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About This Study

Go Now and Be the Church forms the basis of this group study. Here you and your group will
discover what it means for God to channel your lives beyond your own church walls. God brings
together his people to be a church so they can pour out his love and joy—a community flowing out
into community.

The questions provided here are meant to start bigger discussions with group members. It will
be helpful to also use the discussion questions at the end of each chapter in your group. Be sure to
focus on key insights God may have used in your life as you actively engaged in the message.

Trust the Lord to enrich your life and the lives of those in your group as you explore what it
means to go now and be the church.



Week 1

Discovering Living Faith
PART 1, CHAPTERS 1-5

To the Facilitator

To discover living faith, we must first affirm that God is alive and active in the world already.
Begin the group by asking the question, “How is God at work in and around you?” Celebrate the
stories of where God is working and discuss how God is inviting you each to join him in his work.

Focus on God’s Word

In Jeremiah 29, we learn that the people of God had been carried into exile and were being
exploited by their Egyptian oppressors. The situation was dark and depressing, but God was still
at work in the world and moving on people’s behalf. It would take great faith on their behalf to
believe God and to continue living for him in the face of such discouraging circumstances. Beyond
the burdens they were carrying for their oppressors, God asked them to live as a blessing to their
community, even toward those opposing them. The command to “seek the peace of the city” (Jer.
29:7 NKJV) was one that meant they were to seek its wholeness and prosperity. They were by faith
to do what their oppressors were not doing for them. Faith is at its best when our circumstances are
at their worst.

Often our view of God is based on what we believe God has done —or not done—for us. When
difficulties come our way, we may encounter seasons of doubt, discouragement, and even despair,
but a living faith is able to see beyond circumstances to our God who holds it all in his hands. As
Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.” God is able to bend each and every circumstance
for our good and his glory when we live by faith.



Focus on Life

1. Which chapter challenged and/or encouraged you the most this past week? Explain.

2. What circumstances are you facing today that are not what you would choose and beyond
your control?

3. Read Jeremiah 29:11. What hope does this verse give you? Why do you think this famous
verse follows verses 5-107

4. What role does living by faith play in shaping the future God has intended for our church,
our community, and ourselves?

5. How would you describe the current circumstances of the community?

6. What role does our church play in currently helping the community?

7. What does the phrase “living faith” mean to you today? What might it lead you toward
tomorrow?

Wrap-Up
Encourage the group to share one item they will act on this coming week by faith. Close in

prayer as a group by praying for the person on your left (or right) in a circle and praying specifically
for their action item.



Week 2

Discovering Yourself
PART 2, CHAPTERS 6-10

To the Facilitator

In the previous session, your group explored what it means to have a faith that is bigger than
their circumstances and as great as God. They each identified an item to take action on this past
week and prayed for the person next to them. Begin by sharing how putting the action item into
practice went and what they learned from the experience.

Focus on God’s Word

The exercise we just completed was designed to help us become more aware of God’s work in
our world and how we are responding to it. Part of becoming who God has designed us to be in our
world is discovering him and discovering more about ourselves. We all can develop a greater self-
awareness and ability to walk in our identity as Christ-followers. In John 4, Jesus helped the
Samaritan woman discover what she had been missing in life and her response is beautiful. As she
discovered that the deep thirst and longing within her would be fulfilled by Jesus, she ran to bring
everyone she knew to discover Jesus like she did.

The excitement in this moment was too much for the woman to contain and she had to invite
others. Bible scholar F. F. Bruce stated, “The living water which the woman received from Jesus
had certainly become an overflowing fountain in her life, and others were coming to share the
refreshment that she had begun to enjoy. Let us not grow weary in well-doing; the most unlikely
soul may prove the most effective witness.”! This woman appears to be one of the first missionaries
in the gospel and it all began because of Jesus’ willingness to push past the perceived boundaries
of his day. Jesus’ interaction with the woman at the well revealed his human need (asking her for



water) and his divine nature (pushing past social norms). We can discover much about how we are
to live in relationship to others by looking at how Jesus treated this Samaritan woman.

Focus on Life

1. Which chapter challenged and/or encouraged you the most this past week? Explain.

2. Quickly recap John 4 together (ask someone in the group to share the story).

3. Which character (Jesus or the woman) do you tend to relate with more? Why?

4. What are a few things you can learn from the woman? What are a few things you can learn
from Jesus?

5.Jesus went directly through Samaria when many in his day would not have. Is there any part
of your community that you drive around or avoid rather than going to and through it like Jesus
did? Explain.

6. What are you discovering about yourself through this story?

7. When is the last time you responded to something Jesus was doing in your life by sharing it
with others like the woman did?

8. How do you share your faith with others? How could you share your faith with others moving
forward?

Wrap-Up
Jesus teaches us that the who and where of living by faith matters. Who could you share your

growing faith with this week? Where do you need to go this week that you have been avoiding?
Encourage the group to take a prayer walk or prayer drive through these places.

Note

1. F. F. Bruce, The Gospel of John (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1983), 115.



Week 3

Discovering Something New
PART 3, CHAPTERS 11-15

To the Facilitator

As you closed last week, your group was challenged to share their growing faith with someone
and to take a prayer walk or prayer drive through a place they had been avoiding. Begin by letting
the group share their stories and what new things they are discovering.

Focus on God’s Word

We tend to want new things, but not necessarily the change that comes with it. Often we want
something new without wanting the process of change. Isaiah 43:19 says, “Behold, I will do a new
thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert” (NKJV). As exciting as that sounds, and as needed as it may be, the reality
is that those roads and rivers would experience great change. Our resistance to change may be
preventing God from doing something new in our lives. In Luke 5:27-39, Jesus did something new
in Levi’s life and Levi invited all of his friends to the table to meet Jesus. This new table of
fellowship was met with great resistance from the religious leaders.

The pointed questions that the religious leaders asked led to unexpected answers from Jesus.
Jesus made it clear that his mission was (and is) to the lost, and for him to do new things in people’s
lives, they must pray and fast to receive “new wine.” God is often ready to pour something new
into our lives, but we may not be ready to receive it.



Focus on Life

1. Which chapter challenged and/or encouraged you the most this past week? Explain.

2. Does the thought of God doing something new in your life excite or scare you? Why or
why not?

3. Would you describe yourself as open or resistant to the changes that may come with God
doing something new in your life? Why?

4. What changes are you most afraid of facing or making in your life? Why?

5. Why do you think the religious leaders were so upset with Jesus changing the table of
fellowship? What does this teach us about the personal cost of change when God does something
new?

6. What kind of wineskin do you think you are most like? Why?

7. What role has prayer and fasting played in your relationship with God?

8. How might prayer and fasting prepare you to be less resistant and more open to something
new God wants to pour into your life?

Wrap-Up
Celebrate together that God wants to do new things in your lives and that the changes he brings

are for your good and his glory. Consider playing the song “All Things New” by Elevation Worship.
Pick a (whole or half) day this coming week to pray and fast together as a group.
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Week 4

Reaching People
PART 4, CHAPTERS 16-20

To the Facilitator

You closed the last session with celebration that God is able to make all things new and the
group picked a day to pray and fast. Begin by asking the group about their day of prayer and fasting.
Share stories and talk about the new things God is pouring into each person and the group.

Focus on God’s Word

In Acts 8, we are able to see the incredible power of the gospel to reach beyond the walls of our
churches to impact our communities. But the original mandate from Jesus to be witnesses had not
been fully carried out (Acts 1:8). What was originally God sending them became persecution
scattering them. Through it all, God was working and his people began to join him in that work as
they went. Acts 8:1-13 should encourage us and cause us to examine if we are being sent people or
if it will take other circumstances to scatter us. Unfortunately, we are just as susceptible to the issue
of complacency and can wait till the church decline, community disrepair, or financial concerns
cause us to take Jesus’ mission mandate seriously.

There are many miraculous moments where Christ is shared through the boldness and obedience
of God’s people. God prompts them, they respond, and God empowers them. The context for
reaching people is often beyond our walls and requires people who understand they are to be God’s
witnesses sent with his power to the world around them. There may be far more divine appointments
and assignments God has ahead for us if we simply say yes to his promptings.
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Focus on Life

1. Which chapter challenged and/or encouraged you the most this past week? Explain.

2. Do you think the church in America today is effectively acting as God’s witnesses? Why or
why not?

3. How does the idea of the church being scattered or sent challenge your thinking?

4. How would you describe the circumstances around your church and/or community right
now? How does that affect people’s desire or urgency to share their faith?

5. Take a few minutes and describe what you think it looks like to reach beyond the walls of
your church.

6. Read Acts 8:26-40. What can you learn from Philip in this story?

7. How does the Ethiopian eunuch’s statement, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts
8:31 NkyV) affect you? When was the last time you sat with someone to simply answer questions
and share your faith?

8. Have you ever experienced a sense of God prompting you to do something or talk to
someone? How did you respond?

Wrap-Up
We will not reach anyone with the gospel if we are not living as God’s sent witnesses and

obeying his promptings that guide us to where he is already at work. Pray as a group for God to
guide you this coming week and for you to be open to his promptings and serve as his witnesses.
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Week 5
Being Bridge Builders

PART 5, CHAPTERS 21-25

To the Facilitator

You closed the last session affirming that group members must live as God’s sent witnesses
and obey his promptings to reach people. Begin by asking the group if they had any promptings in
the past week or opportunities to be a witness beyond the walls of the church.

Focus on God’s Word

The basics of the gospel itself remind us that our God is the ultimate bridge builder. The gospel
points us to our own sin that separates from our Holy God and from one another. Jesus’ death and
resurrection offers us the gift of life and builds the bridge between God and others. Second
Corinthians 5:12-21 emphasizes the bridge of reconciliation God has created for us and the calling
he has put on us to serve as bridge builders in our world. Part of what it means to be a Christian is
to be a bridge builder, an ambassador of reconciliation, to God and one another. This call is not
just for a few, but it is for every Christian according to these verses.

This passage reminds us that we are saved and sent with a great purpose and great authority
into our world. As his ambassadors, we have the backing of Jesus” authority and the corresponding
resources for all that he has sent us to do in our world. As his ambassadors, we have all the rights
and privileges of the King as well as the obligation to serve as his witnesses in the world we live
in. This is not the pastor’s job or the role of staff or just a few with “that gift.” Living as bridge
builders and ambassadors is the job of every Christian.
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Focus on Life

1. Which chapter challenged and/or encouraged you the most this past week? Explain.

2. When you think of a bridge builder what and who comes to mind?

3. Have you ever thought of yourself as a bridge builder? Why or why not?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 5:12-21 together. What encourages or challenges you?

5. What does it mean to be an ambassador for Christ? Take a moment and rate yourself on a
scale of one to ten as Christ’s ambassador (one being poor and ten being great). Why did you rate
yourself the way you did?

6. How does the reminder of Christ’s authority and the availability of his resources impact your
role as ambassador?

7. What steps do you need to take to grow as a bridge builder and ambassador?

8. What steps do you think your church needs to collectively take to become better bridge
builders and ambassadors?

Wrap-Up

Close by listening to two songs that come from two diverse, yet biblical, perspectives. First
listen to “In Christ Alone” by Kristian Stanfill, and then listen to “Tell the World” by Lecrae (both
are available on YouTube). Pray over what you hear and what these songs represent in building
bridges in our world.
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Week 6

Bearing Fruit
PART 6, CHAPTERS 26-30

To the Facilitator

The final session of this study weaves together all your group has learned, affirming that God
wants them to bear fruit, and reminding them it is only possible by abiding in him. Begin the group
by asking participants to briefly share what they have learned throughout this study.

Focus on God’s Word

God has chosen us to bear much fruit that brings him great glory. What an incredible truth we
need to embrace as Christians. John 15:7-8 says, “If you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” As Jesus’ disciples, our role is to abide in him
and bear fruit for him in the world. The challenge to our thinking on this topic of bearing fruit often
is twofold. First, we must come to the realization that being with God leads to doing for God. We
may have this backwards thinking that what we do for God leads us to be with him. That is the
opposite of what it means to remain, or abide, and bear fruit. A vine cannot go out and bear fruit
and then attempt to bring it back to the stem and root system. In the same way, we must begin by
cultivating our relationship with God, which leads us to do things with him not just for him.

Second, we must embrace that it is not just OK to desire too much fruit, but part of God’s heart
and design for us. We may have been taught not to desire growth or even greatness under the guise
of staying humble. While it is vital that we stay humble, giving Christ all the glory, it is also vital
that we understand great fruit gives Christ great glory. As you continue reading John 15, you
continue to get this beautiful picture of God just waiting to bless us with a deeper friendship with
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him, with his joy, with great fruitfulness, with a deep love for one another, and with the truth that
he chose us.

Focus on Life

1. Which chapter challenged and/or encouraged you the most this past week? Explain.

2. When you think of the imagery of John 15:5-8, what comes to mind for you personally and
for your church?

3. How does the concept that being leads to doing encourage and/or challenge you?

4. What does it mean to transition from servant to friend in your relationship with God?

5. Does the idea of bearing much fruit for Christ’s glory excite, confuse, or intimidate you? Explain.

6. How would you rate your level of joy? Why?

7. How would you rate your level of love for one another? What might help it grow and what
roles can you play in that?

8. What do you see as your next steps toward bearing fruit in the weeks ahead? How can this
group pray for you?

Wrap-Up

As you close this study of Go Now and Be the Church, you have really just begun. This is not
the finish line but the starting line for a whole new journey with God. The best is yet to come as
you say yes to whatever Christ is asking you to do. Close in prayer for one another and the journey
ahead. Consider saying together this benediction: “May we journey together this week learning to
passionately follow Jesus and joyfully serve others. God now and be the church!”
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