Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs large group materials written and
produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the second quarter of the Awana
Club year.

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs
partnership. In addition, we have provided small group leader and parent guides as well as
information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download at

www.wesleyankids.org.

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to know,
love and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs partnership,

please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-3891.

Serving Him Together,

(if (s

Rev. Colleen R. Derr
Director of Children’s Ministries


http://www.wesleyankids.org/
mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org




Introductionto the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons:
Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club segment lets kids
absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:

e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities

e Award presentations to recognize clubbers,, achievements

e Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

e Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another

e A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God,,s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ

o Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing Ceremonies, which
would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits your Awana
Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an outline for the biblical
teaching element. The suggested schedule would include Praise and Worship, Teaching Time, and a
Closing. Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing are attached.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

e Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and interaction as
well as a time of worship and reverence

o Suggested resources: Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that
includes high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all done in kid-friendly
style

e Shout Praises Kids, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song titles from
hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all with the ease of use in
MPEG format

e Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into or following Teaching Time

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.
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Lesson Outline:

Lessons Written By: Vanessa Veach
Edited By: Colleen Derr

Lesson 25 Jesus died on the cross

Lesson 26 God raised Jesus from the dead

Lesson 27 All people have done wrong

Lesson 28 Sin separates people from God

Lesson 29 God loves us even though we have sinned
Lesson 30 God sent His son to forgive sins

Lesson 31 Jesus died to forgive my sins

Lesson 32 God forgives those who believe in Jesus
Lesson 33 We are adopted into God’s family by faith
Lesson 34 We can live forever in heaven

Lesson 35 The church is all believers everywhere

Lesson 36 We belong to a local church

Lessons Include:
e Theme

e Memory Verse

e Memory Verse Activity
e Teaching Time

e Activity Option

Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids Series
Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids
are "on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.
Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students
Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers
Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson providing

opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of family activities



Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids icon
and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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Elementary Lesson 25 Theme: Jesus died on the cross
Memory Verse: And being found in the appearance as a man, He humbled himself and became

obedient to death — even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8)

Memory Verse Activity: Act it out

Divide the students down into different groups and give them different sections of the verse.
Have the students come up with motions or actions for their section of the verse. When all the
groups are done, let each group show their motions. As a class combine the motions to create the

whole verse.

Alternative Lesson Point: Object of love

Bring in different objects that help tell the story of Jesus’ death (whip, a cross, three nails, thorn,
spear, sponge, dice, clothing). Hold up the different objects and see if the students know what
they stand for in the story. Read the story straight from Scripture, holding up the different
objects to help the students understand and picture the story. The story can be found in John

19:16 — 38, Luke 23: 20 -49, Mark 15: 15-40, and Matthew 27:23 — 54.



Activity Option: Words of Thanks

Bring in a cross or cut out a large paper cross. Give the students each a sticky note. Have them
write their name on the front. On the back have them write a note to Jesus, thanking Him for
dyeing on the cross. When they are done, have them stick the notes up on the cross. When each

child is done, close in a prayer time of reflection and thanks.
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Elementary Lesson 26 Theme: God raised Jesus from the dead
Memory Verse: But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who

have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:20)

Memory Verse Activity: Rise up
Have the students lie flat on the ground. As they say the verse tell them to rise up just a little

more with every word. See if they can time it so they are fully standing by the last word.

Alternative Lesson Point: Empty Grave

Each child will need a canned grand biscuit and a marshmallow for this lesson. (Also need a
cookie sheet, access to an oven, butter and cinnamon.) Have the students flatten the biscuit out
until it's about 5 inches across. Have them spread melted butter, sugar and cinnamon on it.
Explain that the spices represent the spices used to anoint Jesus' body before His burial. Give
each child one large marshmallow. The marshmallow represents Jesus. It is white because He
lived a pure and sinless life. Have them put the marshmallow in the center of the biscuit, and
then fold the sides around it forming a "tomb". Instruct the students to pinch the sides of their

tombs closed and then place them crease side down on a baking sheet (so they will not open



while cooking). Put more butter, cinnamon and sugar on the outside. Bake the buns following the
directions on the biscuit package. They need a little cooling time because the marshmallow will
be very hot. When the children bite into their buns they will be surprised to find the center
empty. The marshmallow has melted. Jesus rose from the dead. The tomb was empty. God did

not let Jesus stay dead; He raised Him from the dead.

Activity Option: Act it out
Have the students act out the Bible story of the empty grave being empty. The skit can be based
off of any of the gospels but John 20 has the most characters. Choose different volunteers to be

the guards, the angles, Mary, Jesus, Peter, John, the other disciples.
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Elementary Lesson 27 Theme: All people have done wrong

Memory Verse: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

Memory Verse Activity: Memory Motions
Teach the students the memory verse using motions. For (hold up 4 fingers) all have (point all
over) sinned (x arms across their chest) and fall short (fall on the ground) of the glory (hands

outstretched in the air) of God (point up to God) Romans 3:23.

Alternative Lesson Point: Sin destroys

(Have water, paper towel, and a water repellent cloth ready for the lesson. Spill the water all over
a table. Explain that the water represents sin.) Sin is everywhere and all people have sinned. You
can be like this paper towel. The more and more sin you soak up the more life starts to become
heavy. The sin begins to soak us up and rip us apart. Sin rips you apart and can destroy you. The
more we fill up with sin the less we are able to help God. Sin is everywhere and the more we
soak it up the more it rips it apart. (Show the water repellant cloth) We need our lives to be filled

with God so that we repel sin!



Activity Option: Everybody’s It Tag

In this game everyone is it. On “go” all the students start chasing each other. When tagged the
students must sit down right where they were tagged. Once a child is tagged and sits down, they
can tag students who are running by. Sitting students cannot move, they can only use their arms.
If they tag a student running by, the student who was running must now sits and the student
sitting can get up and continue in the game. The students are always in the game standing or
sitting trying to tag one another. If a tag happens at the same time, both students must sit. The

last one standing wins.
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Elementary Lesson 28 Theme: Sin separates people from God
Memory Verse: No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has

either seen Him or known Him. (1 John 3:6)

Memory Verse Activity: Get to Heaven

Copy each of the words of the memory verse on to pieces of paper large enough for the students
to read and step on. Explain that one end of the room is earth and the other side of the room is
heaven. The students will have to hop from one word of the verse to the other in the correct
order. If they mess up the order or fall off the word, they have to go back to the “earth” side of
the room. Divide the students into two teams and have them race to get their whole team into

heaven.

Alternative Lesson Point: A way to God

Place a long piece of butcher paper on the floor. Cover the paper with flour. Have everyone in
the class take off their shoes and socks. Challenge them to walk across the paper without getting
flour on their feet. They cannot jump across! It is impossible. Ask them how they think they can

get across without getting flour on their feet. See if anyone has an idea. Place a couple of chairs



or a bench that reaches across the paper. Have everyone walk across the bench. With the bench
they will be able to reach the other side without getting any flour on them. Ask if anyone knows
what the flour represents. The flour represents sin. Everyone has sinned and sin separates us
from God. There is no way to get to God on our own without sinning. God sent His Son Jesus to
help us. He makes a bridge so we don’t have to sin and can get to God. Make sure you do not let

sin keep you separated from God.

Activity Option: Escape Sin

Have all the students line up on one side of the room. Choose one or two volunteers to be lions.
Explain that the devil is called a lion in scripture. The lion is trying to trap you in sin. All the
students lined up on the wall will try to get from one end of the room to the other without being
caught by the lions. If they are caught by the lions they are stuck “in sin” and have to sit down.
All the students still in the game continue back and forth, but if they get tagged by the students
sitting down they also get stuck in sin and have to sit down. The game continues until only one is

left standing.
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Elementary Lesson 29 Theme: God loves us even though we have sinned

Memory Verse: But God demonstrated His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners

Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

Memory Verse Activity: Clean up the Garbage
Write the different words of the memory verse on different pieces of paper or clean garbage.
Crumple up the paper and make a big pile. Have the students sort through all of the paper and put

together the memory verse.

Alternative Lesson Point: Unconditional Love

How many of you have a dog at home? Has your dog ever chewed up something in your house?
Lots of times when dogs are puppies they love to chew. If you are not careful your puppy can
chew up many things. Puppies can chew up pillows, stuffed animals, books etc. Puppies can
make a really big mess. You have to be very careful to pick up all of your favorite toys, books,
games etc. What would happen if you got home from a ball game and your favorite stuffed
animal was in pieces all around your room? Would you be upset? Would you be hurt? What

would you do to the puppy? You might be very angry and hurt that your puppy chewed up your



stuffed animal and your puppy might be in trouble, but you would still love your puppy, right?
Your puppy might have to stay outside instead of your room as a consequence. Did you know
that sometimes we act like the puppy in our story? He sees when we make mistakes. God our
Father watches over us make big mistakes and it hurts Him and makes Him sad. Sometimes
when we do things wrong there are consequences. But no matter what we do God loves us!
There is not a mess we can make that will ever cause God to love us less. God loves you even

more than you love your puppy! God will always love you no matter what!

Activity Option: Forgiveness Coupon

Give the students an index card or paper and have them make a forgiveness coupon/certificate.
Instruct them to write God loves me no matter what on it. Let them decorate it and take it home
as a reminder that God still loves them. They may want to give their forgiveness coupon away to

a friend or family member who needs to know that God loves them!
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Elementary Lesson 30 Theme: God sent His son to forgive sins
Memory Verse: And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior

of the world (1 John 4:14)

Memory Verse Activity: Decode the Verse
Use this code to figure out the memory verse (1 John 4:14)

A=1,B=2,C=3,D=4,E=>5etc.

1 14 4 23 5 &8 1 22 5 19 5 5 14 1 14 4

20 5 19 20 9 6 25 20 8 1 20 20 8 5

6 1 20 8 5 18 8 1 19 19 5 14 20 8 1 19




19 15 14 20 15 2 5 20 8 5 23 15 18 12 4

Alternative Lesson Point: Kill the virus

How many of you have a computer at home? Has your computer ever gotten a virus? Does
anyone know what a virus does? Some viruses can be small and only do a little damage but some
can be so bad they ruin the entire computer. Anytime a computer gets a virus, it takes a special
computer technician — we will call them computer doctors — to fix the computer. It might be very
hard, but the computer doctor will do whatever it takes to fix the computer and get out the virus.
Sometimes they have to enter codes and build new programs. Did you know that we are like
computers? We have something that gets into our life and can destroy us if we are not careful.
The virus we get in our life is called sin. The only way to get sin out of our life is Jesus. God
sends Jesus to get out all the sin in our life. Jesus can take away that virus of sin if we ask Him.
Jesus will forgive our sins when we ask. I am so thankful that God sent Jesus to clean away all of

our sins.

Activity Option: Frozen Computer

Choose two (or more) students to be viruses. Have one (or more) students be the computer
doctor. All the rest of the students will be computers running around. The viruses will be running
around tagging all of the computers. When a computer is tagged, they are frozen and cannot do
anything. The only way the computers can be unfrozen is for the computer doctor to come put
their hands on the frozen computers shoulders and say, “clean out the virus”. After the frozen
computer is clean, they can continue playing. The viruses cannot tag the computer doctor. After a

couple minutes, change viruses and computer doctors.
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Elementary Lesson 31 Theme: Jesus died to forgive my sins
Memory Verse: He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins

and live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed. (1 Peter 2:24)

Memory Verse Activity: Wounds Healed
Before class write the words of the verse on band aids and cut out a large cross. Give each child
a band aid with one word on it. Have the students stick the band aids on the cross in the correct

order.

Alternative Lesson Point: Jesus the Lamb of God

In the Old Testament anytime someone sinned they had to offer a sacrifice for their sins. The
sacrifice was an animal that was brought to the temple. Often the animal was a first-born lamb
that had to be perfect. The priests would kill the lamb and sprinkle its blood on the altar. There
were a lot of rules and different animals to be sacrificed to receive God’s forgiveness. Jesus is
called the Lamb of God because He died for our sins. He was God’s only son and He was perfect

with no sin. Instead of a lamb dying or us dying for our sin, Jesus took our place. Sin separates



us from God and without Jesus shedding His blood as the sacrifice lamb we could not be

forgiven. Jesus died so that we could be forgiven of our sins.

Activity Option: Build a alter

Bring in different supplies to build an altar. Sacrifices were made to seek forgiveness and to give
thanks for the things God had done. Have the students build an altar, with the supplies. After
they build an altar have them write why they are thankful for Jesus being their sacrifice. Have

them place the letter on the altar as an offering.
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Elementary Lesson 32 Theme: God forgives those who believe in Jesus
Memory Verse: All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives

forgiveness of sins through His name. (Acts 10:43)

Memory Verse Activity: Wiped away
Write the verse out on a white board in black marker. Every time the students recite the verse

erase part of it. Recite the verse over and over until the board is white again completely clean.

Alternative Lesson Point:

(Start the class with a large glass bowl of water in the front of the classroom. Explain that the
bowl of water is like their life.) God can see right into your life just like you can see into this
bowl of water. What do you fill your life with (school, sports, family, friends etc.)? (Take a
pepper shaker and explain that it represents sin.) As you mention sin, sprinkle pepper into the
water. The lie that you told to your parents, the movie you should not watch, and cheating on
your test they are all sins. Sin comes and makes a mess in our life. You can try to hide your sins,
but God can see them just as easy as you can see the pepper. God sent His Son Jesus to take

away our sins. (Before class tape two sticks together like a cross. Dip one end of the cross in a



dish washing liquid.) Jesus came to take away all of our sins, to wash them away. (Put the soap
covered end of the sticks into the bowl of water and pepper. All the pepper should immediately

go to the edges of the bowl.) God forgives all the sin in our lives as soon and gets rid of it, as if
it was never there. Believe in Jesus, and ask Him to forgive your sins and your life can be clean

— cleaner than this water!

Activity Option:

When Jesus forgives our sins He says He casts them “as far as the east is from the west). [To
help the students understand that it is an impossible distance to understand and measure, write
some different destinations on the board.] Before class use MapQuest or Google Maps to see
how far different places are from your church. Start with a school, a local restaurant, and
neighborhood. Then expand to another city, state or vacation spot. Have the students try and
guess the distance in miles for New York to California (2,413 miles), New York City to London
(3,741 miles), New York to Tokyo, Japan (6,760 miles), the circumference of the earth at the

equator (24,902 miles).
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Elementary Lesson 33 Theme: We are adopted into God’s family by faith
Memory Verse: In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in

accordance with His pleasure and will. (Ephesians 1:5)

Memory Verse Activity:
Give each of the students a piece of paper to create an adoption certificate. Have them write, “I
am adopted” on the top, their name in the middle, and the verse on the bottom of the page. Show

them examples of certificates and have the students create their special certificate.

Alternative Lesson Point: Adopted into God’s family

Do you know any families that have adopted children? Do you know what families have to do to
adopt children? Some families have to travel to other countries, pay a lot of money, wait a long
time, or go before a judge. Being adopted into a new family is very special. Families throw
parties and the new member changes their name to show they belong with that new family. We
can all be adopted into a new family, God’s family. God wants you as His child to be part of His

family. When we have faith in Jesus and ask Him into our heart we join Gods family. We get the



new name Christian. In the Bible it says that “the angles in heaven rejoice”. They have a party

every time someone believes in Jesus. You are God’s child and special member of God’s family.

Activity Option: Party like the Angels

The Bible tells us that the angles in Heaven celebrate every time someone comes into God’s
family. Let’s celebrate like the Angles. Bring in party supplies like balloons, cake, and
streamers. Have the students decorate the room for a party. Celebrate being a part of God’s

family.



Large f: L) =
Group
Lessons

Elementary Lesson 34 Theme: We can live forever in heaven
Memory Verse: For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him

shall have eternal life, and I will raise Him up on the last day. (John 6:40)

Memory Verse Activity: Who can last the longest

Write the verse out somewhere that all the students can see it. Have them start reciting the verse
out loud from start to finish together. As soon as they finish the verse, have them start reciting it
over, repeat over and over. If anyone messes up the order or forgets a word, they have to sit

down. As the game progresses start erasing words, continue the game until only one child is left.

Alternative Lesson Point: We can spend forever together

Have you ever moved away from your friends? Or maybe had a friend move away? Have you
ever had a pet die? Or even more sad, has one of your grandparents died? It is hard when we
have to say goodbye to someone we love. It makes us sad when we think we will not see them
again. The good news for us as Christians is that we don’t have to say goodbye to other
Christians. When we accept Jesus and become part of His family, we have a home in Heaven

forever. Our friends, grandparents, aunts and uncles, who believe in Jesus, will be there too.



There is no death, or tears or pain in heaven. Forever we will be together with Jesus. Instead of
saying “goodbye” we can just say “see ya later” because when we get to Heaven we will spend

forever together.

Activity Option: What is Heaven like?

What do you think it will be like in Heaven? What do you think it will be like living forever with
Jesus? There is no more pain, no tears, and no death. In the Bible it also says there will be streets
of gold. Ask the students other things they have heard about Heaven. After they brainstorm, give
each student a piece of paper and have them draw a picture of what it will be like in Heaven.

Make sure they include what it will be like to see everyone that they love in Heaven.
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Elementary Lesson 35: The church is all believers everywhere

Memory Verse: And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its
seals, because You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased men for God from every tribe
and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve

our God, and they will reign on the earth.” (Revelations 5:9-10)

Memory Verse Activity:

Break the verse down into different equal sections and write those sections in different colors.
Divide the students into equal groups, giving each group a color. Hide the verse around the room
and have the students find their color and put their section together. After the students finish their
verse color section have every color bring their section of the verse together to finish the whole

verse. If you have more time, give the groups new colors and do the activity again.

Alternative Lesson Point:
(You will need a big box of crayons for this lesson.) Have you ever looked at a box of crayons?
Look at all of these colors (hold up all the different shades of red) don’t they all look red to you?

Or what about all these (hold up all the shades of blue) they are all blue right? These all might be



different colors but they are all crayons. Each of these crayons are in separate smaller boxes but
they all are crayons together. Each crayon makes different colors but they all help make
beautiful pictures. The church is just like a box of crayons. Everyone who is a Christian is part of
the church. We might go to (insert your church name) but every believer around the world is part
of God’s church. People might be from different countries, speak different languages, and look
differently, but everyone who believes in Christ is a Christian and part of The Church. When

everyone works together we are able to make beautiful lives for Christ.

Activity Option: We are all crayons

You will need crayons (old or new) and mini muffin pans. Preheat your oven to 265 degrees F.
Give each child a few crayons. They can be similar colors or different colors. Have the students
peal all of the paper labels off the crayons. After they are paper free, break the crayons into 2"’
or 1°” pieces. Assign each student a different muffin hole. Have them arrange two or three crayon
pieces in each hole. Bake them in the oven for 6-8 minutes. Do not over bake them! You want to
bake them just long enough that you can’t distinguish the crayon shapes anymore. Let them
congeal a little on the counter, and then place them in the freezer until they are firm (approx. 30
minutes). After they cool they should then pop right out. The students will have created a whole

new crayon.
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Elementary Lesson 36 Theme: We belong to a local church

Memory Verse: For where two or three come together in My name there I am with them.

(Matthew 18:20)

Memory Verse Activity: Motion Memory

Teach the students the verse using motions. Motions “for where” have the students point to the
floor. Motions for “two or three” use their fingers two and three. Motions “come together” have
the students bring their arms around like gathering toys or leaves. Motions “in my name” sign for
name is pointer and middle finger together on both hands making an x. Motions “there I am with
them” put both hands over their heart. Repeat verse with the motions until students have it

learned.

Alternative Lesson Point: We are like a penny

(You will need to bring pennies for this lesson.) Does anyone know what you can buy with a
penny (hold up just one penny)? Are you excited when you find one penny? One penny cannot
do very much by itself can it. What would happen if I had lots and lots of pennies (dump out lots

of pennies)? When you put lots of pennies together it is more useful and valuable. We are just



like these pennies. We all belong at church. When all of us are together we are very useful and
valuable. We do not have to feel alone; when we are all together we can make a difference. You
are not one lonely penny you are part of large pile of pennies. You belong and are important in

our church.

Activity Option: Hand Shake

When you belong to a club or a group sometimes there is a secret code, word, or a secret hand
shake to get in. Everyone is welcome at our church but what could our church hand shake be?
Have the students get into partners and come up with a hand shake to welcome others into the
church. Let the partner’s share the handshakes with the class. Encourage the students to welcome

everyone into the church with the hand shake.



