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About These Notes

Go Now and Be the Church serves as the text for this sermon series. With clarity and practicality,
this book helps readers understand what it means for God to channel their lives beyond their own
church walls. God brings in his people to be a church so they can pour out with his love and joy—
a community flowing out into community. 

Trust the Lord to enrich your life and the lives of those in your congregation as you explore
what it means to go now and be the church.



Introduction

There is more to life with God than meets the eye. Often we are swept up in the routine of life
and religion, while missing God’s incredible invitation to something more. Unfortunately, it often
takes difficult circumstances to shake us and awaken us to the things of God. That is exactly what
we all need today if we are going to discover living faith and what we find in the story of God’s
people in Jeremiah 29.

Sermon Outline

I. Believes (Jer. 29:4)
A. Living faith believes God is able to take our obstacles in life and turn them into opportunities.
B. Seeming setbacks become setups when we follow God by faith.

II. Lives (Jer. 29:5–6)
A. Living faith lives life to the fullest right where it is today. 
B. Quit waiting for what is next and make the most of what is now.

III. Seeks (Jer. 29:7)
A. Living faith seeks the peace and prosperity of the community.
B. Our personal peace is connected to our community’s peace. All ships rise when the tide

comes in. Would our community miss our church if it closed today?
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Discovering Living Faith
JEREMIAH 29:4–14



IV. Discerns (Jer. 29:8–9)
A. Living faith uses discernment to defeat discouragement and distraction. 
B. Taking our faith beyond the walls of a church will follow a path littered with lies but

compelled by God’s love. 

V. Secures (Jer. 29:10–11)
A. Living faith secures our future in God’s hands.
B. We have disconnected the hope of our promised future from the instructions to live by faith

in our community. It seems living by faith leads us into the future God has for us.

VI. Prays (Jer. 29:12–14)
A. Living faith places prayer at the forefront and finds God and freedom. 
B. Prayer sets the temperature for our relationship with God and frees us for the future we

were created for. What is the temperature of your prayer life privately and corporately?

Conclusion

If we are going to truly go now and be the church, then we all must discover a living faith. God
will call us forward into the future he is creating in our community, but we must prepare our hearts
to say yes by faith. 
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Introduction

We often are unaware of the very things that may be standing in the way of God’s plan for our
lives. God’s grace flows directly to us, though us, and helps open our eyes to see clearly what he
wants us to do next. When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well, he opened her eyes and
helped her discover her true self. Today’s message will unpack this with a series of questions
designed to help you discover yourself and God’s next steps.

Sermon Outline

I. Embrace All (John 4:1–10)
Do I embrace all people regardless of race, economic status, social status, and background? 

II. Meet People (John 4:11–13)
Will I meet people right where they are in life, taking the message of Christ’s love and goodness

beyond the walls of our church? 

III. Help Others (John 4:13–14)
How can I help others see that Jesus is the true source of life, both now and eternally? 

IV. Extend Grace (John 4:15–18)
Do I extend grace and mercy to people regardless of their lifestyles? 
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Discovering Yourself
JOHN 4:1–42



V. Speak Truth (John 4:18)
Can I speak the truth in love and challenge others to move forward in life with Christ and to

leave behind their sins? 

VI. Celebrate God (John 4:21–24)
Do I celebrate God and life through a true spirit of worship? 

VII. Practice Patience (John 4:25–26)
Do I practice patience with others and myself as we all develop and discover what it means to

follow Jesus? 

VIII. Share Good News (John 4:27–30, 39–42)
How do I live on mission and share the good news with my friends, family, coworkers, and

community? 

Conclusion

If we are able to allow the answers to these questions to lead us forward, we will be ready for
the future to which God is calling us. But these are not just questions for us individually. They are
questions we must answer as a church. As we respond and let God have his way, we will find
ourselves being able to go now and be the church.
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Introduction

We all love to receive new things. Today, we are looking at a text that will encourage, challenge,
and invite us to be stretched in order to receive something new. 

Sermon Outline

I. New Path (Luke 5:27–28)
A. Jesus loves us more than we love ourselves (see John 3:16–17)!
B. When we follow Jesus, we must leave our plans for his.

II. New Community (Luke 5:29–30)
A. Jesus changes the dinner table and welcomes “the other” just as he has welcomed us. 
B. Following Jesus leads to new friends and old friends colliding if we are truly sharing the

good news.

III. New Purpose (Luke 5:31–32)
A. Jesus demonstrated a love for the lost that should transform our churches from museums to

hospitals.
B. Jesus’ mission is our mission, both individually and corporately.
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Discovering Something New
LUKE 5:27–39



IV. New Wineskin (Luke 5:33–39)
A. Prayer and fasting make us flexible to receive something new from God. 
B. God has something more for you and us, but we must be stretched to receive it in this season.

Conclusion

Have you discovered something new today? As we continue to let God stretch us into a new
season as a church, I am inviting each person to pray and fast (define and recommend what fits the
context). I am excited to see how God will stretch us so we can all say together we will go now and
be the church! 
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Introduction

The early church experienced such great success in Jerusalem that it seems they forgot Christ’s
words to them in Acts 1:8 to “be [his] witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” It took persecution for the early church to scatter and then embrace their mission
as the sent ones. It is easy to get comfortable and complacent, but Christ calls his people to go
beyond their comfort zones to reach others with his help. 

Sermon Outline

I. Beyond Walls (Acts 8:4–13)
A. We will reach people when we take the message of Christ beyond the walls and meet them

where they are 
B. It took persecution to push the church to preach beyond Jerusalem. What will it take to push

us to preach Christ beyond our walls?
C. Philip preached Christ without a pulpit and with great power. Reaching people with Christ’s

love leads to real results and great joy.

II. God’s Promptings (Acts 8:26–29)
A. From Jerusalem to Samaria, Philip’s ministry was blessed because he was focused on

faithfully following Christ and sharing him wherever he went.
B. We need to say yes to God’s promptings. Promptings without follow-through are missed

breakthroughs.
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Reaching People
ACTS 8:4–13, 26–40



III. Divine Appointments (Acts 8:30–36)
A. If we are available for God’s divine appointments and assignments, he will reach the people. 
B. When we approach others with genuine love and interest, we will find that they are more

ready than we realize to talk about faith. 
C. Reaching people is God’s job. We just need to be available for him and for them.

IV. Who Jesus Uses (Acts 8:37–40)
A. Jesus will use whoever, whenever, wherever, and with whatever he desires to reach people.
B. Jesus is not limited in his ability to reach our world. It is our lack of faith that can serve as

a limitation. 
C. Jesus reached this ruler through Philip and the ruler then reached a nation. You never know

what God might do on a lonely desert road.

Conclusion

Philip’s bold faith and his willingness to preach Christ wherever God led him should challenge
us as witnesses today. Are there people in our community who God is ready to reach if we will just
respond to his promptings? It is time for us to say yes to wherever God is leading and to go now
and be the church. 
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Introduction

The call of every Christian is to be a bridge builder in the world. Christ has built the bridge to
us and then sends us into the world as his ambassadors to build even more bridges. If you have
ever had to wait for a drawbridge when a ship is passing beneath, you know the feeling of despair
and helplessness the lack of a bridge can bring. How many in our community feel hopeless and
helpless right now and need someone to help them see the bridge Christ has built? It is time for us
to embrace our calling as bridge builders and engage our community. 

Sermon Outline

I. Be Humble with a Mind for Christ’s Purposes (2 Cor. 5:12–13)
A. If you are bound by people’s approval, then pride is still having its way with you and you

are not ready to build bridges.
B. The only approval, and the only boast, that matters is Jesus’. 

II. Be Compelled by the Love of Christ and Live for Him (2 Cor. 5:14–15)
A. Jesus laid down his life out of his great love for us. Jesus calls us to lay down our lives to

follow him. 
B. It is Christ’s love that fills us and compels us to say yes to his plans and purposes. 

13

5

Being Bridge Builders
2 CORINTHIANS 5:12–21



III. Be Open to Seeing New Creations (2 Cor. 5:16–17)
A. As a new creation in Christ, we have our eyes, hearts, and minds renewed to see as he sees. 
B. When we realize how he sees us, we begin to see others the same way.

IV. Be Reconciled to Christ and Reconciling with Others (2 Cor. 5:18–19)
A. Christ reconciled us and calls us all to the ministry of reconciliation.
B. Our focus is on seeing people reconciled first to Christ and then to one another because of

Christ in them. 

V. Be Christ’s Ambassador and Accept His Assignment (2 Cor. 5:20–21) 
A. Ambassadors operate with the authority of the one they represent, serving as witnesses of

their will. 
B. God has placed each of us in our communities as his ambassadors, and it is time to accept

our assignments.

Conclusion

Today’s message should burn within our hearts as Christ love compels us to go now and be the
church. There are bridges to be built in our communities and he is ready to use each of us on
assignment as his ambassadors. We just need to say yes and amen (may it be so). 
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Introduction

As we come to the end of our sermon series of Go Now and Be the Church, we have really just
begun a new era. This new era is one that is believed to be marked by our understanding of Christ’s
mission to reach the world and the role we are to play in it as his church. Jesus is the hope of the world
and the local church is his chosen vehicle. Any good vehicle has to leave its garage to serve its purpose
and that is exactly what this series has called us to do—to go beyond our walls with Christ’s love.

Sermon Outline

I. Being Not Doing (John 15:1–4)
A. God’s desire is for us to bear fruit, which often requires pruning. We may need to let go of

good things for God’s better things.
B. Abiding in Christ is different from applauding Christ. 

II. Naturally and Abundantly (John 15:5–8)
A. The issue with abiding requires asking ourselves if we want him more than we want other

things (including fruit).
B. Great fruit gives God great glory when it comes from one who is abiding.

III. Flows from the Father (John 15:9–10)
The missing ingredient in many Christians’ lives is the absence of abiding in the father’s love.

It beings by hearing him say, “I love you” just as you are.
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Bearing Fruit
JOHN 15:1–17



IV. Brings Joy and Love (John 15:11–13)
The world needs Jesus’ joy and love. It is a gift meant to regularly flow in and through you.

V. Chosen and Appointed (John 15:14–17)
A. Jesus’ plan is to work in and through us to reach the world. 
B. It isn’t a lack of desire on God’s part that prevents us from bearing fruit. It may be our lack of

desire for him and the life he offers us. 

Conclusion

It is exciting to think about how much God loves us, wants to walk with us, and wants us to
bear much fruit. God has such great love and desires for each of our lives. He has given us glimpses
through the text of his plans for us individually and as a church. His desire is for us to bear much
fruit in this season as we go now and be the church.
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