Large @

Group
Lessons

Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs, large group materials written
and produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the first quarter of the
Awana Club fourth year, beginning in September — although none of the lessons are dated. Each
additional quarter’s lessons will be available for download a minimum of two weeks prior to the
quarter starting. The fourth year materials have been written in conjunction with Bible Story
Cards available through Wesleyan Publishing House at wphonline.com

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana
Clubs partnership. In addition, we have provided you with small group leader and parent guides
as well as information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download at

www.wesleyankids.org.

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to
know, love and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs
partnership, please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-

3891.

Serving Him Together,

%AQ%

General Director of Spiritual Formation, The Wesleyan Church

Marilyn Searcey
Children’s Ministry Leadership Team

Resource Coordinator
Spiritual Formation Department, The Wesleyan Church


http://www.wphonline.com/categorylist.asp?mymode=3&cid=488843&cid1=493187&c1=Wesleyan+Resources&c2=Children%27s+Resources&c=493195:BibleStoryCards&stc=488843&smc=493187&sbc=493195
http://www.wesleyankids.org/
mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org

Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group
Lessons: Quarter #1: Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels
The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club
segment lets kids absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:
e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities
e Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements
e Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson
e Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another
e A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a walk with
Christ

e Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing
Ceremonies, which would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and

recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best
fits your Awana Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and
provide an outline for the biblical teaching element. The suggested schedule would
include Praise and Worship, Teaching Time, and a Closing. Specific material for
Teaching Time and Closing are attached. The objectives for these lessons are cognitive,
affective, and behavioral, giving children something to know/believe/understand, to feel

and to do.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

e Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the
clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement
and interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence

e Suggested resources:



o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that
includes high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all
done in kid-friendly style

o Shout Praises Kids, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of
song titles from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized
songs all with the ease of use in MPEG format

e Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching

Time or following

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.

Lesson Outlines:
Lessons Written By: Brenda Smith
Edited By: Marilyn Searcey

Week 1: When God Created the universe
Week 2 The First sin, Adam and Eve
Week 3: Cain and Abel

Week 4: Noah’s Ark

Week 5: Tower of Babel

Week 6: Sodom and Gomorrah

Week 7: Abraham offers Isaac

Week 8: Jacob and Esau

Week 9: Joseph’s Coat

Week 10: Baby Moses

** The fourth year of the Awana Clubs and Wesleyan Kids material has been
written in conjunction with the Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan

Publishing House at wphonline.com



mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org
http://www.wphonline.com/categorylist.asp?mymode=3&cid=488843&cid1=493187&c1=Wesleyan+Resources&c2=Children%27s+Resources&c=493195:BibleStoryCards&stc=488843&smc=493187&sbc=493195

Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith

Kids Series

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your
kids are "on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.
Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson
providing opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week
of family activities

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith

Kids icon and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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Group
LessoNS

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 1: Creation

Scripture: Genesis 1-2
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: Children will understand that God is our creator. He is eternal and in
control of the world.

e About ourselves: God chose to create us, we are valuable in His eyes. We are
more important than the animals. We are made in God’s image.

Memory verse:
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” ~ Genesis 1:1(NIV)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Cards for day’s # 1-7. Use poster board or cardstock. Example shown of drawings
you can put on the cards.

e Bible Card #1.

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Show a painting or sculpture. Explain how the painting or sculpture was created. Ask the
kids if they have ever created anything on their own such as a painting, model car, etc.
Allow a few children to explain what they created and how it made them feel when it was

accomplished.

TEACHING TIME STORY: When God created the universe — Genesis 1-2

Before a painter begins to paint he/she thinks about what they are going to paint
on a canvas and before a sculptor begins to sculpt he/she decides how they are going to
mold their clay. When God created the universe, do you think He drew up some plans on
what the universe would look like? Or because God is perfect, were all His ideas great
from the very start? How long would it take God to complete His creation before He
would say “that looks very good?”” One thing is for sure, if it weren’t for God, we
wouldn’t be here. Before there was anything, there was God. Scriptures tells us that God
created the heavens and the earth and everything in it. So let’s take a look back a long
time ago before anything existed. Ask for (7) volunteers from the audience to hold up the
corresponding day # cue cards. Put them in place.

There were no Wii games, no computers, no ice cream, no animals, no people, no
water; no earth...all that existed was God. In fact there was no shape to God’s creation at
all, and everywhere it was black as night. So how did it all begin? Day #1 (Have child
hold up Day #1 card) God said, “Let there be light”, and there was light! God saw that the
light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day”

and the darkness He called “night”. There was evening and there was morning and that



was day # 1. (Point to cards, have kids participate) So Day # 1 God created Day and
night.

On the next morning, Day # 2, (Have child hold up #2 card) God put the blue sky
between the deep waters that covered the earth. At first the earth was all water and no
land. There was evening and there was morning and that was day # 2. (Point to cards,
have kids participate) So Day # 1 God created Day and night. On day # 2 God created
the sky.

Next came the morning of day # 3, (have child hold up #3 card) God gathered the
waters together in one place and made dry land appear. God called the dry ground “land
and the gathered waters “seas”. And God saw that it was good! Then God said, “Let there
be all kinds of plants, trees, and things to grow. So God made all kinds of fruits and
vegetables that you like to eat like corn, carrots, apples, grapes and of course spinach and
Brussels sprouts too. And God saw that it was good! There was evening and there was
morning and that was day # 3. (Point to cards, have kids participate) So day # 1, God
created day and night, day #2 God created the sky, and day # 3, God created the land
and the seas, plants, vegetables and trees.

We are now on Day # 4 (Have child hold up #4 card) Then God said “Let there be
great lights to separate day from night. He wanted to make sure you knew what time to
go to bed and what time you need to get up to go to school! So God created the sun, the
moon and the stars. And God saw that it was good! There was evening and there was
morning and that was day # 4. (Point to cards, have kids participate) So day # 1, God

created day and night, day #2 God created the sky, day # 3, God created the land and



the seas, plants, vegetables and trees and day # 4, God created the sun, the moon and
the stars.

Next came the morning of day # 5, (Have child hold up # 5 card), And God said,

“Let there be living creatures in the oceans, rivers and lakes and let there be birds flying
in the sky”, so God created fish, and whales, dolphins and sharks to swim in the water.
And God created eagles and robins, hawks and blue jays to fly in the sky. The earth was
not a quiet place anymore! And God saw that it was good! There was evening and there
was morning and that was day # 5. (Point to cards, have kids participate) So day # 1, God
created day and night, day #2 God created the sky, day # 3, God created the land and
the seas, plants, vegetables and trees, day # 4, God created the sun, the moon and the
stars and day # 5, God created the fish and the birds.

On morning of day # 6, (Have child hold up # 6 card), God said, “Let there be
animals upon the earth”, so God created lions and tigers and bears, oh my! He made
Horses to ride and monkeys that swing on trees, elephants with tusks and pigs in the mud.
God was so creative in all the animals He made! And God saw that it was good! Then
God said” “Let us make people in our own image” (God said “Us” because God the
Father was there, and so was Jesus His son, and so was His Holy Spirit - But still He was
just one God!) So God made people in His own image. Then God blessed them and made
people ruler over every living thing so they could take care of His creation. And God saw
that it was good! There was evening and there was morning and that was day # 6. (Point
to cards, have kids participate) So day # 1, God created day and night, day #2 God
created the sky, day # 3, God created the land and the seas, plants, vegetables and

trees, day # 4, God created the sun, the moon and the stars, day # 5, God created the



fish and the birds and day # 6 God created animals and people.

On the morning of day # 7, (Have child hold up # 7 card), God saw that the whole
universe and everything in it was finished and everything was very good. So God rested
on the seventh day and He made that day holy. What does that mean? He made that day
special, it belongs to God. God rested from His work on the seventh day and enjoyed all
he made. That’s what God wants us to do too! He wants us to rest on the seventh day and
enjoy all He has made. That way we will always remember that God made everything
there is and He made it to be good and He made it for us, because we are so precious to
Him and He loves us. (Point to cards, have kids participate) So day # 1, God created day
and night, day #2 God created the sky, day # 3, God created the land and the seas,
plants, vegetables and trees, day # 4, God created the sun, the moon and the stars, day
#5, God created the fish and the birds, day # 6 God created animals and people and
day #7 God rested and declared all He made to be very good! (Dismiss volunteers, have

kid’s clap for them.)

CLOSING: Prayer

Ask if anyone thinks they could tell what was created on all seven days by memory; bring
them forward to tell everyone. (Dismiss them, have kid’s clap for them)

Say, “God saw that all He had created was very good. You are part of God’s creation, and
He is so pleased with how He made you. You are valuable to God and He loves each one
of you. Let’s each of us think of something that we are thankful for that God created just
for us as we go into prayer.

(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #1 if you want.)

Give a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s creation.
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Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 2: Adam and Eve...The first sin

Scripture: Genesis 3:3-5 (NIV)
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God always had rules for man.
e About ourselves: God made us and Satan tempts us.

Memory verse:

"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
body is weak." ~ Matthew 26:41(NIV)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Plate of cookies, enough for all the kids.
e Bible Card # 2.
Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have a plate of cookies in front of you. Then say, mmmm, yummy... these
cookies sure do look good. I am tempted to eat one right now. Temptation -- that's a
pretty big word, isn't it? What does it mean? Temptation is something that makes you
want to do or have something that you know you should not. Giving in to that temptation
is called a sin. A sin is when we disobey God. Eating a cookie isn't necessarily a sin, but
it could be wrong in certain situations. Let me tell you a story that might help us to see
how eating a cookie could be wrong.

One day Bobby walked into the kitchen just as his mother put the last of a freshly-
baked batch of cookies on a platter. "Oh boy! Chocolate chip cookies!" said Bobby as he
reached for a cookie. “Put that cookie back!" said Bobby’s mother. "We will eat dinner
soon and snacking will spoil your appetite. You can eat some cookies after dinner."
"Alright," Bobby said as he put the cookie back on the platter. "I'm going to go outside
and play with Tom."

Bobby and Tom played for a while and then went inside to get a drink of
water. The cookies were still on the kitchen table. "Look," said Tom, "chocolate chip
cookies! Let's eat one." "My mother told me not to eat any cookies or it would spoil my
dinner," said Bobby. "Aw, come on," Tom pleaded, "one cookie won't spoil your dinner."
"Okay, I guess it wouldn't hurt to eat just one," Bobby agreed. Just as they finished their
cookie, Bobby’s sister, Sarah, walked into the kitchen. "Mom made some cookies and
they are really good. Do you want one?" So they all ate a cookie together. That night at
dinner Bobby wasn't very hungry. His mother noticed that he wasn't eating. "You aren't

eating your dinner. Is something wrong?" mother asked. "No, I'm just not very hungry,"
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Bobby answered. "You disobeyed me and ate cookies before dinner, didn't you?", Mom
asked. "Yes, but Tom said that it wouldn't really spoil my appetite and we only ate one...
or two" Bobby answered sheepishly. "I am very disappointed,”" Mom said. "Because you
have disobeyed me, you can't go anywhere with your friends on Saturday. You will stay
at home and help me clean the house." Bobby gave into temptation, ate the cookies he
was told not to and because he was disobedient to his mom, eating the cookies became a

sin.

TEACHING TIME STORY: The First Sin — Genesis 3:3-5

I want to tell you a story of the first time anyone committed a sin. God created the
first human beings and their names were Adam and Eve. God gave Adam and Eve a
beautiful home in the Garden of Eden. They had all that they needed, but God expected
them to follow his rules. There were all kinds of trees and plants for food. Could she and
Adam eat from every tree in the garden? No, God gave them every tree but one for their
food. That was the “Tree of knowledge of good and evil.” They could eat from all the
other plants. They should have been satisfied. When God made the world, he also made
rules for that world. Sometimes we call these rules “laws.” He tells us His laws so we can
obey them and be happy. But Satan used the serpent to tempt Eve. She listened to him
instead of listening to God. Adam did wrong, too. Because of their sin, trouble came into
the world for the first time.

The Garden of Eden was a place of perfect happiness. Some people have called it
“Paradise.” Adam and Eve were very happy when God first placed them in the garden.

There were no tears, no pain nor death there. The work that God gave Adam to do was
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pleasant work. He was supposed to take care of the garden and God would make
everything grow nicely. Adam and Eve had everything they needed.

He talked to Adam and told him how to be happy. Adam was made in the likeness
of God and could understand what God wanted him to do. Do you remember what God
told him? Yes, He told him to take care of the plants in the garden. And He told him he
could use all the trees in the garden for food except for one. God said, “Of every tree of
the garden you may eat freely, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

If you had been in the garden, would you have listened to God? Would you have
done what He said? Adam and Eve knew God loved them. They could see He had
planned for them so carefully. Since He had made them, He surely knew what was best
for them.

One day the serpent asked Eve about the trees in the garden. He wanted to trick
Eve into doing wrong. The Bible tells us that the serpent was smarter and sneakier than
any beast of the field. Eve told the serpent what God had said. She told him God said they
would die if they ate the fruit from the “tree of knowledge of good and evil.” The serpent
wanted Eve to disobey God. He told her, “You will not surely die! For God knows that in
the day that you eat of it, your eyes will be opened. And you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.”

Then it happened. The Bible tells us that “When the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise,
she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her and he ate.”

Later “they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden. Adam and Eve tried
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to hide themselves from God among the trees of the garden. Then God called to Adam
and said “Where are you?”

How do you think Adam and Eve felt? Yes, they were afraid. They knew that they
had disobeyed God. How different everything had suddenly become! Things were no
longer perfect. They did not feel free to talk with God anymore. Something had come
between them. Now they were separated from God. They were unhappy because they had
done what God had told them not to do. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, sin came
into the world. All through the Bible we read about sin and how it separates man from
God. God showed Adam the right way, but Adam did not follow it. Adam knew the good
thing to do, but he did not do it. Knowing to do right and not doing it is always sin.

God tells us today what will give us joy. He does not talk to us like He did to
Adam and Eve, but He speaks to us through the Bible. As long as we listen and obey
Him, we will have joy. But when we commit sin by disobeying Him, that sin comes

between us and God, too.

CLOSING: Prayer

Ask the kids: What does it mean to sin? To do bad things against God, to break God's
law. Did you know that Satan even tempted Jesus to do things that were wrong? When he
did, Jesus answered him with Scripture. Jesus never sinned. We can use the same weapon
against temptation. If we read the Bible, when Satan comes around, we can just say, "No"
to temptation. Have the kids repeat with you, Just say No to temptation! I can’t hear
you... Just say “NO” to temptation! If we do disobey God we should pray and ask for

forgiveness of our sins.
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(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #2 if you want.)
Pray: Father, we want to be like Jesus. Help us to say, "No" to Satan when he tempts us

to do wrong. In Jesus names we pray, amen.

Share cookies with everyone.

16



Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 3: Cain and Abel

Scripture: Genesis 4:1-15 (NIV)
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God knows everything. God is always watching over us.

e About ourselves: Sin can take control of a person who does not resist sin by living

a life pleasing to God.
Memory verse:
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”~ Matthew 28:20b (NIV)
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #3.

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask children: What would you do if nobody was watching? You are watching
TV and a show you are not allowed to watch begins. If nobody's watching, would you
watch the show or turn the channel? Wait for responses. Then ask: You are asked to
clean and pick up your room and put back things where they belong. If nobody was
watching, would you shove all your things under the bed or in your closet instead of
where the things belong? Wait for responses. Then ask: You are asked to do your
homework right when you get home from school. If nobody is watching, would you play
with you computer games or do your homework? Wait for responses. Then say: You
may think that no one is watching you, but God is always watching. We need to
remember that God knows what we are thinking and what we want to do. That is why we

should always try to please God in all that we think and do, even if nobody's watching.

TEACHING TIME STORY: Cain and Abel — Genesis 4:1-14

Adam and Eve had to leave the Garden of Eden because they had disobeyed God.
After awhile, Adam and Eve had two sons. The first son was called Cain and the second
son was called Abel. Cain and Abel were like most siblings, they didn’t always get along.
But they were still brothers and loved each other, despite their occasional arguments.
Cain was a farmer. He worked in the garden. Abel was a shepherd. He took care of the
sheep.

Adam and Eve told Cain and Abel about the message God gave them that they
should sacrifice a lamb to God to show how much they appreciated all He'd done and

how sorry they were for their sins. Abel was very concerned that his sacrifice be special
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to God. He chose his first and best lamb and offered it to the Lord. It was hard for Abel
to give up his most prized possession, but it was important to him to try his best to do as
God had asked. Cain brought some of his left over vegetables to God as a gift. Cain
thought that his little brother was a bit silly for giving up his best lamb. God looked down
and was happy with Abel and his gift. But God was not happy with Cain’s gift. Why do
you think God was not pleased with Cain’s gift? He brought something that didn’t show
God how grateful he was to God. It was a gift that was second best. What would you do
if someone gave you a broken toy as a gift? Would you get excited about it? God wasn’t
excited about Cain’s gift either.

Cain became jealous! He didn't take the time or the responsibility to realize that it
was his decision to not give God his best. Instead, he just got angry at his brother. Cain
asked Abel to go for a walk with him, and while he was still angry, Cain struck Abel to
the ground and killed him. When Cain realized what he'd done, he was more concerned
that someone might have seen what he'd done than he was sorry for his brother's death.
He looked around and felt a sense of relief because nobody was there watching. And
then the Lord spoke, "Cain, where is your brother Abel?" Cain shrugged, "I don’t know!
Am I my brother's keeper?" God replied, "Cain, how could you be so cruel to your only
brother. He has done nothing, but try his best for Me, for his parents... and for you."
Then God said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me
from the ground. You will be punished for this. No longer will the ground produce
vegetables for you. You will be a wanderer—traveling from place to place.”

Cain spoke up, “God, my punishment is too much. Someone will surely kill me.”

God then told him that He would put a mark on him so that no one would hurt him.
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Cain’s sin (wrong) separated him from God. It tore apart their friendship.

CLOSING: Prayer

What about you? How is your friendship with God? Do you feel separated from God?
When we do wrong, we need to ask God for forgiveness of our sins. We have to always
remember that God is always watching over us and we should try to do the right thing
which will always please God.

(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #3 if you want.)

Ask the kids if they have any prayer requests before going to prayer. Include the prayer
requests in your prayer or ask for volunteers of the other children to pray for the prayer
requests. Include in your prayer that the kids will have good attitudes. Pray specifically

that they will not be jealous or angry with anyone this week.
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 4: Noah’s Ark

Scripture: Genesis 6
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God has plans for our life.
e About ourselves: When we put trust in God, we can do anything.

Memory verse:

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.~ Jeremiah 29:11(NIV)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Red, yellow, orange, green, blue, purple, black, pink and white paper. Or a picture
of a rainbow.

e Bible Card #4.

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask: Have you ever been in a situation where you were doing the right thing and
everyone else was laughing at you? Wait for responses. Today we are going to be talking
about a man who did what was right while the whole world was laughing at him. Let me
begin with a knock, knock joke.

Knock, Knock

Who's There?

Noabh... Noah Who?

Noah good place to get out of the rain.

Guess who we are talking about today? Noah!

TEACHING TIME STORY: Noah’s Ark — Genesis 6

A long time ago there was a man that was very dear to God, and his name was
Noah. Noah loved God and did everything that God wanted him to do. God watched over
and protected Noah; He had plans for Noah’s life. But God was not happy with everyone
else that lived on Earth. In fact, when God looked down on Earth all He saw was sin in
all its forms. And God was very unhappy with all of mankind and everything that He had
created except for Noah and his family. God was going to make it rain and He was going
to destroy everything on Earth. God was going to save Noah and his family from the
flood that would destroy the bad world.

God’s plan was for Noah to construct a large vessel called an ark that would hold
all the different kinds of animals. Two of every kind of animal, about 75,000 animals

would need to go on the ark. Could it hold that many animals? Could Noah build such a
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boat? God told Noah exactly how to build the ark: it was about 450 feet long, 75 feet
wide and 45 feet tall. It would have three decks, and a window for air. It only had one
door. Through that door, all who entered would be saved. All who stayed behind would
die. Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth. Noah and his sons began their task to
build the ark. People laughed at Noah and his boat. Sometimes people may laugh at
Christians for doing the right thing, but what is important is that Noah obeyed God. We
should obey God also, no matter what other people think.

God made a covenant with Noah to protect Noah and his family if Noah did what
God told him to do. A covenant is a vow, a promise to do something, but both people
have to do their part or the covenant is broken. God’s promise to protect him and his
family burned strong in Noah’s heart. He was determined to do what God wanted him to
do no matter what happened. He didn’t care what other people said about him or what
they thought. He was going to follow God. While they were building the Ark God sent
animals and birds of every kind to them, and they cared for everything that God had
given them. They knew that God would respect them if they respected God. They showed
their respect for God by respecting what God gave them, just like we should respect
everything and everybody that God puts in our lives. When Noah and his family finished
building the Ark, God told him to load all of the animals, bird and his family on to the
Ark. The animals began going on the boat two by two. It must have been very hard to get
on the Ark knowing that God was about to destroy the world. After all of the years of
building the Ark and warning their neighbors and friends, it was now time to say good-
bye. They closed the door to the ark, leaving behind all the people who would not listen

to them and come on board.
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It began to rain like it never did before. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights. The
flood was the worst disaster ever recorded in history. The entire earth was covered with
water and there were no survivors except those on the ark. It took many days for the flood
waters to go down. When it finally did, Noah, his family, and all of the animals left the
ark. Noah thanked God for keeping them safe. God placed a rainbow in the sky and said
every time we see a rainbow it would remind us of His promise that he would never flood

the whole world again and remind us of His love for us.

CLOSING: Prayer

A rainbow is an arch of light exhibiting a wide range of colors. It is caused by
drops of water falling through the air. It is usually seen in the sky at the end of a rain
shower. Because of this, God said every time we see a rainbow it would remind us of His
promise never to flood the whole world again and remind us of His love for us .Do you
know what each color in the rainbow means? I found something that explains it: (Show
color paper as you are telling about the colors)
Red represents the blood Jesus shed for us.
Yellow is for God’s perfect light, the sun so bright.
Orange is coming from night into life thru Jesus.
Green reminds us that God created the earth and trees. Like the grass in spring, it
represents the new life we have in Jesus.
Blue represents the color of water. God created the oceans & seas, this reminds us
of the baptism that identifies us with Jesus.

Black represents our sins.
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Purple is for Jesus’ hours of sorrow, so we can gain the crown of life.

Pink is for our new tomorrows.

White represents God’s purity and the cleansing of our sins thru God’s grace.

The next time you see a rainbow, remember the promise God made to Noah, and
remember that just as he has kept that promise, he keeps all of his promises.

(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #4 if you want.)

Let’s Pray, Dear Father, Thank you for the wonderful plans you have for my life. Help
me to be obedient to you and follow what you ask me to do. Thank you for your promises

that you give to us. We love you. In Jesus name we pray, amen.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 5: Tower of Babel

Scripture: Genesis 11:1-9
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God dislikes pride.
e About ourselves: We always need God.

Memory verse:
Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. ~ Proverbs 16:18 (NIV)
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #5

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have kids say Babel five times in a row all together at the same time. Then say:
(Hablas espanol? Parlez vous Francaise? Do you speak English? I tried to find out if you
spoke Spanish or French or English. People all around the world speak different
languages. Have you ever wondered how we came to speak so many languages? The
Bible tells us that God made them. But why? Wouldn't it be easier if everyone in the
world simply spoke one language? Do you think there will ever come a time when we
will all speak one language again? One day we may all serve God with one language.

Today's story is about pride. Pride is when you think you're better than someone
else. The problem with this is that God hates pride. When we think we are better than
others we also start to think we don't need God and that we can handle things on our own.
The thing is that we always need God. He made us so that we would need Him. He
wants us to depend on Him and ask Him for help. If we think that we have everything
figured out and that we know it all, then we're really going our own way and turning
away from God. Just think about the last time you disobeyed your parents or you weren't
nice to a friend. You put your thoughts and feelings first and didn't care about how the

other person felt. That is pride.

TEACHING TIME STORY: Tower of Babel — Genesis 11:1-9

Back in the beginning of creation, everyone did speak the same language.
Everyone could worship God with the same words. Then one day, instead of continuing
to spread around the earth after the great flood, they started to stay together in one city. It

was there that they started to look up in the sky and wish they could be like God. So they
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decided to build a tower that would reach to heaven. In the tower they would be able to
study the stars and figure out how to get to heaven without God's help. So the people
went to work making bricks for the Tower of Babel. It was hard work but the people
wanted everyone to know that they made the tower that reached heaven, so they just
worked that much harder. The people also convinced themselves that by building the
tower that would stay united. Since they already spoke the same language, now they
would be building the tower together. Their pride had taken over and all they were
thinking about was that they'd be known in the entire world for building the biggest and
best tower ever.

When God came down to see what his children were doing, He was not happy.
Heaven was a sacred place. No man should be able to enter heaven by building a tower.
If this was what His children did when they understood each other, He must do
something to scatter the people. He changed their language into many different
languages. Some people spoke French, some Chinese, and some Spanish. This finally
gave the people a reason to move away with other people they could understand. The
people scattered all over the world. This was the beginning of the languages. Imagine
what would've happened if the people didn't try to build the tower in the first place and
they focused on God instead. Maybe we would all speak the same language today.

It's interesting because when the people starting building the tower of Babel,
Babel meant "gateway to God" but after God mixed up their language it meant
"confusion". Even the word babble that we use today is said to come from that day when
everyone was babbling with confusion. So you can see how much God hates pride. The

people could have done amazing things for God when they all spoke the same language,
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and they could have been unified that way. Instead they decided to do something silly

and build a big tower just so other people would notice them and call them great.

CLOSING: Prayer

The opposite of pride is humility, or to be humble. When we boast about what we
have, or look down on someone who is less fortunate, we are telling God that He is not
important, and that we think we can do things on our own. This is so far from the truth.
All good things come from God, by ourselves we are nothing. Therefore, we must live a
humble life before God, and admit that without Him we are lost. To avoid being proud,
we must acknowledge and thank Him for all He has given us. When we do this, God will
exalt us. Remember that God knows what is in our hearts.
(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #5.)
Let’s Pray: Heavenly Father, help us not to be full of pride, but to always be humble.

Thank you for all you have given us. In Jesus name we pray, amen.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 6: Sodom and Gomorrah

Scripture: Genesis 19:1-29
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God is a just God who cannot allow sin to go unpunished.
e About ourselves: We must obey what God asks of us. Once we start to follow

Jesus we must never look back. We must give up our old way of life to find new

life in Christ.
Memory verse:
“As it is written: there is no one righteous, not even one.” - Romans 3:10 (NIV)
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #6

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes

30



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

I need two volunteers to help me. (Enlist two children.) We are going to play
"Follow the leader." One of you will be the leader and the other one will be the follower.
(Appoint each one. Say to the follower, "Wherever he leads, I want you to follow him.")
Lead on, leader!

(After a short distance, stop them. Give new directions to the follower. Tell him, "Keep
following him, but now I want you to look back behind you the whole time.") Lead on,
leader! What happened? It is hard to follow someone if you take your eyes off the leader.

Thank you for helping to demonstrate our lesson for today.

TEACHING TIME STORY: Sodom and Gomorrah — Genesis 19:1-29

Just like God had with Adam and Eve, like God had with the people in the time of
Noah, like God had with the people building the Tower of Babel, God judged the sins of
the people he had created. God is a just God who cannot allow sin to go unpunished.
The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were full of people who disobeyed God. They were
so evil that God decided to destroy the cities. God told Abraham what He was going to
do. Abraham was worried because his nephew Lot lived in Sodom and he didn't want Lot
to be destroyed with the rest of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.

"What if there are 50 people in the cities who obey you?" Abraham asked God,
"Will you destroy the city then?" God said, "If there are 50 people there who obey me, I
won't destroy the cities." Abraham asked God the same thing again, but this time about
40 people. God agreed. Abraham kept asking God the same thing, with the number of

people getting lower and lower. Finally, God agreed that if He could find even 10 people
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who obeyed him in Sodom and Gomorrah, He wouldn't destroy the cities." However,
God sent angels to the cities and they were unable to find even 10 people who obeyed
God.

God decided He would save Lot and His family. He didn’t save them because Lot
didn’t sin. Lot was a sinner just like we all are. He saved Lot because Lot chose to listen
to God and follow Him. God made a way out for Lot and His family, but He had to listen
to God. That was pretty good news for Lot and his family wasn’t it? The angels warned
Abraham's nephew Lot to flee the city before the morning because God was going to
destroy it. "Run now, and don't stop running until you reach the hills!" the angels said.
So, Lot, his wife, and his two daughters fled the city of Sodom. But, as they were
running, as fire began falling from the sky onto Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot's wife looked
back at the city. When she did, she was instantly turned into a pillar of salt. Lot's wife
desired to go back to her old life in Sodom. She "looked back" and was caught in the
destruction. Jesus warned his followers that when he returned to earth he would be
coming suddenly and they should be ready. We are his followers now so we should be
ready too. We should not desire our old sinful (bad) life once we ask Jesus to be our

Savior. Don't look back!

CLOSING: Prayer
(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #6.)

If we remember Lot's wife we won't look back! That is our warning. We can
follow Jesus if we keep our eyes on Him. If we are going to follow Jesus as our leader we

must be willing to lose our old way of life to find a better life in Christ. If we look back
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we will lose our way and be lost. Let's rededicate our lives to Jesus today and follow our
leader, Jesus! By the show of hands, is there anyone here that would say yes, I want to
rededicate my life to Jesus? Or maybe you have never given your life over to Jesus and
you want to ask Jesus into your life as your personal Savior. If that is you, would you
raise your hand now. Let’s pray: Dear heavenly Father, I believe Jesus is your one and
only Son who died for my sins, please forgive me of my sins and help me to follow You.
Lord for those who are rededicating their lives to you, help them to continue to follow

you and never look back. In Jesus name we pray, amen.
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Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 7: Abraham offers Isaac

Scripture: Genesis 22:1-19
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God is trustworthy.
e About ourselves: Always obey God and believe in Him to provide your needs.

Memory verse:

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding —
Proverbs3:5 (NIV)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #7
Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes

34



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Today we are going to play a game. The game is called, "Who do you trust?" I am
going to choose one person to stand up here in front of the group. That person will choose
someone to come and stand behind him. Then the person in front will close his eyes and
fall backward into the arms of the person he has chosen to stand behind him. Now, it is
very important for the person who is falling to choose someone that he can trust. You
wouldn't want to fall back and find that the person you had trusted to catch you has gone
to go talk to a friend, would you? (Depending upon how much time you have, allow one
or more children to play the game.)We have been playing the "Who Do You Trust?"
game all of our lives. Don't you remember when you were little and you would jump off
the bed into one of your parent’s arms? You never worried about whether they would

catch you or not. You trusted them completely and knew that they wouldn't let you fall.

TEACHING TIME STORY: Abraham offers Isaac — Genesis 22:1-19

The story of Abraham and Isaac is a story about trust. Abraham was Isaac's father.
Abraham and his wife Sarah had waited for many years for a son and they loved Isaac
more than anything in the world. They cuddled him and fed him. They played with him
and laughed when he smiled for the first time, and they were absolutely thrilled when he
spoke his first word. Somehow, before they even knew what had happened, he was
walking and talking and had grown to be a young man. Isaac was the joy of their lives.
Abraham spent a lot of time with Isaac, teaching him to love and obey God. He told Isaac

the story about how God had talked with him and told him to count stars. He made sure
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that Isaac knew he was a special child that had been promised by God. As Isaac grew, he
learned to worship God just as his father Abraham did.

One day God spoke to Abraham and told him to take his son, Isaac, to the land of
Moriah on a mountain and offer him as a sacrifice. Abraham loved Isaac more than
anything else in the whole world and would never do anything to hurt his son, but he
knew he had to obey the voice of God. So Abraham took Isaac and they started up the
mountain. On the third day, Abraham told Isaac that they were going to build an altar and
offer a sacrifice to God. Isaac said to his father, "The fire and the wood are here, but
where is the lamb for the offering?”’Abraham answered Isaac and said, "God will provide
the lamb."

When they finally arrived at the exact place God had told him of, Abraham started
looking for large rocks to build the altar. Carefully he placed one rock on top of another
until the job was done. After that, he placed the wood, which Isaac had carried, on top of
the altar. Then, after looking around one last time, he had to do the very hardest thing he
had ever done in his whole life. He gave Isaac one last, long hug, and, with tears in his
eyes, he tied up his son and placed him on the altar. He took a knife and was ready to kill
his son when the angel of the Lord called out to him, "Abraham!”Don't lay a hand on that
boy! Don't touch him!" Then Abraham looked and saw a ram caught by his horns in the
thicket. So Abraham took the ram and offered it as a sacrifice to God. Abraham had faith
in God and trusted in him completely -- and God provided the lamb -- just as Abraham

had told Isaac that he would.
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Abraham and Isaac walked down the mountain together, rejoicing that the Lord
had provided the ram and made another great promise to them. They met the servants at

the bottom of the mountain, and they all started on their three-day journey back home.

CLOSING: Prayer

When we put our trust in God, He always provides for us. What are some things that God
has provided for you and your family? (Wait for responses) Remember we need to
continue to always trust in God. (You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card
#7.) Let’s pray: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for always providing for us. Help us to
remember that if we obey You and believe in You, You will always meet our needs. Help

us to trust you like Abraham did. In Jesus name we pray, amen.
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Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 8: Jacob and Esau

Scripture: Genesis 25:19-34
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God dislikes sin.
e About ourselves: Lying and stealing is a sin. We need to repent of our sins.

Memory verse:

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” — Romans 3:23(NIV)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #8
e Red shaving gel
Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes

38



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Do you know the definition of Sin? Sin is a Word, Thought or Act against the
Law of God. Is there big sins & little sins? If someone asks you if they look pretty in
what they’re wearing, and you say yes, even though you think it’s ugly, is that lie a little
sin compared to someone in court, who has promised on the Bible to tell the truth and
lies? Or if you steal a gumball from a friend, is that a Little Sin compared to someone
who robs a store with a gun?
Wouldn’t you agree that ....a lie, big or small is still a lie ... and stealing something small
or large is still stealing and according to the 10 Commandments they are wrong! So any
sin is the same. They’re not BIG or small... they’re SINS! Let’s hear a story about two

brothers and how the one brother fell into sin.

TEACHING TIME STORY: Jacob and Esau — Genesis 25:19-34

Isaac grew up and married a woman named Rebekah. Isaac loved his new wife,
but for many years they had no children. Finally, Isaac asked God to give Rebekah a
baby. God answered Isaac's prayer and Rebekah became pregnant, but before her baby
was born she grew concerned and asked God what was wrong. "Two nations are within
you," said God. "The older will serve the younger." She had two sons named Jacob and
Esau. They were twins, but Esau was the firstborn. He was covered with hair all over his
body. Esau grew up to be a great hunter. He traveled all over the land looking for animals
to hunt. Jacob grew up to be a shepherd. Jacob was not hairy like his brother. He was
smooth-skinned. He stayed close to home and herded sheep and goats. Rebekah and Isaac

loved both their sons. But like some parents, they did not love their children equally.
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Rebekah’s favorite son was Jacob. Isaac’s favorite son was Esau. It was the custom that
the firstborn son would inherit a large portion of his father’s possessions

and receive a blessing. This was called the birthright. Esau knew he was his father’s
favorite son. He did not take the birthright seriously.

One evening, Jacob made stew. Esau came home and said, "Hurry up, give me
some of your stew. I'm starving!"

"I'll trade you some stew for your birthright," said Jacob as he stirred the pot. "Then I'll
be like the oldest."

"Fine!" said Esau, "My birthright is worthless if I die from hunger!" So Esau gave Jacob
his birthright.

Years later, Isaac grew old and weak and blind. He knew he would soon die, so he
called to Esau and said, "Go hunt me some wild game, then come and prepare me a tasty
meal. After that I will give you my blessing." Rebekah loved Jacob more than she loved
Esau. She planned that not only would Jacob have the birthright, but also his father’s
blessing. She told Jacob to kill two baby goats so that she could prepare similar meat for
his father. She put Esau’s clothes on Jacob and goat’s skins on his arms so Isaac would
think Jacob was Esau. Jacob lied to his father. Isaac thought that Jacob was Esau and
blessed him instead. When Esau returned and found out that Jacob had stolen the
blessing, he was angry. He wanted to kill Jacob. Rebekah heard Esau’s threats. She sent
Jacob away. Although Jacob tricked Esau and lied to his father, God’s plan was still in

effect. Jacob received the birthright and the blessing from God.
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CLOSING: Prayer

(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #8.)

Do you think God was happy with Jacob for what he did? How about his mother
Rebekah?

How many of you have told a lie before? Have you always told the truth?

(Squirt a little bit of red Gel into your hand so they kids can see)

Is lying, good or bad? (Squirt a little bit)

Have you ever taken something that wasn’t yours?

Is stealing, good or bad? (Squirt a little bit)

Have you ever been selfish before? (Squirt a little bit)

Do you see that red stuff on my hands? That represents all the bad things we have done.
Did you know God will not allow bad stuff (sin) into Heaven?

This red gel represents our sins against God.

Who can tell me what Jesus did on the cross for us?

We need to ask for forgiveness of our sins and repent which means to turn away and not
do them again. When we do... (Start rapidly squeezing the red shaving gel in your hand.
The Red Gel will turn white like snow). Jesus will forgive our sins, clean us white as
snow, like we never did them.

Let’s pray: Ask kids to think about if they did anything wrong that they need to bring
before God and ask Him to forgive them. Tell them too silently in their own minds to ask

God to forgive them for that sin. Give a few moments and then close in prayer.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 9: Joseph’s Coat

Scripture: Genesis 37
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God knows what is best for us.

e About ourselves: No matter what circumstances life brings us, if we trust in Jesus

and we can allow ourselves to be content.

Memory verse:

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for [ have learned to be content whatever the

circumstances.” - Philippians 4:11
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #10

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

When the weather gets colder, some of us wear sweaters and coats to stay warm.
Some people let the weather decide what their day will be like. If it is sunny, they are
happy and cheerful. If it is rainy and cold, they are gloomy and miserable. Other people,
you might say, carry their own sunshine with them. No matter what the weather is like
outside, they choose to be happy anyway. No matter what circumstances life brings them,
they trust in Jesus and allow themselves to be content. The Bible mentions that in the
following verse: “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be

content whatever the circumstances.” - Philippians 4:11

TEACHING TIME STORY: Joseph’s Coat — Genesis 37

This reminds me of the story of Joseph. He grew up to be like that. He was not
perfect. His mother, Rachel, died when he was 15 years old. Two years later, his father
gave him the authority to be shepherd over the flocks, even though he had several
brothers, (eleven to be exact) and Joseph was not the oldest. He was a tattle-tale when his
brothers did bad things. They were not happy about that! To make matters worse,
Joseph's father gave him special treatment because he loved Joseph more then all his
other sons. He gave Joseph a multi-colored coat. The fabric was beautiful and soft. Not at
all like the rough fabric that his brother’s wore. This gift by their father to Joseph made
the brothers even more jealous.

Joseph had dreams that he would tell his father. His dreams made his brothers
mad at him too. Then one day Joseph had a dream. He told his brothers that he dreamed

that a day would come when they would bow down to him and be his servants. Then he
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had another dream. He told his father and brothers that one day all of them would bow

down to him. Even his father resented hearing this and told him so. His brothers envied
him even more. One day the brothers were tending the sheep. Joseph went to check on

them. The brothers saw him walking toward them wearing the coat of many colors and
that made them more and more angry. When he approached his brothers, they grabbed

him, they tore off his beautiful coat, and they threw Joseph in a pit.

Later, a group of traders were coming. The brothers took Joseph from the pit and
gave him to the traders who were going to Egypt. They had to tell their father something
that wasn't true. So they took Joseph's coat and smeared it with animal's blood. They
went to their father and showed him the coat. Jacob cried when he saw the coat.

He thought his son was killed by an animal and the brothers said nothing. Joseph wasn’t
dead, he was living in Egypt. He was sold to a rich man as his slave and he worked very
hard. Joseph knew that God would take care of him.

The Pharaoh, the King of Egypt had some dreams that he couldn't understand. He
told his smartest men the dreams and not one of them understood the dreams. Someone
told Pharaoh about Joseph and that he might be able to understand them so Pharaoh sent
for Joseph. Joseph said, "It is not I who can do it but God. He will tell you what your
dreams mean." He told Joseph his dreams. "A hard time comes for Egypt, Pharaoh. A
time when there will be no food. Begin preparing now, “said Joseph.

Pharaoh was so happy with Joseph. He made Joseph free and he was no longer a slave.
"You will work with me. Begin preparing for the hard times to come," said Pharaoh

Joseph worked hard. He gathered the food. He became rich and powerful and the second
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in command of Egypt. When the bad years came, the people did not go hungry. There
was plenty of food because of Joseph.

During the hard times, Jacob, Joseph’s father, and his other sons didn't have
enough food. Jacob told his sons to go to Egypt and get some food. He did not know
why, but there was plenty of food there. When they got to Egypt, the brothers went to the
one in charge of selling food. This man was Joseph. They didn't recognize him as their
brother. He was rich and wearing fine clothes. Joseph knew who they were but didn't say
anything to them. He welcomed them and sold them the food they needed and then the
brothers left.

Soon, they needed more food. This time when the brothers went to Joseph to buy
more food, Joseph said, “I am Joseph”. The brothers were surprised and they were very
sorry for what they had done to Joseph. "Don't be angry with yourselves that you sold me
to traders,” said Joseph. "God did this. He sent me here to help people." Joseph added,
"Now please return to your homes. Bring all of your families here and we will all live
here together." When Jacob, Joseph’s father, saw Joseph for the first time in many years

he said, "This is the day I dreamed of." Joseph and all his family lived happily in Egypt.

CLOSING: Prayer
(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #10.)

Through all of these bad and good times, Joseph learned to be happy where he
was and be the best person he could be with what God given him. He learned to trust God
no matter what his circumstances were. You could say that Joseph gave over 100%. From

a strictly mathematical viewpoint: What Equals 100%? What does it mean to give MORE
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than 100%? Ever wonder about those people who say they are giving more than 100%?
We have all been in situations where someone wants you to GIVE OVER 100%. How
about ACHIEVING 101%? Here's a little mathematical formula that might help answer
these questions:

It ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Is represented as:

1234567891011 121314151617 18 192021 22 23 24 25 26.

If:

H-A-R-D-W-0O-R- K

8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 =98%

And:

K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E

11+14+15423+12+5+4+7+5 = 96%

But:

A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E

1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%

THEN, look how far the love of God will take you:

L-O-V-E-O-F-G-O-D

12+15+22+5+15+6+7+15+4 = 101%

Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that:

While Hard Work and Knowledge will get you close, and

Attitude will get you there, Like Joseph who stayed content in his situation.

It's the Love of God that will put you over the top!
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Let’s Pray: Help us to always be content in every situation that we go through. Whether
we have good times or bad times, may we always trust in you. Help us to be the best
person we can be with what you have given us and may we always give our 101% to you,

because of your love for us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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Group
Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 4, QUARTER 1
Lesson 10: Baby Moses

Scripture: Exodus 2:1-10
Lesson Objectives:

e About God: God’s protection is always with us.
e About ourselves: Our help comes from the Lord.

Memory verse:
"My help comes from the Lord, maker of heaven and earth" ~ Psalm 121:2
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #13

Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Today we will learn about the birth of Moses. Moses was born a long time ago in
Egypt. But he was not an Egyptian. He was an Israelite. At that time the Pharaoh of
Egypt gave an order that every newborn baby boy was to be thrown into the Nile River
and killed, but baby girls could live. That doesn't sound fair does it? Can you imagine the
sadness parents had when a baby boy was born? But this is a story about how God can

protect His own chosen people, even during evil times like this. Psalm 121:2 in the Bible tells

us, "My help comes from the Lord, maker of heaven and earth'" Let’s see how God helped Moses.

TEACHING TIME STORY: Baby Moses — Exodus 2:1-10

There were a lot of Israelites, also called Hebrews living in Egypt where there
were also a lot of people called Egyptians. Too bad they couldn't all just see each other
as the same. But as you'll soon find out the Israelites and the Egyptians were treated very
differently. Anyway, a new king who was called Pharaoh came into power in Egypt. He
didn't like it that there were so many Israelites and he thought they would one day take
over the land. So he decided to make all the Israelites into slaves. He made them work
from early in the morning till late at night doing very hard work. Even if they were tired
the Egyptians wouldn't give them a break, they would just make them work harder. It
was very bad.

Pharaoh did all this and he still wasn't happy. The Israelites were still growing in
number so he decided to make a law. If any boys were born to the Israelites he would
have them killed. At this time there was an Israelite couple who were expecting to have a
baby. When they had a baby boy (whose name would later be Moses) they decided to

hide him because they wouldn't let anyone kill this beautiful, precious baby of theirs.
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They hid Moses for three months, but as he got older he didn't sleep as much and he cried
louder than before. So his parents did the only thing they could do, they made a strong
basket (sort of like a mini baby boat) and put blankets around the baby and placed the
basket in some tall grass in the Nile river.

Baby Moses had a sister named Miriam, and she watched from a distance to see
what would happen to her baby brother. While she was watching she saw somebody
coming, she realized it was Pharaoh's daughter and her servants. They were dressed like
they were famous, and she had seen her before and remembered what she looked like.
Pharaoh's daughter had come for a swim. While she was swimming she noticed a basket
floating a little ways away in the tall grass. So she asked one of her servants to go see
what it was. The girl brought the basket over to her, and when Pharaoh's daughter opened
it, the light startled Moses so he woke up and started to cry. "What a sweet, beautiful
little baby. It must be one of the Israelite's," Pharaoh’s daughter said to her servants.

Miriam had seen what had happened, and she hurried over and asked, "Would you
like me to go find an Israelite woman to feed the baby for you?" "Yes, go and find
someone who can nurse the baby", she answered. Miriam ran as fast as she could and
told her mother that Pharaoh's daughter had found him and wanted someone to come
nurse him. They went and found Moses with Pharaoh's daughter, and she asked them,
"Please help me and nurse this baby, and I will pay you for helping me." (She didn't
realize that this was actually Moses' mother). Later he became the son to Pharaoh's
daughter, and that's when she named him Moses, which means she got him out of the

water.
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CLOSING: Prayer
(You may use the questions on the back of the Bible card #13.)

God protected Moses from any harm. We use many things to protect us for
instance helmets, gloves and heavy coats in the winter. People also protect us from harm,
such as firemen and lifeguards. God's protection is always there, even when we don't
know it. He has a plan for us just like He did for Moses. Although things may seem
difficult at the time, God is always working in us for the good. The Bible says, "And we
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose." (Romans 8:28) This week, everyone should spend some
time in prayer, thanking God for His protection. Remember, our help comes from the
Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

Let’s pray: Father God, we thank you for your continual protection in our lives. We know
that our help comes from you and that you have a plan for each of our lives. In Jesus

name we pray, Amen.
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