Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs large group materials for
Cubbies written and produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the first
quarter of the Awana Club year, beginning in September although none of the lessons are dated.
The next quarter’s material will be available for download August 1.

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana
Clubs partnership. In addition, we have provided you small group leader and parent guides as
well as information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download at
www.wesleyankids.org.

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to
know, love and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs
partnership, please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-
3891.

Serving Him Together,

(A

Rev. Colleen R. Derr
Director of Children’s Ministries
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Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons:

Cubbies Material - Year 1, Quarter 3
The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club segment lets
kids absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:

e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities

e Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements

¢ Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

e Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another

e A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ

¢ Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

For Cubbies, the Large Group Time comes in the middle of the leader’s guide. The following
lessons compliment the Awana materials with the theme, verse, and goal the same as the other
nightly materials. Each lesson includes a “Story Time” which introduces the theme for the day
and captures their attention, a “Quiet Time” that contains the Bible story and challenge, and

“Celebration Time” which provides an activity and real-life application.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

o Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers
e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and
interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence

e Suggested resources:
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o Uncle Charlie: Made 2 Praise and Kids Praise CD’s www.unclecharlie.com

o Promiseland Children’s Ministry- Willow Creek Ministries
www.promiselandonline.com

o Shout Praises K!ds, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song
titles from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all
with the ease of use in MPEG format

¢ Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching Time or
following
For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at

childrensministry@wesleyan.orq for a free download.

Lesson Outlines:
Lessons Written By: Mary Miller
Edited By: Colleen Derr
Week 1: Lord Jesus, You teach me that You are always with me
Week 2: Lord Jesus, You teach me to share
Week 3: Lord Jesus, You teach me to love others
Week 4: Lord Jesus, You teach me to obey
Week 5: Lord Jesus, You are making a home for me in heaven
Week 6: Lord Jesus, You teach me to serve You

Week 7: Easter

Week 8: Wisdom
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Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend:

Building Faith Kids

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids are
"on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson
providing opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of
family activities

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids

icon and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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Group
LessoNnsS

Cubbies Year 1
Lord Jesus, You teach me that You are always with me
Story time: Paul and Silas in prison
Lesson aim: The Lord Jesus is with me all the time
Memory Verse: Matthew 28:20
Lesson Materials:
e Pictures of children (in various situations)
Quiet Time:

(Demonstrate the game peek-a-boo for your Cubbies) When you were very young, did
your mother ever play peek-a-boo with you? Now that you are a little older, have you ever
played a game of hide-and-seek? (Allow for responses to these questions). We have fun
searching for our family or friends when it is just a game but when we are lonely, afraid, or
just really need them, we want the people we love to be with us.

Our family and friends can’t always be with us but there is Someone Who is always
with us, no matter what. Can you guess Who that is? (Allow for responses). Itis Jesus. In

our story, we will find out how He was even with someone in jail! Let’s pray and thank

Jesus for always being with us.
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Story Time:

Do you know what a missionary is? (Allow for responses. If your church supports a
missionary that the children are familiar with, you may wish to use that missionary as an
example to help explain what missionaries do) Our story is about two missionaries named
Paul and Silas. They traveled to many places to tell others about Jesus. Can you think of
some things Paul and Silas could tell the people about Jesus? (Allow for responses)
Everywhere they went, Paul and Silas told people that Jesus loved them. They told the
people that Jesus died for their sins. They told the people how Jesus could save them.

Before Jesus went back to Heaven, He promised that He would always be with those
who believed in Him. His presence was with Paul and Silas as they traveled. Paul and
Silas knew that Jesus helped them as they shared the good news. The people listened to
Paul and Silas. Many of them believed the message of God’s love. They stopped doing the
wrong things they were doing and asked Jesus into their hearts.

But, some wicked men did not like what Paul and Silas were doing. They were
making money doing wicked things and they did not want to stop. They wanted the people
to keep doing wicked things so that they could keep making money. They grabbed Paul
and Silas and dragged them to court to face the city’s judges. They accused Paul and Silas
of causing trouble. “These men are causing an uproar in the city!” they cried. Those
wicked men also got the crowd to accuse Paul and Silas, as well.

Do you think Jesus stayed with Paul and Silas when they got in trouble? (Allow for
responses) Yes, He did. Jesus is always with us.

Paul and Silas had done nothing wrong but the judges had them beaten and thrown
in jail. The guard put them in the most secure cell and placed their feet in stocks. (Explain

what stocks are) Poor Paul and Silas! Their backs hurt, their feet hurt, and they were being
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punished for bringing the people God’s good news. Do you think Jesus was with Paul and
Silas while they were hurting in jail? (Allow for responses) Yes, He was. Jesus is always
with us.

Paul and Silas knew Jesus was with them. They prayed and sang songs of praise
into the night. They sang so joyfully that the guard and the other prisoners listened to
them.

Suddenly, around midnight, the ground began to shake! It was an earthquake! The
doors of the prison were thrown open and the stocks fell from Paul and Silas’ feet. They
could have gotten away. But, Paul and Silas did not need to run away. They knew that
Jesus was with them. With Jesus’ help, they stayed and told the guard the good news of
how to be saved. The guard believed in Jesus. He took Paul and Silas to his house and
bandaged their beaten backs. The guard’s whole family became believers.

Do you remember why Paul and Silas were in jail? (Allow for responses) The next
day, the judges told the guard to release Paul and Silas! Do you think Jesus was with Paul

and Silas? (Allow for answers) Yes, He was. Jesus promises to be with us always.

Celebration Time:

Jesus said, “...I will be with you always...” (Matthew 28:20). That means we can
trust Him to be with us and to help us no matter what happens. (Have pictures depicting
children in various situations. Examples include children playing, sleeping, at home during a
thunderstorm, in church, etc. Show the children each picture). What are these children doing?
Do you think Jesus is with you when you do what these children are doing? How do you
think Jesus can help you when this is happening? (Allow for responses) Paul and Silas

knew that Jesus was always with them when good things happened and when bad things
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happened. You can trust that Jesus is always with you because that is what He promised.
Do you remember what He said? Let’s say His promise together. Jesus said... (Have the

children repeat the verse with you).

©The Wesleyan Church - Spirttual Foemation Department - Chidren's Dividon. Dewnloaded free from www.wesleyankids. org V\'eslbé.ya'ns %
8



Lord Jesus, You teach me to share
Story time: Jesus feeds the 5,000
Lesson aim: The Lord Jesus teaches me to be kind
Memory Verse: John 15:12
Lesson Material:
e Chalkboard/whiteboard
e Snack that is easy to share

Quiet Time:

(Demonstrate sharing using a chalkboard and a piece of chalk). Who would like to
write on the chalkboard with me? (Choose a Cubbie volunteer. Use the child’s name).
and I both want to write on this chalkboard but | only have one piece of chalk. What can |
do? (Children may say, “Share the chalk”, or “Take turns”). You are right! I can share with
. lcanshareby letting ___ use the chalk part of the time. (Break the chalk in half)
I can share by giving ___ a piece of the chalk. | am also sharing the chalkboard with
him. Why do you think it is important to share? (Allow for responses) When we share, we
are being kind to others and this pleases Jesus. Let’s pray and ask God to help us to be

kind to others by learning to share.
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Story Time:

When Jesus was on earth, people always followed Him wherever He went. Do you
remember why people gathered to see Jesus? (Allow for responses) Some people wanted to
hear what Jesus had to say. Some people were sick or hurt and wanted Jesus to heal them.
Many people believed in Jesus as their Savior. Jesus went about telling people of God’s
love. Jesus told the people, “...Love each other as I have loved you”. (John 15:12) (Have
the children repeat the verse with you).

One day a very great crowd followed Jesus. They had seen Him do many wonderful
things and wanted to see what else Jesus would do and say. More people in the
surrounding towns and villages came out as well when they heard that Jesus was nearby.
The crowd grew and grew until there were a very great number of people. Have you ever
been in a very large crowd? Maybe you have seen a sports stadium full of people. That is a
big crowd! Can you guess how large the crowd was that followed Jesus? (Allow for
responses) There were 5000 people! That was a big crowd, too!

The people stayed for a long time to hear Jesus. Soon it was getting late and no one
had thought about what to do for a meal. Jesus cared about the people. He asked a
disciple named Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” Jesus already
knew how He would feed the people but He asked this to teach the disciples to believe in
Him. Philip answered, “If we worked for eight whole months we still wouldn’t make
enough money to feed this crowd!” Then another disciple said, “Here is a boy with five
small loaves of bread and two small fish but how can we feed all these people with just
this?” But Jesus already knew what He would do. It did not matter that the boy’s meal

was small. It mattered that He was willing to share it with Jesus.
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Jesus had the people sit down on the grass. Then, He took the bread and fish, gave
thanks to God for it, broke it into pieces and gave it to His disciples to feed the crowd.
Maybe the disciples were wondering what they would do when the food ran out. Then,
something amazing happened. The pieces did not run out! The disciples shared the little
boy’s meal until everyone had more than enough to eat! Jesus told His disciples to gather
up the leftovers and there were twelve basketfuls! It was a miracle only Jesus could do!

Do you remember what Jesus told the people? (Allow the children to try to say the
verse then have them repeat it with you, again). The little boy was kind to share his lunch
and, though it was small, Jesus turned it into something big. You may think you are too
young to do much for others, but you can be kind and a good way to be kind is to share.

Who knows but that as you are kind in small ways, God may do big things through you?

Celebration Time:

Do you share with your friends? Do you share with your brothers and sisters? Do
you share with other Cubbies? Remember, we are showing kindness when we share.
Sometimes sharing might seem hard when we really want something for ourselves. Let’s
practice sharing today, so we will be more ready to share with others. (Divide the Cubbies
into pairs. If you do not have an even number of children, you can pair some children with adult
helpers. Give each pair one cookie, or some other snack that is easy to divide in half. Instruct
the children to share their snack with each other. As the children enjoy their snack, discuss ways

they can practice sharing and being kind at home).
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Lord Jesus, You teach me to love others
Story time: The good Samaritan
Lesson aim: The Lord Jesus teaches me to help others
Memory Verse: Galatians 5:14
Lesson Materials:

e Large box of stickers, candy, or small treats
Quiet Time:

(Carry in a large box of stickers, candy, or small treats. Pretend to stumble or fumble
with the box so that it drops spilling its contents all over the floor). Oh, now see what | have
done! (Most Cubbies aged children are more than ready to help and will quickly respond by
helping you pick up your dropped items. If your Cubbies do not automatically move to help, you
can prompt them by saying something like “Who will help me pick this up?” Try to get the
Cubbies to respond on their own. Give each child one of the stickers or items). Thank you for
all your help. You showed love and kindness to me by doing that. Our story is about a

man who showed love and kindness to someone who really needed it. Let’s pray and ask

God to help us listen.
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Story Time:

Once when Jesus was teaching the people to love their neighbors, a man asked,
“Who is my neighbor?” Jesus told the man this story to answer his question.

(Encourage the children to help you with this story by saying the word, help throughout
the story. Teach the Cubbies to say the word whenever you point to them. Practice the cue a
few times before you begin the story). One day a man was traveling to the city of Jericho.
The man walked along the dusty road all alone. There was no one else around. Suddenly,
some bad men jumped out from behind some rocks and attacked the man! They beat him
up and stole all his money and everything he had. Then the bad men left the poor man
lying in the road. The man needed help. (Point to the children).

Sometime later, a priest came walking along the road. A priest’s job was to teach
the people about God. Soon the priest saw the beaten man. The man needed help. Do you
think the priest would help the man? (Allow for responses) No! He would not! The priest
crossed to the other side of the road. Maybe he thought helping the man would take too
long. Maybe he did not want to get dirty. But, for whatever reason, the priest did not want
to have anything to do with the man in the road.

The poor man still lay hurt. After awhile, a Levite came walking along the road and
saw the injured man. The man needed help. A Levite was someone who worked in the
temple. It was his job to take care of God’s house. Do you think the Levite would help the
man? (Allow for responses) No! He would not! Maybe the Levite thought that if he
stopped, the bad men would rob him too. The Levite hurried by on the other side of the
road. He did not want to be bothered with the man in the road.

Then another man came down the road to where the beaten man lay. He was a

Samaritan. A Samaritan was someone from Samaria. Nobody liked the Samaritans and
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sometimes people treated them unkindly. Do you think the Samaritan would help the
man? (Allow for responses) Yes! The Samaritan felt sorry for the man and went to him.
He bandaged the man’s wounds and put the man on his own donkey. He took the man to
an inn and took care of him. The next day, the Samaritan paid the innkeeper to take care
of the man until he was well. He promised to pay the innkeeper more money if he needed it
to help the man.

When Jesus finished the story, he asked, “Who showed kindness to the man who
was robbed?” Do you know the answer to Jesus’ question? Which of the three men
showed love to his neighbor? Was it the priest, the Levite, or the Samaritan? (Allow for
responses) You are right! The Samaritan loved his neighbor by helping him when he
needed help.

The Bible tells us, “...Love your neighbor...” (Galatians 5:14). (Have the students
say the verse with you) One way we can show love, is to help those around us.

Celebration Time:

Who are some people you can help? (Parents, brothers and sisters, friends, teachers,
etc. Do not encourage Cubbies to help “strangers” that they do not know). Let’s think of ways
to help the people we’ve named. Pretend your mom is trying to clean the house and your
toys are all over the floor. How can you help? (Pick up the toys) Pretend your brother or
sister cannot find one of their shoes. How can you help? (Look for the shoe) Pretend one of
your friends is having trouble zipping their coat. How can you help? (Try to zip the coat or
get an adult to help your friend) Pretend your Sunday School teacher needs to give everyone
a piece of paper. How can you help? (Hand out the papers for your teacher. Encourage the
Cubbies to show love to their friends and family by finding ways to help them in the coming

week)
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Lord Jesus, You teach me to obey
Story time: David and Goliath
Lesson aim: The Lord Jesus is with me all the time
Memory Verse: Matthew 28:20
Lesson Materials:
e Tape Measure
e Sling
Quiet Time:

What do you think the word obey means? (Allow for responses) To obey means to
do as we are told. When we obey someone, we do what that person says to do. Did you
know the Bible says for you to obey your parents? What are some things that your parents
ask you to do? (Allow for responses. You may have to help your Cubbies with ideas that
include clean your room, go to bed, eat your vegetables, etc.) Did you know that God is
pleased when you obey your parents? Today, our story is about a boy named David who
knew how to obey his parents. God used David to do great things because he lived in a way

that pleased God. This included obeying his parents. You can ask God to help you to obey

your parents just as David obeyed his. Let’s ask him now.
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Story Time:

We have talked before about a boy named David. What can you remember about
him? (David was a shepherd. He played the harp and sang songs. He loved God.)

David had to grow and learn just as all children do. His parents gave him things to
do just as most parents do. David’s job was caring for the family’s sheep. What are some
things you think sheep need? (Food, water, shelter, protection, etc.) David was in charge of
many things. His father trusted him because David obeyed his parents. David did his job
well.

One day, David’s father had an important job for him. He said, “David, your older
brothers are in the army. | want to know if they are all right. Here is some food for them
and for the other soldiers. Take it and go find out how they are doing.” What a big job for
David! David’s father knew he could trust David with this task because David obeyed his
parents.

Early the next morning, David started out. He did not waste time along the way.
He did not stop to visit his friends or snack on the food meant for his brothers. He did just
as his father said.

When David arrived at the army camp, he was just in time to see the soldiers lining
up but they were not fighting. David saw a very big man marching out of the enemy camp.
He was taller than the tallest person you know! (Use a tape measure or put a mark on the wall
to show how tall Goliath was; over nine feet!) The big man was Goliath. He was a soldier!
He was big and strong! Goliath challenged the soldiers to fight. He said, “Send a man out

to fight me!”

©The Weskyan Church - Spirttual Formation Department - Children's Dividon. Dewnload ed free from www.wesleyankids. org qusélyé‘s %
16



The soldiers of Israel were very afraid. No one wanted to fight Goliath. They only
wanted to run away but some of the soldiers told David, “The king will reward anyone who
can defeat Goliath!”

“Why is everyone so afraid?” asked David, “God is with us.”

Then David’s older brother grew angry. “Why are you here?” He asked. “Aren’t
you supposed to be tending the sheep? You just want to see the battle!” But David knew
his father had sent him there. He kept talking about fighting Goliath until King Saul heard
what David was saying. He sent for David.

David said to the king, “Don’t worry about this enemy, Goliath. I will go and fight
him!”

King Saul replied, “You’re just a boy! You have never been a soldier!”

David was not afraid. He said, “When I was taking care of my family’s sheep, a lion
and a bear attacked the flock. God helped me to defeat them and He will help me defeat
Goliath, too!”

So King Saul let David go to fight Goliath. David did not wear armor. He carried
five smooth stones and a sling (Show the Cubbies a sling or explain how one works).

When Goliath saw David, he was very angry. He thought the Israelites were making
fun of him by sending a boy to fight him. He came forward but David put one of the
smooth stones in his sling and shot it at Goliath! Goliath fell to the ground! David had
defeated him!

David’s father trusted him with a big job because David obeyed him. God helped
David defeat Goliath because David obeyed God. When you obey your parents, they can
trust you to do bigger things. God is our Heavenly Father. When you obey Him, God can

do great things through you.
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Celebration Time:

The Bible says, “Children obey your parents...for this is right.” (Ephesians
6:1) Earlier, we talked about things your parents might tell you to do. Why do you think
parents give rules? (Allow for responses) Your parents give you rules because they want to
keep you safe and to help you learn.

God loves you. That is why He gave you parents. That is why He tells you to obey
your parents. What does the Bible say? Does it say, “Children obey your parents when
you feel like it”? (Allow for responses. Ask the question a couple more times with different
endings). Does it say, “Children obey your parents...”

“...Some of the time.”

“...But whine about it.”

(Allow for responses) What does the Bible say? (Make a cheer out of the verse. Have the

children clap as they say each word and throw up a fist with the word “right”)
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Lord Jesus, You are making a home for me in heaven
Story time: The Good Shepherd
Lesson aim: Jesus is in heaven right now, preparing a place for me
Memory Verse: Psalm 23:1
Lesson Materials:
e Collection of Pictures
Quiet Time:

What do you think of when | say the word, heaven? (Answers may include the place
where God lives, where people go when they die, the sky, etc.) The Bible tells us that heaven
is a wonderful place. Someday, it will be a home for everyone who trusts Jesus to be their
Savior. Best of all, Jesus will be there. He is building a place for us in heaven, right now.
Would you like to go there someday? (Allow for responses) In our lesson, we will learn

more about heaven and how we can be ready to go there. But first, let’s pray and thank

Jesus for making a place for us to be with Him.

Story Time:
Do you remember the story we shared about the lost sheep? In it, we talked about
how the shepherd took care of his flock. What do you think are some things a good

shepherd does to take care of his sheep? (Allow the children to respond. Answers could
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include that the shepherd finds food and water for the sheep; he protects them and takes care of
them when they are sick; he gives them a place to live).

In the bible, Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd.” Did you know that Jesus is
your Shepherd? Just like the shepherd who takes care of his sheep, Jesus will also make
sure you have everything you need, but Jesus takes care of us so much more than a
shepherd takes care of a flock of sheep. Jesus wants to take away our sins, too. He wants
to make us good and clean on the inside and He wants us to live with Him someday.

Just before Jesus died on the cross, He told His disciples He was going away. He
said, “In my Father’s house are many rooms...I am going there to prepare a place for you.
And, if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am.” Do you have your own room at your house? What do you
like about your room or what would you like in a room of your own? (Allow for responses)
We don’t know what heaven will look like but the bible tells us it will be beautiful. We
don’t know what our place in heaven will have in it but it will be perfect. There will
nothing wrong there. There will not be anything bad or scary in heaven. Nothing will
happen there that will make us sad or angry. We will not even need the sun, moon, or stars
because Jesus, our Good Shepherd will be there and He will be our light.

Would you like to live in heaven someday? You can! You will have friends in
heaven, too because heaven is for everyone who follows Jesus. No one who sins can live
there. When we ask Jesus to forgive our sins and when we do what He says, we are
following Him. Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep
know me...” Would you like to be one of Jesus’ sheep? You can when you ask Him to

forgive you for your sins and trust Him to be your Savior.
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Remember, Jesus is in heaven, right now, preparing a place just for you. Let’s bow
our heads and close our eyes. If you would like to follow Jesus and you want to ask Jesus to
forgive you, you can do so right now. (Have volunteers on hand to help any child who wishes
to pray. Then pray a simple prayer, thanking Jesus for being our Good Shepherd and asking Him

to help each child as they talk to Jesus).

Celebration Time:

(Gather a collection of pictures that represent things that will or will not be in heaven.
Examples include, but are not limited to, pictures of children smiling, fighting, crying, and
singing; pictures of the sun, friends, family; and a picture of Jesus. Display the pictures at the
front of the class). We don’t know how heaven will look but the bible tells us some of the
things that will or won’t be in heaven. (Invite a child to come and choose from the pictures
something that will be in heaven. Discuss the chosen picture with all the Cubbies. For example,
if the child chooses the picture of children smiling, ask, “Why will children be smiling in
heaven?” Next, have a child choose from the pictures something that will not be in heaven. Use

the same discussion format. Continue until you’ve discussed all the pictures).
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Lord Jesus, You teach me to serve You
Story time: Paul sends Timothy to Thessalonica
Lesson aim: The Lord Jesus teaches me to serve Him
Memory Verse: Psalm 100:2
Lesson Materials:

e Dust cloths (simple cleaning items)
Quiet Time:

Have you ever visited a restaurant with your family? What did the waiter do?
(Allow for responses) He found your family a table and he brought you something to drink.
After you told him what you wanted, he brought you your food. The waiter served you.
He helped you get your dinner. When we serve someone, it means we help them. Did you
know that we can serve God? He wants us to serve Him by serving others. When we serve

others, we are pleasing God. In our story, today, we will learn about someone who loved to

serve God. Let’s pray and ask God to help us be good servants.

Story Time:
Paul and Silas were missionaries. They served God by telling others the good news
that Jesus died to save them. They also visited the new churches to help those who believed

in Jesus. One day they visited the believers in a city called Lystra. There, they met a young
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man named Timothy. Timothy’s mother and grandmother were believers. They served
God by teaching Timothy to believe in Jesus too.

The believers in Lystra told Paul and Silas many good things about Timothy. Paul
wanted to take Timothy with him on his missionary journey. He knew that Timothy
would be a good servant. Why do you think Timothy would be a good servant? (Allow for
responses) Timothy believed in Jesus. He lived a good life that others could see. If we want
to serve Jesus, we must first believe in Him just as Timothy did.

Timothy traveled with Paul and Silas. He served God by helping Paul and Silas and
being their assistant. Timothy was a good servant because he was willing to obey those
over him. Who are some people God has placed over you? (Allow for responses) God gives
you parents and teachers and Cubbies leaders. You can be a good servant by helping and
obeying the people God has put over you.

One day, Paul, Silas, and Timothy traveled to a city called Thessalonica. There,
Paul talked with the people. He told them how Jesus died for their sins and rose again.
Some of the people believed what Paul said but others grew angry. They did not want to
hear that they needed to be saved. The angry people kept saying bad things about Paul
and Silas. They gathered a big crowd and tried to find Paul. They even arrested some of
the believers just because they were Paul’s friends.

Paul and Silas had to leave Thessalonica that night and Timothy went with them.
Timothy was a good servant because he did not quit just because there was trouble. How
do you think Paul felt about what happened? (Allow for responses) Paul was very sad. He
cared about the believers that lived in Thessalonica but he knew that if he visited them
again those angry people would arrest him. What do you think Paul could do? (Allow for

responses) Paul decided to send Timothy to Thessalonica! Timothy was a good servant.
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Paul knew that he could trust Timothy to serve the believers and tell them more about
God.

Do you remember how the believers at Lystra were able to say many good things
about Timothy? After Timothy visited Thessalonica, he was able to return to Paul and say
many good things about the believers there. Paul was happy. He was glad he had a friend
like Timothy to help him.

You can be a good servant, too. Timothy was a good servant because he believed in
Jesus, he was happy to do the work that was given to him and he was able to encourage
Paul and the believers around him. The bible says, “Serve the Lord with gladness...”
(Psalm 100:2) (Have the children repeat the verse with you) You can be happy to serve

others and, when you serve others, you are serving God.

Celebration Time:

You are not too young to serve others. Let’s help someone right now! (Allow your
Cubbies to experience serving in a practical way by letting your Cubbies straighten and dust
classrooms or other areas in your church. You may have to arrange this ahead of time with
teachers or janitorial staff. Give your Cubbies dusting cloths to wipe down chairs and tables, or
let them help empty the trash, wipe down the chalkboards, etc. An option would be to have the
teacher for the classroom you are straightening with you. Have that teacher tell the Cubbies
what good help they are.) We are serving God by helping (teacher’s name). (This exercise is
to help the Cubbies see the value of service for its own reward. The teacher may thank the

Cubbies for their help, but do not give the Cubbies treats for cleaning).
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Cubbies Year 1
Easter
Memory Verse: Luke 24:6
Lesson Materials
e Cross
Quiet Time:

(In a box, place a stuffed rabbit, colorful eggs, candy, a silk lily, and a small cross) 1 call
this my Easter box. Let’s look inside it and talk about why this is my Easter box. (Remove
the rabbit) What is this? (Allow for responses) Some people pretend that the Easter Bunny
visits them but that’s not what Easter is about. This is not why I call this my Easter box.
(Follow this same pattern for each item. Remove the cross last.) What is this? (Allow for
responses) Jesus died on the cross for our sins but, even this is not what Easter is really
about because Jesus did not stay dead. He became alive again. (Show the children the empty

box) Now my box is empty. That is why I call it my Easter box. It is empty just like Jesus’

tomb. Let’s pray and thank God for Easter.
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Story Time:

(Hold up the cross or a picture of the crucifixion) When Jesus died on the cross, it was
a sad day for everyone who believed in Him. They did not understand what Jesus was
doing. They did not realize that He was taking the punishment for everyone’s sin.

When Jesus died, darkness covered the land and a great earthquake shook the
ground. Even the soldiers who guarded the cross were afraid and said, “Surely He was the
Son of God.”

After Jesus died, some of his followers came to take care of His body. In that land,
people used caves to make tombs for their dead. There was a man named Joseph who
loved Jesus very much. He asked the governor for permission to bury Jesus in a new tomb.
The governor agreed so Joseph, along with others who loved Jesus, took the body, wrapped
it in a linen cloth, and laid it in the tomb. They rolled a large stone across the entrance of
the tomb to close it. Then, they went away sad. They thought Jesus was dead and gone.

On the first day of the week, three women, Mary Magdalene, another Mary, and
Salome, went to visit Jesus’ grave. In that land people put perfumed spices on the dead
body of a loved one so the women brought some spices to pour on Jesus’ body. They were
still very sad. “Who will roll that big stone away from the entrance?” they wondered. But,
when they got to the tomb, they could hardly believe what they saw! The stone was already
rolled away! Inside the tomb, instead of Jesus’ body, the women saw two angels in bright
clothing! “Why are you looking for Jesus here?” they asked. “He is not here; He has
risen!” (Luke 24:6) “Remember how He told you, ‘I will be crucified and on the third day
be raised again.””

The women remembered Jesus’ words and were amazed! They ran to tell the

disciples but the disciples did not know what to think. Peter and John ran to the tomb to
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see it for themselves. When they arrived, they saw that the linen cloth was empty. The
bible says that John saw the empty tomb and believed right away but Peter went away
wondering what had happened. Do you know what happened? (Allow for responses) Yes!
Jesus rose again. He was dead but then he became alive again. Only Jesus could do that
because He is God. Later, Jesus appeared to all of the disciples and they believed in Him.
Many other people saw Jesus as well. Some people believed that Jesus had risen but others
did not. They said that Jesus’ followers stole the body out of the tomb to make it look like
He was alive. But Jesus is alive! Do you remember what the angels said? “He is not here;

He has risen!” (Have the Cubbies say the verse with you) What will you believe?

Celebration Time:

Jesus rose from the dead a long time ago but we can still let the world know He is
alive! At Easter, sometimes people who believe in Jesus say, “He is risen; He is risen,
indeed.” (Have the Cubbies practice the phrase with you a few times.) The word, ‘indeed’,
means that something is really true. When we say “He is risen, indeed” we are saying that
it is really true that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive. (Divide your Cubbies into two
groups. Have one group say, “He is risen” and have the other group respond with, “He is risen,
indeed”. Encourage the children to say the phrases boldly. After a time, allow the groups to
switch phrases. You may also wish to have your Cubbies say the first phrase to various adults

and see if they can get the correct response).
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Cubbies Year 1

Wisdom

Memory Verse: Proverbs 30:5
Quiet Time:

Would you like to go on a treasure hunt? If you could hunt treasure, what kind
would you hunt for? (Allow for responses) When we think of treasure, we think of things
like gold and silver, money or jewels. The bible talks about wisdom being like treasure.
You can’t see wisdom like you can see gold and silver. Wisdom is having knowledge and
being smart enough to do the right thing with what we know. When someone has wisdom,
we say that person is wise. Our story is about a man who was very wise. Let’s ask God to

help us learn more about wisdom today.

Story Time:

Do you remember our lessons about David? What things can you remember about
him? (Allow for responses. You may have to help the children to remember). That’s right.
When David was a boy, he was a shepherd. He watched his family’s sheep. When David
was a young man, he fought and killed the giant, Goliath. Then, when he was a grown
man, God made David the king of Israel. David was a good king and ruled for a long time.

When David became an old man, the time came for one of his sons rule in his place. David
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chose his son, Solomon, to be the new king. David gave Solomon a lot of advice on how to
rule the land. He told Solomon, “Be strong and remember what the Lord requires. Obey
His laws so that you may do well in all that you do.”

So Solomon was the new the king of Israel. What do you think it would be like to be
a king? (Allow for responses) Being a king is a big job and it takes a lot of work. A Kking
cannot just watch out for himself. It is a king’s job to watch out for an entire country and
all the people in it. Solomon knew his job was very important. He also remembered all the
things God had done to help David so King Solomon did as his father suggested and was
careful to follow God’s rules.

One day, God spoke to Solomon and said, “Ask me for whatever you want.” How
amazing! God was going to give Solomon anything he wanted! What do you think
Solomon asked for? Do you think he asked for lots of money so that he could be rich? Do
you think he asked God for a long life so that he could be king for a long time? Do you
think he asked God to make him powerful or famous so that everyone would know who he
was? (Allow for responses to each of these questions.) No! Solomon answered, “Lord, You
showed kindness to my father, David, when he was king. Now, I am king in his place. 1 am
young and do not know everything that | should do. Please give me wisdom so I will know
how to lead these people and can understand what is right and wrong.”

The Lord was very pleased. Solomon was not selfish. He did not ask for something
for himself. God said, “Because you asked for wisdom, I will give it to you. I will make you
wiser than all other kings. And, because you were not selfish, I will also make you rich and

famous. People all over the world will know about you because you are wise.”
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God did just what He said He would do. Solomon became so wise that people came
from many places to learn from him. They were also amazed to see what a wealthy,
powerful king he was.

We can learn from Solomon’s wisdom just as others did because Solomon wrote
down many wise things that he learned. We can read some of them in the book of Proverbs
in the bible. The bible says, “Every word of God is flawless...” (Proverbs 30:5) That
means the words of God are perfect and true. The bible is the word of God so it is perfect
and true. Solomon’s wise sayings are in the bible. That means they are perfect and true,

too.

Celebration Time:

Do you remember how we talked about hunting for wisdom just as you hunt for
treasure? We can’t dig up a treasure chest, open it and find wisdom inside so, how do
think we can hunt for wisdom? (Allow for responses) The bible says respecting God is the
beginning of wisdom. We can do what King Solomon did. He was careful to obey God’s
rules. We can obey God’s rules, too. Do you remember what else Solomon did to get
wisdom? (Allow for responses) That’s right, he asked God. We can ask God to help us
learn. Can you think of any other ways? (Allow for responses) Yes, we can learn from the
bible because its words are always perfect and true. Can you think of one place where you
can learn from the bible? (Allow for responses) You can learn from the bible at our

Cubbies meetings.
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