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Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs large group materials written
and produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the second quarter
of the Awana Club second year, beginning in September although none of the lessons are
dated.

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana
Clubs partnership. In addition, we have provided you small group leader and parent
guides as well as information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available

for download at www.wesleyankids.org . Thank you for your commitment to His

children and your desire to see them come to know, love and serve Jesus. If you have any
questions about the material or the Awana Clubs partnership, please contact us directly at

childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-3891.

Serving Him Together,

(oA (v

Rev. Colleen R. Derr
Director of Children’s Ministries


http://www.wesleyankids.org/

Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group
Lessons: 2" Year, Quarter #2: Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club
segment lets kids absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:

e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities

e Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements

e Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

e Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another

e A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a walk with

Christ
¢ Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing
Ceremonies, which would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and
recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best
fits your Awana Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and
provide an outline for the biblical teaching element. The suggested schedule would
include Praise and Worship, Teaching Time, and a Closing. Specific material for
Teaching Time and Closing are attached. The objectives for these lessons are cognitive,
affective, and behavioral, giving children something to know/believe/understand, to feel
and to do.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

e Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the
clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement
and interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence

e Suggested resources:

o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that
includes high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all
done in kid-friendly style

o Shout Praises K!ds, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of
song titles from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized
songs all with the ease of use in MPEG format

¢ Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching
Time or following

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at
childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.
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Lesson Outlines:
Lessons Written By: Gen Springer
Edited By: Colleen Derr

Week 1: Gladys Trusts God Instead of her Own Understanding
Week 2:  God Protects Gladys

Week 3:  God’s Plans Surprise Gladys

Week 4:  Gladys Shows God’s Power to Others

Week 5:  Gladys Helps Children

Week 6: God Uses Gladys to Show His Truth

Week 7:  God’s Plans are Good

Week 8:  God Knows Everything. He’s Omniscient.

Week 9:  God is Omnipotent

Week 10: God Shows His Omnipotence

Week 11: God Shows His Omnipotence

Week 12: We Should Trust God to know and do what’s best for us.
Week 13: God Gives Moses Ten Important Rules

Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith
Kids Series

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your
kids are "on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students
Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson
providing opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week
of family activities



Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students
Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith
Kids icon and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 1. Gladys Trusts God Instead of her Own Understanding

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, believe, think or understand: Children will understand that
Christians need trust God, even when they don’t understand what He is doing or
where He is leading.

e Something to feel: Children will feel increased trust in God and increased
security in His wisdom and power.

e Something to do: Children will remember Gladys’ story when life is confusing
for them, and will choose to trust God.

Materials Needed:

e Bible verse (Proverbs 3:5-6) written on poster board, power point, white board

e Optional DVD: The Inn of the Sixth Happiness, A DVD which tells the story of
Gladys Aylward is available. It is a Hollywood version of Gladys’ life, and is not
very accurate, but there are a few clips which can be helpful. Use with
discretion.

Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and Worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minute



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Select a child to read the following scripture aloud or have the children read it in unison.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (New Living Translation)

Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.

God plans every day of our lives. Sometimes we think we can guess how His plans will
go, and sometimes we do. But often we are surprised and can’t figure out what God is
doing. When that happens, we’re reminded of the verses we just read. We can’t depend
on our own understanding, but we need to trust God to be in control and to show us the
right path. Tonight, we’re going to hear a story about a woman whom God called to be a
missionary, so she did what she thought she needed to do to get ready. But God took her

on some Very surprising paths to get her to China. Listen to her story.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

In 1902 on the edge of the big city of London, Mrs. Aylward was expecting her
first baby. She and her husband were excited when a little girl was born. They named
her Gladys. Mr. Aylward delivered mail and Mrs. Aylward was a fulltime mother to her
daughter, and later to another daughter and a little boy. Gladys was a happy kid, and full
of energy. She and her sister Violet played in the streets with neighborhood friends, and
put on plays for their parents. She loved acting. Fear first entered the children’s lives
when bombs were dropped over London during World War 1. Gladys marched her
friends into the living room of her little house and told them to sit against the inside wall.

She perched on the round stool in front of the pump organ and played songs as loudly as



she could, instructing the kids to sing along with her. The loud music drowned out the
sound of bombs, and distracted the children from their fear.

Gladys finished high school and took a job as a housekeeper for rich people. She found
her job a little boring, but jobs were hard to find, so she kept working. One evening she saw a
sign outside a church building, announcing a special service. She didn’t have anything to do,
so she went to the service. A young preacher explained how people could become friends with
God and have their sins forgiven by Him. They could, he explained, be born into God’s family
by accepting what His son, Jesus, had done when He died on the cross as the punishment for
their sins. Gladys was fascinated and she wanted what the preacher was talking about. That
night, she confessed the wrong things she had done and asked Jesus into her heart. Her life
was changed.

Gladys’ friends couldn’t understand what had happened to her. She wasn’t very
interested in going to movies or dances with them. When they wanted to phone the boys
they had met in the park, she wanted to go to church. What was wrong with their friend?
they wondered. Gladys thought the things she used to do were very boring. Serving God
and being a part of His big plan were so much more exciting. She went to church every
chance she got, and she found God was a wonderful friend. It was at church she first
learned about missionaries who moved away from England to live in other countries, in
order to tell people about God. When she heard missionaries talk about China, she was
fascinated. Slowly she began to understand that God wanted her to go to China to share
His good news with people who had never heard of Him.

In order to follow God’s plan, Gladys left her little village on the edge of London,

and moved into the city where she could attend a school for people who wanted to be



missionaries. Gladys had never been a great student, and she didn’t do very well at the
missionary school. After she had been there for only three months, the principal called her
to his office. He gently explained to her that her grades weren’t good enough for her to
stay in school. Besides, he added, she was twenty-six years old, which was a little old to
try to learn a difficult language like Chinese. Trying to be helpful, he asked what she had
done before she enrolled in the school. She answered that she had been a housekeeper, or
maid. His eyes brightened as he realized he had a wonderful solution for her. Some
elderly missionaries to China had just retired and returned home to England. She could be
their maid. Gladys was terribly disappointed. God had called her to China and she was
going to find some way to go.

Gladys left the missionary school and worked for the retired missionaries for
awhile. She soon grew to love them and they encouraged her to go to China. She would
need to earn quite a lot of money to go so she began to look for a new housekeeping job.
She didn’t realize how carefully God was taking care of her, when she got a job for a
famous explorer named Sir Francis Younghusband. She arrived at his big house a very
discouraged young woman. This wasn’t China. Gladys was puzzled when the boss at this
new house asked her how much it had cost for her to travel to her new workplace. Gladys
answered that her ticket had cost three schillings. The lady gave her three shiny coins,
money she hadn’t expected. Suddenly she was encouraged. Here was the first money
toward her move to China. She quickly found out where the nearest travel office was. She
hurried there and asked about a ticket to China. How long would it take to travel to this far
away country, and how much would a ticket cost? The travel agent said a ticket on a ship

to China cost 90 pounds. Discouragement again. Ninety pounds. That was so much



money. Gladys asked if there wasn’t a cheaper way. “Well,” the man answered, “there is a
train to China. But we couldn’t sell you a train ticket. There’s fighting going on at the
border between Russia and China. It might become a war. It’s too dangerous to go by
train.”

Gladys hardly heard the travel agent describing the dangers of taking the train to
China. A train ticket only cost 45 pounds. So much less money. So much less time she
would need to earn enough to buy a ticket. She pushed her three coins across the counter.
“Order me a ticket,” she said. “I’ll bring more money to you every week until it is paid
for.”

The travel agent was not happy with Gladys. She ignored his warning about the
dangers of train travel, even when he said his company didn’t like to deliver their
passengers dead. Now she wanted to pay for it a little bit at a time. “We don’t sell tickets
that way,” he said coldly. “You’ll have to save up the entire 45 pounds and then buy your
ticket.” But finally he agreed to order her ticket. Every payday, as she had promised,
Gladys was at the office, pushing more coins across the counter, getting closer to paying
for her ticket.

After Gladys made arrangements for her ticket, she thought about what she needed
to do next. She must learn to preach, she decided, so she would be ready to tell the Chinese
about God. She studied her Bible carefully, and she practiced preaching in a park, or
anywhere she could find people. Because she was such a short little lady, she stood on a
box and spoke as loudly as she could to anyone who would listen.

God took care of the next part of Gladys’ preparation for China. She would need to

know as much as possible about this country and its people. As she cleaned the library in



Sir Francis Younghusband’s home, she discovered lots of books about China. This famous
explorer had not only traveled through much of China, but he had even written some of the
books himself. Because he admired missionaries so much, he had many books about them,
too. As Gladys read book after book, she realized God had placed her in this home so she
could learn what she needed to know. He had a plan for her missionary training, even if it
wasn’t the kind of school most missionaries attended. She thanked God for providing for
her in such an amazing way.

The final part of God’s plan to get Gladys to China came through a good friend who
told her about Jeannie Lawson. Jeannie was a 73 year old lady who had been a missionary
most of her life. When she retired, she came home to England, but found retirement very
boring. She wanted to be back in China where she could do so much good. She wanted to
spend whatever years she had left telling people who had never heard about Jesus’ great
love for them. So she went back to China, praying that God would send a young woman to
work with her. When Gladys heard this, she whispered in astonishment, “That’s me.
That’s me.”

Quickly Gladys wrote a letter to Mrs. Lawson offering to be her helper. And she
began to work harder than ever so she could get her ticket paid for. She served tables at
banquets and parties on her days off and asked everywhere for extra jobs. Finally the day
came when she pushed her last coins across the counter at the travel office and held in her
hands her precious ticket. “I’'m going to China,” she excitedly told everyone she saw. “I'm
going to China.”

It was a Saturday in October when Gladys finally got on the train for China. She

kissed her parents, her sister, and her friends goodbye and climbed into the railway car that
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was taking her on the biggest adventure of her life. She had her money tucked into her
clothes, along with her tickets and passport. She carried two suitcases. One held her
dresses and socks and shoes, and in the other she had packed food for the trip along with a
little camping stove. Tied to the handle of one of her suitcases were a teakettle and a pan.
Someone had given her a fur coat, which her mother had made into a blanket/rug to cover
herself when she slept. She looked a little silly with the items tied to her suitcase handle
and the fur rug around her shoulders but she didn’t care. She was so excited. She had

worked so long to make this day happen. She was going to China.

CLOSING:

Review Proverbs 3:5 and 6
1. How did Gladys trust God and allow Him to direct her path. (By not giving up when

she was dismissed from missionary training school, by continuing to prepare to be a
missionary—even by the unusual methods God chose)

2. How did God direct Gladys’ paths? (By allowing her to see the sign on the church
building where she found Jesus, by sending her to Sir Frances Younghusband’s
house, by giving her the information about Jeannie Lawson)

3. Has God ever surprised you by answering prayer or working in your life in ways

you didn’t expect?

PRAYER:
Close with prayer, thanking God for His power and love that motivates Him to direct our

paths and asking Him to help us trust Him.
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 2: God Protects Gladys

Lesson Objectives:
e Something to know, believe, think or understand: Children will understand that a
sovereign God watches over them and protects them.
e Something to feel: Children will feel more secure and less fearful.

e Something to do: Children will turn to God when they feel scared and will ask for
His protection.

Materials Needed:
e Poster, white board, or power point copy of Bible verses used in introduction
e Optional: Clips from The Inn of the Sixth Happiness

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Review the scripture from last week as well as the way God led Gladys in the right paths.
Allow time for children to report on how God helped them trust Him during the week.
Have the children read the following verses aloud.
The Lord will keep you safe from secret traps... Psalm 91:3a CEV
Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy! I look to you for protection.
| will hide beneath the shadow of your wings until the danger passes by. Psalm
o7l
What do these verses tell us God protects us from? (danger, secret traps)

Tonight we will hear about how God protected Gladys in a very dangerous situation from

very dangerous enemies.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Ten days after Gladys left England, the train crossed into Russia. Everyday, there
were fewer ordinary passengers and more soldiers. Gladys began to get a little concerned
as she realized she was getting close to the border between Russia and China. With so
many soldiers on the train, the fighting was evidently still happening. When the train
finally stopped, all of the soldiers jumped off and soon Gladys heard the sound of guns.
There was fighting and she was in danger and she had been foolish not to listen to the
travel agent. Fearfully Gladys gathered her belongings and got off the train. She was
going to have to walk back to Chita, the last village they had passed through. It was
miles away and the weather was freezing. The night was black when Gladys finally
stopped to rest. She heated some tea on her little camp stove and ate a small meal. Then

she wrapped herself in her fur wrap, curled up between her two suitcases, and tried to
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sleep. As she was drifting off, she heard animal noises. Could there be dogs barking in

this winter wilderness? She wondered. She later learned the sounds came from Siberian
hunting wolves. They didn’t find her. God was watching out for Gladys, protecting her
on her long trip to China.

The next morning Gladys fixed breakfast and looked at the long train track
disappearing into the distance. She wondered how far it was to Chita. She knew she
couldn’t take another Siberian night. She had to get to shelter before she slept again. All
day long Gladys trudged along the snowy track, stopping only to fix her meals and hot
drinks. When darkness came, Gladys was still walking. She was exhausted and nearly
frozen when she finally saw a little pinpoint of light shining on the rails. She struggled on
through the snow until she reached the shabby train station at the edge of the village.
Several people were camped out on the station platform, and there seemed to be nowhere
else to go so the young English woman joined them, curled up again under her fur wrap.
The next morning some Russian officials approached her and took her into the station,
which was as cold as the air outside. They looked at her passport and tried to talk with her,
but she could speak no Russian and they knew little English. They read her passport, and
didn’t recognize the word “missionary.” It looked to them like the word must be
“machinery.” Excitedly they jabbered about how Russia needed people to run machines.
There weren’t even any machines in China. She should stay in Russia and help run their
machines. She showed them her Bible and tried to make them understand that she knew
nothing about machinery. Finally a man who spoke more English was brought in. He gave
her tickets to another Russian city, and once again she boarded a train, hoping this one

would take her to China.
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The next night, Gladys arrived in a city where she would change trains, but where
she would have to spend the night. She found a hotel, and was asked to show her passport.
The man at the hotel desk studied the pages for a few minutes, then put the little booklet in
his pocket. He showed her to her room. The next day a policeman gave her a tour of the
city. She was horrified at the filthy unpaved roads, the shabby unpainted buildings and the
hungry desperate people. Another day passed, and she still wasn’t put on a train that would
take her to China. The policeman told her she needed to stay in his city and help run
machines. Again she found herself trying to explain that she was a missionary. That
second night, as she started for her room, she heard the sound of soft footsteps following
her. She looked over her shoulder and was surprised to find a young girl. The girl
whispered, “I must speak to you. It’s very important. Follow me.” Gladys followed the
Russian girl into a dark corner. “You’re in danger,” she said so softly she could hardly be
heard.

“Who are you?” Gladys asked.

It doesn’t matter. I’ve come to help you. Where’s your passport?”

”In my bag,” Gladys started to answer. Then she remembered that the man at the desk had
taken it. The girl told her she must get her passport back. The Russians were planning to
keep her to run machines in their factories, and if they did, she would never leave the
country.

“Be ready to leave at midnight,” the girl instructed. “A man will knock on your door.
Don’t talk to him. Just follow him. But first, get your passport.”

A hard knot of fear in her heart, Gladys nodded. As soon as the girl left, Gladys went to

the desk and asked for her passport. “It’s still being examined,” the hotel man told her.
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“I’1l bring it back to you this evening.” A few hours later, the man knocked on her door.
When she opened it, he held the booklet high in the air and stuck his foot in the door so it
couldn’t be closed. Her heart pounding, Gladys jumped up and snatched her passport. The
man pushed his way into the room.

”Don’t you dare come in here,” Gladys ordered.

”I’m coming in and you can’t stop me,” he grinned. “He took three steps toward her and
she jumped back, saying “God will protect me. God will protect me.” Abruptly the man
stopped, seeming puzzled, then lifted his hand again, as if to hit her. Suddenly he turned
and left the room. Gladys dived at the door and locked it behind him. Her hands
trembling, she opened her passport. The word “missionary”” had been changed to
“machinist.” She knew she was in terrible danger. She must leave Russia that night. She
hoped the girl who had warned her was honest and not just setting her up for more danger.
She would have to take the chance that the help offered was real.

Shortly after midnight Gladys heard a very soft knock on her door. A strange man
was there. Shivering with fear, she followed him down the hallway, down the stairs and
out into the night. He led her through dark streets and then she could see the outline of a
ship against the night sky. The girl who had warned her of danger stepped out from behind
some boxes, and the man slipped away. “I’m glad you came,” the girl said quietly. “See
that ship. It’s a Japanese ship and it’s leaving for Japan at dawn. You must get on it.”

“But I'm going to China.” Gladys realized it didn’t matter where the ship was
going, as long as it took her away from danger. “I’ve got no money to buy tickets,” she

remembered.
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“Find the captain of the ship,” the girl instructed. “Beg him for help. You’ve got to be
on that ship.” Gladys thanked the girl for her help, and asked if she could do anything in
return. The girl hesitated, then said, “Do you have any extra clothes?” Gladys was wearing
everything she owned in an effort to keep from freezing. Then she remembered an extra pair
of socks in her pocket. She pulled them out, stripped off her gloves and put them both in the
girl’s hands. The two young women’s hands touched for a minute, then the girl was gone.
Gladys found the ship captain, told him of her situation, and 6 hours later she was on the ship
as it slipped out of the harbor and out of Russia. Gladys thought about the girl and man who
had helped her, and wondered who they were. How did the girl know English? Why had they
risked danger themselves to protect her? She didn’t know the answers to those questions, but
she did know God had sent them to save her, and she gave thanks.

Gladys spent a few days with missionaries in Japan, and finally boarded a ship that
took her on the final part of her journey. At long last, she landed in China. China, the place
she had wanted to be for so long. She had no money; she didn’t know the language; she
hadn’t been able to finish missionary training school. But God had called her, and God had
brought her to this country, and she was thrilled to arrive. What an adventure her trip had
been, and what an adventure her life would be in this strange land!

Gladys was terribly excited when her ship finally pulled into a Chinese harbor.

Here were the country and the people to whom God had sent her. After riding a mule for
many days, she arrived in Yangcheng, the city where she would find Jeannie Lawson.
Jeannie was living in a very dirty run down inn. She had been able to rent it very cheaply
because it was in such bad shape and because the citizens of the city thought it was

haunted. Gladys was startled to see the elderly white haired missionary in the rickety old
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building. But as Jeannie described her plans, the new young missionary began to get
excited. Muleteers (men who carried supplies on mules) traveled from city to city in China
carrying things to sell, Jeannie explained. In each city, they needed an inn where they
could spend the night. She and Gladys would start a new inn, advertising warm beds,
good food, and stories. “The Chinese people love stories,” Jeannie said, “and we’ll tell
them stories from the Bible. They will learn about Jesus and have a chance to follow
Him.” So, until she learned the language and could tell stories herself, Gladys was once
again a maid. But this time she didn’t mind. After all, she had a much bigger purpose than

keeping rich people’s houses clean. She was helping people learn about God.

CLOSING:
Read again the verses which were used in the introduction.

1. How were these verses true in Gladys’ life?

2. How has God protected you? (Allow for several reports or “testimonies.”)

PRAYER:

Close with prayer asking for God’s protection and thanking Him for all the times He’s

protected all of the children.
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Lesson 3: God’s Plans Surprise Gladys

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to think, know, believe or understand: Children will understand that
because God is omniscient, He can accomplish His purpose in ways that surprise
us. He wants us to trust what He is doing.

e Something to feel: Children will feel indreased trust in God, even when life seems
hard to figure out.

e Something to do: Children will choose to pray and trust God when life seems hard
to figure out.

Materials Needed:
e Copy of verse on poster, power point or white board
e Optional DVD: Clips from The Inn of the Sixth Happiness

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and Worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Have the children read the following verse aloud.
The LORD says:

"My thoughts and my ways are not like yours. Just as the heavens are higher than the
earth, my thoughts and my ways are higher than yours.” Isaiah 55:8-9 CEV

God plans every day of our lives. Sometimes we think we can guess how His plans
will go, and sometimes we do. But often He surprises us. When that happens, we’re
reminded of the verses we just read. His ways are higher than ours, and are always best.
How have we already seen the truth of this verse in Gladys’ life? (God prepared her to be a
missionary in unusual ways.) Tonight, we’ll see that God had a VERY unusual way to
help Gladys take His message to the villages around Yangchuan, a way she would have

never guessed.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After working very hard, Jeannie and Gladys finally had the inn ready. The floors
were clean, the beds were ready, and Yang, a cook, had been hired to prepare the meals.
The women hung a pretty sign outside their new inn which read, “The Inn of Eight
Happinesses.” They were ready for business. Everyday, as mules came plodding up the
road toward the city, Gladys, Jeannie and Yang would call to them to come to their inn.
“We have no bedbugs. We have no fleas. We have good food and stories.” But not a
single mule or man slowed down to enter their inn. The women knew that many Chinese
were afraid of foreigners. How could they convince the muleteers that they were safe and
their inn was very good? Finally Jeannie had a new idea. Gladys could drag the lead mule

into their courtyard. The other mules and the muleteers would follow. Gladys was not a
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bit happy about this plan. But nothing else had worked. So she would try it. She stood in
front of the inn until she saw a mule train (a line of mules traveling together.) She ran
toward the lead mule, grabbed his ears, and began to pull him toward the gate. The mule
struggled to get free and the muleteer yelled loudly in Chinese, so there was quite a
commotion. But once the lead mule smelled the hay in the courtyard, he rushed toward it
and the other mules were happy to follow. Yang was able to calm the muleteer down, and
they had their first customer. Gladys and Jeannie treated Hse Lien, the muleteer, like a
king. He enjoyed their good food and clean inn, and he became a regular customer. When
others saw that he had not been hurt by the foreigners, they too came to the inn and soon
the beds were full every night and many were hearing the stories from God’s book.

Gladys was very happy as a missionary to China. She loved running the inn and
watching the faces of the muleteers as they heard the stories of the Bible for the first time.
She loved hearing Hse-Lien learning to read a few verses from his Chinese Bible. She
loved learning to speak Mandarin, the Chinese language the missionary training school
principal thought she was too old to learn. So it was a huge blow, only ten months after she
arrived in China, for Jeannie Lawson to die. Gladys still had so much to learn. How could
she possibly get along without Jeannie? And Jeannie’s retirement pay check which the old
lady had shared with the young missionary. Without it, how would Gladys pay the bills? It
didn’t take Gladys long to decide to trust God. He had worked in so many ways to get her
to China. Surely he could keep her here too.

Now we know God has a plan for Gladys. Let’s see if you can guess what His
plan might be? What will God do to keep Gladys in China? (Allow several children to

briefly share their guesses of what God might do. Use this opportunity to assess how well
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they are understanding that God uses many methods to accomplish His purposes. This
exercise will also create more interest in the children’s minds in discovering how God
actually did provide for Gladys. They’ll want to see if they were right, or close.) Let me
tell you what God’s amazing plan was:

One morning shortly after Jeannie’s death, Yang, the cook, rushed into the room
where Gladys was working. His face was pale and he looked frightened. “The Mandarin is
coming. Here, to our inn,” he announced, then disappeared, not to be seen again for several
hours. Quickly Gladys smoothed her hair and clothes, wishing she had time to change into
a fresh shirt. The Mandarin was a very important man, the official in charge of Yangchuan
and all of the villages around the city. Why would he be coming to The Inn of the Eight
Happinesses? Gladys ran down the stairs just in time to see him arrive. He was carried in
an elegant chair which was in the middle of a square platform. A man held each corner of
the platform, and a large group of servants and assistants traveled with the carriers of the
chair. When the crew was all gathered in the courtyard of the inn, a glossy haired man
stepped forward to help the Mandarin down from his seat. Gladys stared in amazement,
wondering what to do or say. Then she decided it might be appropriate to bow, since in
China, that was a way of showing respect. When the Mandarin didn’t respond, she bowed
again.

Finally he spoke. “For hundreds of years,” he explained, “the feet of baby girls in
our country have been bound--tied up tightly to keep them very small.” Gladys knew about
this cruel custom. She had often seen women with bound feet hobbling around in pain,
hardly able to walk, their feet as tiny as a child’s. She nodded her head. “We have

received an order from the national government that footbinding is now against the law.”
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Again Gladys nodded. “Every woman in this area has bound feet,” continued the
Mandarin. “Someone with big unbound feet will have to make inspections to be sure the
new law is being followed.” Gladys looked down at her size 3 shoes which had always
seemed so tiny in England. Was the Mandarin suggesting she should be the foot inspector?
She was very relieved when his next words were a request for help from her in finding a
woman for the job. Yes, she told him, she would be glad to write letters to all of her
missionary friends in an effort to find a person who could inspect feet.

Gladys wrote the letters she had promised, and then forgot about the foot inspector
job. She was so busy with many other things to do. Two months after his first visit, the
Mandarin and his company of servants and assistants again visited the inn. Accusingly he
looked down from his chair at the tiny missionary. “You have not found a woman for the
job I'told you about?” he asked.

“I’m still trying,” Gladys said nervously. She explained all of the reasons why the
people she contacted couldn’t take on this responsibility.

“Then you’ll have to do the job,” he said coldly. “You will have a mule to ride to
the villages where you must inspect the women’s feet in every home. Two soldiers will
travel with you for protection. And you will be paid one container of grain each day and a
little bit of money to buy vegetables.” Gladys stood up as tall as her short body could
reach, ready to indignantly refuse this order. Then God got her attention. A mule to ride as
she traveled to surrounding villages. Soldiers for protection. The right to enter every
house. What a perfect opportunity to do missionary work. “If I accept this position,” she
said to the Mandarin, “I will tell people about Jesus everywhere | go. | will try to convince

them to become Christians.”
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For a minute the Mandarin didn’t answer and Gladys was afraid he might be very
angry. Then he shrugged his shoulders. “I don’t care what you preach,” he said, “as long
as you do the job. The Central Government is very impatient.” Joyfully Gladys accepted
the job. This was a wonderful opportunity, a gift from God, and wonderful things happened
as a result.

For the next few years, Gladys was very happy. She went into hundreds of little
village homes, unwrapped the painful feet of tiny girls and aged grandmas, and told
thousands about God’s love. Many of the Chinese villagers became Christians, and dozens
of new churches were started. At the inn, Muleteers listened to the stories she told, and many
of them also became followers of Jesus. When they left the inn to travel to the next city, they
took the good news with them. And in the city of Yangcheng, people were very impressed
that Gladys worked for the Mandarin as the foot inspector, and they listened with new
interest when she told them about God. Gladys loved being a missionary. It was the
greatest. It was an awesome feeling to watch someone being born into God’s family, and she

never quit being excited when that happened.

CLOSING:
Read this lesson’s verse again.
1. How were God’s thoughts and ways higher than Gladys’ thoughts and ways in this
story?

2. How has God shown His thoughts and ways higher than your thoughts and ways?

24



PRAYER:
Pray, thanking God for using His thoughts and ways to direct each person’s life. Ask for trust

to grow in each heart.
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Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 4: Gladys Shows God’s Power to Others

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will understand that
God’s power is greater than any other power, and that God will show that power
through people who are committed to Him.

e Something to feel: Children will long to show God’s power in ways that will help
others and they will have increased trust in God to take care of them.

e Something to do: Children will choose to obey God when it seems scary.

Materials Needed:
e The Power Team, a Christian strength demonstration team
e YouTube clip (Optional DVD: Clips from The Inn of the Sixth Happiness)
e Bible verse written on poster, power point or white board

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Show a YouTube or other video clip of a body builder or other performer who does feats of
strength. The Power Team (a Christian group) has several short video clips on YouTube.
The people we just watched have lots of power and strength, don’t they? We can tell
just by looking at their muscles and the way they move their bodies. And we can certainly
tell when we see them perform. But there’s another kind of power you can’t see with your
eyes. It’s God’s power. Gladys had God’s power inside of her, but no one would have
known just by looking at her. She was a tiny little woman who didn’t look terribly
impressive. But the people who saw her in action saw that power and were amazed. Listen

to what she did in tonight’s story that was an amazing show of God’s power.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Even though being an innkeeper and foot inspector kept Gladys very busy, God sent
her some important new ministries. One was started on a sunny day when Gladys was
standing in the courtyard of the inn. A messenger rushed in waving a piece of red paper and
jabbering wildly. Unable to understand what he was saying, Gladys asked one of her helpers,

“What’s the paper for?”

”It’s an official command from the government offices,” he answered. “A riot has broken

out in the prison.”
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Gladys calmly answered, “Oh has it?”” She didn’t know what a prison riot had to do with her.

The messenger spoke again, and this time she understood him clearly.

Y ou must come at once,” he said, obviously terrified. “It’s very important.”

Gladys was astonished. What was this all about? She turned to her Chinese helper
again, and he said nervously, “When a red paper is delivered, you must do what it says.”

Gladys knew the messenger would be in big trouble if she didn’t obey. “Oh, alright,”
she responded. “I’ll go and see what all the fuss is about.” She still couldn’t imagine what
an innkeeper or foot inspector had to do with a prison riot.

When Gladys got near the prison, she could hear terrible screams coming from inside.
She realized the riot was still going on, and she began to get nervous. Why was she there?
At the prison entrance, the warden was waiting. He pointed toward the door into the prison

yard. “There’s a riot,” he said, his voice trembling. “The convicts are killing each other.”

“Well, why don’t you send in some soldiers,” Gladys answered, puzzled.

“The soldiers are too scared,” answered the warden. “You must go in and stop the fighting.”

Gladys was so shocked she couldn’t answer for a minute. This was why she had been called?

They wanted her to stop the riot?

“Are you crazy?” her answer exploded from her mind and her voice. “I can’t go in there.

They’d kill me.”
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Now it was the warden’s turn to be shocked. “But you said your God is alive and that
He lives in you. You said He is full of power and that He protects you. How could you be
killed?” Gladys began to try to think of a way to explain what she meant when she had
preached that God lived in her. But slowly she realized that if she ran away from this
challenge, the warden would never believe in God. He would think she was just saying
empty words. She needed to prove that her God was powerful, that he could do anything,
even protect her from a murderous riot.

”OK,” she answered in a shaky voice, “give me the key.” As Gladys unlocked the door to
the prison yard, she prayed frantically. “God, please protect me so the warden can see you
have power. Help me be calm enough to think. What shall I do?”

Beyond the prison yard door was a long dark hallway. In the sunny space at the end
of the hall, Gladys could see a man with a big knife attacking other prisoners. Some of them
were already bleeding. Gladys felt an amazing sense of God’s help as she marched into the
riot. “Give me that knife,” she ordered the attacker. The others looked on in amazement as
the violent man meekly handed her his weapon. Then she turned to the other prisoners, like a
school teacher with a group of naughty children. “Get in a line along the wall,” she
commanded. “You, over there. Get in line.” Quickly the prisoners formed a line, and
Gladys had a chance to get a good look at them. They were the most pitiful group of people
she had ever seen. Their clothes were rags; their bodies were thin from lack of food, sores
covered their skin, but it was the despair and pain in their eyes that touched her most. These
poor men. They looked at her waiting. “Now,” she asked, “why were you fighting? What

has you so upset?”
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Slowly the prisoners began to explain their problems. They had no food unless
relatives felt sorry for them and brought food. Some of the men ate and others were starving.
They had nothing to do all day long so they were terribly bored. They wore only rags, and in
the winter they were very cold. As the men talked, Gladys became aware that the warden
and other officials had come into the room and were standing behind her. The warden bowed
to her and said, “You have done very well. We must thank you.” Gladys knew this was her
chance. “You must improve the conditions in this jail,” she began. “The men must have
work, something to do. They’re locked in here month after month, year after year, with
nothing to do, so of course you have riots. They need jobs so they won’t be so bored and so
they can earn money for food.” The warden was astonished. He had never heard of such an
idea. He was even more amazed when Gladys insisted that there would be no punishment for
the riot. When he protested, the little missionary told him not to call her again if there was
another riot. With this threat, he gave in. There would be no punishment and she could find
some kind of jobs the men could do inside the prison walls. So Gladys added another
ministry to her busy life.

Finding a way for the prisoners to have jobs was not an easy thing to do. But Gladys
was not a person who gave up. She managed to get two weaving looms from the governor so
the men could make cloth for their own clothes and to sell for money. She found some
hutches and started a little rabbit raising business. Old equipment to use for grinding grain
into flour was donated, and the prisoners had another way to earn some cash. More
importantly, she visited the prisoners every day she was not out of the city on foot inspecting

trips. She taught them how to take good care of themselves, and she told them stories from
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the Bible. She thought of Jesus’ words, “I was in prison and you visited me,” and she knew
God was pleased with her new ministry.

The news about Gladys stopping the riot traveled fast. Soon everyone in Yangcheng
had heard about the amazing little lady with so much courage. Becoming the foot inspector
had given her some importance, but marching into the middle of a riot was truly impressive.
When she walked through the streets, people respectfully bowed as she passed. This gave her

more opportunities than ever to tell the Chinese about Jesus, and that is what she did.

CLOSING:
1. Have the children read the following verse aloud.

Some trust in chariots, others in horses,
but we trust the LoOrRD our God. Psalm 20:7 NCV

2. Before Gladys was called, what was the only power in this story the prison officials
could think of to help stop the riot? (Soldiers) What made them think Gladys could
stop the riot? How did God show His power through her?

3. How might God choose to show His power in your lives? (Standing up for what is

right when others are doing wrong is an important way kids need God’s power.)

PRAYER:

Pray, asking God to help the children show God’s power through their lives.
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Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 5: Gladys Helps Children

Lesson Objectives:
e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will understand that God
calls all of His followers to minister to others.
e Something to feel: Children will feel motivated to minister to others.
e Something to do: Children will participate in ministry to one of the six groups
described in the scripture passage for this lesson.

Materials Needed:
e Bible verses printed on poster, power point or white board
e Optional DVD clips from The Inn of the Sixth Happiness

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
When Jesus lived on earth, He told His followers that when they helped needy people, they
were really helping Him. Let’s read His words together: (You might like to have the children
read this as two groups alternating between verses.)

| was hungry, and you gave me food.

| was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink.

| was alone and away from home, and you invited me into your house.

| was without clothes, and you gave me something to wear.

I was sick, and you cared for me.

| was in prison, and you visited me.

Matthew 21:35-36 CEV

Last week Gladys did some of these things on Jesus’ list. What were they? Tonight,

we’ll hear about her doing more of them for another group of people.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

One day Gladys was on the way to see the Mardarin and give him a foot
inspection report. As she walked through the city streets, thinking about what she would
say to him, she noticed a woman sitting on the sidewalk with her feet sticking out into the
road. She wore lots of jewelry and a color of clothes Gladys had never seen in
Yangcheng. She must be from another part of the country, Gladys decided as she moved
closer. Then the missionary noticed something that horrified her. A little child was
leaning against the woman, a sickly, starving child with sores all over its body.

“Woman,” she said angrily, “is this your child?”

”What’s it to you?” the woman asked rudely. “Mind your own business.”
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“This is my business,” Gladys answered. “This child looks very sick and she is starving.”
Gladys was sure the woman was not the little girl’s mother. She remembered that she
had heard about people like this, people who abused little children and sold them. The
woman’s next words confirmed her suspicions. “Would you like her?” she asked. “You
can have her for $2.”

Gladys knew this was a cheap price, but of course the child was in such bad shape
she would probably die. “I haven’t got $2,” she answered. Besides, even though she felt

very sorry for the little girl, she didn’t want a child. What would she do with one?

The woman made her eyes squinty and hard. “You can have her for $1.50.”

“I haven’t got $1.50, either,” Gladys answered. “Anyway, I don’t want a child.” She
walked away from the woman, her cold laughter following her. This was something else
she would report to the Mandarin. As soon as she finished her foot inspection report, she
told her boss about what the awful woman had done. “What are you going to do about
this?”” she demanded. The Mandarin’s answer shocked her. Nothing would be done, he
explained, because these child sellers belonged to gangs of wicked violent people. If
anyone tried to stop their cruel activities, he would get paid back, probably killed. It was
best to not interfere. “Besides,” the Mandarin said, “this has nothing to do with you.
Ignore this woman and do not tell anyone what happened.” Gladys was terribly
disappointed in this man’s refusal to help the little child, and all the other little children
who were surely suffering.

I have to inform you,” she said, trying to control her anger, “that I came to China
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to show the love of Jesus. | will not respect customs that do not show love.” The
Mandarin was very shocked. No one ever questioned his authority or refused to obey
him. He had the power to put people in prison or even kill them if he decided to, and the
citizens of Yangcheng were afraid to disagree with him. This little missionary was very
brave. Many months later, he reminded Gladys of this conversation, and told her that his
friendship and respect for her had started when she stood up for what they both knew was
right. He was amazed at Gladys’ courage.

Gladys left the Mandarin and walked back toward the inn. When she came to the
street where she had seen the woman and little girl, they were still there. The woman
called out to Gladys, offering the child for less money, then even less. Each time Gladys
said she didn’t have enough money. Finally the woman said in frustration, “Well, how
much would you pay for her? You do want her, don’t you?” Suddenly Gladys did want
that little girl. How she would ever care for a child seemed unimportant. She reached
into her jacket pocket. “I have ninepence,” she answered. “I’ll give you this and not a
penny more.” Ninepence was very little money, but the woman accepted her offer.
Gladys took the weak skinny little girl by the hand and led her to the inn. Inside the
building, the little girl ran into a dark corner and crouched in terror. Gladys called Yang
to show him what she had done. He was horrified, but he obeyed Gladys’ instructions to
give the child some food. She snatched the bowl he put on the floor by the doorway,
and ran back to the corner to eat. For the next few months, Gladys and Yang took very
good care of the little girl, whom they called Ninepence. She grew into a strong, healthy,
delightful child who brought energy and joy to the inn, and Gladys loved being her

mother.
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One afternoon, Ninepence came running into the courtyard, her black eyes
popping with excitement, and asked if their dinner was ready. Gladys told her to run and
play and she would be called when it was time to eat. Then Ninepence asked a very
strange question.

“Mother, if I eat a little less food, would you also eat a little less?” Puzzled, but
very busy, Gladys agreed that she would. “If we put two little lesses in a bowl, we’d

have enough food for another person, wouldn’t we?”” Ninepence continued.

“Ninepence,” Gladys said sternly, “what are you up to?”

“There’s a boy outside,” Ninepence said seriously, “who doesn’t even have
anything in his bowl.” Gladys hurried through the doorway with her daughter, and
discovered a ragged child who looked much like Ninepence had when she had been
discovered. He was invited in for dinner, and he ate so hungrily Gladys knew she had to
let him stay. Slowly she learned his story. Cruel robbers had killed his father and had
stolen him and his mother from his village. After his mother died, he had been able to
escape from the kidnappers, but had nowhere to live. He roamed the streets of
Yangcheng begging for food. Gladys invited him to live at the inn, and now she had two
children to care for. The boy was nicknamed Less.

A few months after Less came to live at the inn, Gladys took the two children
with her to the river to do laundry. As she scrubbed their clothes, the kids played along
the edge of the water. Suddenly she heard them calling loudly, “Mother, mother,” and
she turned to look in their direction. They were walking toward her, each holding the

hand of a toddler, a little boy who appeared to be about two years old. Nervously Gladys
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stood up and looked around. “Where did you find him?” she demanded. “Take him back
to where he belongs right this minute.”

“We’ve looked everywhere,” Ninepence protested. “There’s no one else around.”
Gladys joined the children in their search for the toddler’s family, but there really was no
one else around. “Can we keep him?” Ninepence begged. “Certainly not,” her mother
answered. “Do you think I want to be arrested for stealing a child?” Back in
Yangcheng, Gladys reported the little child to the Mandarin’s office. He had posters put
up all over the city telling about the boy who had been found, but no one ever claimed
him. So Gladys became a mother to three children, and they called the toddler Precious
Bundle.

Once Gladys became known as someone who took in homeless children, more
kept arriving. Life became impossibly busy, with her work at the inn, the foot inspector
job, the prison ministry and now being mother to many children. But Gladys was very
happy. She loved her work, she loved China, and she knew she was doing exactly what
God wanted her to do. She especially loved influencing people to decide to follow Jesus.
Nothing was more exciting than seeing a new baby Christian being born into God’s
family. She proved the missionary training school principal had made a terrible mistake
when he thought she could never become a missionary. She was very good at what she
did because she had God’s power in her. Not only did she tell hundreds of people about
Jesus, she learned to speak the language so well that people couldn’t even tell she hadn’t
been born in China. God knew what He had created her to do, and He had not made a

mistake when He told her to be a missionary.
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CLOSING:
1. Let’s look back at the words of Jesus we read earlier, and see which of His six
instructions Gladys followed, not just in tonight’s story but in last week’s as well.
(Let the children list how Gladys followed them all.)
2. How can we participate in each of these ministries? (Work with the children to find
ways to engage in all six areas—food/drink donations, Prison Fellowship Angel Tree,
clothing drives, choir performances at children’s hospitals, etc. If possible, plan a

group effort to minister to at least one of the groups mentioned.)

PRAYER:

Close with prayer, asking God for His help in serving others.
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Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 6: God Uses Gladys to Show His Truth

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will understand that the
God of the Bible is the only true god, and that we show our relationship with Him by
the way we love others.

e Something to feel: Children will be motivated trust Jesus as the only way to God, and
to love others for Jesus’ sake.

e Something to do: Children will show kindness and compassion toward others, loving
them for Jesus’ sake.

Materials Needed:
e Bible verses printed on poster, power point or white board
e Optional DVD clips from The Inn of the Sixth Happiness
Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Have the children read the following verses aloud.

Jesus said ..., “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to (God) the Father,
except through me.” John 14.6 CEV

No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and His love is
truly in our hearts 1 John 4:12 CEV

If you love each other, everyone will know that you are my disciples. John 13:35 CEV
1. What do these verses tell us about how we can know God? (Only through Jesus)
2. How can others know God is in us? (By the way we love)
3. Gladys showed that God was living in her by the way she loved others.

Tonight, we’ll see how that love convinced someone to come to Jesus.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After many years of happy missionary work in China, Gladys began to hear
reports that worried her. Soldiers from Japan had invaded parts of China. The muleteers
brought news of cities that had been attacked. But Yangcheng was in the mountains, and
the people who lived there didn’t think the Japanese army would find them. Besides,
they had a very high and strong wall around their city. This would surely protect them
from anyone who tried to attack. On a warm spring morning, when shiny silver airplanes
flew in the skies over the city, people excitedly ran out of their houses to watch them.
They didn’t realize that these were enemy airplanes, which could not be stopped by a
strong wall. Bombs fell, and pain and destruction filled the city. Gladys grabbed her
medicine bag, and ran into the streets. Everywhere she went, she organized people to
take care of the injured, to find homes for those whose homes had been destroyed, and to

clean up the mess. Since she was the foot inspector and had stopped a prison riot, people
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respected and trusted her and did what she said. She started temporary hospitals in
temples, and she spent hours bandaging wounds, putting splints on broken legs, and
finding relatives to take care of the patients. She had Yang and other cooks fix food for
hundreds so no one went hungry. Then, from the Mandarin, she heard very troubling
news. The Japanese army was coming on foot to finish destroying Yangcheng. She and
the Mandarin knew what they must do. When the enemy came, the city must be empty.
Since Gladys had been in most of the mountain villages in her work as a foot inspector,
she knew where the citizens of Yangcheng could go. She and the Mandarin organized
the people and told them to gather whatever supplies they could carry and hurry through
the city gates to hide in the mountains beyond. A few hours later, when the Japanese
army reached the city, there was no one there.

For a week Gladys, her children, and a small group of Christians stayed in a little
village with only eight houses. The villagers loved the missionary, and were very kind and
generous to her friends. After seven days, Gladys felt she must return to the city and see what
had happened. As she got close to the walls, there were no signs that anyone was there. She
peeked through a gate, and the town was silent and empty. Still she was very cautious as she
walked into the courtyard of her inn. A gaping hole in the roof had been left by a bomb.
Carefully she made her way through the fallen wood and stone to a corner where she had
buried her important papers. Grabbing a stick, she began to dig. Suddenly there was a noise
behind her. She whirled around and saw an old man who lived in the city. Everyone knew he
was a thief and couldn’t be trusted. Gladys wondered what he was doing in Yangcheng, and
guessed he had probably returned to steal from peoples’ homes and shops. “The Japanese are

here,” he said with a sly look on his face. She didn’t believe him. He was probably just trying
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to scare her. Then an explosion shook the walls of the inn and terror filled her heart. The old
man had been telling the truth.

Gladys dropped her box and began to run. Why had she come back to the city? She
had to get out as fast as she could. As she reached the courtyard entrance, more explosions
filled the sky. She ran toward the East Gate. It was locked. She crouched down against the
strong stones of the wall and moved toward the West Gate, where a battle was in progress.
Chinese soldiers were inside the wall and Japanese soldiers hid behind rocks and trees on the
outside. She had to get past the enemy soldiers and back on the road to the mountain village.
She waited until they were paying no attention to what was behind them, and ran toward a
wheat field and to safety. Beyond the wheat field, there were two routes she could take to the
village. There was the high road, carved into a mountain, and the low road, an empty stream
bed. As she reached the two routes, she realized more Japanese soldiers might be marching
toward Yangcheng at that very minute. Which road would they take? “God, you have to help
me,” she prayed. She closed her eyes and whirled around in a circle. “Whichever road I'm
facing when I open my eyes is the one I'll take. God, please help me face the safe road.”
When Gladys opened her eyes, she was facing the high road. She had traveled only about half
a mile up the mountain when she heard noises. She threw herself flat on her stomach and
looked over the edge of the high road to the second road below. There she saw a long row of
enemy soldiers marching through the stream bed. Her heart pounding, she counted their heads.
There were five hundred of them. “Thank you God,” she whispered, “for sending me on the

safe road.”
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Back in the mountains, Gladys cleaned out a cave and set up a simple hospital. News
of the medical care she provided spread quickly, and soon she was busy nursing many who had
been injured by the war. Of course, she told each of her patients about God’s love for them.
She wrote in a letter to her mother not to try to get her out of China. “These are my people,”
she said. “God has given them to me and I will live or die with them for Him and His glory.”
Even though her work had changed very much, Gladys was still being a missionary.

One day Gladys met with the Mandarin and some of his assistants. Their lives had
been as difficult as everyone else’s and they looked stressed and sad. They ate a meal together,
and then the Mandarin said he had some news for Gladys. Many times she had told him about
Jesus’ death on the cross, and how accepting Jesus’ sacrifice was the only way to know God.
The Mandarin had gently made fun of the Bible and Christianity. He said the country of China
had been started many years before Jesus even lived on this earth and the Chinese had their
own religion. How could she think she knew the truth any more than he did? But he now had
a surprising announcement. After the dinner, he stood and began to talk. He reminded the
group of the way he had ridiculed Gladys and the Bible. Then the war started, and he saw how
Gladys trusted God in very hard times, and how God helped her. He listed the many ways she
had helped people—poor people, sick people, prisoners, and children. He couldn’t find peace
in his religion, as Gladys did by trusting God. He didn’t know anyone who cared about others
like Gladys and the Christians. He realized his religion wasn’t real, but the little missionary’s
faith was. He had been convinced by the way she loved, and had decided to become a
Christian. Around the table, there was a look of astonishment on every face. Even Gladys
could hardly believe her ears. God had shown this man the truth, and He had used her to do it.

Even in such a hard time, she was still very glad to be a missionary.
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After living in the mountain villages for many months, Gladys traveled to a mission in
the city of Tsechow. She could do missionary work there. One evening, at the end of a prayer
meeting, a young Chinese soldier stayed until most everyone had left. He cautiously handed
Gladys a scrap of paper. “It’s a message from the General,” he whispered. Gladys unfolded
the paper and read the message. The General wrote that the Japanese would soon take
Tsechow, and he had sent soldiers to take her away to safety. She quickly wrote her answer.
She would not leave. That night she slept with her clothes on, not knowing what would
happen. The next afternoon, the young soldier was back. She asked him in astonishment why
he had returned. Nervously he stammered, “The General pleads with you to come to safety.
You are in great danger. | beg you, please come with me.” Gladys thanked him for his
message, but again refused to go. That day, many were leaving the city, and she began to feel
uneasy. Had she made the right decision? By nighttime, she was exhausted and fell asleep
quickly, only to be awakened by gravel rattling the window by her bed. She stumbled to the
door and called softly, “Who’s there?”” The voice of the young soldier answered her. “I have
come to ask you to leave with us at once.” Gladys refused the third time, and then he
explained why the General was so worried about her. “The Japanese have a price on your
head.”

The young missionary tried to laugh, but the laughter stuck in her throat. “A price on
my head. What am I worth to anybody? Why would they want me?”

The soldier pulled a folded paper from his pocket. “These are being posted all over the
villages, and they’ll be in the city tomorrow. “ Gladys looked at the paper. It read, “One
hundred dollar reward paid by the Japanese army for the capture alive of any of these three

people.” One name belonged to the Mandarin of Tsechow; one to a well known businessman,
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and one was Gladys’ Chinese name. At first she thought the whole thing was ridiculous. Why
would the Japanese army be willing to pay so much for her capture? Then she realized that
desperate people would do anything for $100. Almost certainly someone would capture her for
this reward. She must leave as early as the gates were opened the next morning. Not knowing
what to do next, she picked up her Bible. It fell open to Jeremiah, chapter 49, and the words
seemed to jump off the page at her. “Run away quickly. Find a good place to hide.” She
knew this warning was from God.

The next morning Gladys crossed the mission courtyard to the gate. The gatekeeper
was looking through a tiny spyhole in the door. She told him she was leaving the city and
asked him to get her mule ready. He stepped aside and told her to look through the spyhole. It
gave her a view of the road, and when she pushed her face up to the tiny circle, she could see
Japanese soldiers marching through the front gate of the city. Suddenly this little woman who
had been so brave for so long was terrified. She ran blindly toward the back gate and raced
through it. Immediately she knew she had made a mistake. The road into the city had a long
line of marching enemy soldiers, and they could clearly see her coming through that gate.
Bullets began to whine past her face as she ran for cover. She stumbled and fell and the bullets
came closer. Quickly she pulled off her blue coat and left it in the dust behind her as she
wiggled toward a ditch. As she tumbled in, the soldiers couldn’t see her and they kept shooting

at her coat, thinking she was still lying in the dust. God had protected her again.
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CLOSING:
1. How did Glady’s faith change the Mandarin’s mind about God? (saw how she lived,
loved, helped people without fear)
2. Why would the Japanese army consider her an important and valuable enemy? (she
gave the Chinese hope and unity)
3. What are some of the ways God protected Gladys? (finding a village to hide, choosing

the right path to take, wisdom to roll in the ditch and leave her coat behind)

PRAYER:
Let’s think about how God can show His love through us. (Ask children to quietly pray,
asking God the following two questions.)
1. Can you think of someone you know who really needs love?
2. How can | show love to this person?
Close with prayer, asking God to show others His truth through each of your kids, especially

by the way they love.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 7: God’s Plans are Good

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will understand that God
has a good plan for each of their lives.

e Something to feel: Children will want to know and follow God’s plan for their lives.

e Something to do: Children will begin to think and pray about God’s plan for their lives,
and take steps to follow that plan.

Materials Needed:

e Bible verses printed on poster, power point or white board
e Optional clips from The Inn of the Sixth Happiness

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

God’s plan for Gladys was to be a missionary to China. He gave her all of the talents
and skills she needed to follow His plan. He helped her get to China, He protected her and
gave her everything she needed to follow His plan. He has plans for each one of us.

You saw me before | was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book.

Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. Psalm 139:16 NLT

For | know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 NIV

... God made us to do good works, which God planned in advance for us to live our lives
doing. Ephesians 2:10b NCV

What do these verses tell us about God and about ourselves? (God has a good plan for our
lives.)

Tonight we’ll finish Gladys’ story. We’ll hear how God helped her follow His plan until the

end of her life.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After Gladys escaped from Tsechow, it took her two days to get to Yangcheng, where
she had left her children at the inn with two kind friends. She knew what she would do. She
had heard that the Japanese had not reached the city of Siam, and that there were missionaries
there who could help her. She must take the children, now almost 100 of them, and leave this
part of China. It would be a very long and dangerous trip, and she had no money for the
journey, but she knew in her heart she must get to safety. The children were thrilled to see her.

They crowded around her laughing and chattering, unaware of the hard days which lay ahead.
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“I want you to go to bed early tonight,” she told them, “because tomorrow we are going to take
a long walk. Get up early, tie your bedding into a roll, and pack your bowl and chopsticks
inside the roll. Don’t forget.” The children excitedly scattered to their beds and Gladys left the
inn to walk through the bombed streets to the home of her old friend, the Mandarin. It was
time to say goodbye.

The Mandarin was astonished when he learned what Gladys intended to do. “But you
must cross the mountains,” he said unbelievingly, “and the Yellow River.” Gladys knew how
difficult it would be to lead nearly 100 children across the mountains and river, but what choice
did she have? She would surely be captured if she stayed, and then what would happen to her
children? “Do you have food for the trip?”” the Mandarin asked. When Gladys said she did
not, he smiled. “I have always envied the way you trust God, my friend.”

”I’ve always said ‘God will provide,”” Gladys reminded him. “And now you believe
that too.” The Mandarin said he could act for God by providing some bags of grain and two
men to carry them for part of the trip. After that, the little missionary would truly be
depending on God alone.

The first few days of the trip to Siam seemed like an adventure to the children. The
younger ones climbed rocks and chased each other, always returning to the group when Gladys
blew her whistle or when she stopped to cook grain for a meal. Sometimes, when darkness
came, they found shelter in a little mountain village or a cave. Sometimes they slept in the
cold darkness without shelter.

The day came when the grain the Mandarin had provided was all gone. Gladys’ heart
sank and fear settled into her mind. She was weak from not eating enough, trying to make the

grain last as long as possible for the children. And she was not only using lots of energy
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walking through the mountains, but she often carried a younger child. Everyone’s shoes had
worn out, and their feet were swollen and bleeding. How could they possibly make it to Sian?
Suddenly two of the older boys, who had been scouting out the way ahead, came running back
to the group. “Men,” they shouted. “Soldiers.” Gladys froze in panic. Then she saw the
uniforms. They were Chinese soldiers. Relief filled her heart. The men cooked a big meal
and the children stuffed themselves. Even Gladys ate till she was full. It was hard to tell the
soldiers goodbye the next morning.

After many days of travel, Gladys and the children came to the Yellow River. It was
huge—very deep and very wide. How would they ever get across? “Where are the boats?”
asked one of the older girls. Gladys didn’t know. For three days they sat on the banks of the
river, and no boats passed by. They were hungry and in despair. On the fourth day, one of the
older girls said to her mother, “Remember how you used to tell us about Moses taking the
children across the Red Sea? God moved the waters so they could get across. Why doesn’t He
move the waters for us?”

I am not Moses,” Gladys said wearily.

“But God is still God,” the girl answered. Together the weak woman and the trusting
child prayed. Later that day a group of Chinese soldiers found the discouraged children and
the missionary huddled on the river banks. Curious and very surprised, the soldiers agreed to
ferry this strange family across the water. They could tell that Gladys was a foreigner, even
though she spoke excellent Chinese. What were she and nearly 100 raggedy children doing in
such a dangerous and deserted place?

Once on the other side of the river, Gladys and the children walked to a town several

miles away. There they found a refugee center where they were given food and a warm
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welcome—until a policeman arrived. “I understand,” he said to the tired woman, “that you
have just crossed the Yellow River.” She agreed that she had, adding that soldiers had
provided the boats, and he announced that she was under arrest. “You could not have crossed
the Yellow River,” he declared.

Under arrest? Gladys was bewildered. “But what for?”

“The Yellow River is closed,” the policeman declared. “You could not have met
soldiers who traveled the river.” He showed her an important looking government paper that
said no one could cross the river. It was dated five days earlier.

“So that’s why there were no boats for three days,” Gladys exclaimed.

”Then you admit you did commit this crime.” Gladys could see that the bossy
policeman was very glad to have a crime to investigate. “Of course,” she said. “Did you
expect me to just sit on the other side until Japanese soldiers found us?” The policemen again
announced she was under arrest. “Then you’ll have to arrest all of these children too,” she
warned.

Oh my. The policemen worriedly looked at all the children. He hadn’t thought about
what he would do with them. Gladys suggested that he let them all sleep at the refugee center
and she would come to the police station the next morning to be questioned. The next day at
the police station, she left the children outside while she met with the men who would try to
figure out what to do with her. The kids began to be afraid that something bad would happen
to her, and they decided to try to rescue their mother. Standing just outside the door, they
began to chant in unison, “Let her out. Let her out. Let her out.” The policeman in charge

smiled and Gladys could see he wasn’t as silly as the one who had arrested her. “I think I can
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help you,” he said. “Every morning a train leaves our town and travels toward Siam. Let’s get
you on that train.”

“But I have no money for tickets,” Gladys protested.

The man looked at her seriously. “We are at war,” he said. “No one is expected to have
tickets.”

That night Gladys explained what a train was like, and the children were so excited to
learn they would ride one the next day. When morning came, she lined them up on the
platform along the track, and they watched in anticipation for the sight and sound of the train.
And then it came, hissing and roaring and sounding like nothing they had ever heard before. In
terror, the entire group of children went racing off the platform and in all directions, desperate
to get away from this awful monster. When it finally stopped, the older ones, ashamed that
they had run away, helped Gladys find all of the little kids, and they all piled into one of the
cars and found their seats. For four days they rode across the unfamiliar countryside and even
here they could see the signs of war.

More walking, more train rides, and many more days passed before Gladys and her
children reached Siam. By then, the lack of food, the days of exhaustion, and the nights of
sleeping in the cold had worn down her body. She was put in a hospital where she could get
well. But her children were safe. She was glad.

After she was well enough to travel, Gladys went back to England to finish getting
well. While she was there, a book was written about her life, a television show was produced
about her adventures, and she was invited to speak in churches all over her country. People
were amazed when they heard about her experiences, and she became a celebrity. But she

didn’t want to be a celebrity; she was a missionary and she couldn’t wait to go back to China.
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However, China had become closed to foreigners and she was not allowed back in. So she
went to Formosa, which had once been a part of China, and she started an orphanage. That is
where Gladys lived the rest of her days. Sometimes, when she was an old lady, she would
think about how she started out as a maid and housekeeper, and how God had taken her on

such a rich and exciting journey as a missionary. She had had a wonderful life.

CLOSING:
1. How did God let Gladys know that He wanted her to be a missionary to China? (She
heard missionaries from China speak and gradually sensed God was calling her there.)
2. How did God confirm (give her more clues or evidence) that He was leading her? (He
helped her get a job in the home of Sir Frances Younghusband; he provided Jeannie
Lawson and many other ways of assisting her.)
3. God might have already talked to some of you about what His plan is for your life. Do

any of you want to tell about what God has been saying to you?

PRAYER:

Close with prayer, asking God to help all of the kids faithfully follow His plan.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 8: God Knows Everything. He’s Omniscient.

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will believe that God is
omniscient, that He knows everything about us and loves us anyway, and that He
can provide guidance for our futures.

e Something to feel: Children will grow in their trust in a God who knows the future.

e Something to do: Children will be quick to confess sin to God, will turn to Him in
prayer for guidance, and will consciously choose not to worry about the future.

Materials Needed:
e Bible verses printed on poster, power point or white board
e Several large pictures if you choose to do Activity 3
Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Did you know | know everything? | can read your minds and predict what you will do.
Would you like for me to prove it? (Of course, the kids will expect you to prove your
amazing powers. Use one or more of the following fun activities to demonstrate your
omniscience.)

Activity 1:

Tell the kids you will leave the room and one of them may pick a color. It may be any
color he/she wants. Leave the room and have a leader let one of the kids select the color
(or do this through group consensus.) The leader needs to make sure the kids know he/she
isn’t influencing the choice and that the color can be anyone they choose. Have a child call
you back into the room and the leader will ask you if several colors are the ones that were
chosen. (Was it red? Was it yellow?) You will answer “No” until the leader says, “Was it
black?” The chosen color is the one after black. If the chosen color happens to be black,
the leader should ask, “Was it bright green?” Using the adjective “bright” is your cue that
the next color will be black and that it was chosen.

Activity 2:

Have the kids sit in a circle on the floor. Tell them you will leave the room and one of
them will be chosen for you to identify. After they’ve chosen a child, you will be called to
reenter the room. The leader should sit exactly like the child chosen—Ilegs crossed, head
tilted, whatever position the chosen child exhibits. You may need to watch for a time (in
case several kids are in similar positions), so the chosen kid can change positions and the

leader copy his/her movements. Those are your cues to determine which child to identify.
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Be sure to look intently at many children to give the illusion that something about each one
gives you information, and to make your glances at the leader less obvious.

Activity 3:

Have a group of large pictures on display. Tell the children you can tell which one they
select when you are not in the room. Leave the room while they make their selection.
Reenter the room and look intently at the pictures. These need to be large enough that you
can clearly stand in front of each one and that there will be no confusion over which one
you’re standing in front of. The leader should give a little sniff when you stand in front of
the chosen picture. This should be done in a very subtle and natural way, so it won’t be
obvious to the children. Of course, you’re able to tell which picture was chosen by the
sniff.

The kids will, of course, want to know how you could read their minds. Explain how the
trick(s) were done.

As you can see, I couldn’t really read your minds. I don’t know what you’re thinking and I
certainly can’t predict what you’ll do. But, did you know that God can? He knows
everything, including what we’re thinking, and He knows what will happen in the future.
The word that describes this characteristic of God is omniscience. No one but God is
omniscient. Let’s look at some Bible stories and verses that show us God knows
everything. (Select two of the following stories or passages to read and discuss. Older
children could benefit from using the Prophecies of Jesus’ Life and Death chart. References
are given with the stories, and they are formatted in such a way that you may have kids
look up the verses and read them aloud if you wish. Or you could print the manuscript and

use it for readers’ theatre.)
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TEACHING TIME STORY:

(Choose one or two of these examples to share)

#1 Prophecies of Jesus’ Life and Death

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, lived on this earth, and died, God told prophets it

would happen. They wrote hundreds of prophecies about Him. Here are some of the

details that the prophets wrote and then the way the prophecies came true.

Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.

“Bethlehem..you are one of the smallest towns
But the Lord will choose one of your people to

“...Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehen|

rule....” Micah 5:2

in Judea.” Luke 2:1

Jesus would be a descendant of King David.

“I promise that the time will come when I will
appoint a king from the family of David...”
Jeremiah 33:15a CEV

“The Lord God will make Him King, as His
ancestor David was.” Luke 1:32b CEV

One of Jesus close friends would turn against
Him.

“My most trusted friend has turned against
me, even though he ate at my table.” Psalm
41:9 CEV

“While Jesus and the 12 disciples were eating
together..., He said, ‘The one who

will betray me is now eating with me.” Mark
14:18 CEV

Judas said, “Arrest the man I greet with a
kiss.” Mark 14:44 CEV

Judas said, “Arrest the man I greet with a
kiss.” Mark 14:44 CEV

Jesus would be given a sour drink when He
was on the cross.

“...they offer me sour wine for my thirst.”
Psalm 69:21 NLT

“There they mixed wine with bitter spices and
gave it to Jesus to drink.” Matthew 37:24
NIrv

Soldiers gambled for Jesus’ clothes.

“My enemies ...divide my clothes among
themselves and throw dice for my garments.”
Psalm 22:17-18 NLT

“When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they
divided His clothes among the four of them.
They also took His robe, but it was seamless,
woven in one piece from the top. So they said,
‘Let’s not tear it but throw dice to see who get
it.” John 19:23-24 NLT
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Jesus would come into Jerusalem riding a Read the story in Matthew 21:1-11
donkey.

“Everyone in Jerusalem will celebrate....You
King....is coming to you. He is humble and
rides a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9

Jesus would be buried in a rich man’s tomb. | “...a rich disciple named Joseph....asked for
“...He was buried in a tomb...of rich people.’| Jesus body...then Joseph put the body in his
Isaiah 53:9 own tomb.” Matthew 27:57, 58 & 60 CEV

#2 Jesus Told Peter What Would Happen on the Night of His Arrest

The night of Jesus’ last supper with His followers shows He knew what would happen in
the future. He explained that He was going to die. And He told the disciples how they
would respond.

“During this very night,” He said, “all of you will reject me...” Peter was indignant.
“Even if the others reject you,” He declared, “I never will.” Matthew 26:31 & 33

Jesus answered, “l promise you that before a rooster crows tonight, you will say three
times that you don’t even know me.” But Peter said, “Even if I have to die with you, I will
never say I don’t know you.” Matthew 26:35

After Jesus was arrested, He was taken to the high priest’s house where He was accused
and questioned. Peter was terrified and watched from a distance. A servant girl came up
to him and said, “You were with Jesus.” Peter answered,’ That isn’t so. [ don’t know what
you 're talking about.” Matthew 26:69-70

Another servant girl saw Peter later, and said to some other people, “This man was with

Jesus.” Peter denied it, and answered, “I don’t even know the man.” Matthew 26:71-72

A little while later some other people approached Peter and said, “We know you are one of
them. We can tell because you talk like someone from Galilee.” Peter began to swear and
said again, “I don’t even know the man.” Matthew 26:73-74

Right then a rooster crowed, and Peter remembered what Jesus had said. Matthew 26:74
Taken from CEV
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#3 The Bible Tells Us God is Omniscient.
(This is a good passage to read responsively.)

! Lord, you have seen what is in my heart. You know all about me.

2 You know when 1 sit down and when I get up. You know what I'm thinking even though you
are far away.

% You know when I go out to work and when I come back home. You know exactly how I live.
* Lord, even before | speak a word, you know all about it.

®You are all around me. You are behind me and in front of me. You hold me in your power.

® I'm amazed at how well you know me. It's more than | can understand. Psalm 139:1-6 NIrV

The Lord gave each of us a mind, and nothing we do can be hidden from Him. Psalm 33:15 CEV

He knows about everyone, everywhere. Everything about us is bare and wide open to the
all-seeing eyes of our living God; nothing can be hidden from Him to whom we must
explain all that we have done. Hebrews 4:13 NLT

#4 The Samaritan Woman and Jesus

Jesus and His disciples were on a walking trip through Samaria. The Jews from Jesus home
country and the Samaritans didn’t like each other. At noon time, Jesus sat down by a well to rest
while His disciples went into town to get food. A Samaritan woman came to get water. In Jesus
culture, men didn’t talk to women in public, and Jews didn’t talk to Samaritans. So the woman
was very surprised when Jesus asked her for a drink. John 4:6-9

She said, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink of
water when Jews and Samaritans won 't have anything to do with each other?” John 4:9

Jesus gave her a surprising answer. “You don’t know what God wants to give you and you don’t
know who is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would ask me for the water that gives

life....Everyone who drinks of this water will get thirsty again. The water I give...gives eternal
life.” John 4:10

The woman answered, “Sir, please give me a drink of that water. Then I won't get thirsty and
have to come to the well again.” John 4:15

Jesus told her to go and get her husband. When she told Him she didn 't have a husband, He
replied, “That’s right...You have been married five times and the man you 're living with isn’t
your husband.” The woman was shocked. How did this man know this about her? She’d never
even seen Him before. She said, “I can see you are a prophet.” John 4:19

Jesus explained that He was God'’s son. The woman left her water jar and ran back to town

where she said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done.”
Many people came to see Jesus and they believed in Him. John 4:28 and 39
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CLOSING:
Use the following discussion questions to help the children make application to their lives of the
truth of God’s omniscience.
1. What did Jesus know in this verse/story that shows His omniscience?
2. How does God’s omniscience affect you and me? Guide discussion to these three
conclusions:
1) We can’t hide our sin from God; we should confess all of it to Him.
2) We can trust God to take care of us since He knows the future.

3) We should obey God since He knows everything that will happen and we don’t.

PRAYER:

Close with prayer, asking God to help the kids obey and trust Him.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 9: God is Omnipotent

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will understand and believe
that God knows everything.

e Something to feel: Children will feel increased trust in God because He is omniscient.

e Something to do: Children will choose to trust God with things they don’t understand
and with the future.

Materials Needed:

e Two cups: One must be opaque and should have a dry sponge (cut to fit) wedged into the
bottom and an ice cube on top of the sponge. The other cup should have a small amount
of water, about ¥ cup, in it.

e Bible verses printed on poster, power point or white board, or Bibles for kids to read from
e Optional: Jesus Film from Campus Crusade or other video (See explanation below.)

Suggested schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Last week, I told you I knew everything. Of course, you discovered I didn’t. This week,
| want you to know | can do anything. | have great power. Do you want to see me prove it? (Do
the following two illusions or any which show your strength and power.)

Invite a kid (or large strong looking adult) to help you with this strength test. Have the
helper place his/her two fists, side by side, held tightly together, arms extended, and tell him/her
you can separate them with just one finger of each hand. Slice your two pointers through the air
in opposite directions, each finger striking a fist, and you can move the two fists apart. (Do this
several times to convince the volunteer that he/she isn’t strong enough to keep you from
succeeding.) Now, have the volunteer try the same thing on you and he/she won’t be able to
separate your fists. The trick is that you insert the thumb of one hand into the opposite fist
(without it being seen, of course). This will hold your fists in place when the volunteer tries to
separate them.

Tell the kids you can instantly turn water into ice. Pick up the two cups. Slowly pour the
water from the first cup into the opaque cup which has a sponge and an ice cube in it. (To pour
slowly is a bit more dramatic, and it allows time for the sponge to absorb the water.) When the
water has been emptied from the first cup, tilt the second cup so the ice cube drops into your
hand. The water will have been absorbed by the sponge, so it will appear that the water has
become ice.

Of course, you know I can’t do anything and everything. You probably know I can’t
even do what it looked like I just did. Would you like to know how I performed the two tricks?
(Explain the tricks.) But, God really can do anything. He doesn’t use illusions, or tricks, but His

great power. The word that describes this characteristic of God’s is omnipotence. Only God is
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omnipotent. Listen to (or let’s read) some verses that tell us about God’s great power.
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Ephesians 6:10 NIV
May God be praised for ever and ever! He is wise and powerful. Daniel 2:20 NIrV

God will strengthen you with His own great power so that you will not give up when troubles
come, but you will be patient. Colossians 1:11 NCV

Nothing is impossible with God. Luke 1:37 NIrV

God is able to do far more than we could ever ask for or imagine. He does everything by His
power that is working in us. Ephesians 3:20 NIrV

The Lord made the earth by His power. Jeremiah 51:15 CEV

TEACHING TIME STORY:

(The recommendation for this part of the lesson is to use a video of a Bible story which shows
God’s power as manifested in Jesus. The Jesus film from Campus Crusade has several of Jesus’
miracles very well dramatized, including healings, feeding the 5,000 and the storm being
stopped. If you prefer a storytelling option, one is provided below.)

Jesus was exhausted. All day long He had been teaching people about God. Now it was
evening, and He and His disciples got into a boat. They decided to cross Lake Galilee. Maybe
on the other side, Jesus could get some rest. The tired teacher went to the back of the boat and
found a pillow. He stretched out His weary body, and before long, He was asleep.

As the boat reached the middle of the lake, a terrible storm blew in. The wind became
very strong and tossed the boat like it was a small toy. The waves crashed and splashed water
over the sides, and it began to get heavier and heavier. It was obvious it would soon sink. The
disciples were in a panic. They hated to awaken Jesus, but they would all drown if something

didn’t happen soon. They had seen Jesus do some very amazing things, and they hoped He
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would have some ideas about how they could save their lives. They looked at Him still sleeping
soundly and wondered how He could stay asleep in such a terrible storm. The moved to where
their teacher lay, and shook Him awake. “Teacher,” they shouted over the loud wind, “don’t you
care that we’re about to drown?”

Jesus shook himself awake and saw why His disciples were so scared. It really was an
awful storm. What He did next surprised them very much. He stood up, and spoke to the wind
and the waves. “Be quiet,” He ordered. “Settle down and be still.” Right before the disciples’
eyes, the water became as smooth as glass and the wind immediately quit blowing. Then Jesus
turned to His amazed friends. Imagine how big their eyes must have been. “Why were you so
afraid?” He asked. “Don’t you have any faith?”

Now the disciples had seen Jesus do other miracles. They had watched Him heal many
people. They had once seen a man with a crippled hand. When Jesus told him to stretch out his
hand, it became normal. A man with a terrible disease called leprosy said to Jesus, “If you want
to, you could make me well.” Jesus had answered, “I want to.” Then He just touched the man,
and he was healed. Once, the disciples were with Jesus when many people were crowded around
Him very tightly. A sick man had been carried by his friends to the house where Jesus was
teaching, and when they saw they couldn’t get close to Him, they took part of the roof off the
house and lowered the man right down in front of Him. Jesus healed that man and he was able to
walk out of the house instead of having to be carried. So the disciples knew Jesus could do
amazing things. But telling a storm to be quiet? And having the storm do what He said? For
some reason, this seemed more amazing to them than the healing. They couldn’t believe their
eyes. The Bible says they were more afraid than ever and said to each other, “Who is this? Even

the wind and waves obey Him.”
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After the day the storm was stopped, the disciples saw Jesus do many more miracles. They saw
Him feed thousands of people with one small lunch, order evil spirits to go away, walk on water,
heal many more people, and even bring dead people back to life. They finally realized He had
the power to do anything. When He came back to life after dying on the cross, they knew for
sure that their teacher wasn’t just an amazing human being. They were convinced He was God’s
son, and He was also God. He still has power to do anything, just like He did when He lived on
earth. Since He knows everything, and can do anything, the only smart thing for us to do is to

trust Him and obey what He says.

CLOSING:
1. Can you think of any other Bible stories that show us God’s power? (Make a list.)
2. How can we show God that we trust His power to work in us? (By obeying Him, by

letting Him change us, by refusing to worry, etc.)

PRAYER:

Close in prayer, asking God to use His power to meet needs your kids have and affirming your

trust in Him.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 10: God Shows His Omnipotence

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, believe, understand or think: Children will understand that God uses
His power to do amazing things, one of which is change our hearts and making us willing
to obey.

e Something to feel: Children will want God to work in their hearts.

e Something to do: Children will ask God to remove any reluctance to obey Him and will
request His help in doing what He asks. They will be obedient, relying on His help.

Materials Needed:

e Barbells or other heavy object for introduction

e Bible verses printed on poster, power point or white board—for closing
Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 10 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

What 2 characteristics of God have we learned about the last two weeks? (God’s
omniscience—or God knows everything and God’s omnipotence—or God can do anything.)
Tonight we’ll learn some more about God’s power, especially in the life of one of His followers,
Moses. We’ll hear about some amazing things God did. And we’ll see that God used Moses to
do something he could never have done by himself, something scary and hard. But God
promised to help Moses as long as Moses did his part.

Let’s illustrate the way God and Moses worked together.

(Select a volunteer to help you. Ask the volunteer to lift the barbells or other heavy object. Of
course he/she can’t do this by him/herself. Then you stand beside the volunteer and do part of
the lifting. Together you can do it.)

What you just saw gives us kind of a picture of how God helps us with His strength. But
He also asks us to do what we can do. He knows we can’t do many things by ourselves, but He

is so happy to help us if we ask, and if we do our part.

TEACHING TIME STORY:
(Unless otherwise marked, this story is taken from Exodus 2 and 3.)

Moses had an amazing life. When he was a little boy, he was adopted by the daughter of
the Pharaoh (or king) of Egypt. He’d grown up in the palace and many great things had
happened to him. For one, he got a great education. The Bible says he was educated in all of the
learning of the Egyptians. He was famous and very handsome. He got to do all the fun things
rich people could afford to do. Best of all, before he was adopted by the princess, he lived with

his real parents and they taught him to follow God.
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Even though he grew up in the palace, Moses had some difficult things in his life too.

His real parents were slaves, and their lives were very hard. Of course, this made Moses sad.
Sometimes he would go to Goshen, the part of Egypt where they lived, and there he would see
how badly his family and other Hebrews were treated. They were forced to build big cities with
not enough supplies. When they didn’t work fast enough, they were cruelly whipped. This
really upset Moses. When he became an adult, he made a very difficult decision. The Bible says
“his faith made him refuse to be called the king’s grandson. He chose to be mistreated with
God’s people instead of having the good time that sin could bring for a little while.” Hebrews
11:24-25 CEV This was an incredibly brave thing for Moses to do. But he had a good reason to
make this choice. In the book of Hebrews we read, “Moses knew that the treasures of Egypt
were not as wonderful as what he would receive from suffering for the Messiah, and he looked
forward to his reward....Moses had seen the invisible God and he wasn’t afraid of the king’s
anger.” Hebrews 11:26-27 CEV What a wise choice Moses made—to pick what would last
forever instead of what would only last for a little while.

One day, as Moses walked through Goshen, he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew. He
became so angry, he did something very bad. He killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the
sand. He thought no one had seen him, but the next day he saw two Hebrews fighting. He
scolded them, saying, “Why are you beating up one of your own people?” The man didn’t like
Moses telling him what to do, and he asked, “Who put you in charge? Are you planning to kill
Me just like you killed the Egyptian?”

Moses was terrified when he was asked this question. He thought his sin was hidden, and
now he realized other people knew about it. Before long, the king found out what Moses had

done, and he was really, really mad, so mad he wanted to kill his adopted grandson. Moses knew
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he had to escape. He left everything and everyone behind, and ran away from Egypt into the
desert. Now he was all alone. He knew no one who lived in the desert. He didn’t have a job.
He had no place to live. He had no food. It must have been very scary.

One day, Moses rested beside a well in the desert. Seven sisters, daughters of a man
named Jethro, came to water their father’s sheep and goats. Some selfish shepherds tried to
chase the girls away and keep them from getting the water they needed. Moses didn’t like this,
and he stood up for the girls. He helped them get water for their animals. Because of his help,
they got their chores done early. Jethro was surprised to see them home so soon and he asked
what had happened. “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds, and he even watered our
goats,” they explained. “Where is he?” Jethro scolded. This kind stranger should have been
rewarded in some way. “Go find him and invite him home for dinner.”

Moses was so glad to be invited to eat with Jethro’s family and to have some new friends.
He had surely been very lonely since leaving Egypt. He stayed with this family, fell in love with
one of the daughters who was named Zipporah, and married her. Now he had a new family.

And a new job. He became a shepherd for his wife’s dad.

For the next 40 years, Moses lived in the desert. He spent his days taking care of sheep
under the hot desert sun. He must have wondered many times how his mom and dad were doing.
He surely wished to know what had happened to his sister, Miriam, and his brother, Aaron. Were
they married? Did they have children? Was life still very hard for his people? And he must have
wished so much that he had never let his anger get so out of control that he killed a man. What
horrible guilt he felt for doing this. What if he had not killed the man and had been able to stay in
Egypt? Would he have been able to help his people get free? Could he have used his influence

and his education to make their lives better?
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One day, as Moses sat watching his sheep, he noticed something quite strange. A bush
was burning. This wasn’t so strange in the hot desert. The thing that puzzled Moses was that the
bush burned and burned and burned, but did not burn up. He got to his feet and walked toward
the fire to try to figure out what was happening. As he got close to the bush, a voice called his
name. “Moses,” the voice said. It was the voice of God. Trembling, Moses answered, “Here I
am.” Then God instructed him to not come any closer. “Take off your shoes,” God said,
“because the ground you are standing on is holy.” The ground by the bush was like any other
ground. What made it holy was that God was there. It was He who was causing the bush to be
on fire, but not burn up. He wanted Moses’ attention. “I am the God who was worshipped by
your ancestors,” God continued. Moses was afraid to look and he hid his face. His heart
pounding, he kept listening to the voice. God’s next words must have filled Moses with
excitement and joy. “I have seen how my people are suffering as slaves in Egypt. | have heard
them beg for my help because of the way they are mistreated....I have come down to rescue
them from the Egyptians. I will bring them out of Egypt into a good land.” Moses was ready to
jump up and down and dance with happiness. What wonderful news. God was going to rescue
his people. Then a surprise. “I am going to rescue them,” God had said, “and I am sending you
to lead my people out of slavery?”

Sending me? Moses couldn’t believe his ears. He’d once been an important man, a man
with influence. But he’d lived in the desert and had herded sheep for forty years. He couldn’t do
this job. “I can’t do this,” he protested. “What if the people don’t believe me?”

”What’s in your hand?” asked God. Moses answered that he was holding his walking stick.
“Throw it down,” God said. Moses obeyed and the stick became a snake. Terrified, Moses

jumped back. He knew snakes in the desert were dangerous. Then God scared him even more
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when He said, “Pick it up by the tail.” But Moses obeyed and the snake turned back into a
walking stick. God explained that He would do this miracle again once Moses got to Egypt so
the Hebrew people would understand that God had sent him to rescue them.

Moses was still scared to do what God had asked, so he thought of another excuse. “I’ve
never been a good speaker,” he explained. “I can never think of what to say.” God was shocked
at this weak excuse. “Who makes people able to speak or unable to speak?” he asked. “Who
gives sight? 1do, and [ am able to give you the words to say.”

Moses’ two excuses hadn’t worked. He couldn’t think of anymore excuses, so he just
said, “God, please send someone else.” God was pretty upset with Moses. This man was being
given a chance to save his people, to help his family and others he loved. He was being asked to
free the Hebrews from the awful life of slavery. He was being handed an opportunity to make a
huge difference in the lives of 2-3 million people. And he didn’t want to do it. But God also
understood that Moses felt insecure and unimportant. And He knew that Moses thought his own
life might still be in danger. So He said, “What about your brother, Aaron? He is already on his
way to visit you. I will tell him to help you.” God also gave Moses some good news. All the

people who wanted to kill Moses were dead. His life was not still in danger. So Moses agreed to

go.
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CLOSING:

Let’s read some Bible verses that remind us of God’s power to help us obey. (Have the
children read the following verses together.)
God is working in you to make you willing and able to obey Him. Philippians 2:13 CEV

| can do all things through Him who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13

1. How were these verses true in Moses’ life?
2. Can you think of a time God helped you become willing to obey Him when at first you didn’t
want to?

3. Can you think of a time God helped you do something hard?

PRAYER:

Close with prayer, asking God for His help in obeying Him and trusting Him to help each of the

kids.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 11: God Shows His Omnipotence

Lesson Objectives:
e Something to know, believe, understand or think: Children will understand that God uses
His followers to do His work, especially the work of helping and serving others.

e Something to feel: Children will be motivated to serve.

e Something to do: Children will grow in their expressions of sensitivity to needy people,
and will find ways to serve others.

Materials Needed:

e Bible verses printed on poster, power point or white board

Suggested schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Last week we talked about God’s power to help us do something which is hard or scary.
This week, we’ll be reminded that God gives us power to help others. Do you remember some
of the things God used Gladys Aylward to do that helped others? (prison ministry, adopting
children, foot inspecting, etc.) When God chooses to rescue hurting people, He usually uses
one of His followers. Remember, when He called Moses, He said, “I have seen the suffering of

my people and | am going to rescue them. I’m sending you.” God sends us to help and rescue

others too. And like He promised Moses, He promises to use His power to help us.
Let’s read together some verses that teach us that God wants us to help others.

Be fair to the poor and to orphans. Defend the helpless and everyone in need. Rescue
the weak and homeless .... Psalm 82:3-4 CEV

If you feed those who are hungry and take care of the needs of those who are troubled, then your
light will shine in the darkness, and you will be bright like sunshine at noon. Isaiah 58:10 NCV

Jesus said..., "When you give a lunch or a dinner, don't invite only your friends, your family,
your other relatives, and your rich neighbors. At another time they will invite you to eat with
them, and you will be repaid. ** Instead, when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the blind. Luke 14:12-13 NCV

Listen to how God used a 10 year old girl in Marion, Indiana to help meet the needs of a
boy in India. In Kids’ Church, Faith had heard the story of George Mueller. God used Mr.
Mueller to rescue hundreds of orphans and very poor children. As she listened to this story,
Faith heard God asking her to care for needy children too. She could have thought, “I’m just a
kid. This is too big of a job. I can’t do anything about orphans.” She could have said, like
Moses, “I can’t do that. Send someone else.” But she didn’t. She believed God would help her.
She asked her dad to find a ministry that allowed people to sponsor needy kids. He found one

that required $22 a month. When Faith told her dad what God had been talking to her about, he

said, “You need to pray and ask God to show you where you’ll get the money.” So Faith prayed.
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God helped her get a job doing errands for an elderly neighbor. Now Faith uses the money she
earns to sponsor a poor boy in India.

Moses was called by God to rescue his people—something he didn’t think he could do.
But God reminded him that he didn’t have to do it alone. God would help, and He would allow
brother Aaron to help to. Aaron was on his way to see Moses when we left the two men last

week.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Moses and Aaron met at a mountain. It had been so long since they had last been
together. They greeted each other warmly, then Moses gave Aaron the wonderful news. “God
has seen the suffering of our people. He has heard their cries and He is going to rescue them,
using us to do it.” Aaron must have been jumping up and down with joy, and maybe a little
surprise. God was going to use him and Moses to do what seemed impossible. Then Moses
explained to his big brother what they were to say and what miracles God would perform to
convince people their message was for real. The two men traveled back to the land Moses had
left forty years before. How strange it must have seemed for him to be back in Egypt, and to see
pyramids and cities instead of desert animals and sand. How wonderful it must have been for
him to greet relatives and friends he hadn’t seen for so long. Then Aaron called all of the
Hebrew slaves together, and he gave them the wonderful news. God was going to end their
suffering and take them to freedom in a new land. They bowed down and gave thanks to God for
this blessing.

Finally the time came for Aaron and Moses to deliver God’s message to the king. This

was what Moses dreaded. He knew the king was a cruel and selfish man who would not be
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happy to lose all of those slaves. The two brothers entered the palace, their hearts pounding with
fear. When they stood before the king, they spoke the words God had given them. “Let my
people go into the desert where they will have a celebration to honor our God.” As expected, the
king was furious. “Who is this God?” he roared. “And why should I obey Him?”

Moses and Aaron explained how God had spoken through the burning bush, and they
warned of the consequences the king would face if he didn’t obey. He was not scared. Instead,
he said, “Moses and Aaron, why are you keeping the people from working?” He said that their
meeting with the slaves had taken them away from their jobs. He called the slave bosses and
told them to make the work much harder and the punishments for not getting the work done
much harsher. The Hebrew people were very upset, blaming Moses and Aaron for their troubles.
“We hope God will punish both of you,” they said, “for making our lives so much harder.”

Moses was very upset too. He was mad at God. “Why have you brought so much
trouble on my people?” he asked. “Ever since you told me to speak to the king, he has caused
nothing but trouble....and you have not done one thing to help.” God promised that soon He
would show His might power and the people would go free. When Moses gave this message to
the people, they were too discouraged and mistreated to believe it.

Once again, God sent Moses and Aaron to speak to the king. God told them to do the
same miracles He had shown Moses in the desert, including turning their walking sticks into
snakes. Just as God had said would happen, the king continued to be stubborn. When he refused
to let the people go, Moses told him what punishment God would send. “The water in the big
Nile River will turn to blood,” he warned. The fish will all die, the river will smell terrible, and
your people will have nothing to drink.” The king didn’t care. His people had to dig wells to

find clean water, but he was not worried about his people. He would not obey.
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Back to the palace went Moses and Aaron again. “Because you did not obey God,” they
told the king, “He will send frogs to completely cover your land. They will fill the river; they
will spread into your palace, even into your bedroom and your bed. They will crawl into ovens
and into bowls of bread dough. All of your people will have frogs crawling all over them.” That
is what happened, and it was awful, so awful the king called the two men to the palace and said
he would let the Hebrews leave Egypt if only the frogs would disappear. Moses and Aaron
asked God to take away the frogs and they all died. Stinking dead frogs were piled everywhere
to remind the king that God had the power to make his life miserable if he didn’t obey.

As soon as the frogs had died, the king went back on his promise. The people could not
leave after all, he decided. So God had to send another punishment, and another, and another.
Every time one of these punishments came, the king would agree to let the people go; once the
punishment ended, he would change his mind. Here is a list of the next seven punishments,
which were called plagues:

e Gnats to swarm through the air Every piece of dust turned into a gnat.

e Flies which attacked all the people and animals and completely covered the ground
e Aterrible disease which caused many of the Egyptians’ animals to die

e Painful sores which covered the bodies of the people

e A hailstorm which ruined all of the crops and even stripped the bark from trees

e Grasshoppers which ate every plant that was left in the country.

e Darkness so thick no one could see anything

With each of these punishments, the Egyptian people became more frightened. They
wanted their king to let the slaves leave, but he was so very stubborn. They saw that none of the

plagues happened in Goshen, where the Hebrews lived, so it was obvious God was trying to
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convince the Egyptians to obey Him. God knew He was going to have to deliver a final
punishment, the worst one ever, to get this stubborn king to give in. Moses was instructed to
announce the last warning. God was going to send death to the first son in every family, even
the animal families. There would be terrible sadness in all the land. Crying would be heard from
every corner. Then, God promised, the king would finally do what He had said. Moses was very
angry when he left the palace after the last warning. “Why did this wicked king allow his people
to suffer so much?” he asked himself. “And, why was he so cruel to the slaves?”

What God had said would happen did, of course, and there was terrible sadness. But
finally the wicked king surrendered. The Hebrew people could leave Egypt and be free. As God
had promised, He used Moses to rescue His people. It had been a very hard job; it had been
scary. But it was worth it. Moses was very happy to deliver the wonderful news and the people

were very happy to hear it. They knelt down and thanked God for sending Moses to help them.

CLOSING:

We learn in this story that it’s very foolish to fight against the power of God, but we also
learn that God uses us, His followers, when He wants to help others. Let’s review the verses we
read before the story. (Reread the verses together.)

Has God been talking to you about helping someone?

1. What does He want you to do?

2. Who does He want you to help?
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PRAYER:

Let’s be quiet for a little bit and ask God if He has someone He wants us to help.
After a moment of silent prayer, pray a closing prayer asking God to help the children (and

adults) be used by God to help others.
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Large @

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 12: We Should Trust God to know and do what’s best for us.

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will believe that God is all
powerful and can do anything, and that He can be trusted.

e Something to feel: Children will feel increased trust in God to take care of them.

e Something to do: Children will choose not to complain and worry and will decide to
trust God.

Materials Needed:

e Power point, white board or poster with Philippians 4:6 written on it

e A chair at the front of the meeting room

e Optional: The parting of the Red Sea is such a dramatic part of this story. You might
want to use a DVD clip of that scene.

e Optional: Have a person hidden behind a screen who will throw little oyster crackers up
and over the children at the time the manna rains down from the sky. For this you will
need oyster crackers and a screen.

Suggested schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Invite a child to come to the front of your meeting room and sit on a chair. After he/she
has been seated, talk with him/her about how he/she trusted the chair. Ask questions like these:
“Wait a minute. You sat down in that chair without checking it over first. Aren’t you worried?
What if it won’t hold you? You might be too heavy for it. What if it breaks? Have you ever sat
in this chair before? How did you decide you could trust it?”

God wants us to trust Him as much as (name of child) trusted that chair. He/she didn’t
have to think about whether it would hold him/her. He/she didn’t worry about what might
happen. That’s how we should trust God. Let’s read a verse together that tells us how God
wants to be trusted.

Read Philippians 4.6 CEV

Don't worry about anything, but pray about everything. With thankful hearts offer up your
prayers and requests to God.

The Hebrew people in our story tonight didn’t trust God very much. They showed their lack of

trust by worrying and complaining. Here’s their story:

TEACHING TIME STORY:

The Hebrew people were very glad to leave Egypt. They would not have to be slaves any
longer. No more cruel masters. No more impossible jobs. It was wonderful to be escaping from
the wicked king. They quickly packed their belongings and began their trip. Out into the desert
they went--several million people with all of their animals and wagons filled with furniture and
food and clothes and other belongings. As they began their journey, God told Moses their
troubles weren’t quite over. The king would decide he should have never let them go, God

warned, and He would come after them. (How did God know this? He’s omniscient.) That’s
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exactly what happened. As the Hebrews got close to the Red Sea, they heard the sound of 600 of
the king’s best chariots and strongest horses racing toward them. “Oh no,” the Hebrews thought.
Weren’t they ever going to get away from the pharaoh? In a panic, they began to yell at Moses.
“Wasn’t there enough room to bury us in Egypt,” they complained. “Did you have to bring us
out to the desert to die?”

Moses must have been very tired of the whining, but he answered with the words God
had given him.

“Don’t be afraid. Be brave and you will see the Lord save you today. These Egyptians will
never bother you again. The Lord will fight for you and you won’t have to do a thing.” (Exodus
14:13-14 CEV)

What God did next was amazing. He sent a huge cloud to stand between the Hebrews
and the Egyptians. On the Egyptian side of the cloud, there was darkness and it was impossible
for them to see. They didn’t know what direction to move toward and they couldn’t even see to
stay on the right path. On the Hebrew side of the cloud, there was light. Moses moved toward
the sea with his walking stick and he heard God’s voice telling him to hold the stick over the
water. He lifted his arm and held that stick right out over the waves. As he did the water
separated, some of it moving to the left and some of it moving to the right, and a path was
created right through the sea. The people stared in astonishment. God then sent a strong east
wind that blew all night so by morning, the path was dry. The next day, the Hebrew people
walked right through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on either side. God perfectly
protected them, and, as He had promised, they didn’t have to do a thing. Little children danced
along that path, leading their sheep and goats. Moms carried their babies. Dads led the animals
who pulled the wagons. Strong men carried loads of food and furniture. When the Egyptian

army finally reached the Red Sea, the Hebrews had reached the other side, and the water rushed
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back over the path. The Egyptian army all drowned. God had certainly taken care of His
people. He had rescued them from slavery and He had taken them through the Red Sea. The
Bible says because of the mighty power God used to save them, the Hebrews worshiped Him and
trusted Him and trusted Moses too. What a party they had after they reached safety. Miriam,
Moses’ older sister, took her tambourine and called the other women out to play their
tambourines. The people shouted and sang and thanked God for the wonderful way He had
rescued them. (How do you see God’s omniscience and omnipotence in this story?”

BUT, the people didn’t trust God for long. For the next few weeks after they crossed the
Red Sea, the Hebrews traveled across the sandy desert and camped where there were trees and
water. The food they had packed was almost gone, and they began to get nervous. They should
have known that God could be trusted to take care of them. They had seen an amazing miracle
when He led them right through the Red Sea. They had watched in amazement as He sent ten
plagues to convince the pharaoh to let them go. But they seemed to forget about the wonderful
things God had done. Instead, they once again became afraid. What if they starved to death,
they thought to themselves. What if they died right there in the desert? So they began to whine
and complain to poor Moses. “We wish God had just killed us in Egypt,” they said. “There we
could sit down and eat as much food as we wanted. But you brought us out here where we’re
going to starve.”

Moses didn’t know where to get food, of course. But he knew God had a plan. So he
asked Him what to do. God’s plan was as amazing as the path through the Red Sea. He said to
Moses, “I will send food falling from the sky like rain. Every day the people can go out and
gather enough food for that day. But on the sixth day of each week, people should gather enough

food for two days. That will leave the seventh day for rest and worship.” God also explained
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that He wanted to see if the people would really trust Him. If they gathered extra food on any of
the days but the seventh, God would know that they didn’t think He would keep His promises to
send it every day. He wanted them to trust Him so they wouldn’t worry and be fearful. He
wanted them to know He would take good care of them.

Moses and his brother Aaron called the people together and explained God’s plan. But
they didn’t tell them about God’s test. They also wanted to see if the Hebrews would trust God.
The next morning, the people came out of their tents to find that God had done what He said He
would do. The ground was covered with thin flakes that looked like frost. “What is this?” they
asked in surprise. Moses told them it was the bread God had provided, and that it was called
manna. It tasted like honey and was very delicious. “Gather two quarts for each person in your
family,” he said, “but no more. That will be plenty for one day. There will be fresh manna
tomorrow.”

Hurriedly the people gathered up the manna, excited that they had plenty of food to eat.
Most of them obeyed God’s instructions. But some didn’t. “What if God doesn’t send more
tomorrow?” they thought to themselves. “What if He lets us starve?” They sneaked extra manna
into their tents just in case God couldn’t be trusted. The next morning, when they looked at their
extra supply of manna, they discovered that it was full of worms and it smelled awful. How
ashamed they were for trying to trick God and for not obeying Him.

Each day, the Hebrew people traveled farther away from Egypt and closer to the land
God had promised to give to them for their new home. One day, they camped at a place that had
no fresh water. What do you think they did about this problem? Do you think they had finally
learned that God can be trusted? They had not. They once again complained to Moses. “Did

you bring us out of Egypt to let us and our animals die of thirst in the desert?” they whined. “Is
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God really even with us?” Poor Moses was pretty discouraged with the way the people were
acting. “What am I going to do with these people?” he asked God. “They’re ready to stone me
to death.” (This means throwing heavy stones at a person.)

God told Moses to walk ahead of the rest of the people. “Take your walking stick,” He
instructed. (This was the same walking stick Moses had used back in Egypt.) “When you get to
the rock at Mt. Sinai, hit it with the stick, and water will come pouring out.” That is what

happened. Moses named this place Massah and Meribah which means testing and complaining.

CLOSING:
1. How did the Hebrews show they didn’t trust God? (By worrying and complaining and by
gathering more manna than they were supposed to)
If they had trusted God to take care of them, they wouldn’t have acted like they did.
How do we show that we don’t trust God when life seems scary? How do we show we trust

Him?

PRAYER:

Let’s pray and ask God to help us trust Him.

Close with prayer.
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 2
Lesson 13: God Gives Moses Ten Important Rules

Lesson Objectives:

e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will understand that God’s
rules are given for our benefit and following them will make our lives better.

e Something to feel: Children will feel increased appreciation for the benefits of rules and
for God’s rules in particular, and increased motivation to obey them.

e Something to do: Children will choose to obey God’s rules, as well as the rules others in
authority give them.

Materials Needed:

e Supplies for game with no rules. (Depends on game selected)

e Power point, white board or poster with the ten commandments listed
Suggested schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction/Lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 7 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

If you have a gym or a large play area, select a game such as soccer or basketball, one the
children are quite familiar with. Pick teams (appropriate number of players) and give the teams
the equipment, but explain that they will play with no rules. List some of the rules which will
NOT be used, to make sure they understand. For example, if they’re playing basketball, tell
them they may shoot into whichever basket they wish; they don’t have to dribble when moving;
fouls are alright, one person can hog the ball and make repeated baskets, etc. Then ask them to
play for a few minutes. You may need to prime the players before Awana starts. Tell them to be
quite blatant in breaking the rules-and to express frustration at how ridiculous the game becomes.
After they have played for a long enough period to demonstrate how impossible a game without
rules is, stop them and have a discussion with the entire class.

If you don’t have a large play space, you can have children play something like Tic Tac
Toe. Position 2 players at a white board which can be clearly seen. The first player may choose
to cover three spaces at once with his marker (an X or O) and win immediately without giving
the other player a chance. Tell them to be very free to break rules without regard for the other
player. You might also like to let all of the kids try this, so they can personally experience what
it feels like.

Once your group can see how unfair, unfun and impossible games are without rules, ask
them to express how they felt when watching or playing the games. Did the unfairness make
them angry? Did it seem silly to even try to play? What was the point if there were no rules?

God’s rules are much more important than rules for a game. His rules help make life fair
and good. When we follow His rules, we get along better with other people. We have good

relationships and our lives are much happier than they are when we break His rules. Let’s learn
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what some of His rules are, and what happens when people break them.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

As the Hebrews traveled toward the land God had promised to give them for their new
nation, they came to a huge mountain named Mt. Sinai. God told Moses to go to the top of the
mountain where He would be given a message. Moses was over 80 years old by this time, but he
climbed up the steep sides of Mt. Sinai to the peak. He had heard God speak to him before from
the burning bush, but it must have been awesome to hear that voice again. God reminded Moses
of how He had taken care of the people. He had brought them out of Egypt and their slavery; He
had taken them through the scary Red Sea; He had sent them food and water when they needed
them. He had picked them to be His holy people. Now He was ready to give them rules to live
by. If they obeyed these rules, they would live together happily and well. They would not have
fights and trouble. Obeying these rules would bring so much good to the people. Back down the
mountain Moses went to give the people this special message. “We will do everything God
commanded,” the people said. Back up the mountain climbed Moses with this great response.
(He must have been in very good shape.) He told God that the people had said they would do
EVERYTHING He commanded. God’s next message was this: In three days the people
should be ready to hear the rules.

Down the mountain Moses went again, and he gave the message to the people. “Wash
your best clothes,” he told them, “and get ready. In three days God is going to give us the
rules.” It must have been with much excitement that the people did their laundry, shampooed
and brushed their hair, and did all they could to look nice for this very important occasion. On

the morning of the third day, the huge crowd gathered at the bottom of the mountain. Suddenly
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there was thunder and lightening. Smoke poured out of the mountain top like it was a furnace.
The entire mountain shook. The people trembled with fear. They had never seen God appear

like this. Then God gave told the people His rules. Important rules. Rules that would bring

good to them. We call these rules the Ten Commandments. Here they are:

Do not worship any God besides me.

Do not make or bow down to idols.

Do not misuse my name.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Respect your father and mother.

Do not murder.

Be faithful in marriage.

Do not steal

9. Do not tell lies about others.

10. Do not want anything that belongs to someone else.
(Taken from Exodus 20:1-17)

ONoGarwONE

What do you think life will be like in the new Hebrew nation if all of the people obey God’s
rules?

(Allow several minutes for discussion of how these rules would help people live together well.)
Can you think of any of our country’s laws which are based on these rules?

The Hebrews could see that God had given them good rules. They all agreed that they
would obey these rules. Again they repeated, “We will do everything that God commanded.”
Moses had a special celebration to remember how God had blessed them. After the celebration
was over, guess where God called Moses to go again. Right. Up to the top of the mountain
AGAIN. God wanted to talk to him again, and to give him a gift. “T will give you two flat
rocks,” God told him, “on which I have written the laws my people must obey.” So back up the
mountain Moses climbed, and he stayed there for 40 days and nights. The Bible says the “bright
glory of the Lord” covered the mountain top. To the people, it looked like a blazing fire. God

gave Moses His gift, the laws written with His own hand. These commandments are the only
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part of the Bible that God actually wrote himself. He used humans to write the rest of the Bible,
although He told them what to say. Moses lifted the heavy stones and got ready to once again
climb down the mountainside. He thought about how excited the people would be to see the
words written by God’s own hand. He thought about how willingly they had promised to obey
everything God had commanded. Maybe they were ready to live like God wanted them too.

Down in the valley, the people waited and waited for Moses to return. He had been gone
a week, then ten days, then twenty. What was taking so long? What if he was never coming
back? Who would lead them and protect them? They still hadn’t learned to trust God, had they?
They didn’t believe they could talk to God themselves and ask for His help. So they went to
Moses’ brother, Aaron, and made a request. “Make us an image of a God who will lead us and
protect us,” they said. “Moses brought us out of Egypt but nobody knows what has happened to
him.” Exodus 32:1 CEV The Hebrews were asking for a fake god, one that could be made with
their own hands. They were turning their backs on the God who had taken such incredible care
of them and who was so powerful. They were already breaking two of the commandments He
had just given them. Which two are they? (Numbers 1 and 2) What were they thinking?

Astonishingly, Aaron agreed to do what they had asked. He told them all to bring their
gold earrings and he melted them and made an idol in the shape of a calf. When it was finished,
the people said to each other, “This is the god who brought us out of Egypt.” They began to
worship the golden calf and to carry on like wild people.

Up on the mountain, God told Moses what was happening. Both Moses and God were so
disappointed and angry. How could the people so quickly have forgotten the amazing things
God had done to rescue them? Did they really think the golden calf made from their earrings had

more power than God? Moses started back down the mountain toward the camp. When he was
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close enough to see the people, he felt sick inside, and very very angry. He lifted the big pieces
of stone on which God had written the commandments and threw them to the ground. They
crashed against the rocky mountainside and broke into pieces. He grabbed the idol the people
had made and melted it again. Then he ground it into powder and poured it into the water and
made the people drink it. He told them to repent and to turn once again to God. Later God
made another set of commandments written on stone. He said to Moses, “I am the Lord God. [
am merciful and very patient with my people. | show great love, and I can be trusted. | keep my
promises to my people forever, but I also punish anyone who sins.” (Exodus 34:6-7) The people

had to take their punishment. They were slow learners, but God was very patient with them.

CLOSING:

To finish our lesson tonight, let me give you several very short stories, and you figure out
which commandments were broken and how it affected them and their families and friends.
Story 1:

Jon sometimes liked to play with Ben, but sometimes he didn’t. One of the things the
boys liked to do was play chess. They were both good at it, but sometimes Ben cheated. He
would never admit he had done this and would say Jon’s eyes were playing tricks on him. Of
course, that gave him an edge and he won games he wouldn’t have won otherwise. When he did
this, Jon often walked away in disgust and promised himself never to play with him again.
Which of the commandments did Ben break? Do you see how breaking the commandments

hurt the friendship these two guys could have had?
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Story 2

Jessica was known as a handful. She was terribly disrespectful to her teachers and
parents, always talking back and saying rude things to them. She got in lots of trouble and was
frequently grounded. She also spent quite a bit of time in the principal’s office which meant she
missed some of her classes. Then she couldn’t figure out how to do her homework, so her grades

were poor. Which commandment did she break? How did it hurt her and others?

Story 3:

Barry wanted a game boy so badly, but he never managed to save enough money to buy
one. His parents couldn’t afford to give him one either. It seemed so unfair that his friends all
had one and he didn’t. One day he saw one sitting on the counter in the locker room at school.
No one else was around. A perfect opportunity. He grabbed it and put it in his backpack before
anyone came in. He kept the game, and now he had what he wanted. He was pretty nervous
about the possibility of his parents finding out, so he never was able to play at home, but he did
play at his friends’ houses. For awhile, he was afraid the missing game might be reported and
his stealing would be discovered. But that never happened. At night time before he went to
sleep, he would often feel guilty and wonder about the kid whose game boy he had stolen. Was
that kid really sad to have lost his toy? Had he wanted one for a long time? In church, Barry
really felt guilty and he was no longer able to pray, knowing God would expect him to take care
of his sin before they had a conversation about anything else. What commandments did Barry

break? How did his sin affect him and others? What did he need to do about his sin?
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PRAYER:
Close with prayer, thanking God for His good rules and asking Him for help in being obedient to

them.
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