This final week of Advent is our opportunity to declare that Jesus has arrived! There are seasons in life in which Jesus seems and distant. We anticipate His arrival much like we anticipate Christmas morning, but the gift of Jesus is much more powerful and amazing than anything we could ever hope to receive.  

Preparation Prayer

Lord, as I prepare for this message may I realize the amazing truth that you are present with me right now. You are present with all of us. Thank you for not abandoning us in our mess. You came to walk with us through the pain and junk of life so that we may truly know the joy of a restored relationship with You. Give me the words to speak as I lead the students you have trusted me to lead, Amen.  

Key Points to Communicate

1. Just because God doesn’t seem near, doesn’t mean He’s not. 
2. Jesus is always available and present. 
3. Jesus’ presence is more powerful and amazing than anything else we may receive in this life. 

Message Outline

I. Introduction – Read Luke 2:8-20
a. The goal of this section is to build tension and illustrate the idea that there are seasons in life in which God may seem distant. 
b. For roughly 400 years before Jesus’ birth, God was silent. 400 years! To those who were anticipating the arrival of a messiah, it may have felt like He would never arrive! 
c. For many of us, the days leading up to Christmas Day often feel like they are going to drag on forever. That is what makes Christmas such a fun season, the anticipation of what that day is going to bring. Many of us look forward to opening presents, visiting with our family, and eating great food. 

Point 1 - Just because God doesn’t seem near, doesn’t mean He’s not. 

d. Have you ever been disappointed with a present you received because it wasn’t exactly what you were expecting? Or maybe the day didn’t turn out like you were hoping it would, and it ended up being a let down? Often our expectations of God are like that, we expect that God is going to be and do exactly what we think He should be and do and then when He’s not, we either get disappointed or assume that He doesn’t really exist. There were many who were anticipating the Messiah as being a powerful, political, warrior who was ready to avenge Israel’s enemies and establish an earthly Kingdom. They expected a noble, esteemed Messiah, not one who arrived in a humble manger and who grew up as a common Jewish boy. Many of us are also waiting on God to show up in our lives – or we are wondering if He is going to show up at all and we feel distant and alone. 
e. Often our expectations of who God is and should be are not accurate representations of who He really is, so we feel abandoned or alone by that “god” because that god never really existed in the first place. God may seem far off because we aren’t looking in the right place. 

II. Biblical Perspective

This section is all about declaring the message that Jesus is here and available right now to all of us; we may just need to have our expectations adjusted!

Point # 2 - Jesus is always available and present. 

a. This week, I have the opportunity to declare to each of you, just like the angels did to the shepherds in Luke 2:10, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” 
b. The shepherds had the incredible opportunity to be among the first humans to hear about the arrival of the long awaited Messiah. 
1)	Imagine the feeling of knowing that the time had finally arrived and the Messiah was here, it might be similar (although on a much larger scale) to what it feels like when Christmas day arrives and you know you are about to open presents! 
2)	This is a time in which you could think of a personal story or illustration of a time that arrived that you had been anticipating.
 
Point #3 - Jesus’ presence is more powerful and amazing than anything else we may receive in this life. 

c. Jesus’ joy is better than anything else. 
1)	We are all hoping to get joy out of something in life. We may be waiting for that next video game to come out, for the day we get our driver’s license, for summer to arrive, for the day we can finally get out of our parents’ house – but all of those things eventually fade away and disappoint. Even our Christmas presents eventually lose their luster. 
2)	However, when we put our faith and trust in Jesus and in His ways, we find that Jesus exceeds our expectations of what true joy is all about.  
d. God may seem distant and but He is closer than you think – in fact He is here with us right now!
1)	Often our expectations of what God should do for us, or what we think we know about God gets in the way of allowing God to show up in new ways in our lives. Are you giving God the freedom to work in His ways or are you limiting Him to your ways?
2)	God doesn’t arrive on our terms, but on His. Even later on in life He disappointed many and failed to meet other people’s expectations of Him. If He fails to meet your expectations, maybe it is time to examine those expectations. 

III. Application for students

This section is all about finding ways to experience the presence of God and to pass that on to others. 
a. Don’t put God into a box
b. Receive Christ as Savior
Jesus is here and can be in your life today! Don’t put your relationship with God off as something to worry about later! 
c. Take time to look beyond your own needs and wants this Christmas and practice generous giving so that others can experience the love and presence of Christ. 
d. Take time this Advent season to lean into a spiritual discipline. 
1)	Read the Christmas story.
2)	Take some dedicated time each day to pray. 
3)	Take some intentional time away from something that may be distracting you, so you can focus on God. 

Small Group Discussion Option

1. Share about some of the traditions and parts of Christmas you are looking forward to this holiday. 

2. Have you ever anticipated an event (birthday, Christmas, party, etc.) that turned out to be a let down? How did you feel?

3. How do you think the shepherds felt when they heard the news about Jesus? How do you think they felt when they arrived to see Jesus?

4. Have you ever experienced a moment in which God seemed near? What was that like?

5. The Jews were expecting a powerful Messiah who would come to establish an earthly kingdom, why do you think He came the way He did (as a baby in a manger)?

6. What are some steps we can take to draw near to the presence of God this Christmas?

Bottom Line
	
Jesus is closer than we think – and He will blow our expectations out of the water if we submit our lives to Him!  
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