A asleyan Kids i
Large & \wana Club:
Group
Lessons

Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs large group materials written and
produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the first quarter of the Awana Club
year, beginning in September although none of the lessons are dated.

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs
partnership. In addition, we have provided small group leader and parent guides as well as
information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download at

www.wesleyankids.org.

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to know, love and
serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs partnership, please

contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-3891.

Serving Him Together,

(40

Rev. Colleen R. Derr
Director of Children‘s Ministries
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Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons:
Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club segment lets kids
absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:

e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities

e Award presentations to recognize clubbers® achievements

e Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

e Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another

e A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God‘s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ
e Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing Ceremonies, which
would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits your
Awana Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an outline for the
biblical teaching element. The suggested schedule would include Praise and Worship, Teaching

Time, and a Closing. Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing are attached.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

e Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and
interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence

e Suggested resources: Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that
includes high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all done in kid-friendly
style

e Shout Praises K!ds, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song titles from
hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all with the ease of use in
MPEG format

e Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into or following Teaching
Time

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.
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Lesson Outline:
Lessons Written By: Vanessa Veach
Edited By: Colleen Derr

Lessons Include:
e Theme
e Memory Verse
e Memory Verse Activity
e Teaching Time
e Activity Option

Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids Series
Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids are "on
target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers
Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson providing
opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of family activities

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids icon

and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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Lesson 1 Theme: There is only one God

Memory Verse: Hear O Israel: The Lord our God the Lord is one. (Deuteronomy 6:4)

Memory Verse Activity: Memory Motions

To make this memory verse more fun add motions to each of the key words. For the word &ear,
cup your hands behind your ears. For O, make a large o with their arms. For Israel, point both
arms out. For the Lord, put your fingers in the shape of L or the loser sign and pull the L sign
from the top of your right shoulder to the left hip in a diagonal motion. For the motion our, point
to different friends. The sign for God is a straight palm hand that comes from the top of your
forehead to your chin. Do the sign again for Lord and point up like we are number one for the
sign one. Hear (hands behind the ears) O (arms make a large o) Israel (point out) the Lord (L
hand sash) our (point to friends) God (straight hand from forehead to chin) the Lord (L hand

sash) is one (number one finger)

Teaching Time: One God
Does anyone know what the word polytheism means? It’s a big word lets break it down. Does

anyone know what the word poly means? Poly means many. Theism is the belief in God. If we
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put it together it means the belief in many Gods. Can you think of any cultures you learned about
that worship many Gods? (Native Americans, Egyptians, Ancient Greek, Hinduism, etc.) Some
of these religions believed there were different God’s for different things. There was a god to
pray to for rain, there was a god for love, a god for the sun. These cultures realized that a god
was powerful but they didn’t understand that there is only one God. We believe and worship the
one true God. God takes care of the weather, the solar system, and our lives. Our God is the one
true God who takes care of everything but still loves and cares for each one of us. I am so

thankful that we serve the one true God.

Activity Option: Follow one voice

Have the students get into partners. Blindfold one of the partners. Have all of the partners spread
out through the room. The non blindfolded partner picks one place on the other side of the room
from their blindfolded partner. On go all of the non blindfolded partners start calling out “find
the right one”, over and over “find the right one”. The blindfolded students have to listen
carefully for their partner’s voice. The blindfolded partner needs to make their way through the

crowd to find their partner. Switch rolls of the partners and let them do it again.
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Lesson 2 Theme: God is greater than anything
Memory Verse: This is what the Lord says — Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty; |

am the first and [ am the last; apart from me there is no God (Isaiah 44:6)

Memory Verse Activity: Memory Round

Break the verse down into 4 sections. 1- This is what the Lord says 2 — Israel’s King and
Redeemer, the Lord Almighty 3 — I am the first and I am the last 4 — apart from me there is no
God. Divide the students into four equal groups and have them get together in different corners
of the room. Recite the verse as a round. Lead the students by pointing at the different corners.

See how fast or slow the students can recite the verse. Change groups and try it again.

Teaching Time: The Power

The most powerful force of earth is called gravity. Gravity holds us on the earth so we do not go
floating off into outer space. Did you know that the earth rotates 1,040 miles per hour? That is
really really fast! That fastest your parents probably drive in your car is 80 miles an hour. Race
car drivers can go around 200 miles per hour at some race tracks. Rockets when trying to get into

outer space use the rotation of the earth to get going faster. If we didn’t have gravity to hold us
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on the ground we would float all over the place. Our houses, cars, pets and school buses would

start floating away. Gravity holds us all down. God created gravity. God is greater than anything
even gravity. God created space, He created earth, and He created gravity to keep us on the earth.
God is greater than anything. We cannot begin to even think or understand all about God. It says

in the Bible that no mind can understand all about God because He is greater than anything.

Activity Option: Testing Gravity

(Gather different objects of different sizes and weights: two balls of different size and weight, a
book and piece of card board the same length and width of the book, etc.) Have the students drop
the objects from an equal height and see what happens. Have the students stand on a chair and do
the same test. They should see that because of gravity the objects hit the ground at the same time.

Gravity keeps us all on the ground and gravity is so powerful it pulls everything down.
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Lesson 3 Theme: God made the world from nothing

Memory Verse: In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Genesis 1:1)

Memory Verse Activity: Earth Puzzle

Find a picture of the earth and write the memory verse over the earth. Cut the memory verse into
different puzzle pieces. You can make enough for each child or you can break the students into
groups and have them work together on the puzzle. If you have enough time you can have the

students or the group’s race each other race to finish the verse.

Teaching Time: New World

Can you imagine walking into a new place where everything was made out of candy? In the
movie Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory the kids walk into a room where the grass,
flowers, trees, sidewalks, and rivers were made out of some kind of candy. (*Watch the portion
of the movie from when the kids walk in, to the boy falling into chocolate river). Everything was
special and created from candy. It would be hard to be creative with candy but God created
everything out of nothing. The very first verse of the Bible says “in the beginning God created

the Heaven and the Earth.” The next verse says, “the earth was formless and empty, darkness
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was over the surface of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” God
created the perfect world out of nothing. I am sure Willy Wonka had to work hard to keep his
world perfect. He even had special workers, the Oompa-Loompas, to work on it. God created the
world so perfect that if we were any closer to the sun we would burn up and any further away we

would freeze. God also created us to live in His world, take care of it, and enjoy it.

Activity Option: Candy Creations

Give the students different supplies to create their own world. It can be as easy as graham
crackers and different color frosting or very elaborate with many different kinds of foods and
candies (taffy, marshmallows, gum drops, sprinkles etc.) Once they have created their world they

can eat it or take it home to share with their family.
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Lesson 4 Theme: God cares about all people
Memory Verse: For God so loves the world that He gave His one and only son that whoever

believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:15)

Memory Verse Activity: Valentine Verse
Have the students create a valentine card from the verse below. Encourage them to hang it up in

their bedroom or somewhere in their house to help remind them of God’s love.

For God so LoVed the World

That He gAve
His one and OnLy

BegottEn
SoN
That whoever
Believes In Him
Will Not perish
But have Eternal Life

Teaching Time: Gods love

Valentine’s Day is a special time at school to show everyone how much you care for them. I love
making valentines for all my friends. I wanted to show them how much I care about them. On
Valentine’s Day I make a valentine for everyone even if they are not one of my friends. I might
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not know everyone or care for everyone the same but God does. God loves and cares for
everyone! God cares about all the students in my classroom, all the students in my school, all the
people in my town, and He cares for everyone in the world. God sent His only son to die on the
cross for us. If we believe in Him, we will not die but live in heaven with God. God sent a
special valentine, Jesus, to show us how much He cared. God did so much for us and cares about

us so much that we should tell others about His love.

Activity Option: Make a Valentine
Have the students think of one person they want to tell about God’s love. Have them make a
special valentine for that person writing a note on it or using the Bible verse activity from above.

(Bring lots of craft supplies so the students can be creative with their valentines.)
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Lesson 5 Theme: God is perfect, fair, and faithful

Memory Verse: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. The

Lord is good to all; He has compassion on all He has made. (Psalm 145:8-9)

Memory Verse Activity: Pictures of God’s Character
Give each child a piece of paper. Have the students fold it so it has six sections. At the top of the
sections label them gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, rich in love, good to all and

compassion to all. Have the students draw pictures in the boxes to represent God’s character.

Teaching Time: Nobody’s Perfect

Miley Cyrus sings a song that says “Everybody makes mistakes, everybody has bad days,
everyone knows that I am what, what I’m talking about everybody gets that way”. The song says
over and over “Nobody’s perfect, I’ve got to work it again and again till I get it right”. Miley’s
song is right that no one on earth is perfect. But even though no one on earth is perfect God is
perfect. We serve a perfect God who does not make mistakes, He does not have bad days and He
always gets it right. God is a perfect and fair God. He does not have favorites He is fair to
everyone. God is also faithful. God is always there for us. The lyrics to God’s song would be “I

never make mistakes, I never have bad days, I am always faithful that way.”
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Activity Option: That’s not fair

Copy off the direction to the activity trick below, explain to the students they need to do this
activity perfectly and they will get a prize. Have them work on it as individuals expressing how
important it is to do it their best. See how well the students read the directions. When the
students get done, some will be upset and say “it’s not fair.” If anyone does follow the directions
and completes it perfectly reward them with a prize.

Read everything before doing anything

Put your name in the upper right hand corner of this paper

Circle your name

Draw five small squares in the upper left hand corner of this paper
Put an “X” in each square

Put a big smiley face in the middle of your paper

Put hair on the smiley face

In the lower right hand corner draw 3 medium size triangles

A S R e

Put a star in the middle of each triangle

10.Put an “X” in the lower left hand corner

11.Draw a circle around the x

12.0n the other side of the paper write your age

13.Say your first name out loud right now

14.1f you think you are doing everything perfect say “I’m perfect”
15.0n the other side of this paper write the numbers 1 — 10
16.Count out loud in a whisper backwards from ten to one

17.In your normal speaking voice, say, “I’'m finished”

18.Now that you have finished reading carefully, do only number one and two
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Elementary Lesson 6: God is everywhere all the time

Memory Verse: Come near to God and He will come near to you (James 4:8)

Memory Verse Activity: Super Speed

Break the memory verse up into different sections and write them on different pieces of paper.
Example: come near to, God and He, will come near, to you, James 4:8. Hang up the pieces of
paper on different walls around the room. Have the students, one at a time or in groups race to
the different parts of the verse, put their hand on it, recite that section and race to the next

section. Time them to see how fast they can go and if they can improve their time.

Teaching Time: God, Mr. Incredible

How many of you wish you had a superpower? What superpower would you wish for? Would
some of you want to have super speed? Or maybe be invisible? Or what about super strength?
In the movie the Incredible’s Dash is really fast. (Watch a section of the movie the Incredibles
when Dash is running). Wow isn’t that fast! [ wish I could run that fast. Dash can get anywhere
fast. God is the ultimate superhero. He is the strongest, the smartest, the fastest, the biggest and
the list goes on and on. Did you know that God is everywhere all the time. God is with us

wherever we are. If we are at school, at home, on a trip He is always with us. Superhero’s can
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only be one place at once even if they can get there fast. God is with us everywhere and all the

time. Anytime, anywhere, God is there!

Activity Option: Superhero Logo
God is the ultimate superhero. Superheroes have logos and outfits they wear when they are out
saving people. Have the students create a logo for God, the ultimate superhero. Hand out paper,

pencils, markers, and crayons and let the students creativity flow. Let them share their creative

ideas and how they represent God.
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Lesson 7 Theme: God is all knowing
Memory Verse: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How

unsearchable His judgments and His paths beyond tracing out! (Romans 11:33)

Memory Verse Activity: Hang Man

Write the verse out on the board but have keys words missing like wisdom, knowledge,
unsearchable, judgments etc. Ask if anyone knows all the words even with the blanks. Play
hang man with the students trying to discover the missing words for the verse. When all the

blanks are filled in, say the verse together.

Teaching Time: Who is the smartest?

Who is the smartest person you know? Some people would say that Albert Einstein was one of
the smartest men who ever lived. He discovered and worked on laws like the photon theory of
light, theories of gravitation, theory of radiation and statistical mechanics. Some of these things
are so complicated I cannot even pronounce the titles. Albert solved problems and found
solutions to questions that no one else could. He was a very smart man, but he did not know

everything about science. Only God is all knowing. It says in the Bible that God knows when we
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sleep and when we get up. God knows our thoughts and He knows what we are going to do
before we do it. God created Albert Einstein and knew what he would discover before Albert
was even born. God knows who you are, what you are good at, what you will eat for lunch, when
you will go to bed, where you live. There are no math problems or science problems that stump
God. He knows everything. Any time there is something you don’t know or don’t understand,

talk to God. He has all the answers.

Activity Option: Math Problem

Start the activity by explaining to the students that you are so smart that you will know the
answer to this math problem no matter what number they choose. Have one student who is good
at math volunteer to come up to the board. Follow the steps below.

Step 1 - Write any three digit number on the board (example 456)

Step 2 -Write that first number in reverse order (654).

Step 3 — Subtract the smaller number from the larger one (654-456 = 198)

Step 4 — Reverse the number that you got (891).

Step 5 — Add Answer from step 3 and step 4 (198 + 891 = 1089).

Your answer will always be 1089. Try it again

Every time you do this problem you will get 1089. Allow multiple volunteers to try their
numbers.
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Lesson 8 Theme: God is powerful
Memory Verse: For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities — His eternal
power and divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made

so that men are without excuse (Romans 1:20)

Memory Verse Activity: Windblown verse

Cut up the memory verse into different sections with one to three words on each piece of paper.
For this activity you will need a large fan. Turn the fan on to blow all of the pieces of the
memory verse around the room. Have the students find the different sections and put the verse
together. To add a challenge have the students try to put the memory verse together where the

fan 1s blowing.

Teaching Time: Power of Wind

Have you ever been in a bad storm? What about a tornado? Wind can be very strong and
powerful. Wind can tear apart houses, buildings, and entire towns. It can be very scary to be in a
house when the wind is blowing hard. Nature can be very powerful, but God controls everything.

God is all powerful. God controls the wind and the rain. In the Bible God uses the wind to help
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dry up the earth after the flood. Jesus calms the wind and waves with the disciples. When the

strongest storms are blowing, you can think of God and His power.

Activity Option: Blown around

Divide the students up into even teams. Divide each team equally, having the groups face each
other on opposite sides of the room. Give each team a ping pong ball. On “go” one player gets on
their hands and knees and blows the ping pong ball from the starting line to their team on the
opposite side of the room. When they make it to their team, the next player gets down and blows
the ball back to the other side. This continues until each player has gone. The team that gets done

first wins.
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Lesson 9 Theme: We talk with God through prayer

Memory Verse: Here I Am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, I will come in and eat with Him and He with me. (Revelations 3:20)

Memory Verse Activity: Act like Jesus

To help teach the memory verse dress up like Jesus and act it out. Have different students
volunteer to be “Jesus” and the one who opens the door. If you have a large group, pair off and

act the verse out together switching roles.

Teaching Time: No Busy Signal

I hate to get a busy signal when I call my best friend on the phone. If I wait a couple minutes,
call them back, and still get a busy signal, it drives me crazy. On the phone you hear a recording
that says “please leave a message and I’ll call you back.” I am not the only one who does not
like to get a busy signal.

God wants to be our best friend. He wants to talk to us. When we pray, we talk to God. We can
talk to God anytime and anywhere. We will never get a busy signal when we want to talk to God.

God is always there waiting and wanting to talk to us.
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Activity Option: Telephone

Play a game of telephone. Divide the students into two equal groups. Start the same message at
the beginning of both groups. Have the students whisper the message to their team mate next to
them. After each one has heard the message, let the last in line say it out loud. Ask the student

who started the message if that is what they said.
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Lesson 10 Theme: God wants us to praise and worship Him
Memory Verse: Worship the Lord with gladness come before Him with joyful songs (Psalms

100:2)

Memory Verse Activity: A verse of Worship
Split the students into groups and have them create a song with the memory verse. Have the

students use instruments to play a tune with the verse or put the verse to a clapping pattern.

Teaching Time: Created to Worship

What are different ways that we worship? We please God when we worship Him. God created
you as a walking instrument of praise. What are different ways that we can praise God (with our
body)? We can praise God with our hands, our feet, our voice, and our lives. (Draw an outline of
a person on a white board or a piece of white cardboard. Have the students help you label
different ways that we worship and praise God with our body. For example out of the mouth you
can put singing, speaking, praying etc. You can label the hands clapping, snapping, serving etc.
Continue to label the rest of the body.) The way that we live everyday can bring praise to God.

Let’s be a walking instrument that praises and worships God.

22
©1The Wesleyan thurch - Spirtual Formation Department - Children's Dividon. Bewnload ed free from wwrwwesheyankids. org Eﬂm (ﬁ'm&



Activity Option: Different Worship

Gather as many instruments that you can for the students to try. If you have different members of
your church that are musically gifted, have them come and teach the students how to play some
of their instruments. Have the students spend time playing the instruments. After they had time

to try the different instruments, spend some time in praise and worship singing songs and playing
the instruments. If you do not have any instruments available, have the students use their hands

and feet to make music during a praise and worship time.
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Lesson 11 Theme: The Bible is God’s Word
Memory Verse: And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the

word of God, which is at work in you who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

Memory Verse Activity: Verse word search
Write each word of the memory verse out on different index cards. Before class hide the words
around the room. Have the students search for the words and once they find all the words put the

verse together. If you have a large group, create multiple cards of each word.

Teaching Time: God’s treasure map

(Show short clips of the movie, National Treasure, where they find the treasure map or show the
clip at the end of the movie where they find the treasure.) Wouldn’t it be fun to go on a treasure
hunt? Where would you like to look for treasure? On a deserted island? In the dessert? At sea?
There are still people who search for treasure today. They research and use old maps to search
for sunken ships, lost gold, and artifacts. If they have a map it is a lot easier to find their treasure.

They follow the path of people who have hidden the treasure and are warned of all the dangers
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they will face. The Bible is a treasure map from God. The Bible is God’s Words to lead and
guide us in life. The Bible helps lead us to treasure in life and keeps us from getting trapped or

lost. The Bible is God’s Word that leads us through the adventure of our lives.

Activity Option: God’s word search

Divide the students up into partners or small teams with Bibles. Give them the list of verses
below. Instruct the students to go on a search through Gods Word. Have them write down what
they find out about God’s Word.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 — Words of God

Psalms 119:9 — Live by Word

Matthew 24:35 — Never pass away

Psalms 119:105 — Lamp for my feet and Light to Path

Ephesians 6:17 — God’s word is a sword

Psalms 119:11 — Hidden your word so I might not sin

2 Timothy 3:16-17 — All scripture is God breathed

Psalms 119:39 — Word is eternal

25
©1The Wesleyan thurch - Spirtual Formation Department - Children's Dividon. Bewnload ed free from wwrwwesheyankids. org Em (ﬁ'm&



Largé€ @

Group
Lessons

Lesson 12 Theme: The Bible shows us who God is and what He has done
Memory Verse: We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next generation the

praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, His power, and wonders He has done. (Psalms 78:4)

Memory Verse Activity: Search in God’s word

Bring in Bibles of different versions, sizes, and styles. Print off the verse and cut it up into
different pieces. Hide the different words throughout the Bibles, deep in the pages. Have the
students look through the Bibles to find the different words and put the Bible verse together.

Have the students look up the memory verse in the different Bibles and share it with the class.

Teaching Time: Postcard from God

Have you ever received a postcard or letter from someone on vacation? The postcard or letter
tells all about the things they have done. The postcard might have a fun picture that says “come
visit” or “wish you were here.” What would you put in a letter or postcard? Who would you send
them too?

The Bible is a special letter from God. The Bible tells us real-life stories sharing who God is and

how God takes care of His children. The Bible has stories from when God created the world, a
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flood, when a man was thrown in a lions den, when Jesus was born. It has some scary, exciting,
funny, sad stories and the list goes on and on. The whole Bible is a letter that God is just waiting
for you to read. It’s full of all the ways that God loves you. Just like you send a postcard to those

you care about God has given us the Bible make sure you take time to read it.

Activity Option: Send a Postcard
Have the students think of one person they want to tell about God’s Word and what God has
done for them this week. Let them decorate a postcard or a letter and fill it with verses from the

Bible or things that God has done for them.
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