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Dear Leader:   

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs large group materials written 

and produced by The Wesleyan Church.  The following lessons are for the first quarter of the 

Awana Club year, beginning in September although none of the lessons are dated.  The next 

quarter‘s material will be available for download August 1. 

 This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana 

Clubs partnership.  In addition, we have provided you small group leader and parent guides as 

well as information on how to lead a child to Christ.  All of these are available for download at 

www.wesleyankids.org.   

 Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to 

know, love and serve Jesus.  If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs 

partnership, please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-

3891. 

Serving Him Together, 

 

Rev. Colleen R. Derr 

Director of Children‘s Ministries 

 

http://www.wesleyankids.org/
mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org
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Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons: 

Quarter #1:  Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels 

 The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together.  This club segment lets 

kids absorb and apply Scripture messages.  Large Group Time can include: 

 Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities 

 Award presentations to recognize clubbers‘ achievements 

 Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson 

 Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another 

 A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God‘s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ 

 Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior 

 

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing Ceremonies, 

which would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and recognition of awards. 

 

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits your 

Awana Club.  The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an outline 

for the biblical teaching element.  The suggested schedule would include Praise and Worship, 

Teaching Time, and a Closing.  Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing are attached.  

The objectives for these lessons are cognitive, affective, and behavioral, giving children 

something to know/believe/understand, to feel and to do. 

 

Ideas for Praise and Worship:   

 Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers 

 Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and 

interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence 

 Suggested resources:   

o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music – a DVD set that includes 

high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all done in kid-

friendly style 

o Shout Praises K!ds, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song 

titles from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all 

with the ease of use in MPEG format 

 Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching Time or 

following 

 

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at 

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org
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Lesson Outlines: 
Lessons Written By:  Gen Springer 

   Edited By:    Colleen Derr 

 

Week 1: Jesus Teaches Us to Be Prepared  

Week 2 We Talk To God in Prayer, Part 1 

Week 3: We Talk To God in Prayer, Part 2 

Week 4: God Wants Us to Help People 

Week 5: Doing God‘s Work 

Week 6: God Uses a Young Girl 

Week 7: Garbage In, Garbage Out 

Week 8: The Tongue 

Week 9: The Life of Joseph, Part 1 

Week 10: The Life of Joseph, Part 2 

Week 11: The Life of Joseph, Part 3 

Week 12: A Changed Heart 

Week 13: A Girl Tells Others about God 

 

Additional Resources: 

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids Series 

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids are 

"on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources. 

 Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers 

 Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students 

 Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers 

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson 

providing opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of 

family activities 

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers 

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students 

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers 

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids 

icon and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/  

http://www.wesleyankids.org/
http://www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

JESUS TEACHES US TO BE PREPARED 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 Children will understand that someday Jesus will return unexpectedly, and we must be 

ready to meet Him. 

 Children will want to be ready for Jesus‘ return. 

 Children will give their lives to Jesus and will tell others about Him. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Drama script 

 Microphone (for reporter—does not need to be live) 

 A small clay Bible-times lamp, or a votive candle in a small container 

 Dress-up clothes for bridesmaid 

 Bibles with two verses marked 

 Marker board and marker to use for list made during closing 

 Optional: a salvation tract to use in instructing or counseling children  

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: Matthew 24:30b–31; 25:1–13; John 14:2–3  

Praise and Worship: 8–10 minutes 

Teaching Time: 10 minutes 

Closing: 8–10 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - Drama: The Ten Bridesmaids 

Cast: An interviewer, Todd Kepple, and a bridesmaid, Martha Shameel 

 

Script 

TODD KEPPLE (holding microphone): This is Todd Kepple, with the evening news. A 

controversial wedding took place in the city today. Half of the wedding party missed the 

wedding because they were low on oil. With us here in front of the wedding hall is Miss 

Martha Shameel to tell us about what happened. (Extends microphone to Martha) Miss 

Martha, this was an important wedding. Tell us, how many bridesmaids were supposed to 

be in the wedding? 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: There were ten of us, sir. At least there were supposed to be. 

TODD KEPPLE: And I can see from your elegant clothes that you were well dressed for the 

occasion. 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: Oh, yes. All of the bridesmaids were dressed so beautifully. And their hair, 

some of them had spent weeks getting their hair done.  

TODD KEPPLE: Weeks! Oh, my.  

MARTHA SHAMEEL: Rachel had a lime green dress and she wore daisies in her hair and she had 

new sandals. Rebecca‘s dress was yellow, the color of sunshine— 

TODD KEPPLE (Interrupting): Yes, yes. Let‘s get back to what happened at the wedding. I 

understand you and the bridesmaids got there rather early. 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: Well, yes, I guess we were early. We were all there with our lamps (holds up 

lamp) burning brightly, wearing our best clothes. Sarah had a pink dress, the color of 

spring roses, and her hair— 

TODD KEPPLE (Interrupting) Yes, yes. Now, let‘s see. Where was I? Oh, yes, you were there 

early. What did you do while you waited for the wedding to start? 
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MARTHA SHAMEEL: Well, we brushed each other‘s hair and we admired each other‘s clothes. 

Phoebe had the most beautiful scarf. It was as blue as the sky and— 

TODD KEPPLE (Interrupting): Is that all you did? 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: Actually, we got quite tired of waiting. We waited a really, really long time. 

We sat down on the steps, and began to get very drowsy, and it wasn‘t long before we all 

fell asleep.  

TODD KEPPLE: Asleep at a time like that? What happened next? 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: There we were, sound asleep, when we heard loud shouting: ―The groom is 

coming! We can see him at the end of the street. He‘s on his way!‖ We jumped up, 

rubbing the sleep from our eyes. We all smoothed out our clothes and hair. Chloe had a 

gorgeous silk dress and it was kind of wrinkled and— 

TODD KEPPLE (Interrupting): You must have been pretty excited by then. The groom was finally 

coming.  

MARTHA SHAMEEL: We were excited. We were jumping around and laughing. Then Leah 

noticed that the oil in her lamp was low. The flame was starting to flicker and looked like 

it could go out at any minute. Then Sarah noticed hers was low, and Rebecca, and 

Rachel, and Chloe. They were in a panic, and they started asking the rest of us if they 

could have some of our oil. (Sadly, hesitantly) We each looked in our lamps, and could 

see that our oil was just enough to last through the wedding, but no longer. 

TODD KEPPLE: So what happened next? 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: Well, we told our friends that we would all run out if we let them have a 

little bit of our oil. We told them to hurry to the market as quickly as they could and buy 
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more oil. So they took off for the market, as fast as they could go in their beautiful 

clothes. 

TODD KEPPLE (Shaking his head to express dismay): Tell us what we‘re all wondering: Did they 

make it back in time for the wedding? 

MARTHA SHAMEEL (Head down, sadly): No, they didn‘t. The groom got to the wedding hall and 

we all began to move inside. I kept watching for my friends, hoping and praying that 

they‘d be there before the door was closed and locked. I stayed near the back of the 

crowd, waiting and hoping. Then I had to go in. I was the last one. I stepped through the 

doors and then they were closed behind me. I felt terrible when I heard the doorkeeper 

lock those big doors. I knew my friends would never be able to get in. 

TODD KEPPLE: But they were dressed for the wedding. Surely the doorkeeper would let them in. 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: (Curiously): You‘re not from around here, are you? Once the wedding 

begins, it‘s too late to unlock the doors. 

TODD KEPPLE: So your friends didn‘t get to be in the wedding. Is there a lesson to be learned 

from this? 

MARTHA SHAMEEL: There is: Be prepared. 

TEACHING TIME – DISCUSSION 

Leader:  

Jesus told us the story of the ten bridesmaids to help us learn to be prepared or ready to 

go to heaven. Jesus lived on our planet for thirty-three years, and then He went back to heaven. 

But before He left, He promised He would come back and get all of his followers. He will do 

that someday, and we‘ll go to heaven to live with Him forever. But we must be ready. In the 

story of the bridesmaids, Jesus is the groom. The bridesmaids and wedding guests weren‘t sure 
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when the groom would come, but they were waiting. Jesus‘ followers are waiting for Him to 

come too. All of us are like the bridesmaids. Some of us are like the bridesmaids who had 

enough oil. We are ready for Jesus to come. We have asked Him into our hearts and we are 

living for Him. There are others who are like the bridesmaids who didn‘t have enough oil. They 

are not ready because they have not asked Jesus into their hearts or they are not living for Him. If 

you‘re not ready and you want to be, I will tell you how in a few minutes. 

First, let‘s have our readers read two verses from the Bible which tell us about Jesus 

coming to get us to take us to heaven. Listen carefully so you can tell me exactly what is 

promised. (Another option would be to have children read these verses in unison.) 

There are many rooms in my Father‘s house. I wouldn‘t tell you this, 

unless it was true. I am going there to prepare a place for each of you. After I have 

done this, I will come back and take you with me. Then we will be together (John 

14:2–3 NIrV). 

They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky. He will 

come with power and great glory. He will send his angels with a loud trumpet 

call. They will gather his chosen people from all four directions. They will bring 

them from one end of the heavens to the other (Matt. 24:30b–31 NIrV). 

These verses are promises from Jesus that He will come and get us and take us to live 

with Him forever in heaven. Let‘s list the things He promises. (Have a volunteer write the list on 

a marker board or poster board. Following are expected answers.)  

 He has a place prepared for us. 

 He‘ll come back to get us. 
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 He‘ll send his angels to gather us up from all over the world. 

 We will all be together. 

 

CLOSING: Sparks and T & T 

If any of you aren’t ready yet for Jesus to return, I’d love to help you get ready. (Extend an 

invitation for students to stay after others are dismissed, or go to a specific place to receive 

instruction and prayer as they invite Jesus into their hearts. See additional download ―Leading a 

Child to Christ‖ for more information.) 

 

PRAYER 

Close in group prayer, having personal prayer time for those students who responded to the 

invitation. 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

WE TALK TO GOD IN PRAYER 

 

Lesson Objectives 
 Children will understand that prayer is talking with and listening to a very dear Friend. 

Because God knows everything and can do anything, they will realize His ―no‖ answers 

can be trusted. 

 Children will feel more confident in trusting God to do what is best for them. 

 Children will choose to trust God‘s ―no‖ answers. 

 

Materials Needed 
 Video interviews (optional): In preparation for this lesson, tape interviews of several 

persons in your church family regarding answers to prayer. Ask them to tell about a 

specific prayer that was answered with a ―no‖ for which they could later see God‘s 

reasons. 

 Story script 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Another good resource: The Story of Amy Carmichael and the Dohnavur Fellowship—

DVD (Several clips from this video could be interspersed with the storytelling.) 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: 2 Corinthians 12:7–10 

Praise and Worship: 7–8 minutes 

Teaching Time: 12–15 minutes 

Closing: 6–8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - INTRODUCTION 

When we pray, we talk to God and He talks to us. Prayer is having a conversation with a 

very good Friend—a Friend who knows everything, who can do anything, and who loves us very 

much. In the Bible, God tells us to ask Him for blessings and answers. Sometimes He answers 

our prayers with a yes, sometimes with a no, and sometimes He wants us to wait for an answer. 

When He answers no, we can be sure it‘s for a very good reason and that it is the best answer for 

us. When He answers no, it‘s always because He loves us. Since He knows everything, even 

what will happen in the future, He knows what is best for us, even when we don‘t know. So we 

can trust Him to always give us good answers.  

(If you prepared videotaped interviews, play them now. If not, skip to the story below. At 

the end of the tape, say: We‘ve heard from some people in our church who had answers to 

prayer. What was the same about all of those answers?‖ God said no.) 

Let‘s hear a story about a little girl who learned to trust God‘s ―no‖ answers. 

 

TEACHING TIME - STORY 

Amy Carmichael was a little girl who loved the color blue. It was her favorite color. She 

loved her mother‘s blue eyes, the blue dishes her family used for special dinners, and the blue of 

the ocean which she could see from the windows of her house. In fact, she loved blue so much 

that she wanted blue eyes herself. Her own eyes were a beautiful chocolate brown, but she just 

liked blue better. 

Amy‘s mom and dad loved Jesus. They wanted to follow and please Him, and they taught 

their children to love and obey Him too. One day, as Amy was wishing for blue eyes, she 

remembered what her mother had told her: God can do anything and He always answers prayer. 



 

 

  12 

 

Wow! If this were true, she could have her biggest wish. She could have blue eyes. All 

she had to do was ask God, and He would give them to her. 

Amy was one excited little girl that night as she went to bed. As she did every night, she 

knelt down on her rug and prayed before hopping under her blankets and going to sleep. As 

usual, she asked God to bless Mommy and Daddy, her brothers and sisters, and her many pets. 

And then she added her new request. ―Dear God,‖ she prayed, ―please give me blue eyes.‖ As 

she snuggled under the covers, she was so excited. She couldn‘t wait until morning, when her 

eyes would no longer be brown, but blue. 

The next morning, when Amy woke up, she hopped out of bed with excitement. She 

couldn‘t wait to look in the mirror. Her mirror hung over her chest of drawers, too high for her to 

see. She pulled a chair across the bedroom floor until it was where she could stand on it and see 

into the mirror. Quickly she climbed up on the chair, stood up straight and tall, and looked into 

the mirror, expecting to see beautiful blue eyes staring back at her. She was shocked, stunned, 

when the same brown eyes she‘d always had looked out of that mirror. What could have gone 

wrong? Her parents had told her that God could do anything and that He always answered 

prayer. Were they wrong? And then a question appeared in Amy‘s mind. She didn‘t know it, but 

God was speaking to her in that question. He was helping her understand what had happened. 

The question in her mind was: ―Isn‘t ‗no‘ an answer?‖  

Ooooh. Right. Sometimes when Amy asked her parents for something they said yes, and . 

. . sometimes they said no. ―No‖ was an answer. It was God‘s answer to Amy. Even though she 

was very disappointed, she didn‘t think what her parents had taught her was wrong. She still 

knew God could do anything, but, for some reason, He had told her no. 
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Now, I have to tell you what happened to Amy many years later. She became a 

missionary, a person who leaves his or her home to go to another place to tell people about Jesus. 

She went to India. Sometimes in India, she saw things happening that made her very concerned. 

She saw parents taking their little children into big temples, buildings where people went to 

worship fake gods, not the true God. The people didn‘t know about the true God; that‘s why 

Amy had come to India to tell them about him As Amy would watch the parents and little 

children going into the temples, she was sad that they didn‘t know the truth. But what happened 

later was what made her so concerned. After a while, the parents would come out of the temple 

without the children who had been with them earlier. ―What had happened to the children,‖ she 

wondered. Where had they gone? Were they safe?  

Amy often wished she could go into the temples and find out what had happened to these 

little kids. Her missionary friends didn‘t have any answers, but they did know one thing: Amy 

would never be allowed to go inside the temples. She was a foreigner.  

One day as Amy was thinking about this problem and asking God what to do, she had a 

great idea. She would disguise herself to look like an Indian woman, and go into a nearby temple 

to try to solve the mystery of the children. It would be easy to buy and wear Indian clothes, and 

she could put a scarf over her hair so no one could see it wasn‘t black like an Indian woman‘s 

hair. But what about her skin? It was too light. She would have to make it look darker. Amy tried 

to stain her skin with several brown chemicals, but none of them worked. One morning as she 

drank her coffee, she looked into the cup of steaming brown liquid. Coffee! Would that work? 

Amy dipped her fingers into her drink, and began to rub the coffee on her hand. It looked a bit 

browner. Amy kept applying more and more coffee until she could see that coffee was going to 

work. 



 

 

  14 

 

Amy carefully made her plans to enter a temple. She selected an Indian sari—a kind of 

wraparound skirt—to wear, and Indian sandals. She bought a scarf to wear on her head. The day 

she planned to smuggle herself into the temple arrived. She carefully dressed and stained her 

face, hands, and feet brown. She looked at herself in her bedroom mirror, and she thought her 

disguise would work. When she stepped out of her room, and walked toward one of her 

missionary friends, she was thrilled with her friend‘s words. ―Amy,‖ the friend said, her eyes 

wide with surprise, ―you look just like an Indian woman!‖ She paused for a minute, then added, 

―It‘s a good thing you have brown eyes.‖ 

All of a sudden, Amy‘s mind went back many years to when, as a very little girl, she had 

prayed for blue eyes. God had known all along that one day Amy would understand that ―no‖ is 

a good answer, and that when God says no, He has a good reason. 

Amy did walk into a temple that day, her heart pounding, and no one realized she wasn‘t 

really an Indian. She found out some bad things were happening to the little children in the 

temple, and she was later able to start rescuing them. Children were taken away from their 

families and abused in the temple. By the time she died, when she was eighty-three years old, 

Amy had rescued over a thousand children. Over the years, she had come to know God very 

well, and had learned many lessons from Him, but she never forgot the important lesson she 

learned as a child. ―No‖ is an answer. It is a good answer. 

 

CLOSING: 

Sparks Questions 

 Tell about some prayers God has answered for you. Tell about ―yes‖ answers and ―no‖ 

answers.  
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 What have your parents said not to you about that you later realized was the best answer 

for you? 

 How should we act when God tells us no? What if we‘re really disappointed? (God wants 

us to learn to trust him, even when we‘re disappointed. He wants us to truly believe he 

knows everything, can do anything, and loves us perfectly. And—to act on those beliefs.) 

T & T Questions 

 Think about some of your prayers which have been answered with a no? Why might God 

have said no?  

 What might be some negative results of God saying yes to some of your prayers? 

 Who are some persons in the Bible who received both kinds of answers? 

 Read what Paul had to say about his ―no‖ answer in 2 Corinthians 12:7–10. Do you think 

God might ever tell you ―no‖ for a similar reason?  

 Have you ever been able to look back and see that a ―no‖ answer from God was good? 

 How can God‘s knowing everything influence how He answers prayer? (Because He 

knows the future, He can tell in advance if what we‘re asking for is good or harmful.) 

Prayer: 

Have a prayer time. Invite students to share prayer requests. Encourage them to focus on 

trusting God and accepting His answers. Three good aspects to focus on in prayer are: requests, 

thanks for answers past and future, and expressions of trust. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

WE TALK TO GOD IN PRAYER 

 

Lesson Objectives 
 Children will understand and believe that a God who knows everything and can do 

anything is their personal Father who wants to hear their prayers. 

 Children will feel secure, loved, and confident in knowing they can talk to God. 

 When feeling insecure or in need, children will choose to pray. 

 

Materials Needed 
 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Story script 

 Felt figures for this story (Betty Lukens materials) 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: Acts 12:1–19 

Praise and Worship: 8–9 minutes 

Teaching Time: 12–13 minutes 

Closing: 6–8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - Introduction 

Last week, we heard a story about Amy Carmichael, and some important lessons she 

learned about prayer. First she learned that God knows ________ and God can do ________. 

(God knows everything and can do anything.) What else did she learn about answers to prayer? 

Today, we‘re going to learn about one of God‘s ―yes‖ answers. Often when we pray for 

something, we have some ideas about how God will answer our prayers. But, since He knows 

everything, He usually has more ways to answer than we would ever think of. So, often His yes 

answers come in ways that surprise us. That was true of the people who prayed in this story. 

 

TEACHING TIME - Story 

Peter was one of Jesus‘ very good friends. After Jesus went to heaven, Peter spent most 

of his time telling people about his amazing friend. He told people that Jesus loved them, that He 

died because He took the punishment for their sins, and that He wanted to be their friend and 

helper.  

In those days, a very bad king named Herod was the ruler in Peter‘s country. Herod hated 

Jesus‘ followers, and did all he could to hurt them. He killed a Christian named James. This 

made some of Herod‘s evil friends happy, so he decided to kill Peter next. Herod sent soldiers to 

arrest Peter and put him in jail. Four groups of soldiers were given the assignment of guarding 

Peter. Chains around both of his wrists kept him from moving. A soldier was on each side of 

Peter, and other soldiers were guarding the entrance to the jail. There was no way for this 

prisoner to escape. 

Slowly the news traveled around the city that Peter had been arrested and that his life was 

in danger. There were no phones or televisions in those days, but messages were carried on foot 
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from one person to another. As Christians heard the news, they were quick to run to the homes of 

other Christians and give them the awful report of what had happened to their good friend. And 

as they spread the news, they planned a prayer meeting. ―Meet tonight,‖ they told one another in 

hushed whispers, ―after dark—at Mary‘s house.‖ All of the Christians knew they could also be 

arrested.  

That evening they walked to Mary‘s house very carefully, hiding if they saw someone 

who was dangerous coming their way. At Mary‘s house, there were probably some tears, as 

Peter‘s friends talked about what had happened to him. But there were also some prayers. These 

friends talked very intently to God, asking him to protect Peter and to save him from death. 

While the Christians were praying, Peter was in jail sleeping. His trial was scheduled for 

the next day, but he was not afraid. God had given him courage, and his heart was full of trust in 

God‘s love and power. Suddenly, as he slept, an angel entered his cell and a light shone in the 

dark room. The angel tapped Peter on the side to wake him up.  

―Quick,‖ the angel said. ―Get up. Put on your clothes and sandals. Get your coat and 

come with me.‖  

The chains that had been attached to Peter‘s wrists fell off, and Peter got up and got 

dressed. The angel walked out of prison, and Peter followed, but he was so stunned he thought he 

must be dreaming. As they walked past the first set of guards, nothing happened. Peter‘s heart 

must have been pounding as they neared the second set of guards. Hadn‘t anyone heard the 

commotion? Surely one of the guards would grab him as he walked by. But again nothing 

happened. Peter followed the angel through all of the hallways and right out the door of the jail. 

He continued to follow the angel down a path to the iron gate of the city. ―Now what?‖ he must 

have wondered.  
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In Peter‘s time, cities were surrounded by huge walls and the iron gates were always 

locked at night. There would be no way to get into the city, and surely the guards would soon 

discover Peter‘s disappearance and come searching. But as Peter and the angel came near the 

gate, an amazing thing happened. Although no one was at the gate, it glided open by itself. Peter 

followed the angel through the opening, and then the angel was gone.  

Peter was filled with wonder. The Bible says that Peter said to himself, ―Now I know 

without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod‘s clutches.‖  

Peter wondered where he should go. It was the middle of the night, and he was sure all of 

his friends would all be sleeping. But he was near Mary‘s house, so he decided to go there. 

All the while that Peter was getting out of prison, the Christians at Mary‘s house 

continued to pray. When Peter knocked at the door, they didn‘t even notice. However, Rhoda, 

who was a servant at Mary‘s house, did hear the knock. She tiptoed to the door and asked who 

was there. When Peter told her who he was, she was so excited she didn‘t even open the door. 

Running back into the room where the Christians were gathered, she shouted out the good news: 

―It‘s Peter. Peter‘s at the door! Our prayers are answered.‖ 

Peter‘s friends looked at Rhoda as if she were crazy. They didn‘t believe her report. They 

were sure she was seeing things that didn‘t exist. ―You‘re crazy, girl,‖ they told her. ―Peter is in 

prison. He couldn‘t be here.‖ But Rhoda insisted. She knew Peter was at that door. Then 

someone made a terrible suggestion: Perhaps Peter had already been killed and was now in 

heaven, and his angel was standing at the door. Sadness filled the Christians‘ hearts as they 

thought about this idea. Could this be possible? 

Meanwhile, Peter was still at the door. ―What‘s going on?‖ he must have wondered. He 

didn‘t realize the house was full of his friends. He only knew that Rhoda had asked who was 
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there, he had answered, and then there was silence. So he knocked again and again. The group 

inside heard the knocks this time, and they were terrified. They sent several people to answer, 

while the others waited in fear. They heard the sounds of the lock turning, of the door creaking 

open, of excited shouts of surprise. And then—Peter‘s voice! He walked into the room. Can you 

imagine the hugging and tears of joy and grateful thanks to God in that house? Can you guess 

what kinds of questions everyone shouted out to Peter, trying to find out what had happened? 

Peter motioned with his hands for his friends to be quiet. Then he told them the incredible 

story of being awakened by an angel and a flash of light, of chains falling off his body, of 

walking right by sleeping soldiers and guards, of the prison door opening for him and the angel, 

and the huge iron gates of the city gliding apart to let him enter. God, he said, had miraculously 

answered their prayers. After more praise for God‘s great care, Peter told the group to tell some 

of his other friends what had happened, and he slipped out into the night to go to a safer place. 

At the prison the next morning, when the guards woke up, they could scarcely believe 

that Peter wasn‘t there. How could he possibly have escaped from his chains, passed many 

guards, and pushed through the jail door without their seeing or hearing him? King Herod 

ordered a search, and everywhere soldiers looked for the missing prisoner. 

But the Bible tells us, ―He was not to be found.‖ 

 

CLOSING 

Divide the children into small prayer and discussion groups of four or five. Use the 

questions below to help them respond and apply the lesson of trust to their lives.  

Sparks Questions 

 How was Peter‘s escape from prison a surprise?  
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 Why do you think the friends who were praying were so surprised? (Peter‘s release 

evidently wasn‘t how his friends expected their prayer to be answered.) 

 Have you ever had an answer to prayer which surprised you? 

T & T Questions 

 How was Peter‘s escape from prison a surprise?  

 Why do you think the friends who were praying were so surprised? (Peter‘s release 

evidently wasn‘t how his friends expected their prayer to be answered.) 

 Have you ever had an answer to prayer which surprised you? 

 What does this answer to prayer teach us about God? (God has power to do anything. He 

answers prayer how He chooses. We can trust Him with difficult situations.) 

 When we think about two ways God answered prayer, for Amy Carmichael and for Peter, 

what do we learn about prayer? (God can say yes and no. His answers are the best 

answers for us.) 

Prayer 

Invite children to share prayer requests. Have a prayer time, and encourage children to 

pray aloud. If this is a new experience and children are hesitant, suggest that each child pray 

about just one request with one sentence. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

GOD WANTS US TO HELP PEOPLE 

 

Lesson Objectives 
 Children will know that God cares deeply for the poor, and commands His followers to 

help them. 

 Children will feel compassion for the poor and a desire to help them. 

 Children will share in a service project. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Felt figures and felt board for story  

 Story script 

 Bibles with scriptures marked or open to selected passages 

 

Schedule 
Scripture Reference: Proverbs 19:17; 22:9; Acts 9:35–37; 1 John 3:17–18 

Praise and Worship: 3–4 minutes 

Teaching Time: 16–20 minutes 

Closing: 5–7 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - Introduction 

(Have several readers read the following Scriptures aloud.) 

―Being kind to the poor is like lending to the Lord; he will reward you for 

what you have done‖ (Prov. 19:17, NIrV). 

―Generous people will be blessed, because they share their food with the 

poor‖ (Prov. 22:9, NIrV). 

―Suppose someone has enough to live and sees a brother or sister in need, 

but does not help. Then God‘s love is not living in that person. My children, we 

should love people not only with words and talk, but by our actions and true 

caring‖ (1 John 3:17–18, NIrV). 

What do these verses tell us about what is important to God? (He cares about poor 

people. He wants us to help those who are needy.) Let‘s hear about a woman who pleased God 

by caring for people who didn‘t have enough clothes. 

 

TEACHING TIME  - Story 

―Dorcas Helps Poor People‖ (This story may be shortened for younger children by using 

only the Bible story labeled ―Alternative Story‖ below.) 

Imagine you are a kid living about two thousand years ago. You have never seen such 

things as cars or airplanes. You‘ve never heard of electricity, Disney World, or space travel. 

You‘ve never had a shot from the doctor, played a CD, talked on a telephone, or gone 

rollerblading. Life is a lot different than it is for kids in the twenty-first century. But, in many 

ways, you‘re still a lot like kids today. You grumble about doing chores, sometimes find it hard 

to obey your parents, argue with your brothers and sisters, and like to spend time with your 
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friends. You go to visit your grandparents and cousins. You have favorite foods, and foods you 

only eat when your parents insist. You are afraid of the dark and love having birthdays so you 

can be a year older. You‘re a pretty normal kid. 

Now imagine you arrive home one afternoon after spending a few hours with your 

grandpa. You‘re really hungry and hope Mom has supper ready. You open the door to your 

house and step inside, expecting to see your mother leaning over the fireplace stirring something 

in a big cooking pot, or perhaps cutting cheese at the thick wooden table. ―Mom,‖ you yell. 

―Mom, what‘s for supper?‖ The eating area is strangely silent and there are no delicious smells 

to let you know what is cooking. Then you see your mother coming out of the bedroom. She has 

a worried frown and her eyes look like she‘s been crying. ―Shh,‖ she says. ―Quiet down. Father 

is sick.‖ 

Oh no. Your heart fills with dread. This has happened before. Last year your father came 

home from working in the fields one day, doubled over with pain and burning up with fever. 

Your mother and grandmother cared for him until he got well. Pretty well, that is. For since that 

time, he has never seemed as strong as before. He seldom has energy to run with you down to the 

seashore anymore, or play with your baby sister. And now he‘s sick again. 

The next few days passed in a blur. Relatives and friends brought food for your family, 

and grandma came again to help your mom. The doctor arrived every morning and disappeared 

behind the bedroom door where your father lay quiet and still. The few times you‘ve been 

allowed to see him, he hardly seemed to recognize you. Then came the awful day that you had 

been so afraid of—the day he died. Your mother let out a cry of pain, and you jumped up from 

your chair, scared. And then you knew the terrible truth. Your dad was gone. 
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The days and weeks after your dad was buried were almost unbearable. You missed him 

so much. Sometimes you just stayed in the house all day and cried. Slowly, though, you became 

aware that your father‘s death had caused other problems besides you family‘s sorrow. Often at a 

meal, your mother would serve you such a little bit of food, perhaps only one roll and small piece 

of fish. When you asked for more, she would sadly say, ―I‘m sorry, I don‘t have anymore.‖ 

One day you realized how much you were growing even though you were hungry a lot of 

the time. Your clothes were all becoming too small and they were wearing out—getting to be 

thin and shabby. On a cold morning you mentioned this to your mother and a look of weary 

despair covered her face. ―I know,‖ she said, almost angrily. ―But what can I do? With your 

father gone, we have no money for cloth to make clothes.‖ That remark from your mom made 

you realize how desperate your situation was. With barely enough food to stay alive and no 

money for anything else, what would happen to you? 

As the days and weeks passed, life only became worse. You were so tired of being 

hungry and sad. You were so embarrassed by your clothes that you tried to avoid other kids your 

age. Grandma and Grandpa tried to help with the food, but they were too old and poor to do 

much. One afternoon your mom sent you to the river to catch some fish for supper. Your net was 

small, but you were often able to get a few fish at a time. You were excited to catch five that day, 

and you could hardly wait to show your mother. She would be so pleased. 

As you neared the front door of your house, you heard a stranger‘s voice. Someone must 

be talking with your mother. You pushed the door open and peeked inside. A woman you‘d 

never seen before was there—and several little kids, all younger than you. The woman and your 

mother were talking so intently, they didn‘t even see you. You slipped to the eating area and put 

your fish in a jar of cold water to keep them fresh while you cleaned your net. You heard little 
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snatches of conversation—something about Jesus and new clothes. You were curious. You‘d 

heard others talk about a man named Jesus. Some said He had done amazing things. It had been 

reported that He had healed sick people and somehow made enough food for thousands out of a 

small lunch. Some people were convinced these rumors were true. Some even said they‘d seen 

Him do these miracles. Then, several years ago, this Jesus had been accused of a crime and had 

been killed down in Jerusalem. There had been a lot of strong feelings, but you had been too 

little to understand much of what had been said. You did know a group of people in your own 

town said they were followers of Jesus. They called themselves Christians. They claimed Jesus 

had actually come back to life and was now in heaven. He was truly God, they said. ―What 

strange ideas they had,‖ you thought to yourself. 

After you finished cleaning your net, you went back into the house. The woman and her 

children were gone. Your mother was still sitting in her chair by the table—deep in thought. She 

didn‘t even hear you come in. ―Mother,‖ you called across the room. Startled, she jumped up. 

―Oh, I didn‘t realize you were home,‖ she said. Of course you wanted to know who the visitor 

had been and why she had been talking about that Jesus guy. You asked lots of question. Your 

mother explained that the lady was a widow, just like she was. The woman had also struggled to 

feed her children and provide clothes for them to wear. Then she had met a Christian woman 

named Dorcas. Dorcas had invited the family to her house to learn about Jesus. There they had 

met many Christians who had loved them and given them food, firewood, and other things they 

needed. Dorcas herself had made clothes for them. The woman had told your mother that these 

Christians would be glad to help your family too. She had invited your mother to go to Dorcas‘s 

house for one of the Christian worship services. You were shocked. Why would your mom even 
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consider meeting with people who claimed a dead man had come back to life? That was weird. 

But, you were curious too. And, if they would help you get enough to eat and new clothes . . . 

For the next few days you bugged your mom. Was she going to the Christian meeting? 

Was she at least going to check out the young widow‘s report? You were pretty surprised, 

though, when she told you to go to the river and get cleaned up on the first day of the week. She 

was going to meet the Christians, she said, and you and your brothers and sisters were going too. 

That first Christian worship service was like nothing else you‘d ever experienced. The 

people were so joyful and so kind. They talked to Jesus like He was right there in the room with 

them, and they said He could hear them. They had been eager to help your mother and had sent 

food home with your family that very day. A few days later, you found yourself at the home of 

Dorcas, the lady who made clothes. She carefully measured you and asked what your favorite 

colors were. She showed you some cloth and let you pick several pieces to be made into new 

tunics—for you. And she did the same thing for your brothers and sisters and your mom. You 

could scarcely believe this was happening. When she delivered the new clothes, your family was 

thrilled. You put all of them on at once and danced around the house for joy. Your mom was so 

happy, she cried. 

That was the beginning of your association with the Christians. Week after week, you 

went back to their worship services. You learned that the Jesus they worshiped had traveled all 

around Judea and Galilee and Samaria teaching people about God and doing amazing deeds. You 

discovered that some of the Christians had actually known this Jesus. Some of them had seen 

Him being killed and then they had seen Him alive again. They sounded pretty convincing. You 

were amazed by all you learned about their Jesus, but you were most drawn to them by their love 

for you and your family. They loved, they explained, because Jesus told them to and because He 
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actually gave them power to love. Still, you were shocked when your mother, one day, stood up 

in a worship service and announced that she had become a believer in Jesus.  

The day came for you, too, to make this decision. You were down by the river fishing. As 

you let the water run over your feet and through the net in your hands, you just knew it was true: 

Jesus was God‘s Son; He was God; and He could forgive sins and change hearts. You asked Him 

to come live in you and be your Savior and Friend, and He did! 

This story you‘ve helped me imagine isn‘t in the Bible, but it is the kind of story we 

know happened when we read about Dorcas‘s life. 

 

Alternative Story  

Dorcas was a real person whose story is told in the Bible. She was a wonderful Christian 

woman who loved to help widows and their children. She could sew very well, and she made 

clothes for people who didn‘t have enough money. The Bible says, ―In Joppa there was a disciple 

named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the 

poor‖ (Acts 9:36). She really understood what it meant to follow Jesus. Listen to her story. 

One day Dorcas became very sick. We can imagine how concerned the Christians were. 

As the news spread about her illness, her friends probably gathered together to pray for her and 

to take turns caring for her. As she grew weaker, everyone was very sad. Then she died. 

Messengers took the sad news from one household to the next. ―Dorcas is dead. She‘s gone.‖ 

Full of grief, the Christians washed Dorcas‘s body and placed it in an upstairs room. They were 

getting it ready for burial. As people gathered to share their sadness and memories for this loving 

woman, another piece of news gave them hope. Peter was in Lydda—a town just down the road 

from Joppa where Dorcas had lived. Peter—the great apostle! Peter—the man God had used to 
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heal many who were sick! In Jerusalem, sick people gathered along the streets where Peter was 

walking just so his shadow could fall on them, and that made them well. The book of Acts tells 

us that crowds gathered around Peter, bringing their sick, and ―all of them were healed‖ (Acts 

5:16). How excited the Christians in Joppa were to learn that Peter was close by. The disciples 

decided to send a message to Peter asking him to come to Joppa. Surely they picked their fastest 

runner to take the message. Imagine the instructions they gave: ―Run as fast as you can to Lydda. 

Find Peter and tell him to come at once.‖ 

The Joppa Christians must have waited anxiously for Peter. When he arrived, they took 

him up the stairs to where Dorcas‘s body lay. People were standing around crying when Peter 

walked into the room. They all began to talk at once, telling him about this wonderful, loving 

Christian woman. The widows held up clothes she had made for them and their children. What 

would they do without her? Peter could see that this great woman was still needed by the church. 

He would do what he could. 

―I need all of you to leave this room immediately,‖ Peter‘s strong voice commanded. 

Dorcas‘s friends were probably stunned to hear this order, wondering what Peter was planning to 

do. But they obeyed, silently filing down the stairs and out into the courtyard below. 

Alone with Dorcas‘s body, Peter knelt down and began to pray. Surely he told God about 

what he had just heard. Here lay the body of a woman who did much good, who loved the poor 

and helped many. Then Peter asked God for an amazing miracle. Even though Dorcas had been 

dead for many hours, he asked God to make her alive again. When Peter had finished praying, he 

stood up and looked at the dead body. ―Dorcas,‖ he said loudly. ―Get up.‖ Dorcas opened her 

eyes and looked around. When she saw Peter, she sat up. Peter reached out his hand to help her 

to her feet. Then he ran to the stairway and called down to the people waiting below. ―She‘s 
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alive!‖ he shouted. Imagine the excitement at the bottom of that stairway, as Dorcas began to 

walk down. People reached out to grab her hands, to hug her, to show her their love. They must 

have had quite a party.  

After the celebration, Dorcas‘s friends finally left her house and went home. But they 

didn‘t go right home. The book of Acts tells us that the story of the amazing miracle ―became 

known all over Joppa and many people believed in the Lord.‖ As the Christians walked to their 

houses, they must have stopped by their friends‘ homes, or perhaps they visited their neighbors 

to tell what had happened to Dorcas. Excitedly they explained how their dead friend was now 

alive. And, as they spread the news, people realized Dorcas‘s God was real and powerful, and 

they became Christians too. What an exciting day for the Joppa church! 

 

CLOSING 

Service Project Options 

This story can be more powerful for kids if they have an immediate opportunity to make 

application by responding to a project to reach out to needy people. Consider a service or giving 

project for your group. The following are some suggestions: 

 mitten collection 

 food drive 

 offering for a relief and development agency such as World Hope 

 chores or errands for disabled or elderly persons (leaf raking, grocery shopping, etc.) 

Spark Questions 

 What did Dorcas do for the people who were poor? (She sewed clothes for them.) 
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 What did the people who loved Dorcas do when she died? (They sent for Peter and he 

prayed and God brought her back to life.) 

 What is something we can do together to help people who are poor and have needs? 

(Share the service project idea you have chosen.) 

T & T Questions 

 What is the difference between needing something and wanting something? (A need is 

something you have to have to live: food, shelter, clothes, medicine. A want is something 

that you don‘t need to live but will make you happy if you get it.) 

 In the story, did the little boy have needs or wants? What were they? (Needs for clothes 

and the need to ―meet‖ Jesus.) 

 What did Dorcas do to fill the people‘s needs? (She sewed them clothes and she shared 

the story of Jesus with them.) 

 How does it feel to have a need and no idea how to fill it? How would you respond to 

someone who wanted to help you? 

 Do you know of someone who has needs? What are they and what can you do to help? 

 God wants us to share His love by helping fill people‘s needs. (Share the service project 

you have selected with clubbers.) 

Prayer 

Focus closing prayer on needy people. Pray for World Hope, missionaries who do relief 

and development work, needy people in your community, your service project, etc. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

DOING GOD’S WORK 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 Children will understand that God wants to use every one of His followers to do His 

work. 

 Children will be inspired to be used by God. 

 Children will increase their involvement in doing things that are God‘s work. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Drama script 

 Four ―offices‖ (table and chair for each) for employers 

 ―Applications‖ and pencils for four employers 

 ―JOBS FOR GOD‖ sign 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: 1 Samuel 3; 1 Kings 22:1–2; 23:25; Matthew 19:13–15 

Praise and Worship: 9–10 minutes 

Teaching Time: 12–14 minutes 

Closing: 4–5 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME 

Can kids do God‘s work? I‘m talking about something really important—God‘s work. 

Can it be done by kids? (Most groups of kids will have some who answer yes and some who 

answer no. Respond to those who answer yes by challenging them a bit): Really, you think kids 

can do God‘s work? Have you ever done God‘s work? Give me some examples of kids doing 

God‘s work.  

(Allow time for discussion, and help kids understand that they can do God‘s work. 

Provide plenty of examples to help your students understand that God‘s work isn‘t just 

preaching, teaching, or being a missionary. Use the following definition:) God‘s work is 

anything we do for God, and it almost always includes helping others. (If you did a service 

project as part of lesson four, remind kids that this was God‘s work.) 

 

TEACHING TIME  - Drama: The Job Hunter (The script does not need to be memorized; each 

actor can develop the dialogue naturally. There are two script options below. Choose the option 

that best suits your needs.) 

Cast: Alex, the job hunter, and four employers from whom Alex tries to get a job. The 

employers should be spaced several feet apart, each in his or her own ―office.‖ 

Props: Office areas for each of the four employers; a sign which reads ―JOBS FOR GOD‖ 

posted in the fourth area; application forms. 

Script Option One 

Employer 1: Alex approaches the first employer and asks for a job. The employer asks how old 

he is. For a Sparks group, Alex answers ―eight‖ and for a T & T audience, he says 

―eleven.‖ The employer tells Alex he‘s much too young. He can‘t do the work; it‘s 
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against the law to hire kids under age sixteen, etc. Alex tries to defend his readiness, but 

the employer is adamant. Alex leaves with a discouraged look on his face. 

Employer 2: Alex approaches the second employer and asks for a job. The employer asks about 

his experience. Alex says he‘s been in school for ___ years, he‘s raked leaves for his 

neighbor, he‘s loaded the dishwasher millions of times, etc. The employer shakes her 

head throughout Alex‘s list, obviously not impressed. When Alex finishes reciting his 

experiences, the employer, in a shocked voice, asks, ―You mean you‘ve never been the 

president of a bank? You‘ve never piloted an airplane? You‘ve never published a 

magazine?‖ etc. The employer says this is a job for people who‘ve had real jobs and real 

experience. Alex leaves with his head hanging, looking defeated. 

Employer 3: Alex approaches the third employer and asks for a job. The employer asks what 

skills Alex has. Alex says he can do math, use a computer, and play basketball. Getting 

excited, he adds to his list. He can deliver newspapers and pick up toys. The employer 

says those skills aren‘t needed. They already have tons of people who can do those 

things. He needs people who can build skyscrapers, cure diseases, and design cars. Can 

Alex do any of those? he inquires. When Alex admits that he cannot, the employer tells 

him he is not qualified. The employer needs people who‘ve got lots of skills that take 

years to learn. Looking more defeated than ever, head hanging, a dejected look on his 

face, Alex leaves. 

Employer 4: Alex approaches the fourth and final employer. As he nears this person‘s office 

area, he looks very surprised to see a sign which reads ―JOBS FOR GOD.‖ He points to 

the sign and slowly sounds out the words (for non-readers). He looks around nervously, 

and appears quite intimidated as he approaches this employer. In a nervous voice, he 
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introduces himself and asks, ―This is where people apply for jobs for God?‖ When 

assured that it is, he starts to excuse himself, saying he couldn‘t possibly be qualified and 

he‘s sorry to have bothered the interviewer. The interviewer stops his apologies and says 

excitedly that there is a job for Alex. Dumbfounded, Alex asks, ―But am I not too 

young?‖ When assured he‘s just the right age, Alex asks about his experience and his 

skills. The interviewer keeps assuring Alex that he‘s absolutely qualified and that there is 

a job for him. Alex‘s face begins to light up and his voice becomes animated as he keeps 

responding with excited exclamations: ―Really?‖ ―Super!‖ ―Great!‖ Finally he asks what 

the job is, and the interview puts an arm around Alex‘s shoulder and starts to lead him 

away, all the while describing potential jobs. ―Well, there are lonely kids in your school 

who need a friend, and elderly people who need someone young to help them. There are 

many hungry people in the world and you could help earn money to buy them food, . . .‖ 

The voice fades and characters disappear offstage. 

Script Option Two 

Cast: One job seeker and four potential employers.  

Employer 1: Applicant anxiously approaches first employer and says she‘s there to apply for the 

job opening they have. The employer, looking bored, reaches behind herself to pick up an 

application, slaps it on the table like she‘s done it a hundred times, and says to fill it out. 

Nervously the applicant writes in answers, mumbling to herself about her hopefulness in 

getting the job and her worries about not getting it. When she gives the application to the 

employer, she inquires about her chances for the job and the employer says, ―We‘ll call 

you.‖ When pressed again, the employer tells the applicant that there‘s only one job but 

there are 4,358,173 applications. Applicant gasps, leaves looking very discouraged. 
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Employer 2: Applicant asks about a job and is rudely told there are no jobs. Rather desperately, 

the applicant tells how she‘ll do anything, no job is too small, etc. Employer is uncaring 

and ignores desperation, saying something like, ―I told you lady, we don‘t have any jobs 

here.‖ 

Employer 3: When the applicant arrives she is given an application; the employer seems glad to 

see her. The applicant begins to fill out the application. After a few moments she looks up 

at employer and says, ―This says you need someone to walk a tight rope across the Grand 

Canyon.‖ Employer agrees that this is part of the job. Nervously the applicant continues 

to work on the application. The applicant, speaking as if to herself, ―reads‖ a couple more 

outrageous skills that are necessary. The requirements get more and more impossible, 

ending up with having to be able to fly or something equally preposterous. Finally the 

applicant leaves after telling the employer she doesn‘t think she can do this job. 

Employer 4: The applicant is graciously and warmly received with statements like, ―We‘ve been 

waiting for you to arrive. We have just the job for you.‖ Perplexed, the applicant keeps 

asking, ―But don‘t you want to know my qualifications? Don‘t you need to know if I can 

do the job?‖ The employer answers with assurances such as, ―This job was designed 

especially for you. God gave you exactly the skills and gifts you‘ll need to do this job. 

God will help you do anything that seems hard.‖ When the applicant asks what company 

she‘ll be working for, the employer says, ―Why, the kingdom of God, of course.‖ The 

two finally walk away from the stage area, talking together about the wonderful 

opportunities for doing God‘s work, etc. 
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CLOSING 

The job hunter (or Alex) showed us that God does use kids to do His work. There may be 

lots of jobs kids can‘t yet do, but God always has jobs for kids. Let‘s make a list of some ways 

you have done God‘s work already. 

For Sparks 

Have a leader help write down the clubber‘s ideas. 

For T & T 

Assign a person to be the recorder, and make a written list of as many things that you can 

think of that kids have done. 

Prayer 

Ask kids to bow their heads and pray silently, asking God to bring someone to their 

minds that He wants them to help in some way. When they feel that God has done that, they may 

raise their hands for a moment to let you know. Close in prayer, asking God to use your students 

to do His work. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

GOD USES A YOUNG GIRL 

 

Objectives 

 Children will understand that God wants to use every one of His followers, including 

kids, to do His work. They will be more aware of what they can do to serve God. 

 Children will feel inspired to be used by God and will feel increased confidence that God 

can and will use them. 

 Children will increase their involvement in doing things that are God‘s work, and will 

look for opportunities to serve God. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Felt figures for story (Betty Lukens materials) 

 Story script 

 

Schedule 
Scripture Reference: Exodus 2:1–10 

Praise and Worship: 5–7 minutes 

Teaching Time: 15–16 minutes 

Closing: 5–6 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME 

Do you remember Alex, the job hunter from last week? What important lesson did we 

learn from Alex? (Pause for answers.) Right. Kids can do God‘s work. 

Did you know God has jobs for absolutely everyone who follows him? He has so much 

work that needs to be done, and he can use anyone who is willing to do his work. In fact, did you 

know that sometimes God has jobs that only kids can do—jobs that adults just can‘t do. Let‘s 

hear a story about a kid in the Bible whom God used in a very important way. 

This story happens in Egypt. The king of Egypt, who was called Pharaoh, was very 

worried. There were some people living in his country who were not Egyptians. They were 

Hebrews, and they lived in a part of Egypt called Goshen. When they first came to live in his 

land, there weren‘t very many of them. But they had children, and their children had children, 

and their children had children, and in time there were very many Hebrews. One day the pharaoh 

visited Goshen and he was surprised to see so many Hebrews. And he was very worried. He 

hurried back to his palace and called together his security advisors (or helpers). ―There are so 

many Hebrews in Goshen,‖ he told them. ―What if, in the springtime when we go to war, what if 

they join our enemies in fighting us? What if they win the war and we become their slaves. 

We‘ve got to do something fast.‖ 

Pharaoh‘s advisors were as worried as he was. They discussed what to do, and finally 

decided they would make the Hebrews build two huge cities, and they would work them to 

death. So the Egyptians made the Hebrews work very, very hard in the hot African sun. They 

made the job as hard as possible, but God helped the Hebrews, and few died. The next time 

Pharaoh drove his chariot through Goshen, he was very upset to see that there were still many 

Hebrews. 
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So Pharaoh again talked to his advisors. He told them that the plan to work the Hebrews 

to death hadn‘t worked. The advisors thought of another plan, and that was for all of the baby 

boys to be killed. If they were all dead, they couldn‘t grow up to become soldiers who could go 

to war. This plan would surely work.  

The pharaoh and his advisors called in the women who helped the Hebrew babies be 

born. These women, Shiphra and Puah, were told to kill every baby boy that was born into a 

Hebrew family. Pharaoh didn‘t realize these two women were both smart and good. The Bible 

says they were more afraid to disobey God than they were to disobey Pharaoh. So they didn‘t kill 

the baby boys. The next time Pharaoh visited Goshen, he was very upset. He could see there 

were baby boys everywhere—riding on their big sisters‘ backs, being rocked by their grandmas 

under palm trees, sleeping on their porches. The plan to kill them hadn‘t worked either. Back to 

the palace went the pharaoh, as angry as could be. He called his advisors together again, and told 

them what he had seen. Their second plan had failed. 

Angrily the pharaoh and advisors talked about what to do. They had to come up with a 

plan that would not fail. They were furious and they were willing to be very cruel. They decided 

they would send Egyptians into Goshen to capture and kill every baby boy. It was a terrible time 

for the Hebrews when this plan was carried out. Many baby boys were killed. 

It was during this time that a mom and dad named Jockabed and Amram learned they 

were going to have a baby. I‘m guessing that they prayed for a baby girl—not because they 

didn‘t like boys, but because they didn‘t want to have their baby killed. The months passed and 

the day came for their baby to be born. The Bible says he was a very handsome child, and when 

he was placed in Jockabed‘s arms, she must have said to Amram, ―Look what a darling baby we 

have.‖ And then, with fear in her voice, ―But Amram, our baby is a boy.‖ They both knew what 
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that meant, and they decided to do everything they could to save their baby‘s life. First, they 

chose to hide him. That would give them time to make a plan to save his life. 

Jockabed and Amram thought and prayed about how to save their baby, whose name was 

Moses. Finally they came up with a daring plan. They would put their baby in a special basket 

that could float. They would put it in the river—right at the place where the pharoah‘s daughter, 

the princess, took her bath. Of course, the princess would see the little boy and take him straight 

to her father. But Jockabed and Amram asked God to help the princess love their little boy and 

decide to adopt him. As hard as this was, they knew this was the way to save their baby. 

Jockabed had much work to do to get ready for this daring plan. She had to make a basket 

that was very safe. It was made from reeds, which she wove in and out in a boat shape. When the 

long hours of weaving were finished, she covered the basket with a sticky substance, kind of like 

tar, to make it waterproof. I wonder if she sent her daughter, Miriam, to the well to get water to 

pour in the boat to make sure there were no leaks. This was the basket that would save Moses‘ 

life. 

When the basket was done, it was time to carry out the plan. Miriam would be the one to 

talk with the princess. Probably it was illegal for people to be in the princess‘s bath area, but 

maybe a kid would be excused. Or perhaps they thought the princess would be less suspicious of 

a young girl. 

Imagine what it must have been like in this home the night before baby Moses was taken 

to the river. I don‘t think Jockabed slept that night. I‘m guessing she held her little three-month-

old son all night, snuggling him close and praying that the plan would work. I doubt if Amram 

slept either. I think this young Hebrew father probably spent the night praying to God, asking 

Him to save his little boy, and to protect his wife and daughter the next day. 
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Finally morning came. It was probably long before the sun came up that Jockabed woke 

up her young daughter. ―Honey, it‘s time to get up. Today is the day.‖ Jockabed and the two 

children needed to get out of the house before anyone could see them. They wouldn‘t want any 

nosy neighbors asking, ―Where are you going with that basket?‖  

The baby was fed one last time, wrapped in warm blankets, snuggled in his little basket, 

and it was time to go. Amram would have wrapped his arms around his family for one last 

prayer, and then they were gone. 

When the three reached the princess‘s bath area, Jockabed looked around for a place for 

Miriam to hide. She chose some tall plants, and helped her daughter sneak into the hiding place. 

Then this young mother walked down to the river‘s edge, knelt by the water, and forced herself 

to place the little basket in the dangerous waters and turn away. It was time for her to leave. 

When she gave Miriam a final hug, I wonder if the little girl was scared. I wonder if she told her 

mother, ―Mom, I can‘t do this.‖ If she did, I‘m sure Jockabed would have said that God would be 

with her and that He would help her. Then Jockabed had to turn and take what must have been 

the hardest steps she had ever taken in her life. She had to walk away and leave her two children 

at the river. 

It wasn‘t long before the princess arrived for her bath. Almost right away she noticed a 

small boat-shaped basket in the river, and she was puzzled. She sent a servant to get it. When the 

servant reached the basket and looked inside, she was astonished. She looked up at the princess 

and said in surprise, ―Why Princess, it‘s a baby.‖ A baby! The princess was astonished, too. The 

servant quickly pushed the little boat to the princess and when she looked inside and saw the 

little boy, she wanted him.  
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This is exactly what Jockabed and Amram had hoped would happen. If the princess took 

the baby, her father, the pharaoh, wouldn‘t have him killed. Miriam, her heart pounding, 

remembered what she was supposed to do. She jumped out of her hiding place, ran to the 

princess, and asked, ―Do you want me to help you find someone to take care of the baby?‖ And 

the princess said, ―Yes‖! 

Miriam ran back up the sandy path toward home to tell her parents what had happened. 

When she pushed open the door and Jockabed and Amram saw her face, they could tell she had 

wonderful news. Imagine her dancing all over the room, screaming with delight, ―It worked, it 

worked. Our baby‘s life is saved.‖ Then Miriam had to describe everything that happened. She 

told her mother, ―The princess wants you to take care of Moses, and she said she would pay you 

well.‖ 

Jockabed brought her little boy home, and the princess paid her to take care of him until 

he was older. Then he went to the palace to live. Even though Moses enjoyed many wonderful 

things in the palace, he never forgot his real family. And when he grew up, God used him to help 

the Hebrew people escape from Egypt and find a land that could be their own. These wonderful 

things happened because a little girl let God use her to save her brother‘s life. 

 

CLOSING 

God probably won‘t need you to do what Miriam did when she helped save her baby 

brother‘s life, but he does need you to do His work. Do you remember that last week, many of 

you asked God to help you think of someone you could show His love to in some way? Did any 

of you have a chance to do that since we last met? (Allow time for sharing. Or, if you hear of a 
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child who followed through well on this, you may wish to interview him or her about this 

experience.)  

Sparks and T & T 

Discus service projects and their progress. 

Prayer 

Divide children into prayer groups. Close with prayer for all of the children and adults to 

always be ready to do God‘s work, and for the persons whom the children served during the past 

week. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

GARBAGE IN, GARBAGE OUT 

 

Lesson Objectives 
 Children will understand that God, through the Bible, teaches us to have clean minds by 

thinking good and pure thoughts, and by refusing to fill our minds with bad or impure 

reading, listening, and viewing materials. 

 Children will have an increased desire to be obedient in this area. 

 Children will choose good reading, listening, and viewing materials, and will choose not 

to read, listen to, and view spiritually harmful materials. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Puppet or costume for Toby 

 Drama script (two actors) 

 Garbage can 

 Bibles with selected passages ready to read 

 Poster paper and markers, crayons or other drawing supplies 

 

Schedule 
Scripture Reference: Romans 12:2; Philippians 4:8 

Praise and Worship: 7–9 minutes 

Teaching Time: 12–15 minutes 

Closing: 5–7 minutes
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TEACHING TIME - DRAMA: Feeding Your Mind 

Cast: Toby, an Oscar-the-Grouch-type puppet or a human character who eats garbage; Teacher. 

(A number of vendors sell Sesame Street‘s Oscar the Grouch puppets with a garbage can 

attached.)  

Script 

TOBY: (Toby ambles onto the stage and heads for a garbage can. He sticks his head down into 

the can, and comes up making chewing motions and smacking his lips.) 

TEACHER: (Steps onto the stage.) Toby, what are you doing? 

TOBY: (Barely stopping to answer in a deep gravelly voice.) Eating, yum, yum. (He dives back 

into garbage can.) 

TEACHER: (In a shocked voice.) Eating from a garbage can? 

TOBY: Yeah . . . yum, yum. (Smacks lips.) 

TEACHER: That‘s disgusting! What are you eating? 

TOBY: Rotten bananas, yum, yum. 

TEACHER: Yuck. 

TOBY: Green slime. Yum, yum, yum. 

TEACHER: That‘s terrible! 

TOBY: Moldy hamburgers. (Lips smack.) 

TEACHER: That makes me sick. Toby, you remind me of the way a lot of kids feed their minds. 

TOBY: Feed their minds? What are you talking about? 

TEACHER: Well, lots of kids feed their minds on dirty magazines. 

TOBY: That‘s disgusting. 

TEACHER: And bad jokes. 
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TOBY: Yuck. 

TEACHER: And rotten TV shows with lots of violence and lying . . . 

TOBY: That‘s terrible.  

TEACHER: . . . and conversations filled with put downs and gossip. 

TOBY: That makes me sick. 

TEACHER: Me too. The Bible tells us to fill our minds with things that are good. 

TOBY: Yeah? Like what? 

TEACHER: Well, good magazines and TV shows; hanging out with friends who say good things 

about others and refuse to use bad words; listening to teachers and other people who 

teach truth. When we fill our minds with garbage, garbage comes out. But when we fill 

our minds with good things, our actions show it. Let‘s see what God has to say about this. 

TEACHING TIME  - Discussion 

(Have two readers prepared to read the following Scriptures:) 

―Don‘t be like the people of this world, but let God change the way you 

think. Then you will know how to do everything that is good and pleasing to him‖ 

(Rom. 12:2, NIrV). 

―Finally, my friends, keep your minds on whatever is true, pure, right, 

holy, friendly, and proper. Don‘t ever stop thinking about what is truly 

worthwhile and worthy of praise‖ (Phil. 4:8, NIrV). 
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CLOSING 

Sparks Questions  

 How do we feed our minds? (By what we see, hear, and experience.) 

 How can we feed our minds good and healthy food? (Reading our Bible, prayer, 

Christian music, church.) 

 When bad or yucky food wants to get in, what can you do? (Turn off the TV, turn off the 

radio, walk away, etc.) 

T & T 

Invite kids to make a commitment regarding the feeding of their minds. Talk through 

specific ways they can feed it well. Have kids make a poster showing their commitment, and 

encourage them to hang the poster in their bedrooms or somewhere in their homes, to remind 

them of their commitment.  

Let’s Practice 

1. If you‘re watching TV and they start talking about something bad or nasty, what do 

you do? 

2. If someone on the playground starts using bad words, what do you do? 

3. If you‘re listening to the radio and a song has curse words in it, what do you do? 

Prayer 

Include a time of commitment to feed one‘s mind with good things. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

THE TONGUE 

 

Objectives 

 Children will understand that God, through the Bible, teaches us to speak kind, 

encouraging, truthful words, and to not allow our words to be unkind and untruthful. 

 Children will be inspired to be obedient in the way they use their words. 

 Children will choose to make progress in controlling their words by using more kind and 

helpful expressions and by working to control hurtful and untruthful words. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Bibles with selected passages bookmarked or underlined 

 Drama script (2 actors) 

 Piece of rope 20–50 inches long (for puppet or human character) 

 Costume or puppet—Costume: Using a stiff pink fabric (corduroy, denim), make a 

tongue costume which can be worn by a person holding his or her arms in an arc over his 

or her head. The height of the costume will need to be the height of the actor plus about 

twelve inches. You may cut out a small rectangle for eyes, and sew a piece on netting or 

sheer fabric into the opening or you may have a helper guide the tongue actor into 

position, without his or her being able to see anything but the floor. Puppet: Make a 

tongue puppet using the same shape. Make the puppet 10–11 inches tall. It should be stiff 

enough to hold its shape, so, depending on the fabric used, it may need to have an iron-on 

stiffening product added. 

 
 

Schedule 
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Scripture Reference: Psalm 141:3; James 3:2, 5, 8, 9  

Praise and Worship: 8–10 minutes 

Teaching Time: 10–12 minutes 

Closing: 7–8 minutes



 

 

  51 

 

 

TEACHING TIME - Drama 

Cast: The tongue (a full bodied costumed character or a puppet); a teacher 

Prop: a rope to tie the tongue  

TEACHER: (The teacher steps onto the stage or to the front of the room and then the tongue 

appears. The teacher looks very surprised.) 

TONGUE: (Ad lib very nice things about the teacher, the kids, the church building, etc.) Wow 

what a great teacher. You kids sure are lucky. Look at those great kids. They are 

awesome. What a fantastic church! That singing was wonderful . . . (Tongue continues to 

compliment while Teacher begins to speak.) 

TEACHER: (Smiling and looking around proudly) Well thank you. (To the kids): Isn‘t this a good 

tongue? Just listen to those great things it is saying about us. (Tongue continues to 

compliment.) 

TONGUE: (Swiftly changing—begins to insult and criticize.) This place stinks. What a group of 

nerds. I hate it here. 

TEACHER: (Shocked) What? (Looking at the tongue) What happened to you? You were saying 

such nice things, and now listen to you. You‘re saying terrible things. Can good things 

and bad things come from the same mouth? 

TONGUE: (Tongue continues to insult and criticize, getting louder.) 

TEACHER: (Looking very distressed) I‘ve got to get control of this tongue. (Looks around and 

sees rope lying on floor. Picks it up and hurries to tongue, and tries to wrap the rope 

around it. The tongue writhes and wriggles, making this job impossible. Finally, the 

teacher calls another person to take the tongue away.) 
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TEACHING TIME  - Discussion 

That tongue reminds me of some verses in the Bible. Let‘s read what the Bible says about 

our tongues. (Ask students or adult helpers to read the following verses aloud.) 

Lord, help me control my tongue; help me be careful about what I say (Ps. 

141:3, NIrV). 

All of us do many wrong things. But if you can control your tongue, you 

are mature and able to control your whole body (James 3:2, NIrV). 

Our tongues are small too, and yet they brag about big things. It takes only 

a spark to start a forest fire (James 3:5, NIrV). 

But our tongues get out of control. They are restless and evil, and always 

spreading deadly poison (James 3:8, NIrV). 

My dear friends, with our tongues we speak both praises and curses. We 

praise our Lord and Father, and we curse people who were created to be like God, 

and this isn‘t right (James 3:9, NIrV). 

 

CLOSING 

After the verses have been read, ask the group to list ways the tongue gets out of control 

and sins. Include gossip, put-downs, criticism, lies, etc. Make a second list of ways the tongue 

can be helpful. Include encouraging, instructing, complimenting, telling the truth, etc. 

(Recording the lists on a white board or poster will give visual reinforcement to the ideas.)  

Use the following discussion questions to help kids make application of the lesson. 
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Sparks Questions 

 How does your tongue get you into trouble? 

 What good things have you said with your tongue? 

T & T Questions 

 How does your tongue get you into trouble? 

 Why do you think the Bible says that if a person can control his or her tongue, he or she 

can control the whole body? 

 Have you ever spoken both good things and bad things with your tongue? 

Prayer 

Ask kids to confess sins of the tongue and ask for God‘s spirit to help them control their 

tongues. Small prayer groups would work well here if time permits. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH, PART 1 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 Children will understand and believe that God knows everything, can do anything, and 

loves us so much that He has a good plan for our lives, which includes using for good 

what others meant for harm. 

 Children will feel secure in knowing God can be trusted. 

 When difficult things happen, children will choose to go to God and to trust Him. They 

will try to do their best in hard situations. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Story Script 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: Genesis 37:3–34 

Praise and Worship: 8–10 minutes 

Teaching Time: 15–18 minutes 

Closing: 4–5 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - Introduction 

(Use this fun activity to introduce the many-colored coat of Joseph. Announce a color, 

and ask all children wearing that color to stand and hop on one foot while you count to ten. Then 

select another color, and have all children wearing that color make funny faces. Continue with 

color choices and activities until all children have had a chance to participate. Then introduce the 

story.) 

 

Today we‘re going to hear a story about a boy who had a coat with all of these colors. 

And that coat got him into big trouble. 

TEACHING TIME  - Story 

The story we‘re going to hear tonight is told in the very first book of the Bible—Genesis. 

It happened thousands of years ago, but it reminds us of things that happen today. It is a story 

about some brothers who didn‘t get along, and a man who really trusted God. 

Joseph was a boy with lots of brothers. He had ten brothers who were older than he was, 

and one brother who was younger, Benjamin. Eleven brothers—twelve sons—who did not 

always get along. Jacob, the father of all these sons, did something very unfair. He had a 

favorite—Joseph, and Jacob gave him an expensive gift. It was a coat made with many colors. 

Of course Joseph‘s brothers did not like to be left out and to see their father treating Joseph with 

such favoritism. But they acted much worse than their father, and did some terrible things to get 

even with their dad and their brother. Here‘s the story: 

One day Jacob gave Joseph a job to do. The ten older brothers had taken the family‘s 

sheep to a field that was far from home. Jacob wanted to know if they were doing all right so he 

sent Joseph to check on them. Joseph walked a long time before he finally saw the sheep herds 
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and his brothers in the distance. They also saw him, and were reminded of how angry they were. 

They said to each other, ―Let‘s kill him. We‘ll tell Father a wild animal got him.‖ Reuben, the 

oldest of the brothers, didn‘t want to kill Joseph, but he knew he had to trick the others to keep 

this from happening. So he suggested a plan: ―Let‘s just throw him into a dry well and leave him 

there.‖ Reuben thought he could rescue Joseph later. The brothers agreed to this plan, thinking 

they would leave Joseph there to die. 

 As Joseph got closer to his brothers, they began to surround him. He got scared when he 

saw the anger in their eyes. With a shaky voice, he told them why he had come. ―You guys, 

Father wanted me to see how you are doing. Are you all right?‖ As the brothers moved closer, 

Joseph could see that they had an evil plan. He was getting very scared. Then he felt rough hands 

grabbing his arms and shoulders and dragging him across the ground. With panic in his voice, he 

begged his brothers to let him go, to tell him what they were doing. Finally the dragging stopped, 

and Joseph‘s heart sank when he saw they were by the deep, dry well. He knew what the brothers 

were going to do, and he begged them not to throw him into this hole. But they only laughed at 

his fear as they pulled off his beautiful coat and tossed him into the pit. Joseph felt himself 

falling, falling, and then he hit the bottom with a terrible thud. He was hurt and scared. Joseph 

thought about what was ahead for him. His brothers had left him there to die. 

As Reuben watched and waited for a chance to rescue Joseph, the brothers again saw 

someone approaching in the distance. A long line of camels carrying heavy loads was walking 

across the fields. The brothers knew who was coming. It was a group of traders from Egypt. 

These travelers took long trips to many countries to trade for valuable things they could sell in 

their home country. The brothers knew the Egyptians not only bought spices and jewels, but also 

slaves. This was a chance to make some money. One of the brothers, named Judah, asked the 
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others, ―What good will it do us to kill our brother and hide his body? Let‘s sell him to these 

Egyptians as a slave, and we‘ll be rich. After all, he is our brother.‖ So, for twenty pieces of 

silver, Joseph‘s brothers sold him as a slave. 

Joseph was so scared as he traveled to Egypt. He had been the favorite son of a rich man, 

and now he was a slave to a group of cruel men. They didn‘t care about him. They only wanted 

to use him to get rich themselves. What would happen to him in Egypt? What would his father 

think when he didn‘t return home? But Joseph had one thing going for him. He worshiped the 

one true God, and he trusted Him. Even though things were very bad, Joseph knew God had not 

forgotten him. Even though his father would not know where he was, Joseph knew God was with 

him and would never leave him. 

After Joseph left with the slave traders, his brothers killed an animal and dipped his coat 

in the blood. Then they took the coat home and told their father the lie they had planned. They 

said they had found the coat and could see that an animal had killed their brother. Jacob was 

filled with terrible sadness. When the family tried to comfort him, he said he could not be 

comforted, but would be sad for the rest of his life. 

Wow. It doesn‘t look like God is watching out for Joseph, does it? It looks like Joseph 

has been forgotten. Next week we‘ll see that God knew what He was doing, and that Joseph was 

smart to trust Him. 

 

CLOSING 

Sparks Question 

 What was the special gift Joseph received from his father? (Coat of many colors) 

 How did that coat make his brothers feel? (Angry, jealous) 
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 What did the brothers do to Joseph? (They threw him in a well, took his coat, and sold 

him to slave traders.) 

 If you were Joseph, how would you have felt? 

T & T Questions 

 What was the significance of Joseph‘s coat of many colors? (It showed that his father, 

Jacob, favored him over his eleven brothers.) 

 The brothers acted out of jealousy. What have you ever done to someone because of 

jealousy? How did that action make you feel? 

 When Joseph was down in the pit and traveling to Egypt, he probably felt alone and 

scared. Have you ever been really scared or felt all alone? Share stories. 

 Who do you relate to better in the story, Joseph or the brothers? Why? 

Prayer 

Let‘s talk to God now, and let Him know we trust Him. Some of you might be going 

through something hard. Remember that God knows what He is doing, and you can trust Him to 

help you and to bring good out of what seems bad. (Pray together as a large group, or in smaller 

groups if time and space permit.)  
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH, PART 2 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 Children will understand that God knows everything, can do anything, and loves us so 

much that He has a good plan for our lives, which includes using for good what others 

meant for harm. 

 Children will feel secure in knowing God can be trusted. 

 When difficult things happen, children will choose to go to God and to trust Him. They 

will try to do their best in hard situations. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Story script 

 Slush powder (which can be ordered from any magic shop)  

 A translucent or opaque cup 

 A container of water 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: Genesis 39:1—41:57 

Praise and Worship: 6–8 minutes 

Teaching Time: 15–18 minutes 

Closing: 5–6 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - Introduction 

(Use the following activity to introduce the topic of trust. Before the lesson, place a small 

amount of the slush powder in an empty translucent or opaque cup. The slush powder should not 

be visible to the children, which is why a transparent cup should not be used.) 

 

I need a helper. Someone who really trusts me; someone who will do whatever I tell him 

or her to do. (As children volunteer, reiterate that the volunteer must trust you so much that he or 

she will do whatever you say, believing that you would never hurt him or her. Select a child to 

come to the front and stand by you.) Are you sure you really trust me? Will you do whatever I 

ask? If you won‘t, I need to find another volunteer. (Make a big point of this.) 

(Pour 2–3 ounces of water into the cup which contains slush powder, holding the supplies 

so that all the kids can see what you‘re doing. The mixture will immediately become solid. It is 

essential that you do not allow the volunteer to see inside the cup. Have the volunteer hold his or 

her hands above the head, and then place the cup in his or her hands. Have the child make 

several movements with the cup. Hold it high with your right hand. Hold it in your left hand and 

turn in a circle, etc. These movements are unrelated to the illusion, but give added mystery.  

Then, dramatically, instruct the child to hold the cup over his or her head and tip it upside down.  

Of course, everyone expects water to pour over the volunteer‘s head, but it doesn‘t. Take the cup 

before the child has a chance to look inside.) 

What did you think when I told you to turn the cup upside down? Did you expect to get 

wet? (Pause for an answer.) But you trusted me, and you did what I asked you to do. Today 

we‘re going to hear how Joseph trusted God, even when it seemed that God was letting bad 

things happen. Joseph knew God could be trusted and God would be faithful, and He was. 
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TEACHING TIME  - Story 

When Joseph got to Egypt, he was placed in the slave market to be bought. The man who 

bought him, a soldier named Potiphar, was a very important man in charge of the guards at the 

king‘s palace. Joseph could have been very mad at Potiphar for buying him, and could have 

behaved badly. He could have tried to get even with Potiphar, like Joseph‘s brothers did with 

him and his dad. But because Joseph trusted God to be in charge of his life, he did his best to be 

a good worker, even though he wasn‘t where he wanted to be. Joseph worked hard and did his 

jobs carefully. Potiphar was impressed with his new slave. He gave him harder jobs and more 

important jobs, and Joseph did every duty well. Finally, Potiphar put Joseph in charge of his 

whole house and all of his property. 

One day, as Joseph worked in Potiphar‘s house, his master‘s wife grabbed on to him. She 

liked Joseph, she said, and wanted to be with him instead of with her husband. Joseph was 

shocked. He told her she should be faithful to her husband, and he would not agree to what she 

wanted. Joseph ran out of the room, leaving his coat in her hands. She was really mad about this, 

and she yelled for the servants. When they came running, she told lies about Joseph. She said 

Joseph had attacked her. ―Look,‖ she said, ―when he heard me scream he ran off and left his 

coat.‖ When Potiphar came home, his wife showed him the coat and told him the same lies. 

Potiphar was so furious with Joseph, he had him put into prison. 

Things looked very bad for Joseph in prison. He was in a country that was not his own. 

He had no family to help him. A very important man who had trusted him now believed lies 

about him, and wanted him to be punished. But Joseph still had one very good thing going for 

him. What was it? (Pause for children to answer.) That‘s right; he trusted the one true God and 

worshiped him. He knew God hadn‘t forgotten him. The Bible tells us that God made the jail 
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warden (or jail boss) like Joseph and want to be his friend. As Potiphar had done, the jail warden 

put Joseph in charge of everything in the prison. And God was with Joseph and helped him do a 

good job. 

Two of the king‘s servants were in jail with Joseph. They had some strange dreams. The 

Egyptians believed that dreams gave them clues about things that were going to happen, and they 

wanted to know what their dreams meant. They were quite worried, and when Joseph saw them 

the next day, he asked what was wrong. ―We each had a dream last night,‖ they answered, ―and 

there is no one to tell us what they mean.‖ 

Joseph answered, ―Doesn‘t God know the meaning of dreams? Tell me what you 

dreamed and I‘ll ask God to help me know what they mean.‖ Joseph listened to their answers and 

God helped him tell them what the dreams meant. He told one of the servants, ―In three days, 

you will get out of jail and you‘ll get to go back to your old job working for the king. When these 

good things happen to you, please don‘t forget about me. Tell the king how I was kidnapped 

from my home country and put in this jail because of lies told about me. I have done nothing to 

deserve being here.‖ Three days later, things happened just as Joseph had said they would. The 

man got out of jail and went back to the palace. Joseph waited for a message from the servant. 

Had he told the king about Joseph‘s unfair treatment? Had he tried to get Joseph out of jail? He 

had not. When the servant got out of jail, he went back to his old life and forgot all about Joseph. 

Joseph‘s life seemed to be getting worse and worse. But he had one great thing going for 

him? What was it? (Pause again, to let children answer.) That‘s right. He worshiped and trusted 

the one true God. He knew that God knew right where he was. He knew God had the power to do 

anything, and God was in charge of his life. God was up to something. Joseph just didn‘t know 

what. 
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For two long years, Joseph waited in prison, and the servant he had helped did not 

remember him. Then one morning the king was quite upset. He had had some strange dreams the 

night before. In one of his dreams, he saw seven fat cows eating grass along the banks of the Nile 

River. Seven skinny cows came out of the river and ate the seven fat cows. Quite a strange 

dream! The king asked his wise men what the dream meant, but no one could tell him. Then the 

king‘s servant remembered Joseph. He said to the king, ―Now I remember what I was supposed 

to do. When I was in prison, I had a dream that I didn‘t understand, and a man named Joseph told 

me what it meant. He was right, and everything happened just as he said.‖ Excitedly the king 

sent for Joseph. Joseph must have been very surprised when the message came. ―Quickly, get 

shaved. Change your clothes. Clean up. The king wants to see you.‖ It had been a very long time 

since Joseph had entered prison, and now he was on his way to the palace. 

Joseph walked down the long palace hallway. Gold and rich velvet and jewels were 

everywhere. How different from the prison. He looked at the people in the palace, dressed in 

very expensive clothes. He hadn‘t seen people dressed like that for a long time. Finally he saw 

the king sitting on a huge throne. The guard who was leading him took Joseph right up to the 

edge of the throne. The king looked at Joseph, and said, ―I had a dream and no one can tell me 

what it means. I‘ve heard that when you hear a dream, you can explain it.‖ 

―I can‘t do it,‖ Joseph answered, ―but my God can.‖ Pharaoh told Joseph his dream about 

the skinny and fat cows, and God told Joseph what it meant. ―Egypt will have seven years of 

wonderful crops and great harvests,‖ Joseph told the king. ―There will be plenty of food for 

everyone, and even lots left over. That‘s what the fat cows mean. But then, there will be seven 

years of very poor crops when not nearly enough food will be grown for your people. That‘s 

what the skinny cows mean. So,‖ Joseph advised, ―you should look for a very wise person to be 
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in charge of the land of Egypt. During the seven good years, he should take some of the extra 

crops and save them for the bad years. Then your people will have enough to eat during the 

seven bad years.‖ 

The king was amazed at how wise Joseph was. He said to his palace workers, ―God is 

with this man. We can‘t find anyone else like him.‖ Then the king asked Joseph to be the one in 

charge of all the land of Egypt. ―All the people must obey you,‖ he told him. Joseph realized that 

all those years when he was learning to trust God in terrible places was over. In one short day, 

Joseph left prison and became the ruler of Egypt. 

Joseph‘s story certainly shows us that God can be trusted. Even though Joseph lived 

through some very hard times, God was in control all the time, and God knew what he was 

doing. 

 

CLOSING 

Sparks Questions 

 What were some of the bad things that happened to Joseph? (His brothers hated him; he 

was thrown in pit, sold, and in prison.) 

 How did Joseph respond when these things happened? Did he get angry and be mean 

back? Did he give up? Did he become a hateful person? (No) What did he do? (He 

trusted God no matter what!) 

 Do bad things ever happen to you like they did to Joseph? What can you do when those 

bad things happen? (I can trust God no matter what!) 

Let‘s say that together: ―I can trust God no matter what!‖ 

T & T Questions 
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Ask your students to help list the troubles in Joseph‘s life. These will include the brothers 

who hated him, the time in the pit, being sold to slave traders and to Potiphar, and being put in 

prison for so many years. Ask how Joseph showed that he trusted God in each of these hard 

times. 

Ask the children to think about a hard time in their lives. Give some examples: being 

made fun of at school, parents‘ divorce, losing a grandparent, etc. Kids who feel comfortable 

doing so may share aloud. Ask how kids can show that they trust God in hard times. Move to 

these conclusions: 

 We should choose to trust God even when we go through hard things and we can‘t 

see any evidence that He is changing our situation. We can do this by refusing to let 

our minds focus on our worries, by praying when we‘re troubled, and by reading 

Bible verses that remind us to trust. 

 We should try to do our best in every situation, just like Joseph did as a slave and a 

prisoner. 

Prayer 

Close with a prayer affirming trust in God.  
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH, PART 3 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 Children will understand that God knows everything, can do anything, and loves us so 

much that He has a good plan for our lives, which includes using for good what others 

meant for harm. 

 Children will feel secure in knowing God can be trusted. 

 When difficult things happen, children will choose to go to God and to trust Him. They 

will try to do their best in hard situations. 

 

Materials Needed 
 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Blindfold(s) 

 Obstacles for faith walk 

 Story script 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: Genesis 42:1—45:12 

Praise and Worship: 5–6 minutes 

Teaching Time: 15–18 minutes 

Closing: 5–7 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - Introduction 

(Do a ―faith walk‖ with children watching. Blindfold a volunteer, and lead him or her up 

stairs, around obstacles, etc. to demonstrate trusting in the dark. After the faith walk, ask children 

what it means to trust God when we can‘t see. Help them understand that, since we cannot see 

the future, it‘s like we‘re blindfolded as we experience life. When things happen that scare or 

upset us, we can trust God, even when we don‘t know how things will turn out, because we 

know He is leading us.)  

 

What happened to Joseph last week that might have looked like God wasn‘t taking care 

of him? (Pause for children‘s response.) This week we‘ll see that God was taking care of Joseph, 

and using what seemed bad to bring something good to Joseph. 

(If time and space allow, children could be divided into pairs, and everyone could do a 

faith walk. In each pair, one child would be blindfolded, and the other would lead. The two could 

then switch roles and repeat the faith walk.) 

 

TEACHING TIME  - Story 

Last week, we learned how Joseph was made the ruler of all the land of Egypt. He did 

exactly what he had advised the king should be done. He had huge buildings built and, for seven 

years, extra food was put in them. There was so much food, the Bible says it was like the grains 

of sand on beaches; it couldn‘t be measured. Then the bad years came. No crops would grow. 

People were hungry. Joseph opened up the big buildings and sold food to all the people of Egypt. 

People in other countries heard about the food for sale in Egypt, and they came to buy too. 

People were hungry all over the world. 
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Back in Canaan, where Joseph‘s family lived, his father and brothers were getting scared. 

None of their crops grew, and there was very little food left. Joseph‘s brothers didn‘t know how 

they would feed their children. They didn‘t know what they would eat. Jacob heard news that 

might help them. He said to his sons, ―I have heard that there is food in Egypt. Go there and buy 

food, so we will not die.‖ However, Jacob did not want his youngest son, Benjamin, to go on this 

trip. Since Joseph was gone, this son had become his favorite, and he wasn‘t going to send him 

far away. 

So Joseph‘s ten older brothers gathered the things they needed to take on their long trip—

bags to carry food and silver to pay for it. They said goodbye to their families, and traveled far 

away to the land of Egypt in search of food. When the men got to Egypt, they were taken to see 

the ruler, but they had no idea that the ruler was Joseph. When the brothers met with him, he was 

dressed in expensive Egyptian clothes and looked very different from the last time they had seen 

him. They didn‘t recognize Joseph, but he recognized them. How shocked he must have been to 

see them. They bowed down low and asked Joseph to sell them food. He wanted to see if they 

had changed, or if they were still hateful and bitter as they had been the last time he saw them, so 

he didn‘t tell them who he was. Instead, he said, ―I think you are spies.‖ Being accused of being 

spies was pretty scary to the men and they tried to convince Joseph that they were not. They told 

him they were just ten of twelve brothers. The youngest one, they said, had stayed home with 

their father and the other was gone. Joseph kept his brothers in a guarded room for three days, 

while he tried to think what to do. He wanted so much to be with his family again, but he wanted 

to make sure his brothers had changed. 

After three days, Joseph told the men that their youngest brother would have to come 

with them the next time they came to buy food. He said he would keep one of them in Egypt and 
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would not let him go until Benjamin came. The brothers were very worried when they heard this. 

―God is punishing us,‖ they told each other, ―because of what we did to Joseph. Remember that 

day we threw him in the pit. Remember how he begged to live, but we wouldn‘t listen. That‘s 

why all of this trouble is coming to us.‖ The brothers didn‘t know Joseph could understand their 

language. They didn‘t realize he knew what they were saying. He could see they were sorry for 

what they had done. 

Joseph kept one brother, Simeon, and the others left for home. Their families were so 

happy to have the food to eat, but their father, Jacob, was upset when they told him what the 

ruler of Egypt had said about Benjamin. When the food was gone and the brothers needed to go 

back to Egypt to buy more, they told Jacob again that Benjamin had to come along. Jacob was so 

afraid to allow this, but what else could he do? He told his sons to take many gifts to the 

Egyptian ruler. He hoped that this would persuade the ruler to be kind to them. 

Once again, the brothers arrived in Egypt. When Joseph saw them, he was so excited. He 

told one of his servants to prepare a big meal. He invited the men to his house for lunch. They 

were not excited about this invitation. They were terrified. They said to each other, ―If we go to 

his house, he‘ll overpower us and make us slaves.‖ But they didn‘t know what else to do, so they 

went to lunch. Simeon was brought out of jail, and all of the brothers bowed down to Joseph and 

gave him the gifts they had brought. When Joseph saw his younger brother, Benjamin, he started 

to cry and ran from the room. When he returned to the men, he had them sit at his table. He 

seated them in the order of their ages. Reuben, the oldest one was first, right down to Benjamin, 

the youngest one. The brothers were astonished. ―How does this Egyptian ruler know our ages?‖ 

they wondered. They shared a meal together at Joseph‘s table. 
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When it was time for the brothers to leave, Joseph told his manager, ―Fill the men‘s sacks 

with food and put the money they paid back into their sacks. Into Benjamin‘s sack, put my silver 

cup.‖ 

When the brothers started for home, they were excited. They had Simeon back, and their 

little brother, Benjamin, was perfectly safe. Their father would be so pleased. They hadn‘t gone 

far, however, when they heard one of Joseph‘s helpers running after them. ―Stop,‖ he called. 

Fearfully they stopped and waited for him to reach them. ―My master was very good to you,‖ he 

said sternly. ―Why did you steal his valuable silver cup?‖ The men were shocked. They told him 

they would never steal. ―If you find any of us has the cup,‖ they said, ―he will die and the rest of 

us will be your slaves.‖ 

―No,‖ said the man. ―The one who has the silver cup will be my slave, and the rest can go 

free.‖ He began to untie the sacks and look for the cup, although he already knew which sack he 

had put it in. He started with Reuben‘s sack, and saved Benjamin‘s for last. As each sack was 

searched, the brothers began to feel better. This man would see that they didn‘t have the silver 

cup. And then Benjamin‘s sack was opened. When Joseph‘s helper lifted the silver cup from that 

sack, the brothers‘ hearts sank. Oh no. What would they do? They all returned to Joseph‘s house 

and threw themselves down before him. Joseph sternly asked, ―What have you done? Why did 

you steal from me?‖ The terrified brothers hoped for mercy. They promised they would all be 

Joseph‘s slaves. ―No,‖ he answered. ―Only the one who stole the cup will be my slave.‖ 

―Please sir,‖ said Judah, one of the brothers. ―Our old father lost his favorite son many 

years ago. This boy, Benjamin, is now his favorite. He was so afraid to let Benjamin come with 

us. If we don‘t return with him, our father will die. I promised my father I would bring him 

home. Let me be your slave in Benjamin‘s place.‖ 
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Now Joseph knew that his brothers had changed. What Judah offered to do showed him 

that. Joseph told his brothers to come close to him. Fearfully, they obeyed. Then he said, ―I am 

your brother, Joseph. I‘m the one you sold into Egypt.‖ The brothers were terrified. The brother 

they had sold into slavery was a ruler? What would he do to pay them back for being so mean to 

him? But Joseph kept talking. ―Don‘t be upset,‖ he told them. ―What you thought would be bad 

for me, God has made good. God sent me here to save many lives—even to save your lives. It 

wasn‘t you who sent me here; it was God.‖ 

The brothers could hardly believe what they had heard. Once they got over being afraid 

and shocked, Joseph told them he wanted them to move to Egypt. He would give them a place to 

live. And, he wanted to see his father again. Then he sent the brothers on their way. When they 

got home, they had to tell their father what they had done so many years before. That must have 

been very hard. Then they packed up their animals and families, and they all moved to Egypt, 

where Joseph treated them with kindness and forgiveness. 

 

CLOSING 

Sparks Questions 

 What did we learn about God from Joseph‘s story? (I can trust God no matter what!—Get 

students to repeat this phrase after each scenario.) 

 When someone is mean to you and treats you bad, you know that: I can trust God no 

matter what! 

 When you don‘t know what will happen tomorrow but if feels like something bad: I can 

trust God no matter what! 

 When no one will be your friend and you feel all alone: I can trust God no matter what! 
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 When someone lies about you or hurts you, you know: I can trust God no matter what! 

Always remember: I can trust God no matter what! 

T & T Questions 

Ask the children what lessons about God they learn from Joseph‘s story. Work toward 

these conclusions: 

 God can be trusted, even when things look bad. 

 We should trust Him, in every situation. 

 We should try to do our best in every situation. 

 God can make bad things work for our good. 

 We should forgive others.  

Prayer 

Divide children into small prayer groups of four or five, or pray as a large group. Invite 

kids to tell God that they will trust Him with the things in their lives that are hard and that they 

don‘t understand. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

A CHANGED HEART 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 Children will understand and believe that God can change people‘s hearts. 

 Children will want to allow God to change them. Children will be motivated to make 

restitution when appropriate. 

 Children will accept Jesus‘ gift of salvation. Children will make restitution when 

appropriate. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Zacchaeus costume 

 Money bag for Zacchaeus 

 Coins—enough that each child can have 4–5 (These can be small pebbles, spray painted 

gold or silver.) 

 Treats for kids to buy with coins 

 Story script 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: Luke 19:1–10 

Praise and Worship: 5–7 minutes 

Teaching Time: 15–18 minutes 

Closing: 3–4 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME - Introduction 

(Distribute ―coins‖ to students, giving every child the same number, or distributing them 

according to requirements met, such as uniform worn, Bible brought, etc. Explain that they can 

use the coins to buy treats at the end of Large Group Time.  Zacchaeus will tax the kids, unfairly 

overcharging some, and then will repay them at the end of his story. He will need plenty of coins 

in his money bag to repay four times what he charged.) 

 

I‘d like to ask you to imagine something with me. Imagine that at your school some big 

kids came and told you and all your friends that they were your bosses. You had to do everything 

they said. You said you wouldn‘t do it, but they were much bigger and stronger than you, and 

they told you they would beat you up if you didn‘t obey. You saw them beat up some other kids, 

and you didn‘t want that to happen to you. So, you did what they said, but you hated it. Some 

days, they made you give them your lunch money. That was the pits. Then, one of the kids in 

your class started helping them. They would send him to take your lunch money, and you really 

hated to give it to him. But, if you didn‘t, you knew what would happen. How would you feel if 

this happened to you? (Allow for responses.) 

This is like what happened in Palestine when Jesus lived on earth. His country wasn‘t 

free. The Romans had decided to rule His country and lots of other countries, and the Roman 

army was stronger than all the other armies. So, the Romans ruled over Palestine, and the people 

hated the Romans. Some of the people in Palestine worked for the Romans. They made people 

pay money to the Romans. They were called tax collectors. People hated the tax collectors 

because they helped the Romans. But they hated them for another reason. The tax collectors 
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cheated. They made people pay the taxes to the Romans, but they made them pay extra, too. 

They kept the extra money for themselves. So the tax collectors were rich and hated. 

Tonight, we‘re going to meet a man named Zacchaeus. He is a tax collector. You‘ve all 

been given some coins which you can spend on snacks. Be careful around this man. He may take 

some of your money. 

 

TEACHING TIME  - Story 

(Zacchaeus enters, and begins to tax the kids, circulating through the room. He taxes 

small amounts from several children, but charges two or three exorbitant amounts.) 

Hi, guys. My name is Zacchaeus. I‘m a tax collector. Oh, I know, everyone hates me, but 

I am rich. What‘s more important than that? (Short pause.) Actually, that‘s what I used to think. 

Then, one day, I met a man who changed everything for me. 

Like I said, I‘m a tax collector. I used to make people really pay up. If the Romans said a 

man owed five coins, I‘d charge him ten. I made lots of money. 

One day I heard Jesus was coming to town. Jesus! I‘d heard of this man. Everyone 

wanted to see Him. Many people said He could make sick people well by just touching them. I 

didn‘t know what to think, but there was a blind man I used to see in the marketplace. He walked 

around with his hands out, trying not to run into anything. And then one day, there he was, able 

to see. I watched him, trying to figure out if it was a trick. But he stopped at the food market, 

picking up fruit and cheese. I could tell he could see what he was doing. I heard people say this 

Jesus guy had healed his eyes. 
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Some of my neighbors said they had seen Jesus bring a dead girl back to life. A dead girl! 

I wasn‘t sure I believed that, but there sure were a lot of reports of things like that happening. 

Everywhere this Jesus went, lots of people followed Him. 

Well, when I heard Jesus was coming to my town, I definitely wanted to see Him. I 

wanted to check Him out—to see if He really could do all the things people said. The day He 

came to my town, I started collecting taxes early. I figured I‘d get as much money as I could 

before Jesus arrived. So I was sitting at my little table, filling my money bag, when I heard a ton 

of noise—lots of people shouting and talking. I jumped up and ran toward the noise, and found a 

huge crowd. I‘m a short man, as you can see, and I couldn‘t tell what was causing all of the 

noise. I asked some of the other people in the crowd what was happening, and they told me Jesus 

was there. I ran around the people, trying to get close to the guy, but the crowd was thick. I tried 

pushing my way through, but the people were just too close. I was really ticked. How was I 

going to see this man? Then I noticed the crowd was moving toward the marketplace, and I got a 

great idea. There is a huge sycamore tree right in front of the food market. Kids climb that tree 

all the time. I knew I could climb it too, even though I‘m short. I‘d get up in that tree, and when 

Jesus came by that way, I‘d see Him. So off I ran, right to that tree, and I climbed up in its 

branches. 

I didn‘t have long to wait. Pretty soon, here came the crowd. It was easy to tell which one 

was Jesus, because everyone was trying to get His attention. He didn‘t seem bothered by that; He 

kept smiling at people and saying things to them in a calm voice. He reached out his hands and 

touched people, and every little while, someone would shout that he or she was well. I could see 

that people really were getting well. Someone could fake blindness, maybe, but I saw a boy with 

a crippled leg and Jesus made his leg straight. I wondered how He did it. I just sat in that tree and 
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watched Jesus touch person after person. And all of them got so excited, and shouted that they 

were well. 

Jesus kept moving closer to my tree, so I had a great view. Before long, He was right 

under my tree. I could look down on the top of His head. Suddenly, He looked straight up into 

the branches. I was so covered by leaves, I didn‘t think anyone even knew I was there. But Jesus 

looked right into my face, like he‘d known all along. ―Zacchaeus,‖ He said. I was shocked. I‘d 

never met this man, never even seen Him before. How did He know my name? ―Zacchaeus, 

come down from that sycamore tree. I‘m coming to your house today.‖ 

By that time, everyone around Jesus was staring up at me. When they saw I was the one 

Jesus was talking to, some of them got really mad. They couldn‘t believe Jesus was going to my 

house. I could hear some of them saying to each other, ―Doesn‘t He know that guy‘s a tax 

collector and a sinner?‖ I knew they thought Jesus should have nothing to do with me. But He 

just kept looking up at me, and I got pretty excited. I climbed down and there I was, standing 

right next to this amazing man. He took my arm, and said again, ―Take me to your house.‖ So we 

walked toward my house with all those people following. 

As Jesus talked with me and looked into my face, I was amazed at the love in His eyes. 

This man knew I was a bad tax collector, but it didn‘t seem to matter to Him. He didn‘t look at 

me with hatred, like most people did. He spoke so kindly. Before long, I found myself wanting to 

please Him. I wanted to be good, to do good, like He did. But I was very surprised at what I said 

next. ―Lord,‖ I told him, ―I will give half of everything I own to the poor. And to those I have 

cheated, I will repay four times what I took.‖ (At this time, Zacchaeus may give coins to the kids 

who were overcharged, or wait until end of story.) 
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Jesus looked at me with such pride on his face. ―Today‖ He said, ―you have joined my 

family. I came to look for the lost and to save them.‖  

I was one of those lost. My life has never been the same since that day. Since I met Jesus, 

I don‘t want to cheat people anymore. I want to help them and love them, like He did. I don‘t 

have lots of money like I used to, but I have many wonderful friends. I‘m much happier. And, I 

have a great best Friend who loved me when I was so bad, and who changed my heart. 

 

CLOSING 

Sparks and T & T 

Use this opportunity to invite children to receive Jesus into their hearts. Have adults 

ready to take children who respond to a more private spot for counseling and prayer. The other 

children may start spending their money after a closing prayer. 

Download ―How to Lead a Child to Christ‖ from www.wesleyankids.org or write quick 

reference bookmarks for all your leaders: childrensministry@wesleyan.org. 

Prayer 

Dear Jesus, 

Thank you fro wanting to be our Forever Friend and your free gift of salvation. Thank 

you too for the story of Zacchaeus. Change our hearts like you changed his so that we can love 

you and others more. Amen. 
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SPARKS AND T&T YEAR 1, QUARTER 1 

A GIRL TELLS OTHERS ABOUT GOD 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 Students will understand that children can show God‘s love and tell others about Him, as 

the servant girl in our story did. 

 Students will want to tell others about God. 

 Students will select one of the suggestions provided in the discussion to use, and will 

share their faith. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Music CDs or tapes and player 

 Two identical pictures of Naaman, one with white patches to indicate leprosy. (Pictures 

may be found on many web sites. Google ―Bible coloring pages‖ or similar entry.) Or, 

use two 8–12 inch male dolls, one with white patches on his body. Correction fluid or 

paint can be used to make the patches.  

 Container to represent Jordan River (a shoebox or opaque plastic bread box). If you use 

the doll option, use water in the plastic container. Before telling the story, and without the 

children seeing inside, place the doll or picture of the healthy Namaan in the container. 

 Story script 

 

Schedule 

Scripture Reference: 2 Kings 5:1–19 

Praise and Worship: 7–9 minutes 

Teaching Time: 12–15 minutes 

Closing: 2–3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME - Introduction 

What are some scary diseases? (Invite children to share some stories about diseases.) 

Today we‘re going to hear about a man with a scary disease, and a little girl who told him 

about God. The disease is probably one you‘ve never heard of. It is called leprosy. In our 

country, hardly anyone has leprosy, but in some countries it is the most scary disease of all. 

People with leprosy sometimes lose their fingers and toes. They often become blind. In Bible 

times, people thought leprosy was very contagious, that it could easily be caught from another 

person. So, when someone had leprosy, that person often had to leave his or her home and never 

go back. Lepers had to live with other lepers, and stay away from healthy people. They couldn‘t 

hug their friends, pick up their children, or even eat a meal with their families. If they saw 

healthy people near them, they had to call out warnings so the people wouldn‘t come closer. It 

was very sad and very scary to have leprosy.  

 

TEACHING TIME  - Story 

Our story begins with a young girl. Since the Bible doesn‘t tell us her name, we‘ll call her 

Sarah. Sarah lived in the country of Israel. Her parents loved God, and they taught her to love 

Him too, and to follow His commands. One day a terrible thing happened to Sarah. An enemy 

army from the country of Syria invaded her country. Syrian soldiers came charging into Sarah‘s 

town and captured her and many other people. She may have been inside her house, playing, or 

helping her mother. She might have gone to the river to swim or get water. Wherever she was, 

she was terrified when a rough soldier‘s hands grabbed her and pulled her away from her home 

and family. She must have been sobbing as she was thrown onto the back of a Syrian horse or 

into a chariot and carried away from her town and to a faraway country. When Sarah got to 
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Syria, she was given to an important man in the army, and his wife. The man was called 

Naaman. 

How Sarah‘s life changed in this new country. There were no more picnics by the river 

with her family. No more games and parties with her friends. She could no longer run to her 

grandparents‘ house for a visit, or go see her cousins. Now she was a servant, and her days were 

filled with work, work, work. All the faces she saw were strangers‘ faces, and their words were 

in a language she didn‘t understand. After weeks and months though, slowly, Sarah learned to 

live her hard life in this new country, in Naaman‘s house. 

One day Sarah learned that something was very wrong. Perhaps she saw Naaman‘s wife 

crying. Maybe the other servants whispered hurried secrets when they met in the halls. Naaman 

himself might have cried out the news when he made the awful discovery. He had leprosy. He 

would have to leave home and quit being the commander of the army. Life would change for 

everyone in his house. 

The people in Naaman‘s country didn‘t know about the true God in heaven. They 

worshiped gods made out of wood or stone or metal—gods they had made with their own hands. 

Sarah may have seen Naaman and his family praying to these fake gods. But she knew about the 

true God, and she knew a preacher in her home land who prayed for people. Sarah decided to tell 

Naaman‘s wife about the preacher. What an amazing thing for her to do. She could have hated 

Naaman because his army had captured her and taken her from her home. She could have been 

happy that he got a terrible disease. She could have hoped he would die. But she did the loving 

thing. She tried to help. 

Sarah went to see Naaman‘s wife. She told the woman about the preacher, Elisha. ―He 

would pray to God for your husband,‖ she said, ―and your husband could be well.‖  
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Naaman‘s wife was very excited. Could this really be possible? She told her husband 

what Sarah had said, and both of them began to hope. Naaman went to see his good friend, King 

Aram, and told him about Sarah‘s message. The king encouraged Naaman to go to Israel, but he 

gave a strange order. He told Naaman to go see the king of Israel, instead of the preacher. Maybe 

he thought the king would have more of God‘s power than the preacher. 

Naaman and some of his servants finally started out on the long trip. They took food and 

clothes and they rode in a chariot pulled by horses. Along with all the supplies they would need, 

they carried a letter from King Aram to Israel‘s king, and also lots of gifts. They took 750 

pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and ten sets of clothes. They thought the king would be so 

happy with the gifts, he would surely make Naaman well. When they got to the palace, they 

carried all the gifts in to the king. They gave him the letter from their king. The king of Israel 

read the letter. It said, ―I am sending my servant, Naaman, to you. I want you to heal him of his 

leprosy.‖ The king was shocked. ―Am I God?‖ he asked. ―Can I make people well?‖ He thought 

King Aram was trying to pick a fight with him. 

Elisha, the preacher, heard about what had happened at the palace. He sent a message to 

the king. ―Tell this man Naaman to come see me.‖ 

Naaman and his servants got back in their chariot and went to the house where Elisha 

lived. Elisha sent a servant out to talk to them. ―Elisha says you should go wash yourself in the 

Jordan River seven times, and you will be well,‖ the servant said. Naaman was really mad when 

he heard this. He was a very important man and the preacher didn‘t even come out to talk to him. 

He just sent a servant. And the Jordan River was not nearly as nice as his rivers back home. He 

did not want to even put his foot in it. He decided just to go home. This trip had been a waste of 

time. 



 

 

  83 

 

As the angry Naaman started for home, his servants decided to try to convince him to do 

what the preacher had said. They knew he was very mad, so they tried to talk to him gently. 

―You are like a father to us,‖ they told him. ―What if the preacher had asked you to do something 

great? You would have done it. What he asked you to do is so easy. Shouldn‘t you try it?‖ 

Naaman could see that this made sense. So his chariot driver took him to the edge of the 

muddy river. He thought about the clean sparkling rivers back home. But he wanted to be well, 

so he thought he‘d better try to do exactly what Elisha had said. He stepped down into the water 

and walked to the middle of the river. He lowered his body into the brown water and came back 

up. (Use the dolls or pictures as visuals at this point. Hold the container high enough that the 

children don‘t see the second, ―well‖ figure of Namaan. Each time Naaman goes under, lower 

the ―sick‖ doll or picture into the container.) Naaman looked at the patches of leprosy on his 

body. There was no difference. He dunked himself again, two times, three times, four times, five 

times. Every time he came up out of the water, he checked his skin. It did not look one bit better. 

(Be sure to hold the doll or picture so it is visible to all the children, and they can see there is no 

change.) He went under the sixth time and there was still no difference in his leprosy. He knew 

he was in for a big disappointment. He would have to go back home tell his sad wife he was still 

sick. But, he would finish dipping his body in the river. Down he went, one last time. As he came 

up out of the water, he held up his arm, not expecting to see anything different. But the arm 

looked clean and healthy. Quickly he ran up to the river bank and looked over his other arm, his 

legs, his feet. He called to his servants. ―It worked! I think it worked! Is there any leprosy on my 

face?‖ The servants looked at Naaman‘s face. They checked his arms and legs. They started 

shouting and dancing. Naaman no longer had leprosy! Naaman was well! 
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Naaman went back to Elisha‘s house. ―Thank you, thank you, thank you,‖ he said, ―for 

asking your God to make me well.‖ Then he said something very important. ―I know there is no 

God anywhere in the whole world except the God you serve. I will worship your God too, when I 

get back home.‖ Then Naaman and his servants left to travel back to their country. 

The Bible doesn‘t tell us what happened when Naaman got home. We have to imagine. 

I‘m sure his wife must have run out to the chariot to see what had happened, and when she saw a 

healthy husband, she must have hugged him again and again. The servants, the king, Naaman‘s 

friends would have all come running to see if the news they heard was true. What about Sarah? 

Surely Naaman had a very big thank you to say to that young girl who told him about the true 

God. 

 

CLOSING 

Sparks Questions 

Last week you had a chance to ask Jesus to be your Forever Friend. Now that He is, you 

can share Him with your other friends too. 

Do you have a friend at school or in your neighborhood or maybe a family member who 

doesn‘t know Jesus as their Forever Friend? Who is that? 

Just like the servant girl who helped her boss, Naaman, you can help your friend. You 

can tell them about Jesus. 

Let‘s think together how we can do that! (Allow students to share ideas.) 

 Tell them Jesus loves them and wants to be their Forever Friend. 

 Invite them to Awana, VBS, or church. 

 Pray for them. 
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 Ask your parents, pastor, or a teacher to talk to them. 

T & T Questions 

God wants all of His followers to tell others about Him. Even kids. Let‘s list some ways 

kids in our church can tell others about the one true God. (Work for these conclusions.) 

Kids can: 

 Tell others about how God has helped them. 

 Invite friends to church, Awana, VBS, or Sunday school. 

 Promise to pray for friends when they are worried about something, like Naaman was. 

 Pray that friends will choose to follow God. 

 Do something nice for others and explain that it was done to show God‘s love. 

 Watch a Christian video with friends. 

Ask children to pick one strategy from the list, and commit to using it with a friend. You 

might want to sponsor a group project such as distributing invitations to a kids‘ event in the 

neighborhood around your church or raking leaves to show Jesus‘ love.  

Prayer 

Close with prayer, asking God for help in telling others about Him. 

 


