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Dear Leader:   

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs large group materials written 

and produced by The Wesleyan Church.  The following lessons are for the first quarter of the 

Awana Club year, beginning in September although none of the lessons are dated.  The next 

quarter‘s material will be available for download August 1. 

 This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana 

Clubs partnership.  In addition, we have provided you small group leader and parent guides as 

well as information on how to lead a child to Christ.  All of these are available for download at 

www.wesleyankids.org.   

 Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to 

know, love and serve Jesus.  If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs 

partnership, please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-

3891. 

Serving Him Together, 

 

Rev. Colleen R. Derr 

Director of Children‘s Ministries 

 

http://www.wesleyankids.org/
mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org
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Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons: Quarter #3:  

Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels 

 The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together.  This club segment lets 

kids absorb and apply Scripture messages.  Large Group Time can include: 

 Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities 

 Award presentations to recognize clubbers‘ achievements 

 Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson 

 Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another 

 A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God‘s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ 

 Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior 

 

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing Ceremonies, 

which would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and recognition of awards. 

 

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits your 

Awana Club.  The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an outline 

for the biblical teaching element.  The suggested schedule would include Praise and Worship, 

Teaching Time, and a Closing.  Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing are attached.  

The objectives for these lessons are cognitive, affective, and behavioral, giving children 

something to know/believe/understand, to feel and to do. 

 

Ideas for Praise and Worship:   

 Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers 

 Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and 

interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence 

 Suggested resources:   

o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music – a DVD set that includes 

high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all done in kid-

friendly style 

o Shout Praises K!ds, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song 

titles from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all 

with the ease of use in MPEG format 

 Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching Time or 

following 

 

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at 

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org


 

 

  3 

 

Lesson Outlines: 

Lessons Written By:  Gen Springer 

   Edited By:    Colleen Derr 

 

Week 1: The sower and the seed  

Week 2: The Sower and the Seed: Contemporary Applications 

Week 3: The two debtors 

Week 4: The unforgiving neighbor 

Week 5: The Lost Sheep 

Week 6: A girl becomes queen 

Week 7: Esther learns to trust God and obey 

Week 8: God uses Esther to save her people 

Week 9: The Easter Story 

Week 10: God prepares Nate Saint 

Week 11: God calls Nate Saint 

Week 12: God uses Nate Saint 

Week 13: God uses Rachel and Dayuma 

 

Additional Resources: 

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids Series 

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids are 

"on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources. 

 Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers 

 Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students 

 Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers 

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson 

providing opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of 

family activities 

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers 

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students 

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers 

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids 

icon and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wesleyankids.org/
http://www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson One: The Sower and the Seed 

 

Lesson Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand or think: Children will understand that Jesus 

    compares our hearts to different kinds of soil, and we can choose to have hearts like 

    good soil. 

 Something to feel: Children will be motivated to decide to follow Jesus by choosing to 

    have tender hearts and by rejecting the choices of poor soil. 

 Something to do: Children who do not know Jesus will give their lives to him.  

 

Materials Needed: 

 Copies of the script, The Sower and the Seed, for narrator/farmer 

 Signs for actors to wear  (1 sun, 2 seeds, 2 thorns, 2 birds) 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: *The Sower by the Donut Man. This song has many lines which are    

    sung by a soloist and echoed back by a group, so it‘s quite easy to use with kids for a  

    sing along.  

*I Have Decided to Follow Jesus. 

  

Schedule: 

Praise and worship: 10 minutes 

Introduction and Story/Drama: 10 minutes 

Closing discussion and prayer: 10 minutes 
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Teaching Time Story:  The Sower and the Seed  

 

Cast Members: Narrator/Farmer, two seeds, two birds, two thorns, a sun  

To start, the two seeds should be positioned one on each side of the farmer/narrator. Make signs to 

hang around the necks of each cast member so the audience will know who they are. 

 

Narrator/Farmer:  

This is a story that Jesus told when he lived on earth.  

  

One day a farmer went out to plant some seeds in his field. He carried his seeds in a big bag. The 

bag was heavy with seeds, and the farmer hoped they would all grow into plants. He hoped he 

would have a very good crop. 

  

The farmer came to the first part of the field. He reached in his bag, pulled out a handful of seeds, 

and threw them to the ground. (Take hold of the two seed characters‘ arms and make a downward 

motion, as if throwing them to the ground. They fall to the floor.)  The ground in this part of the 

field was very hard. Many people had walked over it, making it into a path. Hundreds of feet had 

packed the dirt so that it was as solid as rock. The seeds couldn‘t get into the hard soil. They just 

lay on the path, until some birds saw them. The birds flew to where the seeds were, and pecked 

and pecked, eating them all up. (Birds fly over the seeds and peck.)  There would be no harvest in 

that part of the field. (Seeds take their places again on either side of farmer.)  

  

The farmer went to the next part of his field. Again, he reached into his bag and pulled out a 

handful of seeds. Again he threw them to the ground. (Throw seeds.)  The soil in this part of the 

field was soft. The seeds nestled down into the dirt and before long, young plants grew up. (Seeds 
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jump up to standing position.)  It looked like there might be a harvest here. But even though this 

soil was soft, there were rocks in it. The roots couldn‘t go down deep, because of the rocks. The 

plants weren‘t able to grow strong. When the sun came out, it beat down upon those plants (Sun 

beats plants with fists--softly of course) and they withered and died. (Seeds slowly shrivel to the 

floor.)  There would be no harvest in that part of the field.  

  

The poor farmer went to the third part of his field. (Seeds return to position at farmer‘s sides.)  

Again, he reached into his bag and pulled out a handful of seeds. Again he threw the seeds into the 

ground. (Throw seeds.)  This soil was also soft, and before long, young plants grew up. (Seeds 

jump to standing position.)  Maybe there would be a harvest in this part of the field. But there were 

thorns growing there too. Before long, they grew bigger than the plants, and they choked them. 

(Thorns gently choke plants by placing hands around their necks. Plants make gagging noises.)  

The plants withered and died. (Plants shrivel to the floor.)  There would be no harvest here.  

  

The poor farmer went to the last part of his field. Would he have a harvest here?  He reached into 

his bag and pulled out the last of his seeds. (Seeds have again returned to their positions beside the 

farmer.)  He threw the last seeds to the ground. (Throw seeds to ground.)  The soil here was soft 

too. Before long, young plants sprang up. (Seeds jump to standing position.)  There were no rocks 

in this soil, so the roots could grow deep. There were no thorns in this part of the field, so the 

plants were not choked. They grew strong and tall. (Plants stand on tiptoes and raise arms.)  When 

harvest time came, the farmer did have a harvest in this part of the field.  

  

(Applaud the actors and have them return to their seats.)  When Jesus finished his story, he  

explained what it meant.  
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Read Matthew 13:19 (Kids could read in unison or one child or adult could be asked to read each 

of the verses used in this lesson.) 

The seed in this story represents (or stands for) God‘s word.  Some people are like seeds along the 

path where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that 

was sown in them.  They don‘t think about what the Bible says or try to understand it. They listen 

to Satan instead of listening to God. 

 

Read Matthew 13:20-21 

Other people, like seeds sown on rocky places, hear the word and are very happy to become 

Christians. But since they have no roots, they last only a short time. When trouble (or persecution) 

comes into their lives, they quickly give up on being Christians. They get discouraged very easily 

and don‘t stick with God through hard times. Can you give an example of how this might happen 

in a kid‘s life? 

  

Read Matthew 13:22 

Other people are like the seeds sown among thorns. They are also very happy to hear God‘s word 

and become Christians. But two things cause them to forget about God‘s word. First, they let the 

worries of this life make them forget that God is in control. Second, they are tricked by riches. 

They think being rich will make them happy and they spend lots of time trying to get rich instead 

of serving God. They get distracted from what‘s important. Like the rocky soil Christians, these 

people don‘t stick with God either. Can you give an example of how this might happen in a kid‘s 

life? 
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Read Matthew 13:23. 

The last kind of soil is the good soil. When the seed falls into this soil, its roots go down deep and 

it grows into strong healthy plants. People whose hearts are like the good soil believe in Jesus and 

follow him faithfully. They don‘t let trouble make them quit following him. They don‘t get 

distracted by other things. How would a kid whose heart is like the good soil live?  Give some 

examples. 

 

Next week, we‘ll think more about how we can choose to make our hearts like the good soil, and 

how not to be like the path, the rocky soil, or the soil with thorns.  

 

Closing:  

Group children in small groups of 6-10 and have them review the kinds of soil and what each 

means. Then help them make personal application of this lesson. You might want to use the 

questions given above (at the end of the descriptions of each kind of soil) to facilitate discussions 

in small groups. Ask the kids to think about times when they have acted like the persons with 

hearts like each kind of soil. How can they, with God‘s help, choose to have hearts like the good 

soil?    

 

Prayer:  

Ask God to help each turn away from the bad soil behaviors and attitudes and grow the good soil 

behaviors and attitudes. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Two: The Sower and the Seed: Contemporary Applications 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand or think: Kids will gain understanding of the 

 meaning of the different kinds of soil portrayed in the parable, especially how the 

 different kinds of soil ―look‖ in contemporary kids‘ lives. 

 Something to feel: Kids will be motivated to ask God to make their hearts like the good 

 soil. 

 Something to do: Kids will choose to follow Jesus and will repent of their sins. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 CD and CD player 

 Suggested songs: *The Sower by the Donut Man. This song has many lines, which are 

 sung by a soloist and echoed back by a group, so it‘s quite easy for kids to use as a sing 

    along. *I Have Decided to Follow Jesus. 

 Props: bike, backpack with papers and an envelope, cell phone, a sign which reads ―A                                                                                                                                                         

   MONTH LATER,‖ and a chair 

 Scripts for the actors in each drama  (Distribute these a week or more in advance.) 

 Chart for the matching exercise used in the introduction 

 

Schedule: 

 Praise and Worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Lesson: 20 minutes 

 Closing Prayer: 2 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  10 

 

Lesson Introduction:  

 

Prepare a chart with the matching exercise shown below. Have the kids match the kinds of soil to 

the hearts they represent. You might pick a child to come up and draw the line between each pair 

as a visual representation of the connection. 

 

 Do you remember the story we heard last week about the farmer who planted seeds in four kinds 

of soil?  Let‘s see if you can match the kinds of soil to the kinds of hearts they represent. 

 

Hard Path Trouble (or persecution) discourages this person. 

Thorny Soil This person hears God‘s word and says, ―Oh, I don‘t understand this.‖ 

Rocky Soil This person follows Jesus gladly. 

Good Soil This person is too tempted by riches or too distracted by worries. 

 

Tonight (today) we‘re going to see 4 short dramas and decide which kind of heart each of the 

actors has.  

 

Teaching Time - Lesson/Dramas: The Sower and the Seed: Contemporary Applications 

Drama 1:  The Rocky Soil (using three or more actors)  

Prop: a bike (or the motions of grabbing the bike, etc. may be pantomimed) 

 

Group of school kids make up the cast. They slowly move across platform or front of room, 

talking excitedly about their plans. 

 

Kid One: You bring the hammer. Get one big enough to break those windows. They‘re thick. 
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Kid Two: I‘ll bring the spray paint. My dad has some cans of black paint in the garage. 

 

Christian: (Nervously) Do you guys think you really should be doing this?  This might cost the 

school a lot of money. 

 

Kid One: O, come on. Are you going to turn into Mr. Goody? 

 

Kid Two: (Mimicking) ―This might cost the school a lot of money.‖ 

 

Kid One: (Grabs Christian‘s bike) Well, I think we could put the hammer and spray paint to 

better use. We could really do a job on this bike. (Runs off with it) 

 

Christian: I was just kidding you guys. Give my bike back. I‘ll help you trash the school. I‘ll 

bring some matches. (Voice trails off as kids leave stage.) 

 

ASK: Which soil or heart do you think this drama represents?  What was the trouble or 

persecution in this drama?  How did the Christian show he/she didn‘t have deep roots? 

 

Drama 2: The Good Soil (Monologue by an adolescent boy) 

(Actor walks onto stage and faces audience, walking around as he talks to create a relaxed and 

more authentic feel)   

 

Hi guys. How ya‘ doin‘?  Can I tell you about the best thing that ever happened to me?  About 
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two years ago a friend told me how I could become a follower of Jesus—a child of God—you 

know, the King‘s Kid. I asked Jesus into my heart and, well, my life has been different ever 

since. Oh, don‘t get me wrong. I‘ve had problems. Some of the kids at school make fun of me 

and that hurts. And sometimes it‘s really hard to do the right thing when I‘m the only one—like 

the time everyone cheated on a test but me. And the kids at my school—well they‘re always 

buying really cool tennis shoes; they cost a bundle. And some of the other guys have a super cool 

set of wheels. I‘m saving my money to go on a mission trip this summer. Sometimes I‘d just like 

to be selfish and spend all my money on myself, but hey, I‘m really excited about this trip. And I 

do love serving Jesus. I‘m reading my Bible and trying to get closer to God every day. So 

remember, nothing compares with being a Christian. It‘s the greatest. 

 

ASK: Which soil or heart does this guy represent?  What clues do you have that he really wanted 

to follow God and was not going to give up? 

 

Drama 3: The Hard Path (Monologue by adolescent girl) 

Actor walks slowly across stage or front of room, talking to herself, as she leaves church. 

 

That surely was a dumb sermon. Being born again. That‘s plain crazy. (Looks at audience to ask 

question)  How can a person become a tiny little baby and be born again? 

 

And all that stuff about having a clean heart. My heart‘s never been dirty. And to think the blood 

of Jesus could make a heart clean. That‘s pure nonsense. I don‘t understand that crazy preacher. 
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Oh, I tried to read the Bible one time. I read two verses, and had no clue what they meant. So 

I‘m through with that stuff.  

 

And I just don‘t listen in SS class. I‘m just not interested. 

 

ASK: (Explain being born again, if your students might not understand that analogy.)   

What heart do we see in this person?  Why do you think this person didn‘t understand the Bible 

and the sermon?  Does this person sound like she wants to be a Christian? 

 

Drama 4: The Thorny Soil   (Monologue by adolescent girl)     

Props: backpack, chair, a sign which reads ―A Month Later‖ and a cell phone 

 

(Girl dressed rather expensively enters. Wearing a big smile, she speaks with enthusiasm.) 

Hey, guess what happened to me?  Last month. Have you heard?  I became a Christian. Isn‘t that 

great?  Yeah!  I invited Jesus right into my heart and I‘m a new creation. He‘s really changed my 

life. 

 

Well, if you‘ll excuse me, I‘ve got a little business to take care of. (Opens backpack and takes 

out papers and is now oblivious to audience) 

 

Now let‘s see. If I save my allowance for a month, I‘ll have enough money for that new Barbie 

doll. Whoops, I‘m not going to have enough money for the CD I want. And those new earrings. 

What am I gonna do?  Hey, wait a minute. I could skip paying my tithe this month (or giving my 

offering to the church). The church is doing alright. It could get along for a month without my 
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money. Oh, and I have to be sure and get those new shoes before they go off sale. (Picks up and 

opens envelope)  Let‘s see, what‘s this?  Uh—a youth missions trip to Mexico—to help children 

who don‘t have enough food. (Tosses envelope aside)  I can‘t afford to feed people in another 

country. There are too many things I need. 

 HOLD UP SIGN which reads ―A Month Later‖ 

(Talking on phone)  Well, uh, I don‘t think I‘ll be at church this Sunday. (Pause)  Yeah, I know 

I‘ve missed three Sundays. Well, uh, I don‘t know if being a Christian is for me. (Pause)  Yeah, I 

know I was really excited, but (lamely) it just hasn‘t worked out, I guess. Yeah, well goodbye. 

 

(Stands and looks at audience)  You know, I was really excited and full of joy when I first 

became a Christian. (Begins to walk off stage)  I just don‘t know what happened. 

 

ASK: What kind of soil did this girl‘s heart represent?  What made her fall away from being a 

Christian?  Make sure kids understand that money became too important to this girl—more 

important than God. 

 

Closing:  

Close with prayer and a salvation invitation if it appears to be needed. 

 

 Prayer:  

For God‘s power to help each child choose to have hearts like good soil 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Three:  The two debtors 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand, or think: Children will understand that the 

   parable of the Unforgiving Servant teaches that our debt of sin for which we need 

   God‘s forgiveness is always much larger than the forgiveness we need to extend to 

   others, and that we are commanded by God to forgive. 

 Something to feel: Children will want to extend forgiveness to those who have hurt 

    them. 

 Something to do: Children will ask God to help them forgive, will commit to doing so, 

    and will show evidence of this by the way they treat others. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Visuals: A huge trash bag stuffed with newspaper, enough chain (or other weights) to 

   make it seem heavy and a small baggie with some dimes in it. These two visuals will 

   represent the debt the first debtor owed the king and the small debt the second debtor 

   owed the first. 

 CD Player and CDs 

 Suggested music: The Forgiveness Song (Veggie Tales) 

 

Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 10 minutes 

 Lesson/story: 10 minutes 

 Closing: 10 minutes 
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Lesson Introduction:  

Show the two bags. If there is sufficient weight in the big bag, you might like to ask a volunteer 

or two to come and lift them both and comment on the difference in weight. Explain that the two 

bags represent money owed—debt. Ask, ―Which debt would you rather owe?  How much do you 

think the debt in the big bag could be?  Can you tell how much money is in the small bag?‖ 

Then say, ―We‘re going to hear about two men, one who owed the big debt and one who owed 

the small.‖ 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/Story:  The two debtors 

 

(The story may be told by a storyteller or may be used as a mimed drama. Actors could also 

mime the actions of the story as a narrator reads, then actually speak the dialogue which is 

underlined in the script.) 

 

Once there was a king who had loaned money to many of his servants. One day he decided it was 

time to check up on these debts, and so he called in his servants to ask how they were planning to 

pay him back. One servant was brought in who owed fifty million silver coins. His debt was 

huge. There was no way he could ever hope to pay it back. (Lift the large bag an inch or two 

from the ground, making it look very heavy.) 

 

The servant came before the king very nervously. He was terrified of what the king might do 

when he saw how big the debt was. From high on his throne, the king looked down at the 

nervous servant. Then he looked at his record of debts. When he saw how much this man owed, 

he looked terribly angry. ―When do you intend to pay me back?‖ he roared. The frightened 
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servant could hardly speak, but he managed to squeak out the words, ―Sir, I‘m sorry, but I don‘t 

have any money to pay back what I owe.‖ 

 

Furious, the king turned to his secretary. ―Arrest this man. Sell him as a slave. Sell his wife and 

kids. Sell his house and every stick of furniture. Sell everything he owns to pay back this debt.‖ 

 

Shaking with fear, the servant fell on his knees before the king and began to beg. ―Please have 

pity on me, sir. Please don‘t sell my wife and children. Give me some more time, please, please, 

please. I will pay back every penny I owe.‖ 

The king felt very sorry for the terrified servant. He could see the pain in his eyes and the fear on 

his face. He decided to forgive the man‘s debt. ―I won‘t sell you and your family,‖ he said. ―In 

fact, I will forgive your debt. You don‘t ever have to pay me back. You‘re free.‖  The amazed 

servant could hardly believe what he had heard. The huge debt was forgiven?  He would never 

have to pay it back?  He had been worried for years, wondering how he could ever find enough 

money to take care of this debt, and now it was gone. He joyfully left the palace, thinking about 

how happy his family would be. What a relief. 

 

As the servant walked through the streets toward home, he saw a man he recognized. As the man 

came nearer, the servant began to get angry. This man had borrowed a hundred silver coins from 

him not long before. But the man had not paid back his debt. Not one silver coin had been repaid. 

He grabbed the man by the throat. He began choking him. ―Pay me back that money you 

borrowed,‖ he yelled into the man‘s face.  
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Terrified, the man fell on his knees and began begging the king‘s servant, ―Please give me just a 

bit more time. I will pay back every cent I owe. Just give me a few more days.‖ 

 

But the king‘s servant refused to give the man any more time. He grabbed his arm and roughly 

dragged him through the streets toward the jail. The man pleaded and cried for mercy, but the 

king‘s servant ignored his cries. At the jail, he ordered the man to be put into a cell. ―Keep him 

here,‖ he said to the jailer, ―until he pays back every cent he owes me.‖ 

 

Some of the king‘s other servants heard about what had happened. They immediately went to the 

king and told him about the unforgiving servant, and the poor man in jail. The king was terribly 

angry with the servant whom he had forgiven. ―Bring him back to the palace,‖ he ordered.  

 

The king‘s soldiers found the unforgiving servant, and took him back before the king. When the 

servant saw the king‘s face, he knew he was in terrible trouble. ―You are an evil man,‖ the king‘s 

voice thundered through the palace. ―When you begged for mercy, I forgave your debt. I said 

you never had to pay it back. Why did you refuse to forgive a debt of only 100 silver coins, when 

I forgave your debt of 50 million silver coins?  I‘m sending you to prison, and you will not get 

out until you pay everything you owe.‖   The unforgiving servant was led away to spend the rest 

of his days in prison. 

 

Jesus told this story to teach us how he wants us to forgive. The huge debt reminds us of all the 

sins we have committed against God. The little debt represents sins another person has 

committed against us. Our sins against God are so many more than anything done against us. 

Since God has forgiven us a huge debt, we should forgive others their much smaller debts. 
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Closing: 

Give the children each a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask them to think of some of the sins 

they‘ve committed and write them on a list. They should list as many as they think of in about 2 

minutes. Remind them to include sins of attitude (thinking they‘re better than others, being 

disrespectful of authority) as well as some actions that they might not immediately classify as 

sins—such as acting selfishly. When they are through, remind them that Jesus forgives every one 

of those sins freely and without hesitating. If you have a wooden cross, have them tape the sins 

to the cross. Or they could be thrown into a fire, or tossed into a paper shredder—something to 

illustrate that they are remembered no more. 

Follow this by asking kids to think of someone they need to forgive.  

 

Prayer: 

Thanking God for forgiveness and asking for his help to forgive those who have offended them. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Four: The Unforgiving Neighbor 

 

Objectives 

 Something to know, believe, understand, or think: Children will understand how they 

are like the unforgiving servant in the parable from last week when they refuse to 

forgive.  

 Something to feel: Children will want to forgive those who have offended them. 

 Something to do: Children will choose to forgive, asking God for his help and giving 

evidence, if possible, by restored relationships. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Scripts for each cast member  

 The following props:  ball (could be nerf ball), a kite with string attached, a few crepe 

paper ―tails‖ ready to be tied to the string and a recording with the sound of glass 

breaking 

 CD Player and CD 

 Suggested music: The Forgiveness Song (Veggie Tales) 

 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and Worship: 10 minutes 

 Lesson/Drama: 10 minutes 

 Closing: 10 minutes 
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Lesson Introduction:  

 

Do you remember the parable we heard last week about the unforgiving servant? What was the 

lesson of that parable?   (God has forgiven us for so much, we should always forgive others their 

sins against us, which are many fewer than we‘ve been forgiven.)  Tonight (today) we‘re going 

to hear about a kid who learned that lesson the hard way, just like the unforgiving servant did. 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/drama:  The Unforgiving Neighbor 

 

Cast of characters: 2 friends (Josh and Samantha), a neighbor (Mr. Johnson) and Mom 

Scene one: Samantha‘s yard 

Samantha and Josh are playing catch, and using any appropriate ad lib dialogue. Josh misses a 

ball and it flies past him. The sound of breaking glass scares them and they run off of the 

―stage.‖ 

 

Scene two: Samantha‘s front door 

Mr. Johnson walks onto the stage and makes knocking motions on an imaginary door (or knocks 

on a real door if one is available). Mother answers the door. 

 

Mr. Johnson (very angrily): Mrs. Jones, your daughter just threw a ball right into my picture 

window and broke it. That window cost $500. I expect her to pay to replace that window—every 

cent.  

 

Mom: (calling loudly) Samantha, come here this instant. (Samantha, head hanging down, 

shuffles slowly onto the stage.)  Samantha, I‘ve told you and told you not to play ball near Mr. 

Johnson‘s house. Now you have broken his expensive picture window.  
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Mr. Johnson. Right, young lady. That window cost $500 and I expect you to pay to have it 

replaced. Every cent. $500. Today! 

 

Samantha: Oh, Mr. Johnson. I‘m so sorry. I don‘t have any money today, but I‘ll give you my 

allowance every week. Please give me some time, and I‘ll pay for the window. I‘ll find some 

jobs and give you everything I earn.  

 

Mr. Johnson: Well, I appreciate your attitude. I can see you‘re really sorry. I‘ll tell you what. I 

forgive you. You don‘t have to pay for the window. 

 

Samantha: (Shocked) I don‘t?  Oh, Mr. Johnson. Thanks so much.  Oh, you‘re so kind. I won‘t 

ever play ball by your window again. (She hugs Mr. Johnson and he leaves.) 

 

Scene 3: Samantha‘s yard 

 

Samantha and Josh are finishing up a kite. They are tying the crepe paper tails onto the string; 

chatting about how much fun they‘ll have when the kite is finished. Josh accidentally tears one 

of the tails. Samantha stands up, a look of fury on her face. 

 

Samantha: Joshua Henry Jones, how dare you be so clumsy?  Just look what you did to this kite. 

You tore one of the tails. Now we won‘t have enough. This kite cost $2. You‘d better just march 

right home and get $2 and buy me a new one. I‘ll never forgive you for this. 
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Josh: (Nervously) Sam, I don‘t have $2 right now. But as soon as I get my allowance next 

Tuesday I‘ll buy you a new kite. I think we could still play with this one though. Surely one tail 

missing won‘t keep the kite from flying. 

 

Samantha: You rat. I‘ll never play with you again. And you‘d better find a way to get that $2 

today—not next Tuesday. (She moves toward Josh menacingly and he quickly exits.) 

 

Scene 4:  

Sam is still sitting in the yard looking at the kite when her mother enters. 

 

Mom: Sam, Mr. Johnson just called. He overheard you talking to Josh. He said Josh accidentally 

tore one of your kite tails and you told him you‘d never forgive him and that he would have to 

buy you a new kite. Is this true? 

 

Samantha: (Shamefully hanging head) Yeah. 

 

Mom: Samantha, I can‘t believe you would act like this when Mr. Johnson forgave you for 

breaking his expensive window. He is really angry. He said he‘d changed his mind, and you will 

have to pay for the window after all. (Samantha jerks her head up and her mouth falls open in 

shock, as her mother takes her arm and leads her off the stage.) 

 

Closing: 

 

Ask, How were the characters in this drama like the characters in the story of The Unforgiving 

Servant which we heard last week?   



 

 

  24 

 

Ask three students or leaders to read aloud the following scriptures. Mark 11:25, Luke 6:37, 

Colossians 3:13. Instruct students to think about how these scriptures need to be applied in their 

lives. 

 

Prayer: 

Say the Lord‘s Prayer together. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Five: The Lost Sheep 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand, or think: Students will understand that the 

shepherd in this parable represents Jesus and the sheep represent us. They will recognize 

that we run away from Jesus when we choose to sin, and that Jesus always pursues us in 

an effort to bring us back when we run away. 

 Something to feel: Children will feel loved by Jesus and willing to turn to him for 

forgiveness. 

 Something to do: Children who are represented by the runaway sheep will repent and 

come back into a right relationship with the shepherd. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Script for the storyteller 

 Sheep Puppets (5-10) 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music:  The Donut Man has an album titled Good Shepherd which 

has several appropriate songs for this lesson, including one called Lost Sheep.  

The Lord is my Shepherd from Kidzup Sunday School Songs album 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship:  10 minutes  

 Lesson/Story: 10 minutes 

 Closing: 10 minutes 
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Teaching Time - Lesson/Story:  The Lost Sheep 

 

 

Elementary age kids are often very eager to be puppeteers, but lack the strength and coordination 

to do well with puppets. This story uses such simple puppeteering skills that even early 

elementary kids can be successful puppeteers. Instructions for simple no-sew sock or paper bag 

puppets can be found online at  http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/material.html or many other 

web sites. 

 

Assign several kids to be the puppeteers. It would be good to run through the story a time or two, 

but it can also be done without practice if you place an adult behind the puppet stage to give 

instructions and to help the kids enter and exit at the appropriate times. One puppet (or a stuffed 

sheep toy) should be hidden somewhere in the room for the shepherd to retrieve when he finds 

the lost sheep.  

 

This is a story that Jesus told when he lived on earth. It is about a shepherd who worked very 

hard all day long taking his sheep to the places where the grass was the greenest so they could 

eat lots of good food. He took them to streams where the water was clean and fresh so they could 

enjoy refreshing drinks. He took very good care of his sheep. At nighttime, he put them in a big 

pen where they would be safe from dangerous animals. One night, after working hard all day, he 

moved his sheep into their pen. (Sheep appear in the puppet stage. They make limited 

movements, as if milling around in a crowd, and baa occasionally and softly.)  As he got the 

sheep into the safe pen, the shepherd counted to make sure he hadn‘t missed any. (Storyteller 

moves to the fold—the puppet stage—and begins to count the sheep. He/she must begin counting 

with the number that is 100 minus the number of puppets. For example, if there are 6 puppets, 

http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/material.html
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the shepherd begins counting at 94—which is 100 minus six. He/she counts each puppet: 94, 

95, 96, 97, 98, 99, with his/her voice slowing down and sounding alarmed near the end, as he/she 

realizes there are not 100 sheep. The shepherd counts a second time to make sure he/she counted 

accurately, again sounding alarmed at not reaching 100.) 

 

Oh no. What had happened?  One of the sheep was missing. There should have been one-

hundred. The shepherd looked carefully through the herd for one little troublemaker—a lamb 

named Jasper. Sure enough, he was the one that was missing. The shepherd was so tired and 

hungry and cold. He knew that there was a chair waiting at home for him by the fireplace. There 

was a bowl of thick hot soup and some of his wife‘s wonderful bread. He could soak his tired 

feet in a pan of warm water, and then go to bed. BUT, one of his sheep was missing. He 

wouldn‘t think of going home, as tired and hungry as he was, when one of his sheep was 

missing. Back out into the dark cold night he went. Back over the miles to the field of grass 

where his sheep had eaten that day. Back out to where dangerous animals would be hunting for 

their suppers. 

 

As the shepherd walked through the dark cold night, he stopped every few minutes and called to 

Jasper, hoping to hear a frightened baaa answering him. Mile after mile he went, calling and 

calling. Jasper. Jaaaasper.  And then (pause), he stopped. He thought he might have heard a 

noise. He called again. He listened again. There it was. A faint answer. He began to run toward 

the sound, calling as he ran. The baas began to get louder. Finally he reached his missing sheep. 

Jasper was caught in some bushes, unable to free himself.  (Move to the spot where the ―lost 

sheep‖ is hidden.)  The shepherd reached down and lifted up the little animal, and he could feel 

its coldness. (Pick up the ―lost sheep‖ and make the appropriate motions.)  He felt the thorns in 
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his wool, and gently pulled them out. He cradled the shivering sheep in his arms, holding it 

close to his body so his own warmth would help Jasper get warm. More slowly now, he retraced 

the path back through the fields, back through the dark coldness, back toward home. Jasper was 

heavy for the tired shepherd to carry, but he didn‘t think about his own tiredness. He only 

thought about how he could take care of the animal he loved and how happy he was to have 

found him. 

 

This story that Jesus told about a shepherd and sheep is really about Jesus and us. Do you know 

who Jesus is in this story?  Do you know who the sheep are?  Who might be represented by 

Jasper?  (Someone who doesn‘t follow God or is being disobedient.)  How many of us have been 

like Jasper?  (Raise your own hand to indicate that all of us have been Jasper and all hands 

should be raised.)  What are some ways we run away from Jesus like Jasper did?  (We disobey 

him by lying, not minding parents, treating others unkindly, etc.)  When we call out to Jesus, as 

Jasper called out to the shepherd, what does Jesus do?  (He reaches out for us and forgives us.)  

What did Jesus want us to learn from this story?  (That he loves us just like the shepherd loved 

Jasper, that he wants to come find us when we are disobedient, and that he will welcome us and 

forgive us.) 

 

Closing: 

 

Option one: 

In small groups, children or adults could be invited to share testimonies about how God has 

brought them back to himself after they have ―run away.‖  If you have a leader with an 

appropriate testimony, he/she could be invited to give it publicly.  

Option two: 
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Assign students (or adult leaders) to read aloud the following scriptures about God‘s 

forgiveness of sin:      1 John 1:9, 1 John 2:1, Psalm 103:12 

 

Invite children to ask God for forgiveness if they have been ―running away‖ from him. Some 

may want to pray for people they know who are ―lost sheep‖ and need to be found.  

 

Prayer:  

Pray for all of God‘s children, that we will stay inside his fold and learn to obey. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Six: A girl becomes queen 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand, and think: Children will understand that God 

puts his people in strategic places at strategic times to accomplish his purpose. They 

will 

recognize that it is important to learn to obey, even in difficult circumstances.  

 Something to feel: Children will have a desire to be faithful, as Esther was, and will 

want to be obedient and be used by God. 

 Something to do: Children will remember this lesson when faced with difficult 

obedience, and will choose to do the right thing. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Costume for Queen Esther 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music: Be Strong from the album, God Rocks Bibletoons: Believe and Obey 

God’s Son 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 10 minutes 

 Introduction and Esther‘s monologue, part one: 15 minutes 

 Closing: 5 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  31 

 

 

Lesson Introduction:  
 

Ask kids to answer these questions, and write their answers on a white board, poster board, or 

other writing surface in three columns. Try to allow every child to answer one question. 

Where will you live when you grow up? 

What do you think you will do for a job? 

How many kids will you have? 

 

Do you know for sure these things will happen?  We really don‘t even know what will happen 

tomorrow. Or in the next hour. Only God knows. The Bible tells us that God writes what will 

happen to us each day in a book. (Read or have a child read Psalm 139:16.  ―All the days planned 

for me were written in your book before I was one day old.‖  CEV)   When we follow God, he 

puts us in the right place at the right time. We have a visitor with us tonight (today) who was in 

the right place at the right time. God had scheduled some very important days when he wrote 

about her in his book. Let‘s welcome Queen Esther. 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/Story:  A girl becomes queen 

 

Greetings, children. 

My name is Esther, and I‘m a queen in Persia. I certainly didn‘t grow up expecting to be a queen. 

I was born a Jew, and we Jews didn‘t even live in our own country. Years before I was born, a 

foreign army invaded my country and the soldiers forced many of my people to leave their 

homes and go to live in Persia.  So I grew up like a Persian girl, in many ways, but also knowing 

that I was not a Persian girl. I was a Jewish girl. Most of my girlfriends were Jews, but 

sometimes I had Persian friends. One thing that made me really different from my Persian 

friends was that my family worshipped the true God and Persian kids didn‘t. They thought we 
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Jews were a little strange. I certainly didn‘t think a Jewish girl would ever be the queen of 

Persia.  Wouldn‘t the king want a Persian Queen?  I thought I would marry a Jewish guy. 

 

Something else you should know about me is that my mom and dad died when I was really 

young. I barely remember them. So I was an orphan. But, I had a cousin named Mordecai who 

was a lot older than I, and he adopted me. He‘s been a wonderful daddy, and I always felt loved 

and taken care of.  

 

When I was a teenager, something really unusual happened in Persia. The King, whose name 

was Xerxes, wanted to get married, and he sent his servants on a search for a beautiful woman. I 

don‘t think physical beauty is all that important. We were taught that being beautiful on the 

inside was what God wants—people who love him and are kind and honest and can be trusted. 

Growing up, I loved the story about one of our prophets, Samuel, picking a king for my home 

country. He tried to pick several really good looking guys, but finally God said to him, ―You 

human beings look on the outside of a person, but I look at the heart. I want a king with a good 

heart.‖  Even as a little girl, I wanted to have a beautiful heart, and to be the kind of person who 

pleases God.  

 

So, even though lots of people told me how beautiful I was, I didn‘t think much about it. When 

the search began for beautiful women, some of my Persian girlfriends were very excited. They 

kept trying new hairstyles to find what looked prettiest on them, and they made lots of new 

clothes. Since I certainly didn‘t expect to be part of the search, I ignored what was going on. Can 

you imagine how surprised I was one day when I was called into the courtyard of my house and 

saw Mordecai with a stranger, a man I‘d never seen?    This man had a big scroll in his hand, and 
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he was dressed like someone really important. Mordecai looked kind of upset, so I felt scared. 

Who was this guy, and why was he at our house?  The guy stared and stared at me, and Mordecai 

said he had brought an important message. Then the guy began to speak. He was one of the 

king‘s servants, he said, and one of the searchers for beautiful girls. Someone had told him about 

me, and he said he could see why. I certainly was beautiful. He told me he would come back the 

next day, along with his helpers and some other pretty girls, and pick me up to go to the palace. 

This really scared me. Leave my adopted father, Mordecai?  Leave my home and my friends?  

Go live with strangers in the palace?   I was even more scared when Mordecai said he had one 

instruction for me. ―Don‘t let anyone know you‘re a Jew,‖ he said. ―That could put you in 

danger.‖    I cried later that night, but Mordecai told me nothing ever happened without God 

knowing and having a plan. God would be with me, he said. I tried to be brave. 

 

The next day, my heart was pounding as I got in one of the king‘s beautiful chariots to ride to the 

palace. I held on to Mordecai as long as I could, but he finally gently pushed me into the chariot 

and I had to go. The other girls who had already been picked up were chattering excitedly, but I 

was silent for the entire ride, wondering what lay ahead. 

 

At the palace, we were introduced to the man in charge of all of the beautiful girls. His name was 

Hegai, and, for some reason, he really liked me right from the very first day. It was kind of 

embarrassing to be his favorite. He gave me seven maids and the best rooms. I couldn‘t imagine 

what I would do with seven maids, but I soon found out. Those of us who might become the 

queen were given a whole year of beauty treatments. Perfumes, cosmetics, baths, beautiful 

clothes. It was a lot of work to keep up with it all. After a year, King Xerxes would meet with 

each one of us and pick the one he wanted for a queen. When it was my turn to go to the king, I 
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was again terrified. I was shown lots of clothes and jewelry to pick from, and finally I was 

ready. As I walked through the palace halls toward the king‘s throne room, I prayed desperately 

that God would help me and protect me. Then there I was, in the same room with the king. He 

was sitting on a huge gold throne, and was looking right at me.  The next few hours were a blur. I 

was informed that the King had loved the way I looked and talked with him, and he decided I 

was the one for him. Before I knew it, I was sitting on a throne myself, and important officials 

were putting a heavy gold crown on my head. I was the queen. There was a huge party and I was 

given tons of expensive gifts. I met so many people, my head was swimming. This was going to 

be a big job. 

 

Now I need to explain that being married to the King of Persia isn‘t like being married to an 

ordinary man. I became his wife the same day I first met him. I hardly knew him. Even after our 

wedding, I didn‘t see him often. Most people marry someone who is a good friend and they 

expect to talk with each other every day. That wasn‘t the way it was being married to a king.  I 

didn‘t get to know him well for a long time. 

 

I had been queen for a few months when something very frightening happened. One day 

Mordecai came by to see me. He often walked by the palace, hoping I would be in the gardens so 

we could have some time together.  I was thrilled to see him, and thought we would have a 

wonderful time visiting. But his eyes looked troubled, and he said he had a message for my 

husband. A message for the king from Mordecai?  What could that be?  Carefully looking around 

to make sure no servants were nearby, he pulled me close and whispered in my ear. On one of 

his recent walks, he said, he had been waiting by the garden walls when he heard two of the 

king‘s guards talking. They didn‘t see Mordecai, and he kept very still so they wouldn‘t know he 
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was there. They were really mad at the king and they were discussing a plan to kill him. Since 

they were guards, they had plenty of weapons, and they were with him a lot, of course. They 

made their evil plans while Mordecai listened. Now here was Mordecai telling me what he had 

heard. I must go tell the king immediately, he insisted, and hope I wasn‘t too late to save his life. 

Quickly, I left the garden and slipped into the palace. Down the long halls toward the king‘s 

apartment I walked, as quietly as I could. I hoped I was in time to save the king‘s life. I hoped I 

would be safe. Luckily I had an appointment with the king that day.  I waited while one of the 

servants went to announce I was there. Then I was taken in to see my husband. I told him I 

needed to talk to him in private. He looked very strangely at me, but ordered everyone else out of 

the room. Then I told him what I had learned. I didn‘t find out any more about what happened 

until later. The king had the two guards checked out, and learned what Mordecai told me was 

true. He had the guards punished, and he was safe. He asked me again who had told me about the 

plot, and he wrote all about it in his journal.  He put in Mordecai‘s name and said this man had 

saved his life. I had no idea that God was going to use what he wrote to one day save my life. 

 

You know, the Bible says before we were born, God wrote down everything that would happen 

to us in a book. (Psalm 139:16)  Before I was born, God knew I would be queen. He made me 

beautiful, so the king would pick me. The king didn‘t know that being beautiful on the outside 

wasn‘t that important to God. But since it was important to the king, God gave me a beautiful 

face and hair, and all the things that would make me get picked. God wrote down in his book that 

Mordecai would hear those two guards talking, and that I would tell the king and save his life. 

The king wrote down what Mordecai had done, and I guess God wrote in his book about the king 

writing in his book too. God knows everything that will happen to us, and he is always with us, 

helping us—especially when we‘re scared and don‘t know what to do. It was really important 



 

 

  36 

 

that I knew how to talk to God, because what happened next was very very very scary. I‘ll tell 

you about that next week. 

 

Closing: 

 

When we started our lesson tonight, many of you told me what you think you might be doing in 

the future. We don‘t know if those things will happen, but we do know that God knows what will 

happen and he will be with us every single day of our lives. The most important promise we can 

make to God is that we‘ll obey him every day. Let‘s talk to God now, and tell him we want to 

follow him all the days of our lives. 

 

Prayer:  

Thank God that he knows and has planned each day of each of the children‘s lives. Pray that they 

will follow his plan and be obedient. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Seven: Esther learns to trust God and obey 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand, and think: Children will understand that God 

puts his people in strategic places at strategic times to accomplish his purpose. They 

will 

recognize that it is important to learn to obey, even in difficult circumstances.  

 Something to feel: Children will have a desire to be faithful, as Esther was, and will 

want to be obedient and be used by God. 

 Something to do: Children will remember this lesson when faced with difficult 

obedience, and will choose to do the right thing. 

 

 Materials Needed: 

 Costume for Queen Esther 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music: Be Strong from the album, God Rocks Bibletoons: Believe and Obey 

God’s Son 

 

 Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and Worship: 10 minutes 

 Lesson/Story: 12 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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Lesson Introduction: 

 

Last week I told you about the amazing way I became Queen of Persia. Do you remember 

hearing about the day Mordecai came and gave me a message for the king?  What had Mordecai 

heard?  How was King Xerxes‘ life saved?  Do you remember what I told you about God‘s 

book?   

Tonight (today) I‘m going to tell you about a very scary time in my life. 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/Story:  Esther learns to trust God and obey 

 

It started with Haman. My husband appointed him to the most important job in the kingdom. It 

really was an important job, but Haman was the kind of guy who let it go to his head. Xerxes told 

all of the palace officials and servants to bow down to Haman whenever they saw him. When 

people bow down to someone, do you know what that means?  To us Jews, it meant we were 

worshipping whomever we bowed to, and we only worshipped God. We would never worship a 

man or an object—only God. (You might need to explain that bowing down to someone is not 

the same thing as bowing in appreciation for applause after a performance.)  Haman loved 

having people bow down to him. He loved feeling very important and having lots of attention. 

He began to think he was more important than everyone else. 

 

Here‘s how the trouble started. Mordecai would not bow down to Haman. When Haman walked 

through the palace, everyone else fell to their knees and bowed low. But not Mordecai. This 

shows you how brave he was, and how determined he was to please God. Haman didn‘t notice 

that there was one person refusing to bow, but some of the other officials did and they reported it 

to Haman. He was furious. When he learned that Mordecai was a Jew, he decided he would 

really get even. He would kill not only Mordecai, but all of the Jews. He knew he would have to 



 

 

  39 

 

make up a reason to kill them, so the king would agree, which meant he would have to tell lots 

of lies. And he did. He went to Xerxes and told him there were lots of Jews in Persia. They were 

troublemakers, he said, refusing to obey the king‘s laws. It would be best to get rid of all of 

them, Haman insisted. To kill all of these troublemakers would also bring lots of money to the 

king. Xerxes believed what Haman told him, and said, ―Do what you want to these people. Keep 

the money.‖ 

 

Haman began to make his plans. He called all of the palace secretaries, and had them write 

letters to send to the rulers of every part of the kingdom. The letters were short, but horrible. 

Here‘s what they said: 

 On the thirteenth day of (the month), all Jewish men, women and children 

 are to be killed. And their property is to be taken. 

The letters were put up on walls in every city, so everyone could read them. And, the letters were 

read aloud too. You can imagine how terrified the Jews were. When they heard the awful news, 

they began to pray desperately to God. ―Please save us,‖ they begged. ―Keep us from being 

killed.‖  Kids cried in fear and parents didn‘t know what to tell them. People quit eating. Who 

could eat knowing such a terrible thing was about to happen?    

 

Like all of the rest of the Jews, Mordecai was terrified. He put on old torn clothes and walked 

through the city, crying and crying. My servant girls saw him, and they knew he was my 

adoptive father. They came running to my apartment and breathlessly told me what they had 

seen. ―Your dad is walking around sobbing,‖ they said. ―Has someone died?‖  Fear came into my 

heart, and I called my servant Hathach. ―Go find Mordecai,‖ I instructed, ―and see why he is 

acting like this.‖ 
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Hathach went running through the streets until he found my father and asked what was wrong. 

Mordecai told Hathach about the awful orders from Haman, and even showed him a copy of the 

letter. I don‘t know where he got it, but he said to my servant, ―Go show this to Esther and 

explain what it means. Ask her to go to the king and beg him to show mercy to her people, the 

Jews.‖   

 

Hathach came back to the palace and handed me the letter. I read it, and terror filled my heart. 

Haman was more evil than I had realized, and he was my husband‘s best friend. What could I 

do?  Do you remember what I told you about being married to the king?  I couldn‘t just go talk to 

him like an ordinary wife could talk to her husband. In fact, there was a law against going to see 

the king uninvited. If someone did this, he or she would be killed---unless the king held out his 

golden scepter. (This is a rod or stick made from gold.)  I had never gone to see the king unless 

he had invited me, and he hadn‘t asked to see me for thirty days. So I thought he would probably 

kill me if I did go without an invitation. I sent Hathach back to tell Mordecai how dangerous it 

would be for me to do what he asked.  

 

In a few minutes Hathach was back with the answer from Mordecai. Since Mordecai had always 

tried to protect me by telling me not to let anyone know I was a Jew, I was really surprised by his 

strong answer. ―Don‘t think you‘ll escape being killed along with the rest of the Jews just 

because you live in the palace,‖ he had said. ―If you don‘t speak up, we‘ll get help another way, 

but you will be killed. It could be that you were made the queen for a time like this.‖  I was 

shocked and scared when I heard this message. But I was also a little bit excited. Maybe God had 

arranged for me to be the queen in order to save my people. Maybe this was his plan all along. 

Wow. 
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I thought about what Mordecai had said for quite awhile. Even though I was so scared, I knew 

going to see the king and pleading for my people was the right thing to do. So I sent one more 

message to Mordecai. ―Have all the Jews where you live get together and refuse food and drink 

for three days. Spend that time praying for me.*  My servant girls and I will do the same thing. 

Then I will go see the king, and if I die, I die.‖   

 

For the next three days, I did not eat or drink a thing. I prayed and prayed that God would help 

me be brave when I went to see the king. I prayed he would help the king change the order to kill 

the Jews. I prayed that all of us would live. By the end of three days, I was weak with hunger, 

but my spirit and courage were strong. God would help me do the right thing. I‘ll tell you what 

happened next when we meet next week. 

 

*The scripture doesn‘t say that Esther and Mordecai prayed, but this is implied by the fasting. 

 

Closing:  

 

Esther exits and another leader uses the following questions to help the children apply Esther‘s 

lessons to their lives. If you have enough children for small groups, this discussion would be 

more effective using this format. Assign a spiritually mature leader to each group. 

 

Have you ever faced a scary choice like Esther did?  One where you might have something bad 

happen if you did the right thing?   You probably have never faced death, but maybe you thought 

you would lose friends, be made fun of, or get in trouble if you made the right choice. You might 
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have known someone would be mad at you for doing right, such as telling the truth when it gets 

you and others into trouble.  

 

Have you ever asked God to help you do the right thing?  Can you think of ways he has helped 

you? 

 

Is there a ―right thing‖ you need to do soon and you‘re afraid to do it?  We will pray for you just 

like Mordecai and others prayed for Esther. Maybe God put you in your school or neighborhood 

or on a team or in a club to show others how to do right. Maybe you‘re there ―for such a time as 

this.‖ 

 

Last week we thought about what you might be doing in the future. Our story tonight reminds us 

that God has a plan for our future. He may put us in special places or circumstances so the right 

thing will be done. Let‘s ask him to help us be brave like Esther was. 

 

Prayer:  

Close with appropriate prayer for any specific requests, and with a general request that God will 

help the kids choose to do right when it is hard. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Eight: God Uses Esther to Save Her People 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand, and think: Children will understand that God 

puts his people in strategic places at strategic times to accomplish his purpose. They 

will recognize that it is important to learn to obey, even in difficult circumstances.  

 Something to feel: Children will have a desire to be faithful, as Esther was, and will 

want to be obedient and be used by God. 

 Something to do: Children will remember this lesson when faced with difficult 

obedience, and will choose to do the right thing. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Costume for Queen Esther 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music: Be Strong from the album, God Rocks Bibletoons: Believe and Obey 

God’s Son 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 6 minutes 

 Lesson/story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 10 minutes 
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Lesson Introduction:  

Introduce this lesson by asking for five volunteers to each tell something about Queen Esther. 

This review helps prepare children to listen to the story. 

 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/Story:  God Uses Esther to Save Her People 

 

For three days I prayed that God would give me courage to go see the king, and that the king 

would change his order. Praying gave me courage, but I was still very scared as I got ready to see 

him. I spent a long time getting my hair done beautifully, and picking out royal robes which 

looked really good on me. Finally I was ready. I couldn‘t put off this hard job any longer.  I was 

shaking as I walked out of my apartment and down the long palace hallways toward the throne 

room. Finally, there I was—at one end of the huge room.  King Xerxes was at the opposite end, 

and he could now see me. Would he yell for soldiers to arrest me and drag me away to be killed?  

Or would he hold out his golden scepter?  For a minute he didn‘t do anything but just looked 

surprised. Then I saw his hand move down to pick up the scepter and the next thing I knew, he 

was holding it out toward me. I was so relieved. I hadn‘t realized I was holding my breath, but 

when I saw the scepter I felt myself begin to breathe again. I slowly walked toward my husband, 

and he smiled as I touched the tip of the scepter. ―What brings you here?‖ he asked. ―Just ask for 

what you want, and I will give you as much as half of my kingdom.‖  Half of his kingdom?  I 

was very surprised at this generous offer. This was a good sign. Now for the very risky request. I 

must ask him to change an order he had already sent to his entire kingdom. I must ask him to go 

against his best friend, Haman.  I must ask him to save my people.  

 

After Xerxes asked what I wanted, I didn‘t just blurt out my request. I had to use a wise strategy. 

So I invited him and Haman to a special dinner that evening. I had the best menu planned and 
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everything ready for a wonderful meal. The king sent someone to give Haman the invitation, 

and they both came in a happy mood. Again, as we were eating, the king asked what I wanted. 

Again he offered me up to half of his kingdom. I invited him and Haman to dinner again the next 

day, and promised to tell him what I wanted at that dinner. I‘m sure he was very curious. 

 

As Haman left the palace after that dinner, he was feeling very proud and important. But who 

should be at the palace gate but Mordecai?  As usual, he refused to bow down to Haman, and this 

made Haman very angry. When Haman got home, he bragged to his wife and sons about how 

important he was. He told them that of all of the officials in the palace, only he had been asked to 

dinner with the king and queen. And he had another invitation for the next day.  He told how 

people bowed down to him wherever he went. ―But none of this makes me happy,‖ he said to his 

family, ―when I see that Jew, Mordacai, sitting at the palace gate.‖ 

 

Haman‘s wife and sons knew that the Jews would soon be killed and the problem with Mordecai 

would be solved, but they told Haman he should kill Mordecai right away. ―Build a tower to 

hang him tomorrow,‖ they said, ―and then you can go enjoy your second dinner at the palace.‖  

Haman loved this idea, and he had the tower built. 

 

The night after that first dinner, Xerxes couldn‘t sleep. He got out of bed in the middle of the 

night and asked a servant to bring his journal. That‘s the book in which he writes about 

everything that happens to him. That night he opened the pages to the record of the time 

Mordecai saved his life. Do you remember last week I told you about the two palace guards who 

planned to kill the king?  Do you remember that Mordecai had me tell the king about this, and 

his life was saved?  Well, that record is what the king read about that night. Of all the things the 
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king could have read, he read about this one thing.  God was showing me he was in control. 

When Xerxes finished reading, he called to his servant again. ―What was ever done to reward 

this guy who saved my life from the guards who planned to kill me?‖  The servant told the king 

that Mordecai had never been rewarded. The king decided to do something to reward my father 

the very next day. 

 

Early the next morning, Haman came to the palace. He went right in to see the king, planning to 

ask for permission to kill Mordecai immediately. Before Haman could tell Xerxes what he 

wanted, the king said, ―What should I do for a man I want to honor?‖  You can imagine what 

Haman thought then. He thought the king was planning to honor him, and he wanted to get all of 

the attention and glory he could. So he told Xerxes to do all of these things for a person he 

wanted to honor:  

 Give him one of your own robes and a fancy headdress to wear. 

 Give him one of your own horses. 

 Have one of your most important officials lead the horse with this man on it through the 

streets and shout out for everyone to hear, ―This is how the king honors a man.‖ 

 

―Great,‖ King Xerxes answered. ―You go find Mordecai the Jew who is at the palace gate. Do all 

of these things for him.‖ 

 

Haman was shocked; he was furious, but he was afraid not to do as the king had said. He put a 

beautiful robe and headdress on Mordecai. He got one of the king‘s powerful horses for 

Moredecai to ride. And he himself, Haman, had to lead Mordecai through the streets and shout, 

―This is how the king honors a man.‖   
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After the little parade was over, Haman hurried home and told his family what had happened. 

They were terrified. ―You‘re in terrible trouble now,‖ they told him. They were all talking about 

what to do, when Xerxes‘ servants came to get Haman for my second dinner. He was so scared 

to come back to the palace, but what could he do? 

 

God put me in the palace, made me the queen, for what happened next. I went to the dining room 

and greeted my husband and Haman. The beautiful dinner was served, but Haman was tense and 

hardly said a word. The king asked again what I wanted. This was my chance. This was what 

God wanted me to do. And this was very scary. 

 

―Your Majesty,‖ I said carefully, ―if you are really willing to help me, you can save me and my 

people. An order has been given to kill all of us.‖   I saw a look of shock pass over the king‘s 

face. ―Kill my queen?‖ he asked. ―Who would dare do this?‖ 

 

―It is Haman who wants to kill me and my people,‖  I told Xerxes. When the king saw Haman‘s 

terrified face, he knew it was true. He was so angry, he walked out of the room for a few 

minutes. While he was gone, Haman fell down and begged for his life. But the king was furious, 

and he returned to the room and ordered Haman to be punished by hanging on the tower he had 

built for Mordecai. 

 

I was glad Haman was gone, but still nothing had been done about the order that had been given 

to kill my people. There were still all of those letters posted on walls in cities all over the 

kingdom. I had to go see Xerxes one more time, and ask him to change the order. This time I 
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wasn‘t as afraid to go into the throne room as I had been the first time. But I was afraid he 

might not change the order. I fell apart when I approached the throne. I fell down at Xerxes‘ feet 

and began to sob. I begged him, ―Please change this cruel order Haman gave to have my people 

killed. My relatives will all die if this order isn‘t changed.‖  My husband‘s next words were 

wonderful. He said, ―I now give you permission to make a law that will save your peoples‘ lives. 

You can use my ring to seal the law, so that it can never be changed.‖  I couldn‘t believe it. I 

could make a new law sealed with the king‘s ring?  My people were saved? 

 

The next few days were so exciting. The king‘s secretaries worked with me to write new letters 

for all of the people of the kingdom. Every letter was sealed with the king‘s ring. Xerxes let us 

use his fastest and best horses for messengers to ride when they delivered the letters. In towns all 

over the kingdom, my people, who thought they were about to be killed, heard the letters read. 

What incredible news!    They shouted and cheered. They had parties and celebrated. They 

thanked God for saving them from their enemy. And do you know what I did?  I did all those 

things too. 

 

Closing: 

Ask: How can we see God at work in this story?    What did God do to save the Jews? 

(God had Esther picked as queen. He helped Mordecai hear about the plot to kill the king. He 

had the king read about Mordecai from his journal. He gave Esther favor with the king.) 

What do you think Esther learned about God?   

(He had a plan for her life. He put her in the palace for a special purpose. It was important to 

pray and seek God‘s help for hard times. He could help her be brave.) 
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Mordecai said to Esther, ―Maybe you‘ve been put in the palace for such a time as this.‖  What 

did Mordecai mean?  Do you think God puts you in special places so you can do something 

important for him?   Can you tell about a time like this in your life?   

(Encourage kids to think about their contexts. Maybe they‘re in a school classroom with a kid 

who needs a friend. Maybe there‘s an elderly neighbor they can help. Perhaps their parents need 

encouragement. Probably they know kids whom they could invite to church.  Help them realize 

that God intervenes in all kinds of ordinary ways and circumstances, and that he uses kids to do 

his work.) 

 

Prayer: 

Have children close their eyes and bow their heads in preparation for prayer. 

Ask if any of them are having a hard time choosing to do right. Invite them to raise their hand to 

let you know, so you can pray for them. You might want to indicate that you will not say their 

name publicly. Pray for those who raised their hands, asking God to give them courage and 

strength to do right. Pray for God to use each person by putting him/her in the right place at the 

right time to do something for Him, just as He did with Esther. Ask God to do big things through 

the kids in your group. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

 Lesson Nine: The Easter Story 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand, and think: Children will understand that Jesus 

died and rose again to take the punishment for our sins. They will believe that Jesus is 

God. 

 Something to feel: Children will feel grateful to Jesus for what he did, and want to follow 

him. 

 Something to do: Children will receive Jesus‘ gift of salvation. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Resurrection eggs: Materials needed for the eggs are described in the instructions for 

creating/assembling them. 

 CD player and CD:  

 Suggested music: Easter songs 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 5 minutes 

 Story/Lesson: 22 minutes 

 Closing: 3 minutes 

 

NOTE: If you choose to do an egg hunt or have children participate in creating and assembling 

individual sets of resurrection eggs, you will need to change your entire schedule to allow time 

for these activities. 
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Instructions and options for using Resurrection Eggs: 

Resurrection Eggs have become a popular item in Christian book stores. You can buy a set to use 

in telling the Easter story, although the symbols won‘t be exactly the same as the ones here. Or you 

can make a set using the instructions below. Here are some other ways to use this tool. 

 

1. Have a resurrection egg hunt. Use twelve different colors of plastic eggs, and give each 

child or family one egg carton. Instruct them to collect only one egg of each color.  Fill 

eggs with one item per color, as instructed below. 

2. Have the children assemble a set of resurrection eggs for themselves two weeks before 

Easter. Explain that they will be leading ―family devotions,‖ explaining what this means if 

necessary. Have them assign one family member to read the designated scripture each day, 

and the child can open the egg to show and explain the symbol inside. 

3. Make one set of eggs to use in telling the story below. Or, each child could have a set and 

open the appropriate colors at the correct times as you tell the story. 

 

Instructions for making the resurrection eggs 

Buy plastic eggs in twelve colors. (Colors given below are examples, and may be changed.)  Collect 

enough egg cartons so each child will have one. Print the list of colors with matching objects and 

scripture references shown below, and attach to the inside of the egg carton lids. (These will need to 

be printed in two columns with six on each side.)   Have containers of the following items for 

children to place in their eggs:  spears, rocks, spices, dice, nails, thorns, strips of cloth and pieces of 

bread. They can make the other three items: pieces of silver, crosses, and roosters. 

 

Hot pink - Pieces of silver: Matthew 26:14-16  (See instructions below.) 
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Sky blue -  Bread: Matthew 26:26    (Communion wafers are easy to use.) 

Bright green - Rooster: Matthew 26:33-35, 69-75    (See instructions below.) 

Pale green - Thorn: Mark 15:17-18  Use thorns cut from a honey locust tree or other thorny 

plant. 

Dark blue - Cross: John 19:17-19  (See instructions below.) 

Bright yellow – Nails: John 19:18, 20:25  CEV   (Three is the traditional number.) 

Orange – Spear: John 19:33-34  (Use small plastic hors d‘oeuvres spears.)  

Lavendar – Dice: John 19:23-24   

Light pink – Grave Cloths: Matthew 27:57-59  (Use strips of white cloth.) 

Light yellow – Stone: Matthew 27:59-65 

Aqua – Spices:  John 19:39-40  Spices  (Whole cloves are easy to use and are not messy.) 

Purple – Empty Tomb: Luke 24:2-3    (Use an empty egg.) 

 

Instructions for making the money, crosses and roosters: 

Make the 30 pieces of silver using silver poster board or cardstock with aluminum foil glued 

to both sides and rolled smooth with a smooth pen or pencil. Have the children cut out the 

pieces of silver with hole punches. 

 

Use small twigs, flat toothpicks, match sticks, or craft sticks. Glue them together for the 

crosses. Hot glue guns are fastest, but must be operated by adults. 

 

Use two sizes of red pom poms, yellow pipe cleaners, and red and yellow felt to make the 

roosters. Glue the two pom poms together for the head and body. Fold a small piece of pipe 

cleaner into an upside down V shape and glue to the body for legs. Use black markers to 
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make small dots for eyes. Glue on small yellow triangles for beaks and small red strips for 

combs. 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Time:  Lesson/story:  The Easter Story 

It was the most important week in the history of the whole world. It was the hardest week of Jesus‘ 

life. He had just spent thirty three years living as a human being on our earth. He had spent three of 

those years telling people what God is like and how to know and follow God. He had told them 

that God loved them more than they could know. Now it was time for him to die for peoples‘ sins, 

so they could be forgiven and have a fresh new beginning in their lives. He wanted to eat one last 

meal with his best friends before he died. (It was a special meal the Jewish people called the 

Passover.)  These friends had been with him almost constantly for the last three years, and he loved 

them very much. A room was made ready; the food was cooked, and it was time for Jesus and his 

friends to eat. As everyone gathered around the table, Jesus looked into the faces of his friends. 

They didn‘t know it, but several of them were going to turn on him. Even though they loved Jesus, 

they were not going to stick with him in the worst time of his life. One of them was going to do 

something really terrible. Judas was his name, and he was going to help Jesus‘ enemies find him so 

they could kill him. How sad Jesus was as he looked into Judas‘ face. ―One of you is going to 

betray me,‖ he said. ―One of you will turn me over to my enemies.‖  Judas had agreed to do this 

terrible thing because he would be paid 30 pieces of silver. Thirty pieces of silver to betray this 

friend who loved him. (Open egg with silver and show children.‖ 

 



 

 

  54 

 

Jesus‘ friends were shocked. They kept asking, ―Surely you don‘t mean me.‖   

 

Finally Jesus answered, ―One of you who has eaten from this dish with me will betray me.‖  Jesus‘ 

friends thought surely he was wrong. One of them would do this to the man they all loved so 

much?  Jesus picked up a piece of bread, broke it into pieces and gave it to his friends. ―This is my 

body, which will be broken for you,‖ he said. He took a cup of wine and passed it around. ―This is 

my blood, which will be poured out for you and many others,‖ he told them. (Take bread from blue 

egg and break it as you read Jesus‘ words.) 

 

After the meal was finished, Jesus and his friends went to a garden. All, that is, except Judas, who 

had gone away from the group. It was dark now, and Jesus wanted to pray for courage to die. He 

was willing to die because he knew if he took the punishment for people‘s sins, they could know 

God. They would be able to go to Heaven when they died. They could escape the punishment of 

being apart from God forever. Because he loved every single person, he wanted to give this 

wonderful gift.  But he also knew what he was doing would be very hard.  

 

In the garden, Jesus again told his friends that they would not stick with him, that they would leave 

him. Peter, one of Jesus‘ best friends, said, ―Even if all the others leave you, I never will. I am 

even willing to die for you.‖   Jesus looked at this much loved man. ―Peter,‖ he said, ―Before the 

rooster crows twice tomorrow morning, you will say you don‘t even know me, not just once, but 

three times.‖ 
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Then Jesus asked his friends to pray for him. He went further into the garden and begged God 

to help him. When he went back to see his friends, they were all asleep. ―Couldn‘t you pray with 

me even one hour?‖ he asked. ―Get up. The one who will betray me is here.‖ 

 

A group of soldiers with swords and clubs came noisily into the garden. Jesus was still talking to 

his friends when Judas came up. He had already told Jesus‘ enemies, ―The man you want is the 

one I will greet with a kiss.‖  He walked up to Jesus, who had been such a good friend to him, and 

said, ―Teacher.‖  Then he gave him a kiss on the cheek. This was the sign for the soldiers. They 

grabbed Jesus, and his terrified friends took off running. 

 

Jesus was taken to a courtyard where he given a fake trial. Since he had done nothing wrong, the 

soldiers had no good reason to arrest him. Some people were given money to tell lies about Jesus, 

so the leaders could pretend like he was evil and needed to be punished. People spit on him, hit 

him, and yelled terrible things to him. After having run away, Peter went back to be close to Jesus. 

He was so scared when he saw what was happening to his friend. Suddenly one of the maids who 

worked for the leaders saw Peter. She thought she remembered seeing him with Jesus. ―You were 

with that guy, weren‘t you?‖  she asked.  Peter was terrified. What if these guys arrested him too?  

What if they treated him like they were treating Jesus?  

 

Fear filled his voice as he insisted, ―I wasn‘t with him.‖ Minutes passed while the girl watched 

Peter. She was sure she had seen him somewhere with Jesus, so she called out to the crowd. ―This 

man is one of Jesus‘ followers.‖  Peter‘s heart pounded in his chest. If people thought he was a 

friend of Jesus, what would they do to him?  They might start beating him too.  ―No, I am not,‖ he 

yelled. ―I‘m not one of his followers.‖ 
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 Later some other people who were in the courtyard came up to Peter and also accused him of 

being one of Jesus‘ friends. Peter was so scared he began to say very bad things. ―I don‘t even 

know this man,‖ he yelled. Just then a nearby rooster started crowing, and Peter remembered what 

Jesus had told him. (Show rooster.)  Peter had been so sure he would never betray Jesus, but he 

had done just what Jesus had said he would do. He began to sob, and ran out of the courtyard with 

shame filling his heart. How could he have said he didn‘t even know his best friend?  What would 

happen to Jesus? 

 

Even though Jesus had done nothing wrong, the leaders in the courtyard hated him. They said he 

would be punished by dying on a cross. This was a very cruel way criminals were punished in their 

country. Since Jesus had told them he was God‘s son, that he was God in a human body, they were 

very mad. They made a crown out of sharp thorns (Show thorn) and pressed it onto Jesus‘ head. 

Then they pushed a heavy cross onto his back and told him to carry it to a hill outside of town. 

There they would nail him to that cross. (Show cross.) 

 

When the crowd got to the hill where criminals were killed, they watched as soldiers took heavy 

nails (Show nails.) and pounded them through Jesus‘ hands and feet and into the cross. Then the 

bottom of the cross was put into a deep hole so it would stand upright. Even though Jesus was 

bleeding from the thorns and nails, soldiers pushed a spear into his side and more blood poured 

out. (Show spear.)  It was just like Jesus had said at the meal with his friends. His body was being 

broken and his blood was being poured out for them, and many others. 
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Jesus‘ clothes were taken because the soldiers wanted to keep them. They all wanted the 

clothes, so they gambled to see who would get them. (Show dice.)  One of them won, and he got to 

keep the clothes that Jesus had been wearing. 

 

For many hours, Jesus suffered on that cross. He was willing to take this awful punishment in our 

place. Because of what he did, we do not have to be punished by God for our sins. Finally Jesus 

died. His body was taken off the cross and put into a cave-like room called a tomb. Like all dead 

bodies in the country where Jesus lived, his was wrapped in strips of cloth. (Show cloth.)  Then a 

very big and heavy rock was placed over the doorway to the tomb. (Show rock.)  This was so none 

of Jesus‘ friends could take his body away to another place.  

 

Mary, Mary Magdalene, Salome, Joanna, and some of Jesus‘ other friends were brokenhearted to 

lose this man they loved very much. It was the custom in their country to put sweet smelling spices 

on the bodies of people who had died. These women went to the tomb very early on Sunday 

morning to do this for Jesus. (Show spices and let kids smell them if possible.)  Although they very 

much wanted to take care of their dead friend‘s body, they did wonder how they would ever get the 

stone moved. It was so heavy, they knew they wouldn‘t be able to do it. As they walked to the 

garden where Jesus was buried, they asked each other, ―Who will roll away that huge rock?  How 

are we ever going to get inside the tomb so we can put the spices on him?‖   

 

The women were shocked when they got to the tomb and they saw the rock was gone. Who had 

moved it?  And why?  They crept up to the doorway of the tomb to go inside, when they saw 

something that frightened and shocked them. Sitting inside the tomb was a man dressed in white. 

They jumped back, their hearts pounding. Who was this, and why was he sitting inside the tomb. 
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The man called to them. ―Don‘t be afraid,‖ he said. ―You‘re looking for Jesus who was nailed 

to a cross. Just like he told you would happen, God made him alive again, and he isn‘t here. You 

can see the place where they put his body. Now go tell Jesus‘ other friends, especially Peter.‖  The 

women looked at the place where Jesus‘ body had been laid. Sure enough, he wasn‘t there. The 

spot was empty. (Show empty egg.)  The woman ran from the tomb, confused and shaking. Jesus 

had told them he would die, and be brought back to life after three days, but they hadn‘t 

understood how this could happen. Could he really be alive again? 

 

Mary stumbled through the garden trying to figure out what was going on. Tears blinded her eyes.  

A nearby man saw her and asked, ―Why are you crying?  Who are you looking for?‖  Thinking he 

was the gardener, she answered, ―Sir if you have taken his body, please tell me where it is.‖  The 

man‘s voice was tender and gentle as he answered with one word. ―Mary.‖  Her name!  She would 

have known that voice anywhere. She had heard that voice call her ―Mary‖ dozens of times. It was 

the voice of Jesus.  

 

Mary turned to hug her dear friend. It was true. He was alive. Alive again after that terrible death. 

Wonder filled her voice as she spoke. ―Teacher.‖ 

 

―Don‘t touch me yet,‖ Jesus said. ―I haven‘t gone back to my Father, and I must do that next. But 

go tell my friends who ate the Passover meal with me that I‘m alive.‖ 

Mary ran to where the men were, and told them what she had seen. They didn‘t believe what she 

said could be true. Surely it was nonsense. Except for Peter. He remembered how Jesus had 

warned them he would die and come back to life in three days.  Running as fast as his legs could 

go, Peter headed for the tomb. When he got close enough to see it, he could tell that the stone had 
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been rolled away. He looked inside and saw the burial cloths in a heap, but Jesus‘ body was not 

there.  

 

A short time later, Jesus found all of these eleven men together, and they could see he was alive. 

He had done what he came to do—die for the sins of all people. And he had shown that he was 

God‘s son by coming back to life. Several weeks later, Jesus went back to heaven. Even though he 

no longer lives as a human being on earth, his spirit is always with us, and he teaches us just like 

he taught his friends when he lived on earth. Best of all, he forgives our sins and gives us life 

forever when we ask him. He wants to be our best friend, like he was Peter‘s and Mary‘s and the 

others who knew him so many years ago. 

 

Closing: An Invitation 

Invite children to ask Jesus to forgive their sins and become their best friend. Have someone or 

several people prepared to assist children and to make sure they understand what they are doing. 

Take them to a quiet place where they can be uninterrupted for this time.  

 

Prayer: 

Have the children who are not responding to the invitation participate in a closing prayer. You 

might ask several to stand or come to the front and pray aloud, thanking Jesus for his wonderful 

gift. Or you may wish to have a moment of silent prayer for everyone to give thanks to Jesus, 

before one of the leaders prays aloud. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Ten: God Prepares Nate Saint 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand or think: Children will understand 

that obedience to God is a non-negotiable for Christians. They will understand that God 

is preparing them for his plan for their lives, even now. 

 Something to feel: Children will be motivated to surrender their wills/lives to 

 Jesus. 

 Something to do: Children will tell God they want to follow his plan for t  

lives and will choose to be obedient. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 Optional: DVDs  End of the Spear, Torchlighters: the Jim Elliot Story with an 

interview withSteve Saint, Beyond the Gates of Splendor (Part of this one is available on 

YouTube.) 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 10 minutes 

 Lesson/story: 15 minutes 

 Closing: 5 minutes 

 

You may want to show short clips from one of the DVDs. Be sure to preview and select only 

appropriate clips. There is some nudity and some other material inappropriate for children. 

Adjust you schedule to accommodate this option. 
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Lesson Introduction: 

What would be the most fun toy you could have in your back yard?  Allow answer from kids. 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/Story:  God Prepares Nate Saint 

 

Well, how would you like to have a roller coaster in your backyard? What about a fifty foot rope 

swing?  Of course, living by the ocean and having a swimming hole, sledding hills and an ice 

skating pond would be pretty nice too. How about this one?  You ask your mother if you can 

sleep on the roof, and she hires a carpenter to build bunk beds and a fence around the edges so 

you won‘t fall off—and you get to spend your summer nights sleeping under the stars. All these 

things were part of Nate Saint‘s life as a kid. There was fun to be had for Nate and his six 

brothers and one sister. 

 

Besides the roller coaster and rope swing, Nate‘s backyard also had an art studio. His parents 

were both artists. While Nate was growing up, his dad made 15 stained glass windows for the 

Washington Cathedral in our capital city. When his dad worked on the picture of Jesus feeding 

the 5,000, Nate had to stand still for a very long time, because he was the model his dad used for 

the little boy who gave Jesus his lunch. If you ever go to Washington, D.C. and visit this famous 

cathedral, be sure to look for that little boy, and you‘ll know what Nate looked like when he was 

a kid. 

 

The best thing Nate‘s parents gave him and his brothers and sister wasn‘t the roller coaster, or all 

the other fun things. The best thing was teaching them to follow Jesus. Nate‘s mom and dad 

loved Jesus with all of their hearts, and the most important thing in the world to them was that 

their kids would love Jesus too. The family prayed and read the Bible every day, sometimes 
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acting out the Bible stories as little dramas. They went to church every single week, missing 

only if they were really sick. Mr. and Mrs. Saint knew that teaching their children to obey them 

would help the kids learn to obey God. But like all kids, Nate didn‘t always want to obey. One 

Sunday morning, his father told him to pick up a piece of paper which had fallen on the floor. 

Nate refused, saying, ―But I don‘t want to pick it up.‖  Mr. Saint told his son several times that 

he must pick it up, and warned him that he would be punished if he didn‘t. Still Nate refused. 

Finally his father gave him a spanking, but the stubborn little boy still refused to obey. The rest 

of the family was waiting to go to church, and it was time to leave. They were going to be late, 

so Mr. Saint told them to go on ahead. He talked with Nate some more, explaining that he wasn‘t 

being given a choice. Nate still wouldn‘t pick up the paper, so another spanking was given. The 

time for Sunday School passed, and it was time for church. Nate must have been very surprised 

that his father would miss church to make him obey, but he still refused. As the church hour 

passed, and Nate took several more spankings, finally he realized his father was not going to give 

in. Nate picked up the paper. And he learned an important lesson about obedience. It was even 

more important for him to learn to obey than to go to church that Sunday morning. And, like his 

father, God won‘t negotiate with us when he tells us to do something. We must learn to obey. 

 

When Nate was seven years old, he discovered something that would influence his whole life. 

His big brother, Sam, took him to an airport close to their home and gave him a ride in an 

airplane. Nate looked down on the tiny little buildings below and the slim ribbon of water that 

was the Delaware River. He could hardly believe he was so high above the ground, but he loved 

it. He certainly had a great story to tell his friends in school the next Monday morning. 
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When Nate was ten years old, Sam gave him his second airplane ride, one even more exciting 

than the first.  The shiny new 1933 Stinson airplane Sam was flying had two sets of controls, 

and, once they were in the air, Sam told his little brother he could take the wheel on his side and 

fly the plane himself for a few minutes. Nate thought he would burst with excitement as he 

pulled back on the wheel and felt the plane begin to climb higher into the sky. He knew that 

someday he wanted to be the one in charge of those controls. He must fly, just like Sam. From 

then on, thoughts of flying were never far from his mind. He drew airplanes, made model 

airplanes, read about airplanes, and talked about airplanes to anyone who would listen. 

 

Though Nate loved airplanes most, he liked anything that had an engine. He won prizes at hobby 

shows for the electric train sets he built. He designed and made a sailboat that could go very fast. 

Once he asked his parents to let him take apart the motor on their only car, promising that he 

would put it back together. They agreed, and for three days he worked on this project. When he 

got it back together, he had learned a lot about motors, and the car ran about as well as before. 

 

All of Nate‘s time wasn‘t spent working on trains and boats, of course.  He went to school, did 

chores, flew kites, went swimming, and played pranks. One evening, the neighbors in a nearby 

house were having a loud party. Nate and his friend, Merle, took some strong rope, stepped 

quietly onto the porch of the house where the party was being held, slipped an end of rope 

around each doorknob and tied it tightly. Then the rope was stretched to the porch posts, and 

again tied with big knots. When the party was over and the guests tried to leave, they could not 

open the doors.  This prank was so funny, that Nate and Merle later showed up at another party 

at the same house. Again they had rope, but this time they tied the guests‘ cars together, then hid 
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in the bushes to watch. They laughed themselves silly as drivers tried to pull out of the yard, 

revving the engines and changing gears, trying to figure out why the cars wouldn‘t move. 

 

When Nate was thirteen years old, he went to summer church camp. Along with all of the fun 

things he did, probably including some pranks, he made the most  important decision he would 

ever make as he sat with his friends around the Saturday night campfire. A counselor asked who 

wanted to invite Jesus into his heart, and Nate said he did.  He knew that night that he wanted 

more than anything else to trust Jesus as his Savior and make him happy with how he lived his 

life. When he got home, he was asked to talk to the other teens at his church. He told them that 

he now had a purpose for his life—to go to all the world and tell the good news about Jesus to 

every person. He didn‘t know how far that purpose would take him. 

 

When Nate was fourteen, he got very sick with an infection in his leg. He was in lots of pain, and 

sometimes couldn‘t even walk, but had to crawl like a baby. Most of the time, he had to stay in 

bed. This was very boring for such an active boy, but God used this hard time to help Nate learn 

to know him better. Nate prayed many times during his months in bed. He told God that he was 

ready to die, because Jesus had forgiven his sins and given him a new heart. He knew if he died, 

he would go to Heaven.  But, if God let him live, Nate promised that he would serve him for his 

whole life. This was a promise Nate never forgot. 

When Nate was eighteen, one of his dreams came true. He got a job with an airplane company 

and he took his first flying lesson. He loved moving through the clouds high above the earth. 

One of the most exciting days of his life was when he put his money down on a counter to pay 

for his own airplane. Now he could spend lots of time flying. He soon got his pilot‘s license. By 

then Sam was a pilot for American Airlines and he helped Nate get a job as a mechanic in New 
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York City. Nate didn‘t particularly want to be a mechanic, but he loved spending every day by 

the big air field where huge planes were taking off and landing. He didn‘t know that learning to 

be a mechanic was part of God‘s plan for his life. 

 

In December, 1941, Nate was as shocked as the rest of our nation when Japan bombed Pearl 

Harbor, a part of the United States. He decided he should join the army to help defend our 

country, but he also knew this would give him a chance to learn to fly big planes. He was very 

excited when he got the letter telling him he was accepted into the army flight program. 

Enthusiastically Nate started his training. One night he sat down on his army cot to take off his 

socks and get ready for bed. He noticed that his right leg felt a little sore. When he looked at the 

sore spot, his heart fell. The old scar where he had once had a leg infection was red and swollen. 

The infection was back. Nate crawled into bed and began to cry. He knew this meant an end to 

his dreams of flying for the army. The next day, his twentieth birthday, he was sent to a doctor 

and was told what he already knew. He could not stay in the flight program. He wrote in his 

diary that he was so disappointed. But at the bottom of the page, he added, ―May God‘s will be 

done.‖  For a while, Nate struggled to accept that God was in charge and could do whatever He 

wanted with his life. Finally though, he was able to tell God that he wanted what God thought 

was best. He was glad he had learned to obey. 

 

Closing:  

Ask:  How was God preparing Nate for the plan he had for him, even when he was still a boy? 

(He learned to obey. He became a Christian. He got sick which allowed him to spend lots of time 

getting to know God.  He took an airplane ride and loved airplanes. He got a job as a mechanic.) 
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Do any of you have any hints about God‘s plan for your life? 

 

Prayer: 

Close with prayer that all of the kids will be obedient to God‘s wonderful plan for their lives. 

 

 

Sources Used: 

 

Jungle Pilot by Russell Hitt 

Aucas Downriver by Ethel Emily Wallis 

Rachel Saint: A Star in the Jungle by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Nate Saint: On a Wing and a Prayer by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Day of Discovery television program interview with Rachel Saint 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Eleven: God Calls Nate Saint 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand or think: Children will understand that 

obedience to God is a non-negotiable for Christians. They will understand that God is 

preparing them for his plan for their lives, even now. 

 Something to feel: Children will be motivated to surrender their wills/lives to Jesus. 

 Something to do: Children will tell God they want to follow his plan for their lives and 

will choose to be obedient. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 Optional: DVDs  End of the Spear, Torchlighters: the Jim Elliot Story with an interview 

with Steve Saint, Beyond the Gates of Splendor (Part of this one is available on 

YouTube.) 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 10 minutes 

 Lesson/story: 15 minutes 

 Closing: 5 minutes 

 

Optional: You may want to show short clips from one of the DVDs. Be sure to preview and 

select only appropriate clips. There is some nudity and some other material inappropriate for 

children on two of the DVDs.  Adjust you schedule to accommodate this option. 
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Lesson Introduction:  

 

Ask for five volunteers to each tell one thing about Nate‘s life. Ask what important lessons were 

learned last week. 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/Story:  God Calls Nate Saint 

 

Although Nate was terribly disappointed when he couldn‘t finish flight training in the army, he was 

happy when he found out he was still going to be around planes. He was sent to Indiana to work on a 

very big army airplane, and he was going to get his airplane mechanic‘s license. While he was in 

Indiana, he was sent to Michigan for a class about airplanes. He went to church while he was there 

and met a wonderful family, the Shuells, who became good friends. One of the girls in this family 

was named Miriam. One Sunday night, she was supposed to give the message at a youth meeting. 

When she got up to speak, God told her not to use what she had planned and practiced, but to give 

another message. Miriam was trembling with fear as she put away her notes and gave the message 

she hadn‘t practiced. But she did what God had told her to, and Nate‘s life was changed. Nate heard 

her message, and it was like God was speaking to him. He ran out of the church after the meeting, 

then realized he had forgotten his hat. He ran back into the church, grabbed his hat, and said to Mrs. 

Shuell, ―Pray for this boy.‖  What had God said to Nate through a young girl who was obedient?   

He told Nate that he wanted him to be a missionary. Nate was thrilled. He wrote in his diary that he 

was filled with joy to know that God had such a big plan for him. 

 

Nate returned to Indiana where a letter from his dad was waiting. Mr. Saint didn‘t write letters often, 

so Nate was surprised to see his father‘s handwriting on the envelope. He opened the letter and 

found that his father had cut an article from a little newsletter and mailed it to him. The article was 

called ―On Wings of the Wind.‖  It was about a new organization started by two pilots, Jim Truxton 
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and Betty Greene. The new organization was for a new kind of missionary—missionary pilots. 

Nate read the article over and over.  Missionary pilots needed both a license to fly and a mechanic‘s 

license. Nate had both. Now he could see how God had been working in his life. By sending him to 

Indiana to get his mechanic‘s license, God had been getting him ready to be a flying missionary. His 

love of airplanes and his love for God would work together. What a wonderful plan. 

 

Nate had a few more months to spend in the army before the war was over. Then he could start 

getting ready to be a missionary. The first thing he thought he should do would be to attend Bible 

college and learn more about God. But a letter from Betty Greene changed his mind. She wrote that 

a missionary airplane in Mexico had crashed. She wanted him to go to Mexico and fix that plane. 

Nate got on a train with all of his valuable mechanic‘s tools and started south to Mexico. Just before 

crossing the border, he bought a 7 foot propeller for the broken plane. When he tried to cross the 

border, the guards thought this was a very strange thing to be bringing into their country. They 

wouldn‘t let him in. Worried, Nate phoned Betty, and she told him to ship the propeller on a mail 

truck instead of carrying it in. Finally Nate arrived in Mexico City, where he met Betty to get 

directions to the town where the broken airplane was stored. ―What did she mean that the wings 

were in baskets at the Tuxtla airport?‖ he wondered. ―How could airplane wings be in baskets?‖  He 

had never seen baskets that big. 

 

Life in Mexico was very good missionary training for Nate. He learned to eat food that tasted very 

strange to him. He learned to live in a house that was very different than any he had lived in before. 

One day a mule walked in the back door and out the front. He got used to taking showers in the front 

yard. Since the shower stall only came up to his shoulders, his head stuck out the top. Sometimes 

neighbors would say hi to him as they walked by. He also got used to working in a very small airport 



 

 

  70 

 

without all of the expensive equipment he had been used to in the army. And the wings really 

were in baskets—small baskets.  The airplane was very very broken. After six months of some of the 

hardest work Nate had ever done, the airplane was fixed and Nate was ready to head back to the 

United States so he could go to college. 

 

Back in the United States, Nate attended college to learn more about being a missionary and he 

married a wonderful young nurse, Marj, who wanted to tell people about Jesus as much as he 

did. The two decided to go to Ecuador, a country in South America, where many people lived 

who had never once heard about God‘s love. Nate would be a missionary pilot, helping other 

missionaries in many ways. On one of his first missionary trips, he took food and mail to a 

family who had to walk seven days through the jungle to get these things. He made the trip in his 

little airplane in 37 minutes. Besides helping missionaries save much travel time, he also helped 

them be safer and healthier. When they got sick or injured, he could pick them up and take them 

to a doctor or hospital, sometimes saving their lives.  

 

In Ecuador, Nate and Marj were very happy. They knew they were doing just what God had 

planned for them to do. They had three children who brought lots of joy to their home. But there 

was one thing they were sad about. A tribe of Indians called the Aucas lived a few miles away 

through the jungle. These people lived very violent and dangerous lives and had never once 

heard about God and His love. Nate‘s big sister, Rachel, lived in Ecuador too, and she and 

several friends also wanted to help this tribe. However, because the Aucas killed any outsiders 

who went into their territory, it was hard to know how to become friends with them. Nate, Marj 

and Rachel prayed often, asking God to show them how to reach these lost people. Rachel was 

sure she would one day get to go to the Aucas. When she once told the president of Ecuador 
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what she planned to do, he was shocked. He said, ―I flew over their territory and they threw 

spears at my plane.‖  He reminded her that no outsider had ever been able to meet them, and live 

to tell about it.  Rachel grinned and said God would make a way.  

 

A new missionary couple, Ed and Marilou McCulley moved to Ecuador and settled near Nate 

and Marj. They too wanted to help reach the Auca‘s with God‘s message. In fact, they built their 

house just inside Auca territory, a pretty risky place to live.  One day, after Nate had delivered 

some supplies to the McCulleys, he asked Ed if he‘d like to take a ride in the airplane and try to 

spot some Auca villages. Ed was delighted. The two men flew over the green earth, their eyes 

searching for any break in the green which might be a village. For many minutes all they saw 

was the jungle and the tiny ribbon of a river. Then they spotted a small circle of brown. Excitedly 

Nate flew the plane lower and sure enough, there was an Auca village--little round houses with 

brown skinned people walking around. This was their first glimpse of the people they so much 

hoped to tell about Jesus.  Both men were so ready to try to reach the Aucas, but how?  These 

people had killed every outsider they found in their territory. Everyone was afraid of them. Ed 

and Nate talked to three missionary friends--Jim, Pete, and Roger. The five guys decided that 

together, with God‘s help, they would find a way. If only they could learn some Auca words so 

they could tell them that they wanted to be friends. That would take a miracle, so that‘s what 

they asked God for. 

 

One day Rachel had some incredibly exciting news to tell Nate. She was living on a big farm 

called a hacienda. Many Quichua Indians worked for the owner of the hacienda, but when he 

found out she was interested in the Aucas, he told her that one of his workers was an Auca girl. 

Rachel was astonished. How could this be?  She met the girl whose name was Dayuma, and 
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asked her why she didn‘t live with her people. (Dayuma had lived with the Quichuas for quite 

awhile and could speak their language, so Rachel had a way to talk with her.) The young girl told 

Rachel about how much killing there was in her tribe. Every time someone was killed, the dead 

person‘s family would have to get even, so there would be more killing. Dayuma had seen many 

people killed, and, after her father was one of the victims, she decided she didn‘t want to live in 

such a horrible situation any longer. She decided to run away and the plantation owner gave her a 

job. Rachel was very excited when Dayuma agreed to help her learn some Auca words. And, 

when Rachel told Nate, he was every bit as excited as his sister. Was their dream of reaching the 

Aucas about to come true? 

 

Closing: 

Discussion questions: 

Do you have something you love to do as much as Nate loved flying?   What if what you love to 

do is God‘s way of preparing you for his plan for your future?  How might God use what you 

love to do to help his kingdom grow? 

 

Prayer: 

Close with prayer that all of your kids will learn to know God‘s plan and will follow it. 

 

Sources Used: 

 

Jungle Pilot by Russell Hitt 

Aucas Downriver by Ethel Emily Wallis 

Rachel Saint: A Star in the Jungle by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Nate Saint: On a Wing and a Prayer by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Day of Discovery television program interview with Rachel Saint 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER  

Lesson Twelve: God Uses Nate Saint 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand or think: Children will understand that 

obedience to God is a non-negotiable for Christians. They will understand that God is 

preparing them for his plan for their lives, even now. 

 Something to feel: Children will be motivated to surrender their wills/lives to Jesus. 

 Something to do: Children will tell God they want to follow his plan for their lives and 

will choose to be obedient. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 Optional: DVDs  End of the Spear, Torchlighters: the Jim Elliot Story with an interview 

with Steve Saint, Beyond the Gates of Splendor (Part of this one is available on 

YouTube.) 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 10 minutes 

 Lesson/story: 15 minutes 

 Closing: 5 minutes 

 Optional: You may want to show short clips from one of the DVDs. Be sure to preview 

and select only appropriate clips. There is some nudity and some other material 

inappropriate for children on two of the DVDs.  Adjust you schedule to accommodate 

this option. 
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Teaching Time:  Lesson/Story:  God Uses Nate Saint 

 

Nate and his friends, Jim, Ed, Pete and Roger began to make plans to contact the Aucas. With 

Rachel‘s help, they learned Auca words so they could say, ―We like you. We want to be friends. 

We want to come near you.‖  They decided they would fly over Auca villages, drop gifts to the 

people below, and shout the new words they had learned. (The gifts were put in a bucket which 

had a long rope on it.)  They had a loudspeaker (microphone) on the plane so their voices could 

be heard by people on the ground.  Maybe the people in this tribe would decide to be their 

friends.  

 

The first gift dropped by the missionaries was left on a sandy beach where they hoped the Aucas 

would find it. They decided to drop the second gift right in a village so they could shout their 

new messages. As they flew over the little circle of houses, Ed leaned out of the plane as far as 

he could, then shouted excitedly, ―I see one.‖  A young man was running in circles and waving 

his arms toward the sky. Within a minute two other men had joined him. The missionaries 

carefully sent down their gift which was in a bucket tied to a rope. One of the men grabbed the 

gift, which was a machete, and waved it wildly over his head. They could see a big grin on his 

face. The missionaries decided they would drop gifts every Thursday. A few weeks later, the 

Aucas sent a gift back to the missionaries. The men hauled up the bucket excitedly. In it was a 

bright feathered headdress. After that, every week brought something new. Once the Aucas sent 

a colorful parrot, which Nate gave to his son, Stephen. It made a great pet. With the Aucas acting 

so friendly, the five missionaries decided it was time to take the next step.  
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The five missionary men, Nate, Jim, Pete, Roger and Ed, planned their first on-the-ground 

meeting with the Acuas very carefully. From the air, they had seen a long sandy beach that 

looked like it could be used to land their plane. They called it Palm Beach. They planned to build 

a tree house on Palm Beach so the men would have a place to sleep, high above the dangers of 

the jungle. They would stay in this place for three days and hope the Aucas would come to them. 

Finally the time had come. Each man kissed his wife and children goodbye. They prayed 

together and remembered what they had promised. If the Aucas tried to kill them, they would try 

very hard to get away. They would even shoot their guns in the air to try to scare the Aucas. But 

they would never shoot them. After all, if the missionaries died, they would go straight to 

heaven. But the Aucas didn‘t know Jesus, and wouldn‘t have that chance.  

 

There was much excitement as the tree house went up and a cooking fire was built. After camp 

was set up, Ed, Pete and Jim stood far apart in the river and yelled at the top of their lungs, ―We 

like you. We will not hurt you. Come eat with us.‖  They waited and waited. Sometimes Nate 

flew over the jungle trying to see if any Aucas were headed their way. Each time they heard 

noises in the jungle, they looked expectantly, hoping they would have visitors. Then it happened. 

Out of the trees stepped two Auca woman—one young and one old. For a minute the women and 

the missionaries just looked at each other, unsure what to do next. Then Jim waded across the 

river and, reaching out his hand, led them to the campsite. Lemonade was offered to the two 

guests, and they seemed to like it very much. As they were finishing their drink, an Auca man 

stepped into the clearing and waded across the river. He walked up to the airplane and began to 

crawl inside. Nate laughed. The man, whom the missionaries nicknamed George, wanted a ride. 

Nate gave him a shirt to wear, as it was much cooler up in the air than on the ground. Then they 

were off. As they flew over a village, George yelled loudly to his friends below. They looked up 



 

 

  76 

 

in shock and he laughed loudly at their surprise. Then he decided to crawl out on a wing and 

show off a bit. Nate was glad he had a shirt to hang onto so he could keep George inside. 

 

All the rest of that day, the missionaries tried to communicate with the 3 Aucas. They showed 

them balloons and a harmonica. They gave George some red yarn which he wound around and 

around his body. They fed them hamburgers. As the sun began to go down, George and the 

young woman left. The older women fell asleep by the fire. The missionaries were so excited.  

They had been the first outsiders they had ever heard of to have a friendly contact with this fierce 

tribe. It couldn‘t have gone better. 

 

All the next day the five men waited for another visit. Surely George and the two women would 

go home and tell others about what had happened. Surely some of their friends would want to 

come and see these strange foreigners. But no one came. On Sunday, as Nate flew over the 

jungle, he saw a line of men walking toward the beach. Excitedly he radioed Marj from his plane 

and told her there was going to be another visit. ―I‘ll call you back at 4:30,‖ he promised, ―and 

give you a report on how it goes.‖  Then he landed his plane and told his friends the good news. 

 

At 4:30, Marj was waiting at the radio in the Saint house. (People could use these radios like cell 

phones to talk with each other.)  As the minutes passed, she waited nervously to hear Nate‘s 

voice. Why wasn‘t he calling when he said he would?  Several times the other wives radioed to 

ask her if she had news, and every time she had to say no. That night, when Nate‘s plane didn‘t 

fly into their yard, Marj knew in her heart that the news wasn‘t good. 
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A search party was organized, and the searchers found the airplane, ripped up and lying like a 

hurt animal on the beach. Then, in the river, they found the bodies of the five men. The Aucas 

had killed them. Five wives and a group of very sad children were told the awful news. The 

families and some of their friends  gathered together at Nate‘s house. They talked about the men 

they had loved. Marilou McCulley played the piano and the group sang a song that the men had 

sung on the morning they left. One of their friends read a verse from the Bible. It said,  

―But be faithful, even if you have to die, and I will give you the crown of life.‖  Revelation 2:10. 

Everyone knew that in heaven, Nate, Jim, Pete, Roger and Ed were receiving their crowns. The 

families on earth were very sad, but the men in heaven were filled with joy. 

 

After the five missionary men died, their families still wanted the Aucas to hear about God‘s love. 

Nate‘s brave sister, Rachel, was as determined as ever to go to these people. Betty, Jim‘s wife, was 

too. But they didn‘t have any idea how they could make it happen. But God still had a plan. After 

the things the five men had owned were gathered off of the beach where they died, Marj was given 

Nate‘s camera. He had filmed a video of the 3 Aucas who visited. Rachel took the video and 

showed it to Dayuma. The missionaries were very surprised at her reaction. She almost climbed 

through the screen as she shouted, ―There is my aunt. There is my sister.‖  She also saw the beach 

where she had played as a child. Seeing familiar people and places made Dayuma homesick. She 

decided it was time to go back home. Rachel was so excited. Dayuma could help tell her people 

about God. 

 

Before Dayuma left, Rachel often talked with her about taking God‘s good news to her people. 

―Will your people let me live with them?‖ she asked, and Dayuma said they would, since Rachel 

knew their language. Plans were made for the Indian woman to begin her journey back to her 
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childhood home, and for Rachel to follow awhile later. Then there was a setback. Dayuma 

learned that a much-loved brother had been killed and she was so angry, she decided not to return 

to her warring people after all. Rachel knew it was time to have a serious talk with her young 

friend.  One day she said to Dayuma, ―What if Jesus Christ had said, ‗I will not go to those horrible 

people on earth. They are too wicked and sinful, and I cannot be bothered with them. I will stay in 

heaven with My Holy Father. It is a much better place than down on earth with all of those evil 

people.‘  What would have become of us if Jesus had said that?‖  (Rachel Saint, by Janet & Geoff 

Benge) 

 

For several weeks Dayuma thought about what Rachel had said. If Jesus was willing to forgive her 

badness and help her learn to live right, then she knew she should be willing to forgive the people 

who had killed her family. Seeing how Rachel and the other missionaries forgave the murders of 

people they loved helped her see how Jesus wants us to live. Finally she asked, ―When are we 

going back to my land?  I want to go to my people and tell them about God.‖  Rachel‘s heart 

leaped with excitement. Were the Aucas finally going to have a chance to learn about God‘s love? 

 

Dayuma‘s plans moved forward, and she finally left for home, promising to come back soon and 

get Rachel. For several anxious weeks, Rachel waited to hear from Dayuma. Several times an 

airplane passed over her village to see if there was any sign of her but there was none. When she 

wasn‘t seen nor heard from for so long, Rachel worried and prayed often that her young friend was 

safe. Then one day Betty called Rachel on the radio. (Remember these radios were kind of like cell 

phones.)  Betty had wonderful news. Dayuma had just arrived at her little jungle home with an 

invitation for Rachel, Betty and Betty‘s little girl Valerie to live with the Aucas. Rachel thought 
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her heart would burst with happiness. Her dream of telling the Aucas about Jesus was about to 

come true. 

 

Closing: 

Write the following verse on a poster or white board. Have the children read it aloud together. 

Ask, ―What do you think Jesus was thinking about when he said these words?  How were the five 

men like Jesus?‖    

Greater love has no one than this, that a person lay down his life for his friends. John 15:13 

 

Prayer: 

Close with prayer thanking Jesus for laying down his life for us. 

 

Sources Used: 

 

Jungle Pilot by Russell Hitt 

Aucas Downriver by Ethel Emily Wallis 

Rachel Saint: A Star in the Jungle by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Nate Saint: On a Wing and a Prayer by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Day of Discovery television program interview with Rachel Saint 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 3 

Lesson Thirteen: God uses Rachel and Dayuma 

 

Objectives: 

 Something to know, believe, understand or think: Children will understand that God‘s 

power can transform anyone who chooses to follow him. They will recognize the 

importance of sharing the good news. 

 Something to feel: Children will be motivated to experience God‘s transforming power 

and to share their faith. 

 Something to do: Children will trust God to change them into the people he wants them 

to be, and to tell others about him. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 CD player and CD 

 Suggested music: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 Optional: DVDs  End of the Spear, Torchlighters: the Jim Elliot Story with an interview 

with Steve Saint, Beyond the Gates of Splendor (Part of this one is available on 

YouTube.) 

 

Suggested Schedule: 

 Praise and worship: 10 minutes 

 Lesson/story: 15 minutes 

 Closing: 5 minutes 

 Optional: You may want to show short clips from one of the DVDs. Be sure to preview 

and select only appropriate clips. There is some nudity and some other material 

inappropriate for children on two of the DVDs.  Adjust you schedule to accommodate 

this option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  81 

 

Teaching Time – Lesson/story:  God uses Rachel and Dayuma 

 

Rachel was very eager to hear about Dayuma‘s trip back home. How had her relatives reacted 

when they saw her alive?  What had she said to her people to convince them to let outsiders come 

live with them?  Dayuma said that she had spent many days describing life on the outside to the 

amazed Indians. She explained that words could be carved on wood. (This was how she explained 

writing with pencils on paper, because there were no Auca words for paper and pencil. Since the 

Aucas had never heard of language being written, this seemed very strange to them.)  She told 

them about God‘s carving, the Bible. She explained that many outsiders were good people who 

didn‘t want to hurt them. The five outsiders they had killed on the beach were good people. ―Not 

understanding,‖ she said, ―you killed them, even though they had come to tell you about God.‖ 

 

Many people thought Rachel and Betty were foolish to go live among the people who had killed 

their brother and husband. People said to Rachel, ―These Indians killed your brother. You 

shouldn‘t go live with them.‖  Rachel always answered that killing her brother was the reason she 

needed to go. The Aucas were killers who needed so much to learn about a better way to live. They 

needed to know that God could forgive their sins and change their hearts. They needed to know 

that Jesus loved them enough to die for them. She was going to go. 

 

It took ten days for Rachel, Betty and Valerie to pack for their move to Auca territory. Finally the 

boxes and bags were all ready, and the group began the trip that was to change so many lives. 

 

Even though the Aucas had agreed to let the three foreigners come live with them, they were very 

nervous. After all, they had killed Rachel, Betty and Valerie‘s relatives. Wouldn‘t the women 

expect to get even?  In spite of what Dayuma had said, were they coming to kill?  The men who 
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had killed the five missionaries were all relatives of Dayuma‘s, but they still weren‘t sure if her 

amazing words could be believed. 

 

For two days, the three missionaries traveled through Auca territory. Finally they came to a rise in 

the land, and Dayuma pointed to a clearing below, dotted with little native huts. Suddenly three 

wild looking Indians appeared and Dayuma let out a yell. She grabbed Rachel‘s hand, pulled her 

forward, and introduced her to the strangers. They were her Uncle Kimo, his wife Dawa, and 

Dayuma‘s younger sister, Gimari. Rachel knew that Kimo had been one of the killers. As she 

looked into his face, she thought to herself that she could be looking at the man who took her 

brother‘s life—the last person to see him alive. She felt no anger toward him, only compassion. 

She knew he had never learned right from wrong, had never heard of God‘s plan for people to love 

each other, and she wanted to be the one to tell him how his life could be changed by the power of 

God. 

 

Over the next few weeks, Rachel was introduced to all of the killers of the missionaries and to 

many other Aucas. As she got to know them, she was sad to discover how much their sinful ways 

had brought pain and suffering to the tribe.  Almost 160 people had been speared to death in 

Dayuma‘s family alone. The people lived in constant fear. Rachel knew God had plenty of power 

to help these people become peace loving and kind, if only they would let him. But first, she had to 

translate the Bible so they could hear God‘s words for themselves. She made a little office for 

herself and started to work. She could see that this was going to be a big job. The Auca language 

had no words for many of the words in the Bible. These people had never seen a sheep or donkey, 

for example, nor had they ever heard of money or buying and selling. How could she translate the 

story of The Lost Coin or The Good Shepherd?   She knew God had sent her there and he would 
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help her find ways to make his word understood. Dayuma spent most days helping Rachel and 

Betty, too, as they wrote down the words that would bring God to the Aucas. 

 

Dayuma‘s aunt Dawa and her sister Gimari were the first two Auca‘s to accept God‘s carving and 

decide to follow him. Dawa had seen so many people speared, and had hated the way her people 

lived for a long time. When she would hear her husband sharpening his spears, she would get very 

sad as she thought about more killings. As Rachel explained that God didn‘t want people to kill, 

but to love and help others, she was very interested. One day Dayuma asked, ―Who will say, ‗I 

want to live well and take God‘s trail to heaven?‘  Will you Dawa?  Will you Gimari?‖  In clear 

strong voices, both women said ―Yes.‖   Rachel‘s heart burst with happiness. She was so glad God 

had allowed her to help two new Christian babies be born into his family. 

 

One morning Dayuma preached in the little church that had been started in the jungle. She talked 

about forgiveness and as she spoke, she saw something that she knew would help her explain how 

God forgives. ―Look at that monkey,‖ she said, pointing to a pet which had been tied to a tree with 

a vine. ―It is tied to a vine like we are tied to our sins, until God cuts the vine and set us free.‖  

Then she pointed to the river. ―See the water in the river. When we believe in Jesus, our sins are 

buried in water deeper than that.‖  It wasn‘t long before her Uncle Kimo believed those words and 

decided to accept God‘s forgiveness. 

 

Gikita was the oldest Auca man. Because of all of the killings, no one lived to be very old in this 

tribe. So Gikita wasn‘t really old, but he was the oldest. He watched Dawa, Kimo and Gimari as 

they learned to live God‘s way. He listened to Rachel and Dayuma as they read from God‘s 

carving and talked about him. One day Gikita knew he believed what the women said was true. By 
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himself, out in the jungle, he decided to follow God. ―Not understanding, I killed Rachel‘s 

brother,‖ he said. ―But Jesus‘ blood has washed my heart clean. I used to be hateful, but now my 

heart is healed.‖  Now Rachel knew who her brother‘s killer was, and she was thrilled to think that 

Gikita was also her brother—a new member of God‘s family. 

 

Over the next few months, many more people decided to follow God‘s carving. Dyuwi, Nimonga, 

and Mincaye, the other three killers of the missionaries, all chose to be born into God‘s family. 

Rachel thought her heart would explode with joy. These men were so changed that many more 

Aucas believed and joined the first Christians in following God‘s trail. One day, Rachel received a 

message that the president of Ecuador wanted to meet some Aucas. He had heard about Rachel 

living with them, and could hardly believe it was true. She decided to take Dayuma, Kimo and 

Dawa to this important meeting. When the president met the three Indians, he talked about his 

surprise at what had happened. ―What did you do to calm down these people?‖ he asked Rachel. 

She quickly told him that all of the credit went to God. ―So this is the man who helped kill your 

brother and friends?‖ he asked, pointing to Kimo. ―How could he possibly understand God?‖  

Rachel answered that the president should ask Kimo himself. So he did. ―Who is Jesus Christ?‖ 

was his first question.  

 

Boldly Kimo testified, ―He is the one who came from heaven and died for my sins. He is the one 

who made me stop killing. Now I live happily with my people.‖ 

 

―Amazing, simply amazing,‖ was the president‘s answer. 
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One day Rachel received good news from Nate‘s widow, Marj. Kathy and Steve, Nate‘s two 

oldest children, wanted to come to the jungle for a visit. This wasn‘t unusual, for they had come 

before. Rachel always enjoyed seeing her niece and nephew and many of the Auca people had 

grown to love them too. But this trip was to have special meaning. Kathy and Steve wanted to be 

baptized in the Curaray River, right by the beach where their father had died. By this time, two of 

the killers were pastors and Kathy and Steve asked them to be the ones who performed the 

baptism. Rachel and Marj watched, their eyes filled with tears, as these two men lowered the 

children into the water and raised them back up under the hot jungle sun. Kimo and Dyuwi were 

reminded that going under the water is a symbol of dying to one‘s old sinful life. Coming up out of 

the water stands for being born into a new life with God. Both the killers and the kids had been 

forgiven and changed because of what Jesus has done for all of us. 

 

Closing: 

Print the following verse on a poster or white board. Have the children read it aloud together. 

If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. The old has gone; the new has come. 2 

Corinthians 5:17 

 

Prayer: 

Challenge the children to pray for their friends who do not know Jesus and to share their faith. 

Close with prayer for missionaries, for lost friends, and for God‘s kingdom to grow. 

  

Sources Used: 

Jungle Pilot by Russell Hitt 

Aucas Downriver by Ethel Emily Wallis 

Rachel Saint: A Star in the Jungle by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Nate Saint: On a Wing and a Prayer by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Day of Discovery television program interview with Rachel Saint 


