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Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs, large group materials written and
produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the second quarter of the Awana Club
fifth year, beginning in September — although none of the lessons are dated. Each additional quarter’s
lessons will be available for download a minimum of two weeks prior to the quarter starting. The fifth
year materials have been written in conjunction with Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan

Publishing House at www.wphonline.com

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs
partnership. In addition, we have provided you with small group leader and parent guides as well as
information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download at

www.wesleyankids.org.

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to know, love
and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs partnership, please
contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-3891.

Serving Him Together,

o Ml WM@A

Marilyn Searcey

Children’s Ministry Leadership Team
Resource Coordinator

Spiritual Formation Department
The Wesleyan Church

General Director
Spiritual Formation Department
The Wesleyan Church


http://www.wphonline.com/
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Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons: Fifth year, Quarter #2:
Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club segment lets kids
absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:

e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities

e Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements

e Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

e Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another

e ABible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ
e |nvitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing Ceremonies, which
would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits your Awana
Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an outline for the biblical
teaching element. The suggested schedule would include Praise and Worship, Teaching Time, and a
Closing. Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing are attached. The objectives for these lessons
are cognitive, affective, and behavioral, giving children something to know/believe/understand, to feel

and to do.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

e Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and interaction

as well as a time of worship and reverence
e Suggested resources:

o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that includes high-

energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all done in kid-friendly style



o Shout Praises Kids, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song titles
from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all with the

ease of use in MPEG format

e Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching Time or

following

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.

Lesson Outlines:

Lessons Written By: Jeremy Mavis
Edited By: Marilyn Searcey

Week 13: The Parable of the Sower
Week 14: The Parable of the Losts

Week 15: the Parable of the Good Smaritan
Week 16: The Rich Young Man

Week 17: Transfiguration of Jesus

Week 18: Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
Week 19: The Greatest Commandment
Week 20: Last Supper and Foot Washing
Week 21: Jesus Prays In Gethsemane
Week 22: Crucifixion of Jesus

Week 23: Resurrection of Jesus

Week 24: The Great Fish Catch

** The fifth year of the Awana Clubs and Wesleyan Kids material has been written in conjunction

with the Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan Publishing House at www.wphonline.com



mailto:childrensministry@wesleyan.org
http://www.wphonline.com/

Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids Series

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids are "on
target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson providing
opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of family activities
Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students
Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids icon and
ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 13: The Parable of the Sower

Scripture: Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:1-15
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will start to understand the need to be more devoted to Christ, grounded in His
Word.
Memory verse:

... a man reaps what he sows. Galatians 6:7

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Prepare 4 plants that have been grown in packed, stony, thorny, and good soil
e No Bible Story Card for this lesson

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Show the students the 4 plants with different types of soil (packed, stony, thorny, and good).
Discuss with them the differences and why the other 3 did not grow as well as the plant in the good
soil. Lead into that this reminds us of the story in Mark 4. Ask the students to listen so that they will

be able to compare the 4 plants and how we as Christians are grounded in Him.

TEACHING TIME STORY:
Jesus was out teaching one day and a crowd gathered so large that he had to get into a boat while

all the people were on the water’s edge listening. He told them this parable:

“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path,
and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew
up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came

up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times” (Mark 4:3-8).

The people listening knew about farming...they had to because their lives depended on it. They
knew that what Jesus was saying about seed and the soil was true. Any old farmer could see the
wisdom in the master teacher’s words. However, He wasn’t talking about farming at all. It was just a
story to illustrate life in God’s economy. Jesus told parables to allow those who were really seeking
to discover the truths of God’s kingdom and yet to hide the kingdom from those who were not truly
seeking. When the disciples were alone with Jesus, they asked Him about the parable. | think they
knew there was something more in Jesus’ words than seed and soil.

Jesus tells them what the parable means:

“The farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As
soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. Others, like
seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they have no

root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they



quickly fall away. Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this
life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word,
making it unfruitful. Other, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a

crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown” (Mark 4:14-20).

The emphasis is on how the kingdom person accepting the seed: hard, rocky, thorny,

or good. The seed represents the word of God—Jesus. And the soil represents the heart.

A Sower Went Out to Sow

thorny ground good soil



CLOSING/PRAYER:
So How is Your Heart?

e s it hard, where there is no room for the Word of Life?

e |Isitrocky, excited, yet losing steam when trouble comes?

e Isitthorny, areally good looking heart, but without any fruit to show for?

e Isitgood, open and willing to accept Jesus and let Him produce much fruit?

The decision is yours daily. How is your heart toward God and His Word?

Questions:

1. What are the four kinds of soil?
Hard, rocky, thorny, good

2. What does the seed represent?
The Word of God

3. What does the soil represent?
Our hearts

4. What does the hard soil mean?
That there is no way the seed can make it into the heart to be planted. It is so hard and
tough, that Satan easily comes and takes the seed away

5. What does the rocky soil mean?
The Word of God plants in the soil and it quickly grows, but because there is not enough
room to grow deep roots, the seed quickly scorches from persecution that comes and the
depth for withstanding hardships is non-existent

6. What does the thorny soil mean?
The Word of God is received and planted and it grows deep roots, but the thorns around
the plant crowd out any potential fruit... things like the “worries of this life, the
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word,
making it unfruitful” (Mark 4:19)

7. What does the good soil mean?
The Word of God is planted in uninhibited soil and it produces much fruit, which means
that their life displays the fruit of the kingdom of God because nothing distracts or
prevents the growing of the seed and plant

Prayer:



The Parableof the Sower
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 14: The Parable of the Losts

Scripture: Lost Sheep Luke 15:1-7; Lost Coin Luke 15:8-10; Lost Son Luke 15:11-32
Lesson Objectives:
e Students will better understand that we all need to ask for forgiveness.

Memory verse:

...we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was

lost and is found. (Luke 15:32
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e No Bible Story Card for this lesson
Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Have two students come forward explain to the group that the two students are going to represent
two very different types of people. Student 1 never follows the rules which make a lot of people

call her/him a “Bad Kids”. Student 2 always follows the rules no matter what.

Make “good” and “bad” suggestions for both students:
e Student 1 throws a fit, but Student 2 always uses good manners
e Student 1 steal, but Student 2 shares
e Student 1 thinks church is a waste of time, Student 2 loves going to church
e Student 1 does not follow the rules at school and tries to do just enough to get by; Student
2 works very hard at school to do the best he/she can do.

e Student 1 talks disrespectful about other people; Student 2 always is nice and helpful to

other people.

Ask: Who do you want to be your friend? Which one does God like more?

The person who always follows the rules over time might start to think they are better than the one

who does not follow the rules. God’s word says both are wrong and need to ask for forgiveness.

Today we are going to talk about three different parables (stories Jesus used to teach) to help us

better understand that God wants to save everyone because we are all sinful people.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

1By this time a lot of men and women of doubtful reputation were hanging around Jesus, listening
intently. 2The Pharisees and religion scholars were not pleased, not at all pleased. They growled,
"He takes in sinners and eats meals with them, treating them like old friends." 3Their grumbling

triggered this story. (Luke 15:1-3)

// lost_sheep //
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4"Suppose one of you had a hundred sheep and lost one. Wouldn't you leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and go after the lost one until you found it? 5When found, you can be sure you would
put it across your shoulders, rejoicing, 6and when you got home call in your friends and neighbors,
saying, "Celebrate with me! I've found my lost sheep!' 7Count on it--there's more joy in heaven over

one sinner's rescued life than over ninety-nine good people in no need of rescue. (Luke 15:4-7)

// lost_coin //

8"Or imagine a woman who has ten coins and loses one. Won't she light a lamp and scour the
house, looking in every nook and cranny until she finds it? 9And when she finds it you can be sure
she'll call her friends and neighbors: "Celebrate with me! | found my lost coin!' 10Count on it--that's
the kind of party God's angels throw every time one lost soul turns to God."

(Luke 15:8-10)

// lost_son //

11Then He said, "There was once a man who had two sons. 12The younger said to his father,

'Father, | want right now what's coming to me.' So the father divided the property between them.

131t wasn't long before the younger son packed his bags and left for a distant country. There,
undisciplined and dissipated, he wasted everything he had. 14After he had gone through all his
money, there was a bad famine all through that country and he began to hurt. 15He signed on with
a citizen there who assigned him to his fields to slop the pigs. 16He was so hungry he would have

eaten the corncobs in the pig slop, but no one would give him any.

17That brought him to his senses. He said, 'All those farmhands working for my father sit down to
three meals a day, and here | am starving to death. 18I'm going back to my father. I'll say to him,
"Father, I've sinned against God, I've sinned before you; 191 don't deserve to be called your son.

mn

Take me on as a hired hand."' 20He got right up and went home to his father.

When he was still a long way off, his father saw him, his heart pounding, he ran out, embraced him,

and kissed him.
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21The son started his speech: 'Father, I've sinned against God, I've sinned before you; | don't

deserve to be called your son ever again.'

22But the father wasn't listening. He was calling to the servants, 'Quick. Bring a clean set of clothes
and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Then get a grain-fed
heifer and roast it. We're going to feast! We're going to have a wonderful time! 24My son is here--
given up for dead and now alive! Given up for lost and now found!' And they began to have a

wonderful time.

25All this time his older son was out in the field. When the day's work was done he came in. As he
approached the house, he heard the music and dancing. 26Calling over one of the houseboys, he
asked what was going on. 27He told him, 'Your brother came home. Your father has ordered a

feast--barbecued beef!-because he has him home safe and sound.'

28The older brother stalked off in an angry sulk and refused to join in. His father came out and tried
to talk to him, but he wouldn't listen. 29The son said, 'Look how many years I've 229 stayed here
serving you, never giving you one moment of grief, but have you ever thrown a party for me and my
friends? 30Then this son of yours who has thrown away your money on whores shows up and you

go all out with a feast!'

31His father said, 'Son, you don't understand. You're with me all the time, and everything that is
mine is yours-- 32but this is a wonderful time, and we had to celebrate. This brother of yours was

dead, and he's alive! He was lost, and he's found!"" (Luke 15:11-32)

CLOSING/PRAYER:

God Seeks the Lost

It would seem very explicit through these parables that Jesus is emphasizing that God seeks after
the lost. Jesus was pretty frustrated with the religious leaders of the day criticizing him for spending
time with the ruffians of society. Jesus was reminding them through the parables that the purpose
of the people of God was to seek and to save the lost, to be a light to all the nations. The only light

the religious leaders were being was a light unto themselves. The mandate of God’s people is not
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the management of itself, rather the enactment of God’s kind of world in the current,

contemporary world. Jesus was being for Israel, what Israel could not do for herself.

Thrust of the Parable?

These parables are rather harsh and pointed toward the religious leaders. Most of us assume that
the parable of the lost son (prodigal son) has at its focus the return and acceptance of one who is
lost but is now found. And yes, that is a perfectly true picture of God our heavenly father’s heart.
However, the thrust of the parable is on the ending of the story with the reaction and harsh words
of the elder brother. Jesus was referring to Israel as the elder brother and critical of how they were
treating those who they thought should stay lost because of their bad behavior and wicked ways—
even though they may be repentant. God’s kingdom is not an exclusive club, but a wide open invite
for those who want to live God’s kind of way, the entrance of which is extremely forgiving, laced

with mercy and grace.

Questions:

1. What was “lost” in the first story?
A sheep

2. What was “lost” in the second story?
A coin

3. What was “lost” in the third story?
A son

4. What does God think about “lost” things, people?
He wants them to be found

5. Do you know anyone who is “lost” and needs to be found by God?

Prayer:

14
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 15: The Parable of the Good Samaritan

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will discover that your neighbor is not just the person next door but includes
everyone.

Memory verse:

...love your neighbor as yourself. (Luke 10:27)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e No Bible Story Card for this lesson

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have the word “love” displayed everywhere in your room, be creative with different kinds of paper,
colors, the way it is written, even in different languages. Have the students close their eyes and
think of someone they love. Then, ask different students to share who they were thinking of. When
they give you a name, answer with a statement.

Example:

If a they say “My Mom” answer — Yes, God wants us to love our moms.

If they say a friend’s name ... you could say “Good answer, we should love our friends — God wants
us to love our friends.

As you are ready to go into the “Teaching Time”

Say: Good Answers, Today in our story we are going to learn that God wants us to love everyone.

Even people that we normally wouldn’t like!

TEACHING TIME STORY:
An expert in the law was trying to trap Jesus. In doing so he almost trapped himself, but then he
tried to justify himself by turning the question on Jesus: “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). In

response to this man’s question, Jesus told a parable. You can read the entire dialogue here:

25 Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what do |

need to do to get eternal life?”

26 He answered, “What's written in God's Law? How do you interpret it?”
27 He said, “That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and

intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself.”

28 “Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and you’ll live.”

29 Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And just how would you define ‘neighbor’?”
30 Jesus answered by telling a story. “There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On

the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him
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half-dead. 31 Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw him he angled
across to the other side. 32 Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also

avoided the injured man.

33 “A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man's condition, his heart went
out to him. 34 He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted him onto
his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. 35 In the morning he took out two silver
coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, “Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on

my bill—I'll pay you on my way back.” (Luke 10:25-35)

Jesus then asked the expert in the law, “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the
man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” (Luke 10:36). The expert was trapped. He had to say
that the Samaritan did, but he couldn’t bring himself to even say the name. Instead he replied: “The
one who had mercy on him” (Luke 10:37). And Jesus still doesn’t let this one get away without

instructing him to “go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37).

This parable highlights a crucial cultural understanding in the first century: Samaritans were
despised by the Jews because they were only half-Jews (almost, but not quite). In addition, the
Samaritans believed differently than the Jews did regarding theology. They accepted only the first
five books of the Hebrew Scriptures—the Torah or the Pentateuch. (This led to much theological

snobbery and bickering.)

CLOSING/PRAYER:

GO and DO

The power of this parable comes in at the “go and do” part. We all have neighbors. Some we like,
some we don’t. Some we talk about behind their back, and some we talk about badly to their faces.
Will we go the extra mile, like this Samaritan, in taking care of our neighbors despite our prejudice?

In God’s economy, everyone is our neighbor... how are you treating them?

Kingdom of God ETHIC
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Jesus was highlighting specific characteristics of the kingdom of God—the kind of living God intends

for REDEEMED humanity to live. Instead of bickering about people we don’t like, or are afraid of, we

need to be the kind of people who transcend “cliques” and “groups that exclude” and INCLUDE and

take care of all kinds of people. That is what marks a Jesus-person.

Questions:

1.

Prayer:

Who was trying to trap Jesus?

An expert in the law

What did the expert in the law ask Jesus?

“What do | need to do to get eternal life?” And, “who is my neighbor?”

Who attacked the man traveling?

Robbers

Who was the first man who passed by the man who was attacked?

A Priest

Who was the second man who passed by the half-dead man?

A Levite

Who was the third man who DID NOT pass by, but rather helped the half-dead man?
A Samaritan

What were the final words of Jesus as He spoke them to the expert in the law? What did
Jesus tell this expert to do?

GO and DO

19
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 16: The Rich Young Man

Scripture: Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will learn that we are stewards of what God has entrusted to us
e Students will learn that we are to value God’s commands more than money

Memory verse:

You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven. Then come, follow Me. Luke 18:22 (NIV)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card #70

e Pictures of wealthy people

e Pictures of Christians known to your students

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Say: Who do you think is the wealthiest person in America? | have some pictures of

some of the wealthiest people. Let’s see if you know who some of them are. (Show pictures
and allow students to guess their names and how they became wealthy)
Show pictures of Christians known to your students. Say: Now you know
Maybe you didn’t know he/she was wealthy! (Allow the kids to make comments) Actually,
isn’t rich with money, but he/she is rich with the things that are important to
God. Today we're going to hear about a rich man who was asking Jesus some important

guestions and didn’t get the answers he was expecting.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

A rich young man came to Jesus and asked Him a question of profound significance. He wanted
to know how to inherit eternal life. Not a bad question. What he was really asking was: ‘how
do | get the good things in life that | cannot buy with my money...I've got fame and fortune
figured out, but how do | figure out this religious, what-to-do-with-my-soul thing?’

Great question, bad motive, Jesus saw right into this young man’s depraved heart. Jesus goes

on to plague Him with some great thoughts that end up frustrating this man’s worldview.

“Why do you call Me good?” (Luke 18:19).

“Keep the commandments...” (Luke 18:20).

“Sell everything... give to the poor... [inherit] treasure in heaven... then follow Me” (Luke 18:22)
This did not sit well with the rich young ruler for he had a great many earthly treasures that he

was not willing to give up. Jesus goes on to say that it is difficult for the rich to enter the
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kingdom of heaven. Not impossible, but difficult. This is because to be rich in money does not
usually translate to being rich in heaven. If you have a habit of getting all you can, can all you
get, then sitting on the can, you’re probably not going to give away your “can.” On the other
hand, if you have a habit of giving away what you get (not irresponsibly mind you, but wisely
and sacrificially), and then usually you do not have a “can” to sit on because you gave it away to

those who needed it.

When the people heard Jesus say this, they got nervous and wondered aloud, “who then can be
saved” (Luke 18:26). You see, they bought into the lie that you are “in” or are “it” if you have

money and great wealth because God has obviously blessed you and you are heaven-bound.

Not so, Jesus says. “What is impossible with men is possible with God” Luke 18:27

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Seeing Hearts

Jesus is a master teacher; He tends not to mince words. Maybe because He is divine that He can
see into hearts and know intentions, but | believe we as Jesus’ disciples can see into hearts as
well. When we are discipling others and living in the kingdom of God, | believe that the Holy
Spirit reveals things to our hearts that show the true nature of our hearts as well as those of
others. Not for the purpose of gossip or a personal crusade of justice, but one of grace and
mercy and truth. Perhaps the model of Jesus going after heart stuff is the way we should
pattern our interaction with others as well. All too often we look with our eyes and not with our

hearts...
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Stewardship

We are managers of what God gives us. It is up to us to wisely and with a kingdom centered
mind and heart, steward the resources God has given us. We should give to God what is His and
use the rest wisely.

Questions:

1. Who asked Jesus a really important question?
A rich young man

2. What question did this rich young man ask Jesus?
How do I inherit (or get) eternal life?

3. What did Jesus say?
Sell everything, give to the poor, then you will have treasure in heaven... then come

and follow Me

4. Did the rich young man follow Jesus?
Nope. He walked away very sad because he had many things

5. Why did Jesus say it was really hard for rich people to be Jesus followers?

6. Who can be saved then? Can anyone be saved by God?

Prayer:
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 17: Transfiguration of Jesus

Scripture: Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36
Lesson Objectives:

e Children will understand that Jesus in God’s beloved Son.
e Know Jesus has God’s highest approval
e God Says: Listen to What Jesus says.

Memory verse:

There He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became
as white as the light. (Matthew 17:2)

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Cards #68

Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask the children the following questions:

e Have you ever wondered what Jesus looks like?

e How do you think He looks?
2000 years ago, the disciples and the people were able to see Him everyday. They walked with
Him, talked with Him, listened to Him, ate with Him, played games with Him, and hung out with
Him. Close your eyes for a moment and think what it might have been like to “hang out” with
Jesus. One day, three of the disciples were able to see Jesus in a very special way. Listen to find

out what happened.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

TRANSFIGURED
<tran(t)s- fi-gyerd>

Kind of like disfigured—meaning to mar or impair a figure or body or something. Transfigured —

to completely change your figure or body or something.

Jesus took Peter, James and John with Him up to a high mountain. Perhaps the three disciples

thought they were going with Jesus to pray. He had certainly done this before.

Nope. This time was different. When they arrived at the mountain, Jesus was transfigured

before them.

“His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light” (Matthew 17:2).

Or as The Message paraphrase says it:

“His appearance changed from the inside out, right before their eyes. Sunlight poured from His

face. His clothes were filled with light” (Matthew 17:2,italics added).
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e Perhaps Jesus was glorified; temporarily at least.
e Maybe His divinity, which was normally veiled, was revealed.
e Maybe the light of heaven, of God from heaven, God’s throne, cracked through the

humanity of Jesus into this earthly world—the shadow.

Whatever transfiguration truly means we may never know, but we can imagine.

The account goes on to say that Jesus was then seen talking with Moses and Elijah. Peter got all
excited and said, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, | will put up three shelters—one
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah” (Matthew 17:4). Peter wanted to hang out there for

a while. He seemed to like being there.

Then a voice came out of the clouds that was reminiscent of when Jesus was baptized:

“This is my Son, whom | love; with Him | am well pleased. Listen to Him!” (Matthew 17:5).
Upon hearing this the three, scared disciples fell to the ground. Jesus reached down and
touched them and told them to get up. As they were doing so they noticed no one else except

them and Jesus.

Jesus made it clear to the three disciples as they were coming down the mountain not to tell
anyone about what had happened until after the “Son of Man has been raised from the dead”

(Matthew 17:9).

Then the disciples ask Jesus some questions about the role of ‘Elijah’ coming first before the
Messiah. Jesus told them that the ‘Elijah’ had already come. “Then the disciples understood

that He was talking to them about John the Baptist” (Matthew 17:13).

What is the significance of the Transfiguration of Jesus? Maybe God wanted to show the three,

select disciples a taste of glory, or perhaps an affirmation that Jesus was the Son of God.
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Perhaps there is a significant connection as to why these two specific Hebrew prophets
(Moses and Elijah) where the ones who Jesus was talking to:
e Maybe they were the some of the ones who were transfigured in this life before
entering into life eternal.
e Maybe they just missed Jesus and wanted to see Him and give Him some
encouragement from the throne of heaven.
e What if it was because Moses gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments and Elijah
asked God to send down fire from heaven to turn Israel back to the one true God?

e Maybe they were both wilderness people.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Listen to God’s Son

Seriously, this may be the greatest truth in this specific passage. God doesn’t speak from the
clouds very often, but when He does we should listen. And what God said was: “Listen to
Jesus.” This was spoken very clearly and without any question. Listen to Jesus. (Listening implies

doing, by the way).

Taste of Heaven

n u

| think this account gives us a rare glimpse into the realm of “heaven,” “glory,” or “paradise.” |
wonder what Peter, James and John imagine later about when they remembered what they
saw on the mountain that day. Do you think they had a feeling or a mental picture of what
living with God in our glorified bodies would be like? | wonder... What do you imagine heaven

to be like?

Questions:
1. Who went with Jesus to the mountain that day?

Peter, James and John
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Prayer:

What happened to Jesus on that high mountain?

He was transfigured

Who “visited” with Jesus when he was transfigured?

Moses and Elijah

What did the voice of God say when Jesus was transfigured?

“This is my Son, whom I love; with Him | am well pleased. Listen to Him!” (Matthew
17:5).

What did Jesus tell His disciples as they left the mountain?

Not to tell anyone about what had happened “until the Son of Man has been raised
from the dead” (Matthew 17:9).

What do you think heaven is like? What would it look like to be transfigured?
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TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS



A
Large (g
Group

Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 18: Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

Scripture: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-48; John 12:12-19
Lesson Objectives:

e Children will learn about an “act of worship”.
e Children will learn how Jesus rode in as a “King”.
e Children will learn why the people did not like Jesus.

Memory verse:

I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out. (Luke 19:40)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Cards #74 -75

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Find pictures of famous people (President Obama, sports star, actor/actress, etc.) That children

in your ministry would know. Ask the group what would happen if would

come visit their community. (Everyone would come out too see them, everyone would be
excited.) Explain to the group that this is what happened when Jesus came into Jerusalem on a

donkey.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

It's time for Jesus to reveal His destiny... rise up... proclaim His kingdom... ride into Jerusalem...
establish Himself as King... unite all the Israelites under His Messiah-ship... and do battle with
the Romans! Yes! Let's do this!

Not quite. Jesus did reveal his destiny, proclaim His kingdom, and ride into Jerusalem. But He
didn't do battle with the Romans. Jesus' kingdom was not of this world (which is so difficult for
His followers to understand... wasn't that the Messiah's job?). He went into the Temple, flipped

over the tables of the money-changers, and then left. He left?! Yep, He left Jerusalem.

This was the beginning of the end for Jesus. This was the pinnacle of His public popularity. It is
all downhill for Him from here on out. His followers switch sides. Loyalties are questioned.
Betrayal plans are being made in secret. Jesus is poised to suffer and die for the sake of the entire
world...

When 21st century readers interact with this story they think:

“Cool! Jesus rides on a donkey.
They think He is God, great!
Into Jerusalem Jesus goes.
The Pharisees get mad, shame on them.

Go Jesus!!”
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What we modern readers do not realize is that riding into Jerusalem on a donkey while people
laid their cloaks along the road and waved palm branches, was a KINGLY procession, or

inauguration.

What this was saying was Jesus is a King. This flew in the face of King Herod, Caesar of the
Roman Empire, and the “ruling” Pharisees and Sadducees. Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a

donkey was communicating: “l am The King... The Messiah... The Anointed One... The Christ.”

This is why the Pharisees told Jesus to rebuke His followers for what they were saying: “Blessed
is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Luke
19:38). Jesus told the Pharisees that if His followers did not continue to praise, then the rocks

would cry out in praise!

When Jesus was approaching Jerusalem, He wept over the city because He was sad for it. If only
it had accomplished what God had intended it to accomplish. And Jesus also knew the anguish
that He was eventually going to endure in that very city on behalf of the people of Israel, thus

the world.

When He arrived in the Temple He was angry and drove out the moneychangers and those
selling goods because: “my house will be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of

robbers” (Luke 19:46).

Jesus taught at the Temple and everyone but the chief priests and teachers of the law hung on

every word.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Who’s Your KING?
Jesus is a King, but He is not the ONLY king. There are many other kings in this world. Kings like:

money, fame, things, selfishness, revenge, etc. Eventually the people who waved palm
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branches when Jesus rode on a donkey into Jerusalem were the same people who later

III

shouted: “Crucify Him! Crucify Him

king. They chose a different king to rule their hearts. The question for each of us every single

day of our lives is this: Who is the KING of my heart?

Questions:

1. What was Jesus riding on?
A donkey

2. What city was Jesus riding into?
Jerusalem

3. What were the people waving around?
Palm branches

4. What were the people laying down on the ground?
Their cloaks

5. What does riding into Jerusalem on a donkey mean?
It was a KINGLY procession

6. What did Jesus do in the Temple?

He threw out the money-changers and those selling goods

At one point Jesus was their king, but He did not stay their

7. What did Jesus do in the Temple after cleansing it of those trying to make money off of

God’s people?
He taught

Prayer:
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TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

36



A
Large (g
Group

Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 19: The Greatest Commandment

Scripture: Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will understand that we need to love and respect others.
Memory verse:

Love the Lord your God with all your heart & with all your soul and with all your mind and with all

your strength...Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. (Mark

12:30-31)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e No Bible Story Card for this lesson

Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask the students “What are some of the rules we have here at

(Children’s ministry name). Name the rules you have: (have list written out or project them)
e Respect the person up front who is leading
e Respect others by keeping your hands to yourself (no hitting, pushing)
e Use only positive words.
e Respect others
We might not always like the rules but they are very important aren’t they. Whether you are at
school, church, work, or outside playing there are rules that you need to follow.
Ask the students:
e  Which rule they think is most important?
e  Which rule do you think | might think is most important?
| think the most important is to respect others. In our story today Jesus was asked: Which

commandment (rule) is most important? Let’s listen to what God’s Word says:

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Jesus had just gotten done debating with the Sadducees about marriage and resurrection and stuff.
A teacher of the law had heard them debating and noticed that Jesus had given a good answer.
Thinking he might get another wise answer, this teacher of the law decided to ask Jesus a question:
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” (Mark 12:28).

Jesus answered simply:

“The most important one is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and

with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
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There is no commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:29-31)

In one fell swoop, Jesus had just silenced a hot debate during that time period. People were
dumbfounded. But that was it; the law of God boiled down to one word—LOVE. And that love
should be directed upward toward the Lord with all that you are and that love should be directed

outward toward all people.

This teaching highlighted the growing divide between various Jewish groups on which
commandment was the greatest. This question was a popular one in that day. Kind of like how
abortion, creation vs. evolution, and terrorism are hot topics today. In Jesus’ day, there were
varying opinions as to what order the commandments should go in. Because some of the
commandments contradicted some of the others (mainly in practice, not intent), the debate was on

which commandment is the one that supersedes all the others in importance. So Jesus answers...

What Jesus answers with is the Shema. It is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9. The Shema was to be
recited over and over again as a memory aid to not forget all the things that God had done for Israel
and was going to continue to do for Israel. Israel had stopped reciting the Shema. They lost the
context and the ability to see God at work amongst them. They lost their sense of mission. In this
passage, Jesus is seeking to remind them again of their mission: to love God and to love their

neighbors.

Neighbors to Jews were horrible. Jews were the most racist people on the face of the earth at that
time. Everyone was either a Jew or a Gentile. For Jesus to tell the Jews, the people of God, to LOVE
their neighbor, was a big deal. By the way, in Luke’s gospel, this conversation leads Jesus into telling

the story of the Good Samaritan (a most hated neighbor to the Jews).

This is a profound mystery, this love thing. | mean, God is love isn’t He? How can we think we could
ever really love? Wouldn’t we be like God then? Maybe those who risk loving end up getting
crucified? Maybe the only one in the whole world who ever dared to really love was Jesus, God

Himself. And we killed Him for it. That is what we do to those who dare to love. There have been
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others who have loved like God does... and we usually hate them, or find a way to kill them.

Remarkable isn’t it?

CLOSING/PRAYER:
1. How do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength?
2. How do you love your neighbor as yourself?

3. Who is your neighbor?

Is It Worth Loving God and People?

It is worth loving God in this world. For in this world we get to love God by faith and hope, seeing
what is yet unseen. It is worth loving other people in this world. For in this world we get to love
other people in spite of themselves and thus in spite of ourselves. It is a risk to love people because
it will cause you pain and a cross on your back. Whether it is your wife or husband, your children,
your parents, your friends, your neighbors, your church family, or strangers, if you try to really love,

you will be persecuted.

Questions:

1. What did the teacher of the law ask Jesus?
Which commandment was the greatest, or the most important

2. What did Jesus say was the most important?
To love God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love your neighbor as
yourself

3. If you could say the greatest commandment in ONE word, what would that ONE word be?
LOVE

4. How do we show our love to God with our all of our heart? All of our soul? All of our mind?
All of our strength?

5. Jesus said to love your neighbor. Who is your neighbor?

6. What are some ways that you can show love to your neighbor?

Prayer:
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““THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 1S THIS...

|.OVE “THE KLORD VOUR GOD WITH
ALL NOUR HEART, Soul, MIND, AND
QTRENGTH. "THE SECOND L'pvs YOUR
NEIGHBOR AS JOURSELF.

: 2

Greatest Commandm_ent
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A
Large (g
Group

LessonS

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 20: Last Supper and Foot Washing

Scripture: Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-38; John 13:1-17
Lesson Objectives:

e Children will be shown servanthood (serving others)
e Children will understand why Christians celebrate communion
e Children will participate and learn more about communion

Memory verse:

This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me. This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me. (1 Corinthians 11:24-25)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e BibleCard# 77

e 2 Large bowls one with water and one without

e Towel

e Grape juice, bread, small cups (communion cups)

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minute
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have in mind two children who would act out Jesus washing the disciples’ feet as you tell from
the Bible how Jesus did this.

Covered with a cloth have bread and grape juice already prepared to have communion with the
students as you tell and explain to them from the Bible.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

“The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,

He broke it and said,

‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’

In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my

blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He
comes.”

(1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

The Last Supper. An extremely symbolic and meaningful moment; one that Jesus told His

followers to REMEMBER to do often.

Jesus ate this Last Supper with His disciples as part of the Passover feast—the time when Israel
remembered how God has rescued them from the angel of death and had brought them safely
out of Egypt and headed toward the Promised Land. Well, Passover was about to get a whole
new meaning entirely. Jesus was going to be that Passover lamb that was sacrificed to cause
the Lord to Passover the house with blood on it. Jesus’ body, represented by the bread, was
broken for Israel, thus for the world. Jesus also gave His blood, represented by the cup of wine,

for the forgiveness of sins. A powerful image of sacrifice and love.
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Jesus asked for this “last supper,” or communion as we tend to refer to it today, to be repeated
over and over again in order to remember, in Holy Communion with other Jesus-followers, the

sacrifice and atonement for sins.

In John’s gospel, the author records Jesus washing the feet of His disciples in order to show
them what to do for each other. Jesus implored His disciples to SERVE one another just as He
had done by washing their feet. It is also has symbolic overtones of Jesus washing away our sins

on the cross.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Communion

This is an incredibly symbolic undertaking. Jesus took ordinary elements from the dinner table
and put unique meaning to them in order to remind His disciples and eventual followers of His
broken body (bread) and His shed blood (wine). Everyone eats something and drinks something
when they eat a meal. Perhaps taking communion or remembering Jesus doesn’t just have to
be at church on a Sunday morning. Rather, Jesus’ sacrifice could be remembered every time we

eat a meal (that’s like three times a day!)

Serving

Jesus had spent a number of years with His disciples. He knew their strengths and weaknesses.
A weakness He had seen often was selfishness—always trying to be first or noticed as the
greatest. In order to teach and model a valuable lesson, Jesus literally showed them how to
serve one another by doing the lowest thing a servant could do—wash someone’s feet. Jesus
wanted His disciples to serve one another, not to be in charge of one another. The kingdom of

God belongs to those who SERVE each other out of love and respect.

44



Questions:

1. What was the Jewish holiday that Jesus and His disciples were celebrating?

Prayer:

Passover

What did the bread that Jesus broke stand for?

Jesus’ broken body

What did the wine stand for?

Jesus’ shed blood

Why do we do communion or the Lord’s Supper?

To remember Jesus and His sacrifice

Why did Jesus wash His disciples’ feet?

To show them how they are supposed to serve one another

Do you find serving your family, friends and other difficult or easy? Why?
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LAST SUPPER & FOOT WASHING



A
Large (g
Group

Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 21: Jesus Prays In Gethsemane

Scripture: Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:29-46
Lesson Objectives:
e Students will understand that God hears our prayers
e Students will learn they can talk to God when they are afraid, sad, or happy, He is always
there.

Memory verse:

Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing but the body is
weak. Mark 14:38

Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #78
Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask your students “What do you do or who do you turn to when you are afraid or sad? The
Bible, God’s Word, tells us that we can turn to Jesus He is always there to listen and comfort us

when we are afraid or sad.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After the evening meal with His disciples (the Last Supper), Jesus went to a place called
Gethsemane to pray. Jesus knew what was about to take place and what was going to be asked
of Him by His Father. He really needed to spend some time in communion with the Father to

prepare His heart for what was about to happen.

Only Peter, James and John accompanied Jesus to the Mount of Olives. He asked the three to
stay a while and keep watch. Meanwhile Jesus pleaded with the Father to let the cup pass from
Him, but He wanted the Father’s will, not His own will. Jesus went to check on the disciples and
found them asleep. He spoke to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for
one hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the

body is weak” (Mark 14:37-38).

Jesus went away to pray once more the same thing. Coming back to the disciples, He found

them asleep again. “They did not know what to say to Him” (Mark 14:40).

Jesus went away a third time to pray and came back and again found them sleeping. He did not
rebuke them this time. He merely pointed out that “the hour had come. Look, the Son of Man is

betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” (Mark 14:41).

Gethsemane was a place where they crushed olives and made olive oil. They use a large stone
press that squeezed the olives through and pressed out the oil. In like manner, Jesus was

pressed and squeezed through the olive press. Enough so that He sweat drops of blood.
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CLOSING/PRAYER:

Pray Like You Mean It

We take prayer for granted sometimes don’t we? | mean, do we realize that we have access to
the God of the universe through prayer?! That is amazing! We should really mimic Jesus’
fervency and desire to pray. God loves it when His creation—us—chats with Him on a regular

basis. He loves to hear what is going on in our hearts. Talk with Him often.

Talk and Listen

In prayer, we should spend alone time with God talking to Him and listening to Him. God’s will
should prevail, not our will imposed upon His. Not my will, Lord, but your will be done. How
often do we TALK to God, but forget to LISTEN? We tell Him stuff, but forget to allow Him to
speak into our lives. | wonder if we spent less time talking and talking and more time listening,

what kind of words would God have for us?

Questions:

1. Who was Jesus praying to in the Garden of Gethsemane?
God the Father
2. Which three disciples went with Jesus to pray?
Peter, James, and John
3. What did Jesus sweat because He was praying so hard?
Drops of blood
4. What was Jesus talking/praying with God about?
Whether or not there was another way to redeem mankind from sin
5. What did people make in the Garden of Gethsemane?
Olive oil—Gethsemane means “olive press”

6. Do you pray to God like Jesus prayed to God in Gethsemane?

Prayer:
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JESUS PRAYS IN GETHSEMANE
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A
Large (g
Group

Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 22: Crucifixion of Jesus

Scripture: Matthew 26:47 - 27:66; Mark 14:43 - 15:47; Luke 22:47 - 23:56; John 18:1 - 19:42
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will learn about events leading up to the Crucifixion
e Students will understand that Jesus died on the cross for all, that includes them

Memory verse:

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card # 79, 80, 81

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

In sign language do you know what the sign for Jesus is? (With your palms up in front of you
point to the middle of each palm, one at a time.) By pointing to our palms we are showing that
Jesus had scars in His hands that showed where the nails were put when He hung on the cross

for you and me. This helps us all remember what He did for us.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Most people know this story. And yet it is always good to tell it again and again. For in retelling
the story of the death of Jesus, we keep in mind the sacrifice and love He displayed for His

chosen people Israel (in spite of themselves) and His love for the world.

Judas’ Betrayal and the Trials of Jesus

Judas, the betrayer, approached Jesus and kissed Him as a signal to the armed crowd. The chief
priests, teachers of the law, and the elders took Jesus into custody. Jesus was then led to
around six different trials: once before the Sanhedrin, a couple times before Pilate (the Roman
governor), one before Herod, and a couple before the high priests. During these trials Jesus is
spat upon, scourged on His back, beat up, punched in the face, and had His clothes ripped from

Him and gambled for.

Peter’s Denial

Meanwhile, Peter denies Jesus three times (just like Jesus had told Peter prior to it

happening), the rooster crows, and he realizes what he has done. Judas has second thoughts for
betraying Jesus (after the fact) and tries to return the money to the chief priests and the elders,
but since it was blood money they did not want it back. “So Judas threw the money into the

temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself” (Matthew 27:5).

Jesus Before Pilate
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Pilate didn’t want to have Jesus killed because he had found no charge against Him, but he
handed Jesus over to the mob because he did not want a riot on his hands. Pilate washed his
hands of the responsibility of this innocent man’s death. So the governor’s soldiers took Jesus,
beat Him up some more, put a scarlet robe on Him, twisted a crown of thorns on His head, gave
Him a staff, and knelt before Him hailing Him as the King of the Jews. They mocked Him and

then beat Him with the staff that He was holding.

Crucifixion of Jesus

Jesus was then led to a place called Golgotha (which means the place of the skull) and there He
was crucified between two thieves. He was insulted on the cross—by those on the ground and
by one of the thieves on the cross next to Him. The people mocked Him and derided Him. Six
hours and then Jesus died. Normally death by crucifixion takes a while. However, in Jesus’ case,
His crucifixion only took six hours. Typically those crucified would get their legs broken so they

would die quicker, because to be crucified means to die by suffocation.

Burial of Jesus

After Jesus died, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus, went to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus. Pilate was surprised Jesus was already dead and granted Joseph’s request. “Joseph
took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he had
cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away.
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb” (Matthew 27:59-
61). A couple of Roman guards were stationed at the entrance of the tomb for protection

against anyone stealing the body.

And so Jesus died on a cross, bearing the sins of Israel—doing for Israel what she could not do

for herself—thus bearing the sins of the whole world. Jesus is the once-for-all sacrifice,

atonement for our moral depravity. He cleansed us and washed us with pure water.
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Those who choose to be a part of God’s covenanted people by believing in Jesus are saved.

They are set apart for eternal life, life in His name.

Wrap your mind around God letting Himself be killed for a fallen creation who have repeatedly

spurned His undying and faithful love.

What kind of a God would do such a thing?

An unbelievably gracious and loving God.

CLOSING/Prayer:
Believe and Be Saved

To make the death of Jesus REAL is to believe. Not just believe that it happened, but believe
that Jesus took OUR penalty for OUR sin and paid it with a PERFECT life thus ransoming us from
ourselves. Thank you GOD! Believe that Jesus died for YOU, took YOUR place, and redeemed
you from life apart from God. Those who believe are saved—saved from their old way of life
and baptized into a new way of life, the kingdom of God. Do you believe in Jesus? Have you
asked Jesus into your heart? Do you know who the king is on the throne of your heart? This is

the Gospel.

Questions:

1. Who betrayed Jesus?
Judas
2. About how many trials did Jesus have to go through?
Around six
3. Who was the Roman governor who washed his hands of Jesus and sent Him to be
crucified?
Pontius Pilate
4. How did Jesus die?

On a cross
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10.

11.

12.

Prayer:

Who did Jesus die for?

Israel, thus the whole world

What did they put on Jesus’ head?

A crown of thorns

Who was crucified next to Jesus?
Two thieves

How long did it take Jesus to die?

Six hours

Who asked for the body of Jesus in order to bury it in a tomb?
Joseph of Arimethea

Where did they lay the body of Jesus?
In atomb

Did Jesus die willingly?

Yes. Why?

Do you believe in Jesus?
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Crucifixion of Jesus



A
Large (g
Group

LessonS

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 23: Resurrection of Jesus

Scripture: Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-49

Lesson Objectives:
e Students will understand that Jesus died for all of us, but He did not remain dead. He
rose from the dead and is no longer in the grave

e Students will understand why He rose from the dead.

Memory verse:

..that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised

on the third day according to the Scriptures... 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card # 82, 83

e 1 can refrigerated crescent roll dough
e 8 large marshmallows

e Melted butter

e Cinnamon Sugar

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Make Resurrection Rolls with your students.
Resurrection Rolls

Ingredients:

1 can refrigerated crescent roll dough
8 large marshmallows

Melted butter

Cinnamon Sugar

Directions:

Give each child one triangle shaped section of crescent roll. This represents the tomb.
Each child takes one marshmallow which represents the body of Christ.

Dip the marshmallow in the butter and roll in cinnamon and sugar mixture. This
represents the oils and spices the body was anointed with upon burial.

Lay the marshmallow on the dough and carefully wrap it around the marshmallow.
Make sure all seams are pinched together well. (Otherwise the marshmallow will "ooze"
out of the seams)

Bake according to package directions.

Cool.

Break open the tomb and the body of Christ is no longer there!!

Celebrate God's love!

TEACHING TIME STORY:

The most remarkable event in all of history happens here—the resurrection of Jesus. Without

the resurrection, the Apostle Paul says, our faith is in vain (1 Corinthians 15). We serve and

follow a risen Savior, not a dead one. The fact that Jesus is alive means that we have hope. If

Jesus stayed dead, we would have no hope.

Resurrection of Jesus

1After the Sabbath, as the first light of the new week dawned, Mary Magdalene and the other

Mary came to keep vigil at the tomb. 2Suddenly the earth reeled and rocked under their feet as

God's angel came down from heaven, came right up to where they were standing. He rolled

back the stone and then sat on it. 3Shafts of lightning blazed from Him. His garments
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shimmered snow-white. 4The guards at the tomb were scared to death. They were so

frightened, they couldn't move.

5The angel spoke to the women: "There is nothing to fear here. | know you're looking for Jesus,
the One they nailed to the cross. 6He is not here. He was raised, just as He said. Come and look
at the place where He was placed. 7Now, get on your way quickly and tell His disciples, ‘He is
risen from the dead. He is going on ahead of you to Galilee. You will see Him there.’

That's the message."

8The women, deep in wonder and full of joy, lost no time in leaving the tomb. They ran to tell
the disciples. 9Then Jesus met them, stopping them in their tracks. "Good morning!" He said.
They fell to their knees, embraced His feet, and worshiped Him. 10Jesus said, "You're holding
on to me for dear life! Don't be frightened like that. Go tell my brothers that they are to go to
Galilee, and that I'll meet them there."

11Meanwhile, the guards had scattered, but a few of them went into the city and told the high
priests everything that had happened. 12They called a meeting of the religious leaders and
came up with a plan: They took a large sum of money and gave it to the soldiers, 13bribing
them to say, "His disciples came in the night and stole the body while we were sleeping."
14They assured them, "If the governor hears about your sleeping on duty, we will make sure
you don't get blamed." 15The soldiers took the bribe and did as they were told. That story,

cooked up in the Jewish High Council, is still going around.

[Matthew 28:1-15 (MSG)]

Jesus on the road to Emmaus

Meanwhile, Jesus appears to two men who were going to a village called Emmaus:
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14They were deep in conversation, going over all these things that had happened. 15In the
middle of their talk and questions, Jesus came up and walked along with them. 16But they were

not able to recognize who He was.

17He asked, "What's this you're discussing so intently as you walk along?" They just stood
there, long-faced, like they had lost their best friend. 18 Then one of them, his name was
Cleopas, said, "Are you the only one in Jerusalem who hasn't heard what's happened during the

last few days?"

19He said, "What has happened?"

They said, "The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene. He was a man of God, a prophet,
dynamic in work and word, blessed by both God and all the people. 20Then our high priests and
leaders betrayed Him, got Him sentenced to death, and crucified Him. 21And we had our hopes
up that He was the One, the One about to deliver Israel. And it is now the third day since it
happened. 22But now some of our women have completely confused us. Early this morning
they were at the tomb 23and couldn't find His body. They came back with the story that they
had seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24Some of our friends went off to the tomb

to check and found it empty just as the women said, but they didn't see Jesus."

25Then He said to them, "So thick-headed! So slow-hearted! Why can't you simply believe all
that the prophets said? 26Don't you see that these things had to happen, that the

Messiah had to suffer and only then enter into His glory?"

27Then He started at the beginning, with the Books of Moses, and went on through all the

Prophets, pointing out everything in the Scriptures that referred to Him.

28They came to the edge of the village where they were headed. He acted as if He were going

on 29but they pressed Him: "Stay and have supper with us. It's nearly evening; the day is done."
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So He went in with them. 30And here is what happened: He sat down at the table with them.
Taking the bread, He blessed and broke and gave it to them. 31At that moment, open-eyed,

wide-eyed, they recognized Him. And then He disappeared.

32Back and forth they talked. "Didn't we feel on fire as He conversed with us on the road,

as He opened up the Scriptures for us?"

33They didn't waste a minute. They were up and on their way back to Jerusalem. They found
the Eleven and their friends gathered together, 34talking away: "It's really happened! The
Master has been raised up--Simon saw Him!" 35Then the two went over everything that

happened on the road and how they recognized Him when He broke the bread.

[Luke 24:14-35 (MSG)]

Jesus appears to His disciples

36While they were saying all this, Jesus appeared to them and said, "Peace be with you."
37They thought they were seeing a ghost and were scared half to death. 38He continued with
them, "Don't be upset, and don't let all these doubting questions take over. 39Look at my
hands; look at my feet--it's really me. Touch me. Look me over from head to toe. A ghost
doesn't have muscle and bone like this." 40As He said this, He showed them His hands and feet.
41They still couldn't believe what they were seeing. It was too much; it seemed too good to be

true.

He asked, "Do you have any food here?" 42They gave Him a piece of leftover fish they had

cooked. 43He took it and ate it right before their eyes.

44Then He said, "Everything | told you while | was with you comes to this: All the things written

about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets, and in the Psalms have to be fulfilled."
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He went on to open their understanding of the Word of God, showing them how to read their
Bibles this way. 46He said, "You can see now how it is written that the Messiah suffers, rises
from the dead on the third day, 47and then a total life-change through the forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed in His name to all nations—starting from here, from Jerusalem! 48You're the first to
hear and see it. You're the witnesses. 49What comes next is very important: | am sending what
my Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until He arrives, until you're equipped with

power from on high."

[Luke 24:36-49 (MSG)]

The resurrection of Jesus—the conquering of death and the defeat of the power over death.
This is the linchpin of the Christian faith, the resurrection. Jesus is a living and breathing
redeemer, rescuer, and Savior. We worship a God who sacrificed His Son out of an extreme love
for His people and the whole world. While the payment for sin is about DEATH, the resurrection
is about LIFE—new life in His name. That’s what baptism displays: the death and burial of your
OLD life (under the water) and being raised to NEW life in the name of Jesus (coming out of the

water). The resurrection is all about LIFE in Jesus.

CLOSING/PRAYER

Living the Resurrection

Not only did Jesus sacrifice His life in order to pay for our sin, but He came back to life to model
for us that Christianity is not about DEATH, but about LIFE. It seems that too often we talk
about saving people from spiritual death (salvation), but then forget to show people how to
have life in Jesus’ name (life of discipleship). The resurrection made it possible for God’s people
to LIVE an entirely redeemed LIFE, one that shows the world what God is like by the way we live
(kingdom of God). In God’s kingdom there is mercy, forgiveness, generosity, hope, love,
compassion, etc. And because we have died to our old way of life and now live a new,

resurrected life in Jesus, we don’t have to get revenge, be selfish, try to take care of ourselves,
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or put others last and ourselves first. We get to suffer for this world, just like Jesus suffered. It

shows the world what God is willing to do to rescue and redeem everyone.

Living the resurrection is very difficult. It is a narrow path that most are not willing to take. You
often get no recognition. You are ridiculed and made fun of. People think you are weird. These
are very short-term things. We must keep the resurrection—LIFE—in mind, because it has very
long-term benefits, not only for our eternity, but also for the eternity of all those we meet and

know.

Questions:

1. How many days was Jesus in the tomb?
3 days

2. Who was the first person Jesus appeared to after He was resurrected?
Mary

3. What did Jesus talk about with the two men on their way to Emmaus?
The Messiah and the WHOLE Bible

4. Did the disciples believe it was Jesus right away when He appeared to them?
No. It took them some convincing

5. What did Jesus tell His disciples to wait for?
Power from on high

6. If you could sum up the resurrection in one word, what would that be?

Life

Prayer:
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 2
Lesson 24: The Great Fish Catch

Scripture: John 21:1-14

Lesson Objectives:

e That the disciples loved being with Jesus
e Children to know that Jesus wants to be their friend
e Children to know that they can have a relationship with Jesus

Memory verse:
...and our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3b
Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card # 84
Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Talk about a time when you were excited to go and see someone you had not seen for a very
long time. (Grandparents, family member, friend) share the excitement and anticipation that
you felt when you finally arrived. Ask children to share of a time when they were excited to see

someone they had not seen for a long time.

TEACHING TIME STORY:
(Try acting this story out with your group, maybe even allowing them to use costumes.)

! Afterward Jesus appeared again to His disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: *
Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. > “I'm going out to fish,” Simon Peter told
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night

they caught nothing.

% Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was

Jesus.
> He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”
“No,” they answered.

® He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they

did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

’ Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it
off) and jumped into the water.  The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  When they landed, they saw a

fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.
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7 1156 Simon Peter climbed

19 jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.
back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so
many the net was not torn. % Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the
disciples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. * Jesus came, took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. % This was now the third time Jesus

appeared to His disciples after He was raised from the dead.

CLOSING/PRAYER
Questions:

1. How many disciples were fishing?
Seven
2. How many fish did they catch that night?
None
3. What did the man on the shore tell them to do?
Put their nets on the other side of the boat.
4. Who was the man on the shore?
Jesus
5. What did Peter do when he saw who the man was?
He jumped into the water and started swimming toward Jesus.
6. How do we fellowship with Jesus today?

Through prayer, singing, prayer/study groups, and reading the Bible.
Prayer:

As you pray remind the children that talking to Jesus through prayer is one way that they can

communicate with Him.
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The Great Fish Catch
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