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Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs, large group materials written
and produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the second quarter
of the Awana Club fourth year, beginning in December — although none of the lessons are
dated. Each additional quarter’s lessons will be available for download a minimum of
two weeks prior to the quarter starting. The fourth year materials have been written in
conjunction with Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan Publishing House.

wphonline.com

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and
Awana Clubs partnership. In addition, we have provided you with small group leader
and parent guides as well as information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are

available for download at www.wesleyankids.org.

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come
to know, love and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the

Awana Clubs partnership, please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org

or call us at 317-774-3891

Serving Him Together;

Jim Dunn Marilyn Searcey

General Director Children’s Ministry Leadership Team
Spiritual Formation Department Resource Coordl'nator

The Wesleyan Church Spiritual Formation Department

The Wesleyan Church


http://www.wphonline.com/categorylist.asp?mymode=3&cid=488843&cid1=493187&c1=Wesleyan+Resources&c2=Children%27s+Resources&c=493195:BibleStoryCards&stc=488843&smc=493187&sbc=493195
http://www.wesleyankids.org/
mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org

Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group
Lessons: Quarter #2: Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club

segment lets kids absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:

. Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities
o Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements

J Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

o Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another
. A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a
walk with Christ

o Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing
Ceremonies, which would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and

recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best
fits your Awana Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and
provide an outline for the biblical teaching element. The suggested schedule would
include Praise and Worship, Teaching Time, and a Closing. Specific material for
Teaching Time and Closing are attached. The objectives for these lessons are cognitive,
affective, and behavioral, giving children something to know/believe/understand, to feel

and to do.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

e (reate an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all ~ the

clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement
and interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence
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e Suggested resources:

O Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that

includes high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all
done in kid-friendly style

Shout Praises Kids, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of
song titles from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized

songs all with the ease of use in MPEG format

® Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching

Time or following

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.

Lesson Outlines:
Lessons Written By: Brenda Smith
Edited By: Marilyn Searcey

Week 11:

Week 12

Week 13:
Week 14:
Week 15:
Week 16:
Week 17:
Week 18:
Week 19:
Week 20:
Week 21:
Week 22:

Burning Bush

The Plaques

The First Passover
Crossing the Red Sea
Eating Manna

Moses Strikes the Rock
Ten Commandments
The Golden Calf
Twelve Spies

The Bronze Snake
Balaam’s Donkey
Crossing the Jordan

** The fourth year of the Awana Clubs and Wesleyan Kids material has been

written in conjunction with the Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan

Publishing House at wphonline.com
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Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith

Kids Series

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your
kids are "on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.
Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson
providing opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week
of family activities

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith

Kids icon and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 11: The Burning Bush

Scripture: Exodus 3
Lesson Objectives:
e About God: God is holy, and where He 1is, is holy. If God commands it, He'll
make it possible.
e About ourselves: Wherever we meet God is a holy place. God can call us
anywhere, anytime, for any reason.
Memory verse:
"I will be with you always, even until the end of the world" (Matthew 28:20b NIV).
Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #14
Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Shoes...they come in all types and sizes. There are dress shoes like the ones we wear to
church, there are sports shoes like the ones we wear when we are playing, and there are
sandals or flip-flops that we wear in the summer. Do you wear your shoes in your house?
Did you know that there are some cultures where people take off their shoes and leave
them at the door when they enter a house? We didn't have a rule that we take our shoes
off when we came in the house, but it might have been a good idea if we had. I remember
times when my mother got very upset when I left muddy footprints on the carpet or
tracked dirt in where she had just mopped the floor.

In our Bible lesson today, God told Moses to take off his shoes! You may already know
why God said that, but I think it might be good for us to take off our shoes during the
lesson today to help us to think about why God told Moses to take off his shoes. I'm

going to do that. If you wish, you may join me. (Take off your shoes.)

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After Moses grew up, he moved to Midian. On an ordinary day, while Moses was tending
sheep for this father-in-law, Jethro, he noticed a burning bush. This wasn’t really that
uncommon, but something unusual was definitely going on here, because while the bush
was on fire, it was not burning up. Moses walked closer to the bush, and an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within the bush. Moses heard a Voice calling
his name, “Moses”.

Then he heard it again, “Moses.”

Ask: How do you think Moses felt when he heard his name being called from a bush
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that was on fire? Scared, surprised, confused.

After his name was called the second time, Moses answered, “Here I am.” Then

God warned Moses not to come any closer, and He told Moses to take off his sandal
because he was standing on holy ground. The Voice from the bush then said, “I AM the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face because he was terrified. He knew that no one could ever see God
and live. When God revealed Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He was
revealing Himself as a covenant-making God. A covenant is an unbreakable promise
between God and people. God was talking to Moses! When God makes a covenant, He
keeps His Word. God always keeps His promises! And Moses is about to hear some
wonderful news! This land that God promised to Abraham long ago was now going to
become the new home for all the Hebrew people who were suffering as slaves in Egypt.
God is not only a Covenant making God, but He is also compassionate. The Bible says
that God heard the Israelites cry out and that He was concerned about their suffering.
That’s what compassion is: to be concerned about someone else.

Ask: Do you feel compassion for people who “cry out”? What are some ways that your
friends “cry out”? How do you help them?

It’s one thing to “feel” compassion, but it’s even better to act - to do something

to help them! And that’s just what God intended to do. God was going to help the
Hebrew people. How? God was going to send Moses back to Egypt to bring the Hebrews
out of Egypt! This would be a very big job! God continued speaking to Moses. "I have
heard the cries of my people in Egypt. I know all about their pain and suffering at the

hands of the Egyptians. | have come to help them to be freed fro Egypt and enter into a
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good land that flows with milk and honey. It's time for you to go back: I'm sending you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the People of Israel, out of Egypt."

"Why me? What makes you think I could go to Pharaoh and lead the children of Israel
out of Egypt?" asked Moses. "I will be with you," God said. "And this will be the proof
that I am the one who sent you: When you have brought my people out of Egypt, you will
worship God right here at this very mountain." But Moses continued to offer excuses.
"But, suppose I go to the People of Israel and I tell them, 'The God of your fathers sent
me to you'; and they ask me, 'What is His name?' What do I tell them?" God answered,
"[-AM-WHO-I-AM. Tell the People of Israel, T-AM sent me to you."' So Moses did what

God commanded him to do.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #14)

What a story! Now, do you remember why God told Moses to take off his sandals?
Because, God said, "You are standing on holy ground." It was holy ground because God
was there and wherever God is there is "holy ground.” Is God here today? Jesus said,
"Where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them." We are gathered here
today in His name, so He is here with us. Surely we are standing on holy ground. Just like
God called Moses to help free His people in Egypt, when God gives us an assignment, He
will provide the resources and strength we need. It's not just up to us. In fact, it is God
who does the work, through us. We just need to say yes to God, obey and trust Him and

God will help us do His work.
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Let us pray: Father God, as we stand here on Holy Ground, we know that You are here.
We want you to know that we love you and want to serve You. God sometimes we are
afraid when you ask us to do something. Help us to trust in You and know that You and
You alone will give us the courage, the wisdom and the strength to carry through what

You want us to do. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.
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LessoNs

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 12: The Plaques

Scripture: Exodus 7 - 10

Lesson Objectives:

About God: God will not tolerate disobedience.

About ourselves: Learn to trust God—even when a situation looks hopeless.
Believe that God protects us and saves us.

Memory verse:

"Blessed is the man who always fears the Lord, but he who hardens his heart falls into
trouble" (Proverbs 28:14 NIV).

Material Needed:

Music CD and player
Suggested songs:

Bible Card #15

Hardboiled egg and a raw egg
Cup of water and red food dye
Plastic frog or picture

Picture of lice

Schedule:

Praise and worship: 8 minutes
Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
Closing: 8 minutes

Plastic fly or picture

Picture of a cow

Baby powder

Styro-foam ball

Picture of locust

Doughnut and a doughnut hole
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

I have here two eggs. Except for the fact that one is marked "A" and this other one is
marked "B", they look the same. However, they are very different. Let me show you. I
need one volunteer. (Give the volunteer the hard-boiled egg.) What I would like you to
do is spin this egg around like a top. Can you do that? That was easy, was it not? Now I
need another volunteer to spin this other egg. (Give the second volunteer the uncooked
egg.) What is wrong, are you having trouble spinning this egg? Allow the children
experiment with the two eggs for a moment, and then ask to have them back. Explain that
the difference between the two eggs is that one is hard inside, while the other is still
liquid. We can spin the egg with the hard inside around.

The Bible says, "Blessed is the man who always fears the Lord, but he who
hardens his heart falls into trouble" (Proverbs 28:14). This hard-boiled egg is like
someone with a hardened heart and who does not fear the Lord. The devil can make this
person do things they know are wrong. In a sense, the devil has some control over their
life, and that is very scary is it not? Someone who is obedient to the Lord, and does not
let his or her heart become hardened can resist the power of the devil. Like this egg with
the soft center that we cannot spin around, a Christian who is obedient to the Word of
God, and who fears the Lord cannot be controlled by the devil. I want to tell you a story

of a king who had a hardened heart and what happened to him.

TEACHING TIME STORY:
Moses and his brother, Aaron, went to the King Pharaoh in Egypt to ask him to let God’s

people, the Israelites, go. The king was very stubborn. He had a hardened heart. Pharaoh
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laughed at them, but they persisted. They warned of great plagues if Pharaoh did not let
the people go. Pharaoh grew angry and made the slaves work even harder. God told
Moses and Aaron that He would send plagues on Egypt until Pharaoh let the people go.
He talked to the King again, but the King would not let God’s people go So, God told
Moses to dip his stick into the river. (Put red food coloring into the cup of water.

The first plague was turning the waters of the Nile River into blood. Pharaoh scoffed, and
said, “Go ahead and try.” So Aaron put his rod in the river, and the water became blood.
It was stinky and unusable. After one week, Pharaoh’s heart was still hardened and would
not change his mind. So God sent the second plague. (Show frog) Millions of frogs came
out of the river. They went everywhere—in the houses and in the food. Pharaoh asked
Moses to send the frogs away, and then he would release the Israelites. Moses and Aaron
prayed to God to take away the frogs. Once the frogs were gone, Pharaoh’s heart was still
hardened and he changed his mind. The third plague that God brought was dust turning
into lice. (Show picture of lice and itch yourself)They swarmed and attacked the people,
the animals and every living thing. The pain and itching was unbearable. But Pharaoh’s
heart was still hardened and he would not change his mind.

The fourth plague that God brought was biting flies. (Show fly) The flies bit the
Egyptians and their animals. But the flies did not bother the Israelites. The fifth plague
was a mysterious disease. The animals of all the Egyptians began to die from it. (Show
picture of a cow) Soon there were hardly any camels, goats, horses, sheep or cows left in
Egypt. But the Israelite’s animals were not harmed. Pharaoh lost quite a few of his own
herds and animals. Some of his people begged and pleaded with him to release the

Israelites. They were scared because of all the plagues. But he still would not change his
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mind; the king’s heart was hardened. Next, God told Moses to blow some ashes into the
air. {Blow baby powder in air) When the ashes landed, great boils and sores developed
on all the Egyptians. They were very painful. Some people could not even walk! Then
immediately after the sixth plague, God brought great hailstones. (Show styro-foam ball)
These giant balls of ice destroyed Egypt’s crops and livestock.

The eighth plague was locusts. (Show picture of locust) These insects swarmed over
Egypt and ate all of the plant life. Pharaoh admitted that he had sinned, and would let the
Israelites go. But he changed his mind again after God took away the locusts. His heart
was still hardened. The ninth plague God brought was a thick, consuming darkness.
(Have someone turn light off) It was so dark that the people could not see each other, or
see where to walk. The darkness lasted for three days. God told Moses that there would
be one more plague, and then Pharaoh would let the people go. The tenth plague was God
sending the death angel to kill all the firstborn children of Egypt. God had His people
prepare for the last plague. All God’s people marked their doorposts with blood from a
lamb. This was a sign for the angel to pass over those houses and not kill the first son in
that family. All night long crying could be heard in Egypt. People were realizing that
their first born sons were killed. Even the king’s son died. This caused the king to finally
let God’s people go. He told them to take whatever they needed for their journey. Many
Egyptians gave them things for their journey.

Two times during the ten plagues the king admitted to Moses that he had sinned. He even
asked for forgiveness. However, he allowed his heart to be hardened and he returned to
his old ways. He did not start doing right. Instead, he kept doing wrong. We are

sometimes like the king. We are stubborn and want to do things our way instead of God’s

13
 The Weskeyan Church - Spintual Romiation Depart ment - Children's Dividon. Bew nload ed free from www.wesleyankids. org E;M (m_g



way. God desires for us to worship Him and follow Him. That means we may do things
that are new to us. Moses was scared to speak to the king. However, God helped him and
gave him confidence to speak. God cared for His people and helped them get out of
slavery. It was not as quick as the people thought it should be. God could have done it
differently, but He chose to do things in His way for important reasons.

God cares for us just like He cared for the people long ago. In fact, He made a way for us
to get out of our messes too. We have all done wrong and have sinned against God. That
has made a big hole between us and God like in a donut. To fill the hole, God had to get
rid of our sin. Jesus died for all the wrongs we have done. If we believe in Him and ask
Him to come into our hearts, He fills our heart with His love and makes a way for us to
go to Heaven (put a little donut hole into the donut so that it is not empty). If you would

like to know how to fill the hole in your heart, talk to us today.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #15.)

Heavenly father, Help us to never have a hardened heart like King Pharaoh. We want to
be obedient to you and your Word. Please forgive us of any sin that we have in our life.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen.
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e @ sleyan Kics

Group
LessoNs

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 13: The First Passover

Scripture: Exodus 11:1 —12:31
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God saves His people.
e About ourselves: We use special meals like the Seder Meal at Passover and Holy
Communion to remember God’s great grace.

Memory verse:
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you." (Exodus 12:13 NIV)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
Suggested songs:
Bible Card #16
Yo-yo
Pita bread
Backpack with a lunch in a lunch bag
Communion setting with the bread and cup of juice

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

I'm sure that most of you have played with a yo-yo. A yo-yo is a simple toy, but it is a lot
of fun. Some people can make the yo-yo do amazing tricks, but the main thing a yo-yo
does is go up and down, up and down. That is also a good picture of some people
too...even you and me. We all have our "ups and downs," don't we? Sometimes we are
happy and sometimes we are sad. We may be hard working one day and lazy the next.
We may be honest one day and dishonest the next. Can you think of other ways that we
have "ups and downs?"

In our Bible story today, we will see that Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, also had his "ups
and downs" and we will see how God punished Pharaoh for his wicked ways. Remember
that God spoke to Moses from a burning bush and told him to go to Pharaoh and tell him
to set His people free. They had been slaves in Egypt for many years. So Moses and his
brother, Aaron, went to see Pharaoh and asked him to set God's people free, but Pharaoh
said, "No, I will not let them go." Because Pharaoh refused to obey, God began to send
terrible plagues on Egypt. Let’s look a little bit deeper at the last plague God sent upon

Egypt because of Pharaoh refusing to let God’s people go.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After God had sent 9 different plagues, and Pharaoh was STILL keeping God’s people as
his slaves, Moses knew that God would have to do something drastic. God told Moses to

tell the people to pack to go quickly on a journey. They were to bake some bread without
waiting for it to rise, and on a certain night, they were to kill a lamb and roast it. They

should take the blood from the lamb and put it on their door post, and this would be the
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sign that the last plague should not come to that home. God said, "I will go through the
land of Egypt on this night and strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, whether
human or animal, and bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. The blood will serve as a
sign on the houses where you live. When I see the blood I will pass over you—no harm
will touch you when I strike the land of Egypt.” All of Egypt’s firstborn had died
including the King’s. God kept the Israelite people safe and Moses led them to freedom.
God told Moses and Moses told God’s people to remember God’s blessings every year by
telling the story again and again by eating flat bread and lamb. That is why Jewish
people, to this day, celebrate Passover with a Seder Dinner every year. When God set
the Israelites free, they left so quickly they never had time to finish making their bread.
They ran to the desert and had to bake it in the hot sun. They had no time to put yeast in
the dough to make it light and fluffy. (Show pita bread) God instructed the Israelites not
to use yeast to make their bread right before he led them out of Egypt because there
would not be time for the bread to rise before they had to leave.

In the same way that Jewish people celebrate the Seder meal to remember how God save
them, Christians gather around the meal of Holy Communion during worship to be
reminded that Jesus gave His body and blood so that we will live forever. I brought a
back pack with me today. It is the back pack I use for hiking and camping. It holds all the
important item [ need if [ go on a hiking trip. What do you think is one of the most
important things to take with you if you are on a trip? (Discuss the responses). Inside this
bag is something that is very important to take along. It’s my lunch! Mmmm. Look what

I have inside. When you are on a long hike it is very important to have lots of good,
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healthy food. It gives you the energy to keep going and to stay healthy. In fact, without
food you wouldn’t live very long.

Now, I’d like you all to look over here on this table. It has food for a meal — the bread
and juice we use when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper together. It is a special meal
because the bread and juice remind us of the body and blood of Christ. Jesus said that He
was “the bread of life” and that we need to feed on Him if we are to really discover that
true life that God has for us. When we eat the bread and drink the cup it reminds us that
we want Jesus to come inside us and feed us with Himself. It also reminds us that His is

the bread of life and that He loved us so much He was willing to give His life for us.

When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper with this bread and cup we might think of it as
food for the journey of life. We are all on a journey and big adventure in life and when
we have communion and take the bread and cup, it is a time to receive Jesus and all that
He did for us. It also reminds us that we need to feed on Jesus every day of our life if we

are going to really live.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #16 if you want.)

Consider having the Pastor serve the kid’s communion.

Use a “repeat after me prayer”. Pause between every few words, allowing the children to
echo what you have said. Dear God, /Thank you for saving us. /Help us to remember/and

celebrate all you have done for us. /In Jesus name we pray, Amen.
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e @ sleyan Kics

Group
LessoNs

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 14: Crossing the Red Sea

Scripture: Exodus 13-14
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God is with us when we face danger.
e About ourselves: Jesus calls us to do impossible things by faith because with God
all things are possible.

Memory verse:

“Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.” (Matthew 19:26 NIV)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
Suggested songs:
Bible Card #17
Bowl of water
Pepper
Dishwashing soap
Plate
Straw

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

We have something really amazing to see today. I call this the "Pepper and Water Trick."
As you see, [ have a small dish of plain water. Now I am going to take this pepper shaker
and shake pepper all over the water. Can you see the pepper floating on top of the water?
Now, I want to watch what happens when I put my finger into the water and touch the
bottom of the dish. Did you see that? What happened? You are right -- nothing happened!
Next I am going to take just a drop or two of this dishwashing detergent and put it on the
tip of my finger. Now I will once again put my finger into the water and touch the bottom
of the dish. Now, watch carefully. Wow! Did you see what happened? The pepper all
separated and moved to the sides of the dish! That is pretty amazing, isn't it? Our Bible
lesson today is about an event that is far more amazing that the little trick I just showed

you. In fact, it may be one of the most spectacular events in the entire Bible.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

In our last lesson, we learned that God sent Moses and his brother, Aaron, to tell Pharaoh
to set His people free. The Israelites had been slaves in Egypt for over 400 years. Pharaoh
refused to let God's people go until God sent ten plagues upon Egypt. Finally, he let the
Israelites go. When God led the children of Israel out of Egypt, God told Moses to camp
near the Red Sea. God knew that Pharaoh would chase after them if he thought they were
trapped between the wilderness and the sea. When the king realized that the Israelites
were gone, God was right, Pharaoh changed his mind and decided he wanted them back
again. "What have we done, letting our slave labor, go free?" So Pharaoh took his best

men and chariots and started chasing the Israelites. When the children of Israel saw the
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Egyptian army and chariots coming, they were afraid. But Moses said, "Don’t be afraid.
Just stand still and watch the Lord save you today. The Egyptians you see today will
never be seen again. The Lord Himself will fight for you. Just stay calm."

Then Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the Lord opened up a path through the
water with a strong east wind. Wow! Can you picture what God did? Watch this. (Blow
through the straw on the plate filled with water to demonstrate the wind blowing on the
sea to divide the waters.) The wind blew so hard on the sea that the waters were divided.
There was a wall of water on each side, as the children of Israel hurried through on dry
ground. The Egyptians, with their horses and chariots, chased after the Israelites through
the sea, but God twisted their chariot wheels, making them difficult to drive. When the
Israelites reached the other side, the Lord said to Moses, "Raise your hand over the sea
again." When he did, the waters returned and all of the chariots and horses -- the entire
army of the Pharaoh who chased the Israelites into the sea were drowned. Not a single
one survived. When the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the Lord had
unleashed against the Egyptians, they were filled with awe before him. God took care of
His people! They were so excited that they began singing songs to God to thank Him for
saving them from the evil king. They put their faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
You and I have seen the mighty power of God in our lives. We should worship and praise

Him for the mighty acts he has performed in our own life.
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CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #17.)

Let us pray: Almighty Father, you love and care for us just as you did your children in the
day of Moses. What a mighty God we serve. We worship and adore you. In Jesus name

we pray, Amen.
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- @ Wesieyan acs

Group
LessoNs

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 15: Eating Manna

Scripture: Exodus 16
Lesson Objectives:
e About God: God hears our prayers and will answer.
e About ourselves: God may not answer in the way that you think, but God will

take care of you and give you His best.

Memory verse:

“Do everything without complaining or arguing.” (Philippians 2:14 NIV)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #18
e  Worms (real or gummy)
e Vanilla Wafers
Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

What would it be like if syrup rained down from the sky, if meatballs hit us like hail, and
if spaghetti tied up our town. What would it be like for food to fall from the sky? Would
it be messy? What if too much came? What if you didn’t like the food that fell? Did you

ever see the movie; Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs? 1t is the story of a town called

Chewandswallow, whose residents never go the grocery store, because food rains down
from the sky. Occasionally, Chewandswallow rains milk and soup, sometimes there is a
windstorm of frankfurters, and at other times it snows mashed potatoes and peas. The
townspeople love their food from the sky, until the weather turns on them and
innumerable silly disasters happen. Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs is an imaginative
story with creative images and scenarios. But it’s not an original story. The original

story was written by God, for the Israelites, and is written in the book of Exodus.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

A month had passed since Moses and Aaron led the Israelites out of Egypt. They had
little food left and were starting to get cranky. Once again, they complained to Moses and
Aaron. Thinking they would starve to death in the wilderness, the people wished they had
stayed in Egypt. God told Moses that He would provide food for the Israelites. That
evening, quail covered the camp. Quail is similar to chicken. The Israelites enjoyed meat
for dinner every night! The next morning, the ground was covered with something that
looked like frost, but it was actually food! (Show Nilla wafers cookies) The Israelites
called this small, white, round stuff “manna”, which means, “What is it?”” They

discovered that it tasted like wafers made with honey. It did not stay on the ground all
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day, however. When the sun became hot, the manna melted. The people used manna in
different ways. Some baked it into bread, while others boiled it like oatmeal.

Each morning, the Israelites were to gather enough manna for the entire day, but they
were not to save any for the next day. But not everyone obeyed. Some people left manna
in their tents overnight. The next morning, their tents were filled with an awful smell!
The manna was rotten and full of worms! (Show worms) On the sixth day of the week,
the Israelites were to do something special. They were to gather extra manna for the
seventh day, the Sabbath, because it is a day of rest. God would not provide the special
bread on the Sabbath. When the Israelites awakened Sabbath morning, the manna was
still fresh. It did not stink nor have worms. But some people disobeyed God. They went
out Sabbath morning to gather manna, but did not find any.

Their disobedience made God angry. God is full of mercy, and He explained that the
Sabbath was a gift from Him so the people could rest and worship Him. God wanted the
Israelites to always remember that He provided for them when they were in the desert.
Through Moses, God instructed Aaron to keep some manna in a pot so the Israelites’
descendants could see how the people before them were fed in the wilderness. The
Israelites continued eating manna for forty years, until they came to the land of Canaan.
Have the kids Sing a song to the tune of “BINGO” with you. Have a competition and
have girls sing and then the boys sing to see who was louder.

There was a food that God did give

And manna was its name O

M-A-N-N-A, M-A-N-N-A, M-A-N-N-A

And manna was its name O.
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God cared for the needs of His people. Even when they were grumbling and complaining,
He helped them and took care of them. Remember that the people did not get exactly
what they wanted. They got a new food surprise, manna! God takes care of us too. Just
like God’s people in the lesson, sometimes we may complain about our problems. God
hears our prayers and will answer. He may not answer in the way that you think, but God

will take care of you and give you His best.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #18.)

Let us pray: Dear God, I know sometimes I can complain and grumble about my
problems. Please forgive me. Help me to have joy even through the difficult times. Thank
you for always supplying for my needs. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.

Share cookies with everyone.
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- @ Wesieyan acs

Group
LessoNs

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 16: Moses Strikes the Rock

Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God understands how we feel.
e About ourselves: Look to God for our every need.

Memory verse:
If any man thirsts, let him come unto Me, and drink. (John7:37)

Material Needed:

Music CD and player
Suggested songs:
Bible Card #19

Rock

Paper

Scissors

Walking stick or staff
Rock for each child

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

How many of you have ever played the game Rock, Paper, Scissors? People all over the
world play that game. Not just children either -- even adults play the game. Did you know
that there is an international tournament each year and players from all over the world
come together to compete in Rock, Paper, Scissors? Yes, Rock, Paper, Scissors is a very
popular game.

As you probably know, each player holds one fist in front of him and hits it with his other
fist three times. Then, on the fourth time, the player's top hand forms either a rock, paper,
or scissors. (Demonstrate each as you say the words.) This is how you know who wins: a
rock smashes scissors, paper covers a rock, and scissors cut paper.

Let's play! You can all play against me and you can keep track of how many times you
win. Ready? Rock, paper, scissors, shoot. Okay, I made a rock. If you made paper, you
win. If you made scissors, I win. If you made a rock, we tied. (Play the Rock, Paper,
Scissors for a few minutes.)

The great thing about Rock, Paper, Scissors is that any one of them can be a winner. |
have a real rock, paper, and scissors this morning. If you are going to write a letter, a rock
or scissors wouldn't be much help, but a piece of paper would, wouldn't it? (Show paper)
If you wanted to cut a piece of paper, a rock or paper wouldn't help, but a pair of scissors
would.(Show scissors) If you were really thirsty and needed a drink of water, a piece of
paper or a pair of scissors wouldn't be much help, but a rock might be exactly what you
need. (Show rock) What? Some of you are looking at me like you think I'm crazy! Don't
you think a rock would help you if you needed a drink of water? Well, in our Bible story

today, that is exactly what happened.
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TEACHING TIME STORY:

Moses continued to lead the Israelites through the desert. And once again they began to
grumble. "Moses, why did you bring us out here?" they demanded. "It's too hot! Do you
want us to die of thirst?" "Our children are dying, our cattle are dying. Why did you bring
us out of Egypt to die out here in the desert?" Moses went to his tent and fell on his knees
before God Moses cried out to God, "What will I do about these people?" Moses prayed
"There is no water in the desert. The people are thirsty and they are ready to kill me."
Then God told Moses what to do. God answered Moses and said to him, "Take your
shepherd's staff and walk ahead of the people. I will meet you by the rock at Mount Sinai
Moses did as God said—he chose some older leaders to go with him, and they walked
until they reached a certain rock. When Moses struck the rock with his staff, (demonstrate
with staff) fresh, cool water gushed out—just like a fountain! And once again the people
were happy.

The Israelites may have thought they were merely grumbling against Moses, but they
were actually complaining about God. They were questioning whether God was really
with them, whether He could take care of them, and whether He would keep His word.
When we complain about our circumstances, we are subtly accusing God of not caring
for us. God knows what we are going through. He understands how we feel. He can
provide water out of a rock if necessary to meet our needs. When we feel the urge to
complain, let's try looking for a solution instead. We should always be looking to God
first to give us the answers. John 7:37 tells us “If any man thirsts, let him come unto Me,

and drink.” Go to God when you are in need and then trust that He is taking care of you. |
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have a rock for each one of you; lay it somewhere that you will see it every day. Let it be

a reminder to you that God is in control and you should call on Him for your every need.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #19.)

Let us pray: God, thank you for making water come out of a rock. Help us to trust you to
do anything. Let us not complain when we are going through a hard time but to look to

you for the answers. In Jesus name we pray, Amen
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e @ sleyan Kics

Group
LessoNs

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 17: The Ten Commandments

Scripture: Exodus 20
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God has given us the Ten Commandments to act as a spiritual
guidance system for our lives.

e About ourselves: We should obey God's commands out of love for Him and our
fellowman.

Memory verse:

“Be sure to keep the commands of the LORD your God and the stipulations and decrees
He has given you.” (Deuteronomy 6:17a)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #20
e Compass

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

I am sure that most of you have seen a compass. (Show compass) A compass is a very
handy instrument that will help keep you from getting lost. Not only that, it will help you
find your way if you do get lost. The compass has four main directions; they are North,
South, East and West. The needle of the compass always points North. So, if the needle is
pointing in that direction (point to the North) and you want to go South, you would go in
the opposite direction from what the needle is pointing. With the needle pointing North, if
you want to go East, you would go in that direction (point to the East.) If the needle
sometimes pointed North and at other times it pointed to the South, East, or West, you
would never be able to use the compass to find your way. You would wander around,
hopelessly lost. The compass must always point in the same direction if you are going to
use it to guide you. Just as we can use a compass to keep us pointed in the right direction,
you and I need help in keeping our life pointed in the right direction. God has given us
just the right guidance system needed to keep our life headed in the right direction. It is

called the Ten Commandments.

TEACHING TIME STROY:

We have been learning many things about God’s people. Moses was God’s friend. He
helped the people follow God. One day while they were in the hot desert, God told Moses
to climb up a special mountain, it was called Mount Sinai. Moses climbed and climbed
the mountain. (Make climbing motions) When he got to the top, he saw lots of smoke.
God spoke to Moses through the smoke clouds. God told Moses 10 important rules that

the people should follow. Let’s count to 10. 1, 2, 3...We call those rules the Ten
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Commandments. The rules were meant for our own good. They teach us how to behave

towards God and each other. God wrote these commandments on tablets of stone. Now,

let’s see what the 10 important rules were.

1.

"I am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods before me." Hold up one
index finger for the number one. We worship one God.

"You shall not worship idols." Idols, false gods, are not only things like statues,
but anything in which we place our ultimate trust and allegiance—for example,
money, possessions or weapons. Hold up two fingers. Should we worship more
than one God? No, two is too many! One of them must be an idol, and we should
not worship it!

"You shall not take the Lord's name in vain." Use three fingers to form the letter
"W' which stands for "words." Watch your words! God wants us to use His name
in loving, caring ways, as we pray and as we talk about Him, not in swearing or in
anger.

"Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy." Hold up four fingers, and fold
your Thumb under to let it rest. The thumb has the right idea. It's the Sabbath,
and the thumb is following the commandment to take a day of rest. God does not
want anyone to overwork or be stressed, so we need a day to rest, to be at peace,
and to worship with others. God also gave us the Sabbath so that working people
would not be taken advantage of by their employers.

"Honor your father and your mother." Hold up all five fingers on one hand as if
you are taking a pledge, to honor your parents. God wants there to be peace and

love in all our family relationships.
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6. "You shall not kill." Pretend the index finger on your second hand is a gun,
shooting at the first five fingers. God's sixth commandment teaches us not to do
anything that would hurt another person unfairly.

7. "You shall not commit adultery." Hold one hand out flat. The five fingers and
hand becomes the floor of the church. Two fingers on the other hand are the man
and woman to be married, standing in the church, making promises to each other.
This seventh commandment calls for couples to keep the marriage promises they
make.

8. "You shall not steal." Hold up four fingers on each hand, for the eighth
commandment. If you stretch out your fingers slightly, these become the prison
bars, which hold someone who was been arrested for stealing.

9. "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor." Hold up all five fingers
on one hand and four on the other. Fold your second thumb under and turn your
hand around, so the thumb is hiding. It is secretly going around telling the other
four fingers on that hand lies and rumors about the five fingers on the other hand.
It is "bearing false witness," as it talks behind people’s backs, spreading gossip,
criticizing others without talking directly to the people involved.

10. "Do not covet what belongs to your neighbor." Hold out your hands, palms up,
and wiggle all ten fingers to show that they've got the "gimmies." Your fingers are
saying, "Gimmie what belongs to my neighbor. I want all those things my

neighbor has." This is not the way God wants us to live.
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CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #20.)

Now that God has given us the guidance system we need to keep our life on the right
course, it is up to us to put that guidance system into operation in our daily life.

Let us pray: Dear God, Thank you for giving us a set of rules to live by. Help us to be

obedient to those rules and to You. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

This educational resource for remembering the Ten Commandments was adapted by Bruce & Carolyn
Winfrey Gillette
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- @ Wesieyan acs

Group
LessoNs

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 18: The Golden Calf

Scripture: Exodus 32
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God always keeps His promises, but He does it on His own time.
e About ourselves: We must never give up on God.

Memory verse:

“Teach me, Lord, what you want me to do, and I will obey you faithfully.” (Psalm 86:11)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #20
e Styrofoam cup for each child

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: (Give each child a cup)

How many of you know the story of The Ugly Duckling? In the story, a mother duck sat
on a nest of eggs waiting for her babies to hatch. Time after time she heard the sound,
"Craaaak!" When she looked, there was a baby duck hatched from one of the eggs. One
by one the eggs hatched until only one was left. She sat down on the egg to wait... and
wait... and wait. Finally she heard the sound again. ‘Craaaack!” And there it was --
another baby. Somehow, he didn’t look like the other baby ducks. In fact, she thought he
was rather ugly. But he hatched from her nest so she thought he must be her baby and so

she took him to the pond to play with the other ducklings.

When the other ducklings in the pond saw the ugly duckling, they all laughed at him,
made fun of him, and told him he was ugly. The little duckling was so sad he left the
pond, but everyone he met treated him the same way, even the farm animals. The little
ugly duckling kept walking and finally came to another pond. In it were beautiful swans.
The little ugly duckling wished he could be like the beautiful swans. By now it was
winter and he was cold and lonely. It got so cold that the ugly duckling's feet became
frozen in the pond. An old farmer saw him and felt sorry for him. He finally got him
unstuck, but the duckling thought he would make fun of him too, so he went off to hide.
He didn’t know there was a better future waiting for him. When spring came, the ugly
duckling went back to the pond. What did he see? The beautiful swans were swimming in
the pond! The ugly duckling thought to himself, “I sure wish I was beautiful like those
swans and not just an ugly duckling.” He looked in the water and saw his reflection.

Guess what? He was not an ugly duckling anymore! During the winter he had grown into
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a beautiful swan. Sometimes we have to wait on God to work in our lives just like in our

Bible story today.

TEACHING TIME STROY:

Moses taught the people what God wanted. This included instructions on worshipping
God. God said the Israelites were to create and altar of stones not shaped or decorated by
men. They were only to use stone. They were not even supposed to smooth the stone.
They were not to create anything that looked like men or animals or plants. The Israelites
worshipped God His way, renewing their promise with sacrifices.

God called Moses back up to the mountain to give him the law in physical form. Moses
left his brother Aaron in charge. Moses was gone 40 days and 40 nights. That's almost six
weeks. (Mention what day it will be 40 days from now). The Israelites got worried about
Moses. They decided they did not think he was coming back. They were afraid they
would have no leader. Rather than use what they knew about God to give them hope, the
Israelites thought about what the Egyptians would do. The Egyptians had hundreds of
statues of creatures that they worshipped like gods. So the people asked Aaron to make
them a "god". Aaron crafted a golden calf, which the Israelites then claimed had
delivered them from Egypt. Had this calf even been around then? No. Were they obeying
God's law at this point? No. Worse than this, once they made the idol, the Israelites began
imitating the way the Egyptians worshipped, with parties, and drinking and feasting. Was
this how God wanted to be worshipped? No. They were behaving as they wanted,
copying other nations. They had forgotten what they had promised God they would obey
in just six weeks. Did God know what was going on? Yes. God told Moses the people

were sinning. He wanted to destroy them and start all over with just Moses. But Moses
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didn't want God's reputation among the nations to suffer. He pleaded with God to forgive
the people. And God changed His mind. When Moses went down to the people, with the
law on two tablets of stone, he heard the singing and saw the carved calf they were
honoring. He was so angry he broke the tablets. He approached Aaron about what
happened. Aaron claimed the calf appeared by itself when they threw gold in the fire. Is
that possible? No. Aaron was trying to escape responsibility for what he had done. Moses
demanded that the people choose between God and the idol. The people who stood
against God were killed. The idol was crushed into powder (have kids smash their cups)
and Moses made the people drink it. Gold is pretty to look at, but is very bitter to drink.
God told Moses to cut two stone tablets like the first and to bring them back to the
mountain. Moses spent another forty days and forty nights, and did not eat or drink.
Moses asked for forgiveness when God was angered by the people making false idols and
disobeying Him. We might think that people make rules to annoy us or stop us enjoying
ourselves, but rules can be there for our safety and well-being. God was blessing His
people by giving them rules to help guide their lives by. He was caring for them. Think
about times when you have been rewarded for obeying your parent/teacher, did it please

them? In the same way, we please God when we obey Him.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #20.)

God always keeps His promises, but He does it on His own time. We must not get tired of
waiting for God to work. We can hope in the fact that He always keeps His promises, and

will never abandon us.
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Let’s pray a little different today. Repeat after me with the hand motions.

Father God, you’re great!

(thumbs up)

I want You to be in charge here

(point to the sky)

Please give us what we need

(bring arms in towards chest)

I’m sorry, forgive me and help me to forgive others too

(put hands together like you’re praying)

Keep me safe and don’t let me give in to doing wrong things
(give yourself a hug)

You’re wonderful and You always will be

(big circle with arms)

In Jesus name I pray, Amen
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Large @ Awana Club

Group
LessoNs

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 19: Twelve Spies

Scripture: Numbers 13
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God has given us a mission to spread the good news in every land.
e About ourselves: God’s way is the right way and that we should trust Him.

Memory verse:

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #23
e Half of a glass of water

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Look at this glass of water. Is it half empty? Or is it half full? I suppose your answer
depends on your point of view. If you tend to think the worst of a situation, you might be
negative and say half the water is used up. If you tend to be positive and think the best of
a situation, you might say the glass is half full and could hold more. Our opinions tend to
be either negative or positive depending on how we see our circumstances. Today I want

to tell you the story of how God sent spies into Canaan and what happened to them.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

First God delivered the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt and miraculously divided
the Red Sea so they could escape the Egyptian army. Then God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai. At last they were ready to enter the land promised to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: the land of Canaan. God told Moses to send men to spy out
the land of Canaan. He told him to send a man from each tribe. Twelve men were sent.
They were to find out about the land and the people in the land. Moses said to find out if
the people were strong or weak. Did they live in cities or in camps? He wanted to know
what the fruit of the land was like and if they had forests or not. He asked them to bring
back some of the fruit that was ripe.

They searched in Canaan for 40 days. They saw a land that flowed with milk and honey.
That means it had plenty of food, water, and rich soil that would be good for growing
crops and raising animals. They also saw many different tribes of people that lived there,
including some giants. When they returned to their own camp, they showed Moses the

good fruit they had found in the land. Ten of the men began to tell about the giants and
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how fearful they were. They told of large cities with high walls around them. "We cannot
go into this land," they said. "We were just like grasshoppers in our own sight, and also in
the sight of the people there."

Joshua and Caleb said they saw something completely different. They were ready to
follow God's orders to enter the land, trusting God to protect them. They were full of
faith and courage. All twelve spies saw the same things, but Joshua and Caleb were
mindful of God's presence with them. They were confident that God would lead them to
victory over their enemies.

The people of Israel believed the negative reports that were given by the 10 spies. They
began to complain and rebel against Moses and the Lord. They lacked trust in God and
forgot about all the miracles that God has already performed on their behalf in the recent
past (the plagues, crossing the Red Sea, manna and quail, etc). They said they would
rather die in Egypt or in this desert than to go into the Promised Land. Joshua and Caleb
remind the people that “the Lord will give it [the land] to us” and “the Lord is with us. Do
not be afraid.” These words had no effect on the people. In fact, they were ready to stone
Joshua and Caleb, but this did not happen due to the appearance of the “glory of the
Lord”.

The Lord is angry at the way the people are treating Him with contempt. He considers
striking them all down with a plague, and starting over with Moses to create a faithful
nation. Moses appeals to God and His gracious nature not to carry out this threat. The
Lord forgives His people, but there are consequences. The people had said that they
would rather die in the desert than to be led into Canaan to die by the sword, and this is

what happened to them. Everyone who was age 20 or over would die in the desert—the
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only exceptions were faithful Joshua and Caleb. The people would wander in the desert
for 40 years: one year for each day of the spies’ travels, giving enough time for that
generation of people to die. The 10 spies who spread the bad report were struck down
right away by a plague.

Although we are not spies, God has sent us on a mission to tell the good news of Jesus
Christ in the world. As we search the land we may see many enemies of the cross, but we
should not be afraid. Jesus said, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
(John 16:33) Because we know that God is leading us, we can be confident to tell others

about Jesus.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #23.)

Heavenly Father, I know that you are with me, leading me and guiding me. Help me to
trust you and have the confidence to tell others about your love for us. In Jesus name we

pray, Amen.
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Group
LessonNs

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 20: The Bronze Snake

Scripture: Numbers 21:4-9
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God punishes sin
e About ourselves: Jesus is the only remedy for our sin.

Memory verse:

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Material Needed:

Music CD and player
Suggested songs:
Bible Card #24
Snake

Cane

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

One day I was planting flowers in the garden and I began to scream. Ahh! A snake!" My
husband quickly brought a hoe and got rid of it. (Show snake) Some farmers don't mind
garden snakes because they eat rats and other rodents. Some snakes are so deadly you can
die if they bite you. I hate snakes! I just think they are bad! Today I want to tell you a

story about snakes from the Bible.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

The children of Israel had been wandering in the wilderness. They were tired, thirsty,
hungry, and complaining. They were blaming God for their problems. They wanted more
than the manna God was providing each day. They wanted to go back to their old way of
life in Egypt where they were slaves. This was a sin and God punished them by sending
lots of poisonous snakes among them. Can you imagine the people starting to scream
"Ahh! Snakes!" and trying to get away from them? How would you react? (Let kids show
their reaction) A lot of people died from the snakebites. Then they realized they had done
something wrong and turned away from (or repented of) their sin. They asked Moses to
pray that God would take away the snakes.

Moses did just what you and I should do when we need help. He prayed to God. That’s
when God told him to make a statue of a snake on a pole. That was to be a good snake.
(Put snake on cane and hold up.) God told the people that if they had been bitten by a
snake they could come look at the statue of the good snake and they would be saved.

They wouldn’t die. I am sure that some people thought that was too easy, so they didn’t

46
 The Weskeyan Church - Spintual Romiation Depart ment - Children's Dividon. Bew nload ed free from www.wesleyankids. org E;M (m_g



come look at the bronze snake and they died. However, all the people who believed and
looked at the bronze snake were healed and saved.

That all sounds like a nice history lesson except that God does almost the same thing with
us today. We know that we have been bitten by the bad serpent called Satan. He has
filled us with the poison of sin. What is sin again? (Let kids answer) Left on our own, we
will eternally die. When we cry to God in prayer for help, He gives us the answer.

Instead of looking to a bronze serpent on a pole, God gave us His son Jesus. Jesus said
that God was going to lift Him up on the cross as a sacrifice for the sins of everyone.
Those that look to the cross and see Jesus in place of their sin will live forever. Jesus is
the only cure for the sin in our lives.

When the bitten Israelites looked up at the bronze snake, they were not only admitting
their sin but also looking to the Savior in faith. They were not saved by what they saw,
but by their faith in God. God has always provided a way for us to be saved. We can be
thankful that He sent Jesus to be lifted up on the cross for us and died for our sins. We
just need to believe in Jesus and ask for forgiveness of our sins. When we do we will be
saved from eternal death and live forever with Jesus in Heaven some day. John 3:16 tells
us “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes

in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #24.)

Do you believe in Jesus? Have you prayed to ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins? Do
you want to have eternal life with Jesus some day? If your answer is yes, then all you

have to do is pray and ask God. Let’s pray: Dear God, Thank you for sending Jesus as
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our Savior. Help us to look to the cross with a saving faith. Please forgive me of my sins

and help me to live a life pleasing to You. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.

48
 The Weskeyan Church - Spintual Romiation Depart ment - Children's Dividon. Bew nload ed free from www.wesleyankids. org EM m



Large @ N wana Clull

Group
LessoNs

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 21: Balaam’s Donkey

Scripture: Numbers 22
Lesson Objectives:
e About God: God knows our heart.
e About ourselves: Know the difference between knowing God in your head and
knowing God in your heart.

Memory verse:

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go, I will counsel you and
watch over you.” (Psalm 32:8)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #25
Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have you ever seen a parrot talk? They are fun to watch and to talk to. When you say a
word, the parrot tries to repeat what you are saying. How about a donkey? That’s right a
donkey. Have you ever heard a donkey talk? You might think this sounds crazy, but

today I want to tell you a story about a donkey who talked.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

There were many kingdoms that were afraid of God’s people. In one of these areas, there
was a man named Balaam. He was like Moses in that he would talk to God and ask for
help. Important people would come to him for help. There was just ONE big difference
between Moses and Balaam. Moses loved God and loved Him with all his heart. Moses
told the people what God said because he obeyed God and wanted the people to listen
and obey. Balaam helped people if he received money to do it. He did not know God
personally in his heart. He only knew God in his head.

One day the king of the land sent special messengers to Balaam to ask for help. He
wanted Balaam to ask God to curse His own people. This sounds strange to us. Why
would anyone think that they could get God to curse the people that He loved and
helped? Balaam asked God what to do and God told him not to go with the men. When
the king heard the answer, he sent other more distinguished princes to ask Balaam to help
them. He also made sure that Balaam knew that he would be given much money if he
came and cursed God’s people. Balaam asked God what to do. God told him to go, but

only to speak what He said.
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Early the next morning, Balaam saddled his donkey and rode with the princes back to the
king’s palace. Even though Balaam seemed to be following God, God knew that he had
other plans in his heart. God knew the greed for money and things was in Balaam’s heart.
An angel of the Lord stood in the road with a sword. Balaam could not see the angel, but
the donkey could. When the donkey saw the angel, she turned off the road into a field.
Balaam could not believe what his donkey was doing. He beat the donkey for going off
the path. Again the angel stood near a narrow path with walls on each side. When the
donkey saw the angel again, she pressed close to the wall and crushed Balaam’s foot.
Again Balaam beat the donkey. For a third time, the angel stood near a narrow place with
no room to go around. This time the donkey sat down. Balaam was furious with the
donkey and beat her again. Suddenly, God made the donkey talk. That’s right! The
donkey started talking. She asked Balaam why he beat her three times. Balaam answered
that the donkey had made a fool out of him in front of the special princes. He was
embarrassed. Then, God opened Balaam’s eyes to see the angel with the sword. The
angel explained that the donkey had saved his life three times. Balaam fell to his knees
and asked forgiveness. He knew that God knew his greedy heart and the sin that was
inside. He asked God to forgive him. God forgave Balaam but warned him only to speak
what God tells him to say.

Balaam kept his promise and said only what God wanted. Four times he spoke to the king
and told him that God’s people would be blessed and eventually would rule the kingdom.
Balaam listened and obeyed God when it profited him. He knew that the king would pay
him no matter what he said. He thought more about the money than about the people.

Balaam may have looked like a follower of God on the outside, but inside, he really was
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doing whatever got money and fame. Balaam might have fooled many people, but he did
not fool God.

We may fool others and they may think that we believe in Jesus and know Him. Inside,
God knows our hearts. He knows if we really trust Him or just say we do in front of
others. God sees us wherever we are and knows if we act one way in church and another
way at home or at school. Do you know God in your heart or do you just know Him in
your head. Have you been playing a game pretending to be a Christian, when you really

are not? God wants us to trust in Him and believe in Him with all our hearts.

CLOSING: Prayer

(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #25.)

It's amazing to me Balaam thought nothing of a donkey talking to him. In fact, he argued
with the donkey as if this was an everyday occurrence. Of course, it was God making the
donkey speak. We should always pay close attention to hear what God is telling us to do.
Psalm 32:8 tells us, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will

counsel you and watch over you.”

Let’s Pray: Dear God, We believe in you with all our heart. Help us to always follow and

obey you. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.
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Group
LessoNs

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 2
Lesson 22: Crossing the Jordan

Scripture: Joshua 3-4
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: Trust in God’s power because He is always with us.
e About ourselves: We must live by believing God.

Memory verse:

1

“Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’
(Joshua 1:9)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #26
e Picture of the Ark of the Covenant

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Can you think back and remember a day you waited for a long time with great
anticipation and excitement? Maybe it was your birthday, Christmas or vacation? (Let the
kids tell some stories) The Israelites were so excited about the day that they were finally

going to be able to enter the Promised Land. Here is what happened:

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After Moses died, God made Joshua the new leaders of the Israelites. The Israelites were
still wandering in the desert and now it was time to go into the Promised Land. They
packed up all of their belongings and they gathered at the shores of the Jordan River. The
river was overflowing its banks. How would they ever get across? Joshua said, “When
you see the priests carrying the (Show picture of the Ark of the Covenant) Ark of the
Covenant from inside the tabernacle, follow them. Stay a half mile behind them, and
don’t get close. Tomorrow the Lord will do a great miracle for you.” The Ark of the
Covenant carried the Ten Commandments in it.

On the other side of the river, the people of Jericho knew about the overflow of the
Jordan River, and perhaps they thought, “We shall be safe from the Israelites as long as
the waters rush too wildly down that stream; for surely our enemies will not try to cross
over such a dangerous river.”But the next morning, Joshua told the priests: “Take up the
Ark of the Covenant and lead us across the river.” Even though the waters were still deep
and the current swift and strong, God had said, “Go forward.” Do you know why? God
wanted to show His power once more. God is the supreme ruler over all the earth. To

Joshua, the Lord said, “Today I will give a great sign in the sight of the people and they’ll
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know that I’'m with you just as I was with Moses. Tell the priests who are carrying the ark
to stop at the edge of the river.”

I want you to remember something: Remember the river was flooding—do you
remember the Red Sea? God had wind blow all night and the Israelites could see path all
the way across the river-bed of the Red Sea. It wasn’t too hard to go on a dry path if you
could see. But this time God was asking something else. He didn’t make a path ahead. He
said, “Tell the priests to stop at the water’s edge—then the priests are to step into the
river, and when they do, the water will stop flowing.” So Joshua said to the people, “The
Ark of the Lord of the whole earth will lead you across the river.”

Would the priests believe and step in? The people watched and waited, and the priests put
their feet in the river and suddenly, way up the river—it was as if an invisible wall went
straight up in the river and the water stopped flowing. God stopped the water far up
stream so that it could not flow. Instead, it piled up in a great heap. All of the water
flowed out of the river’s bed where the Israelites were waiting to cross over. The priests
moved out with the ark, and when they got to the middle of the river, they stopped, and
the people started across—all their families—all their belongings—and they crossed the
river near Jericho. The priests stayed there until all the people walked across to Canaan
on dry ground. The years in the wilderness were over. They had faced a great big river
they could do nothing about. It was flooded---they stood still and watched God clear a
path for them. They just put their lives in His hands, and that’s the kind of believing God
wants us to do. A whole new life was beginning for the Israelites in a land God promised
them over 400 years before, but what was the key that opened up the river? Believing—

Faith—Believing that what God says, He will do.
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When the Bible tells us that not only are we saved by believing God, but we must live by
believing God, and we who have trusted Him must believe Him for greater things every
day. .Now some of you are thinking—*“Well, I have trusted Him as my Savior, but did
you know He wants you to put your whole life in His hands for everyday things all the
time? God was saying to the Israelites—“Step forward trusting in My power, for [ am
with you. We who have trusted Jesus as Savior have the assurance that He is always with
us because Christ lives within every believer. God does not want Christians to be
overcome by a Giant Fear, but to trust Jesus to help them.

For example: Sometime in situations you feel “nobody will like me, and I really need a
close friend, but I don’t have one.” So you are fearful. Or maybe it’s because of school
work...maybe it’s reading, or math...and you are afraid. Or perhaps a sickness or
something else happens, and you become afraid. If you know Jesus Christ as your Savior,
He wants you to trust Him for all the details in your life: friends, homework, family
members. Put all your cares in His hands, and ask Him to help you. How do we learn to
trust God more? By reading, thinking, and talking about the Scriptures. We will be ready
to move forward trusting in God’s power because we know He is with us. Joshua 1:9 tells

us, “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you

2

go.

CLOSING: Prayer
(You may choose to use the questions on the back of the Bible card #26.)
Let us pray: Dear God, I will put all my cares in your hands and I will put my trust in

you. Help me to overcome any fears that I have. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.
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