Large @ sieyar

Group
Lessons

Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs large group materials written and
produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the first quarter of the
Awana Club second year, beginning in September although none of the lessons are dated.
The next quarter’s material will be available for download January 1.

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs
partnership. In addition, we have provided you small group leader and parent guides as
well as information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download

at www.wesleyankids.org .

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to know,
love and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs

partnership, please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-

774-3891.

Serving Him Together,

(80

Rev. Colleen R. Derr
Director of Children’s Ministries
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Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group
Lessons: 2" Year, Quarter #1: Sparks and Truth & Training Age Levels

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club

segment lets kids absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:
e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities

Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements

Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another

A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a walk with

Christ

¢ Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing
Ceremonies, which would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and
recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits
your Awana Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an
outline for the biblical teaching element. The suggested schedule would include Praise and
Worship, Teaching Time, and a Closing. Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing
are attached. The objectives for these lessons are cognitive, affective, and behavioral,
giving children something to know/believe/understand, to feel and to do.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

o Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and
interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence

e Suggested resources:

o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that
includes high-energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all
done in kid-friendly style

o Shout Praises K!ds, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of
song titles from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized
songs all with the ease of use in MPEG format

Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching
Time or following

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at
childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.
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Lesson Outlines:
Lessons Written By: Gen Springer
Edited By: Colleen Derr

Week 1: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)
Week 2: Obeying God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)
Week 3: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)
Week 4: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)
Week 5: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)
Week 6: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)
Week 7: God Takes Care of His People (Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath)
Week 8: God Shows His Power (Elijah and the Prophets of Baal)
Week 9: The Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Week 10: The Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Week 11: The Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Week 12: The Prayer Jesus Taught us to Pray

Week 13: Praying the Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids
Series

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your
kids are "on target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students
Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson
providing opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of
family activities

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students
Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith
Kids icon and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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Large @ Vesteyar

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 1: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)

Lesson Objectives
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
God promises to be with us and to help us through our hard and scary times.
e Something to feel: Children will feel more trust in God as a loving father.
Something to do: Children will choose to trust God when life is difficult for them
by resisting worry and thinking about God’s care.

Materials Needed
e Story script
e Optional: DVD of The Hiding Place movie (While this movie is far too graphic to
show in its entirety to children, there are quite a few scenes or clips that are
acceptable and add interest to the story.)

Suggested Schedule
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction and lesson: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Use the following discussion questions to help children begin to think about how God can
help them through hard and scary times.

What are some things kids are scared of or that are hard for kids? (War, parents
divorcing, losing friends, bullies, the dark, etc.) What can kids do to help them cope with
hard and scary times? (Talk to parents and friends, ask for help from teachers, pray and
ask God for help) Who are some people in the Bible who went through hard and scary
things? (Daniel, Noah, Esther, Paul, David, Hannah, and many others) What are some of
the things they did to help them make it through? (Help kids work toward the conclusion

that all or most of the people they listed prayed and depended on God.)

TEACHING TIME STORY:
Many years ago in Holland (The Netherlands), God taught a little girl named Corrie that He
would give her courage to get through hard and scary times. Here’s her story:

Corrie stared in dismay at Casperina’s arm. Now she was really ruined. Of course,
Casperina hadn’t looked new for a long time. Corrie’s habit of dragging her up and down
stairs had snapped off several fingers and cracked her head. And, now, her arm was
broken. Corrie snatched up the much loved doll and ran down the stairway from the family
apartment to her father’s clock shop below. Usually she walked around the edges of this
room, pausing often to look at the rows of clocks lining the walls, but today she ran straight
to her father’s workbench. Tiny tools and watch parts were spread out in front of him, but
he interrupted his work when he saw his little girl’s face. “What’s wrong, my Corrie?” he

asked gently. She held up the injured doll for him to see. Pushing his work aside, he lay
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Casperina on the table in front of him and inspected the broken arm. Before long, he had
the doll fixed and Corrie happily ran back up the stairs to play.

Corrie was the smallest member of the family who lived in the Beje above the clock shop.
(The Beje was the name of their house.) Besides her parents, the ten Booms included
Corrie’s older sisters, Betsie and Nollie, and her brother Willem. Her father was
considered one of the best watchmakers in the whole country of Holland, and people often
brought him clocks that no one else could repair. Her beautiful blue-eyed mother had been
a kindergarten teacher before she met and married her watchmaker father.

Corrie was only five years old when she met someone else who was very important
to the ten Boom family. She had been playing by herself, pretending to visit a neighbor.
She knocked on a make-believe door and was waiting for an answer when her mother’s
voice interrupted her thoughts. “Corrie, I know someone who is standing and knocking at
your door right now.” The little girl looked up in surprise. Whatever could her mother be
talking about? There was no one in the room besides her and her mom. “Jesus said He is
standing at the door, and if you invite Him in, He will come into your heart,” Mrs. ten
Boom explained. “Would you like to invite Jesus in?” Corrie nodded. She did want Jesus
in her heart, so she and her mother prayed, and she became a member of God’s family.

Although the ten Boom family was poor, Corrie’s mother always seemed to find
people who were poorer and needed help. Mrs. ten Boom could often be seen taking pots
of hot soup or warm clothes to lonely old men or sick young mothers. One day Corrie and
Nollie went with their mother to take some home-made bread to a neighbor whose baby
had died the night before. As their mother comforted the very sad lady, Corrie and Nollie

looked at the little child’s body lying in a crib. Nollie reached out and touched the tiny
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hand. “Feel it,” she told Corrie, “It’s cold.” Corrie had never seen a dead person before.
She fearfully stretched her fingers toward the baby’s hand, and, as she did, she realized that
if a baby could die, so could anyone else. Mother or Father could die, and so could Betsie,
or Nollie, or Willem. A cold lump of fear settled in Corrie’s heart, making it impossible
for her to eat her supper that night. When father came to tuck her in bed, he asked what
was wrong. She burst into tears. ““You can’t die,” she sobbed, “You can’t die.”

After father learned the reason for Corrie’s fears, he asked, “Corrie, when you ride the train
to Amsterdam with me, when do I give the ticket?”

Corrie interrupted her crying to think about this, “We-Il, just before we get on the
train.”

“Right,” he nodded. “And when the time comes for you to go through something very hard
for you, God will give you the strength you need—just in time.” Many years later Corrie
would remember those words, and they would help her.

When Corrie grew up, she found she was still very interested in the watches and
clocks in her father’s shop. She asked him to teach her how to do repairs, and she became
the first woman watchmaker ever to be licensed in Holland. After their mother died, and
Nollie and Willem were married, Corrie and Betsie continued to live in the Beje with their
father. Betsie cooked and kept house and Corrie helped fix watches. But Corrie had many
other interests too. She started clubs for teenage girls, taking them on campouts and hikes.
She taught Sunday School classes for the mentally handicapped. Her life was busy and she
was very happy. Not far from the little village of Haarlem where the ten Booms lived,
however, disturbing things were happening. Neighboring nations were becoming involved

in war. Corrie heard people talking about a new ruler in Germany who hated Jews. Hitler
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was his name, and more and more often Corrie heard news reports of Hitler’s soldiers
invading other countries. Corrie and Betsie tried to forget about the things they heard.
“It’s just a German problem,” they told themselves.

One evening, after their work was done, Corrie and Betsie joined Father ten Boom
in the parlor as he warmed up the radio. They were going to listen to the prime minister of
Holland speak. Nervously they wondered if their country was in danger, and if the
Germans were going to attack them. But the prime minister’s calm voice told them that
Holland was safe and would not be drawn into war. Suddenly their father snapped off the
radio, his eyes flashing. “It is wrong to give people hope when there is no hope,” he said.
“Germany will attack and Holland will fall. O, my dears, I feel so sorry for our people who
do no know God.”

That night, just five hours after the prime minister’s speech, Corrie was jerked
awake by the loud sound of bombs exploding. The Germans had come. Holland was at
war. She crept out of her little bedroom and down the stairs to Betsie’s room, where she
found her sister was also awake. The two women threw their arms around each other and
stood for a long time listening to the loud explosions. Finally, Betsie knelt by the piano
bench and began to pray. She prayed for their much loved Holland, for the queen who had
escaped from the country, for the soldiers who were hurt by the bombs. Then, to Corrie’s
amazement, Betsie prayed for the Germans who were dropping the bombs. Corrie was
shocked that her sister could pray for their enemies like that. “O, Lord,” she whispered,
“listen to Betsie. I can’t pray for those men.”

For the next few days, the ten Booms listened to the news on the radio. The were

so glad when they heard the brave Dutch army was able to hold back Hitler’s soldiers, but,
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after five days, the Dutch army was defeated, as Mr. ten Boom had said it would be.
Suddenly German soldiers, who were called Nazis, were everywhere in Harlaam, the little
town where Corrie lived. At first, their presence seemed to be the only difference she
noticed, but slowly she began to see other changes. Signs began appearing in shop
windows that said, “No Jews Allowed”. Jewish shops and stores would suddenly have a
sign that said “Closed,” and no one knew why. Sometimes a Jewish customer would bring
a watch in to be fixed, and never come back to get it. All Jews were forced to wear
armbands with a yellow star everywhere they went. The ten Booms hadn’t realized so
many of their friends were Jews. They soon realized that one of the main reasons Hitler
started the war was because he hated Jews. He wanted to kill all of them.

One day Corrie saw a Nazi army truck parked on a downtown street of Haarlem.
Soldiers were pushing people, all of them wearing armbands with the star, into the back of
the truck. When Corrie realized they were being arrested, simply for being Jewish, she
prayed, “O, God, I am willing to help your people, but how?” Corrie didn’t know how
much danger would come to her from that prayer, but she knew she must do what was
right, no matter what.

Something very difficult had come into Corrie’s life. Would God give her the

strength she needed, as her father had said He would?
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CLOSING:
Some of you might be going through something hard and scary. Let’s ask God to help you
know that He’s with you and believe that He’ll give you strength and courage when you
face something that is hard or scary.
Sparks —
1. What is something you fine scary? (allow for response) How can you find
courage
to not be afraid? (Pray and ask God for help)
2. Have you ever had something very hard you’ve had to do? What was it?
(Allow for response) What did you do? (Allow for response) No matter

what you can know that God is with you, just like He was with Corrie.

T&T -
1. When you have something to do that is hard or scary what do you do? How
do you get through it?
2. Check out Joshua 1:9

3. What was Joshua facing in Joshua 1:9?

&

What did God promise?

o

What do you think that means for you?

o

Do you have something you are facing that is hard or scary? What God
promised Joshua and Corrie — He’ll do for you.
PRAYER:

Close with prayer time
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 2: Obeying God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)

Objectives:
e Something to know, think, believe or understand: Children will understand that trusting
God in hard and scary times often means risky obedience.
e Something to feel: Children will be inspired to be obedient in their hard and scary times,
confident that God will be with them and help them.

e Something to do: Children will choose to be obedient to God, even when it seems risky
and is hard.

Materials Needed:
e Story script

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction and lesson: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Once a group of Jesus’ friends, including his very good friend Peter, were telling others about
Jesus. Some of Jesus’ enemies who were called Sadducees didn’t like that, and they put the men
in prison. During the night, an angel came, let the men out of prison, and told them to keep on
preaching about Jesus. The next day, when the Sadducees saw the men out of jail and still
talking about Jesus, they were furious. They said, “We ordered you to stop talking about that
man. You have filled our city with your teaching.” Peter and Jesus’ other friends said something
very important. Even though they knew they might be sent back to prison, they said, “We must
obey God instead of people.” Acts 5:29 NIrV

When people make sinful rules, sometimes we also have to make the choice Peter did.
We must always obey God first. In our story tonight (today) we will hear how Corrie had to
make a risky choice to do what God said was right, even though the enemy soldiers could put her

in prison. Let’s hear what right choice she made.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

One morning Corrie stepped outside the clock shop to open the shutters before beginning the
day’s work. She shrank back as she saw a group of Nazi soldiers coming down the sidewalk.
They stopped at Mr. Weil’s fur store, right across the street from the Beje. Corrie watched in
horror as they banged on the door. A few seconds later, she saw Mr. Weil backing out of the
shop with a gun pressing into his stomach. She could hear the sound of glass breaking, and then
the soldiers began to carry out armloads of furs. As Mr. Weil stood helplessly watching, an
upstairs window opened and several pieces of clothing were tossed down onto the old man’s

head. Corrie and Betsie ran across the street to help their neighbor. They quickly gathered up
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the clothes and led him to their home. “Where’s your wife?” Betsie asked, worried that she
might still be inside the Weil apartment. Numbly Mr. Weil answered that she was in Amsterdam
visiting her sister. “We must phone her and warn her not to come home,” Betsie decided. Then
her eyes met Corrie’s and they wordlessly remembered. The Germans had disconnected the
phones. There was no way they could warn Mrs. Weil. A few minutes passed before Corrie
thought of an idea. “Willem,” she said, remembering how many times her older brother had
warned them about the awful things taking place in Germany. “He’ll know what to do.”

Several hours later Corrie was knocking at Willem’s door. He wasn’t home, so Corrie
blurted out the story to Willem’s wife, Tine, and his teenage son, Kik. “Tell Mr. Weil to be
ready as soon as it’s dark,” Kik told her. “I’ll help him.” At nine o’clock Kik softly knocked on
the Beje door, and Mr. Weil went out into the night with him.

The next time Corrie saw her nephew, she asked what had happened to the Weils. “Aunt
Corrie,” said Kik mischievously, “if you’re going to work for the underground, you must learn
not to ask questions.”

“The underground,” Corrie thought. Kik’s words shocked her. Was Kik working for a secret
and dangerous organization? Was Willem? Were they risking their lives to help protect the
Jews?

One evening, shortly after Kik had taken the Weils to a safe place, the ten Booms sat around
their dining room table for a long time after dinner was finished. Father was working on some
watches and Betsie was bent over her sewing. It was nearly 8 o’clock. The Nazi soldiers had a
rule that no one could be out of their houses after that hour. A knock on the door caused Corrie
to look up in surprise. She peered into the window mirror to see who would risk being out so

close to 8:00. A woman was standing there in the twilight, holding a suitcase. Quickly Corrie
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ran and opened the door. In a tense fearful voice, the lady asked to come in. “My name is Mrs.
Kleermaker,” she told Corrie, “and I’'m a Jew.” The whole family welcomed the terrified lady
into their home and heard her story. Her husband had been arrested several months earlier, and
her son had gone into hiding. Yesterday she had been ordered to close the family clothing store,
and she was afraid to go home. The Nazi soldiers were surely waiting to arrest her too.

“In our home God’s people are always welcome,” Mr. ten Boom said kindly. “We will help
you.” Two nights after Mrs. Kleermaker came to stay with the ten Booms, the same scene was
repeated. Again, a knock on the door was heard just before the 8 o’clock curfew. Corrie found
an elderly Jewish couple nervously waiting outside. Their story was one Corrie had heard
before. Friends and neighbors had been arrested and they were afraid Nazi soldiers would take
them next.

The next day Corrie knew she must visit Willem again. The Beje was only half a block from
police headquarters, and it was simply too dangerous for the three Jewish guests to stay in a
house so close to the police station. As Corrie explained to Willem that they were hiding 3 Jews,
she noticed how tired his eyes were, and how gray his beard and hair were becoming. “It’s
getting so difficult,” he said wearily. “But I have a few places that could take them.” Soon Mrs.
Kleermaker and the elderly couple were sneaked away to safety. But more Jews came, night
after night. Corrie and Betsie never knew how many beds would be needed or how many meals
to prepare. One evening, just as they had finished bedding down a Jewish mother and her three
children, the door bell rang. It was long after curfew, and Corrie wondered who could possibly
be outside at this hour. To her surprise, it was Kik. “Get your bicycle, Aunt Corrie,” he ordered,
“and your sweater. There are some people I want you to meet.” Corrie was afraid to risk being

out after curfew. They could be arrested. And beside, her bike tires were completely worn out
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and, because of the war, she hadn’t been able to buy new ones. Kik showed her how to wrap
rags around the tire rims so they wouldn’t clatter against the street, and off they went into the
darkness.

The house where Kik took Corrie was large and beautiful. A maid answered their knock
on the door. Kik pushed their bikes into the entrance hall, which was already jammed with many
others. Then he led Corrie into a huge room full of people talking to one another and sipping
coffee. He began introducing her, but the introductions were strange. No names were used, and
only occasionally someone said, “Ask for Mr. Smit.” Corrie was very puzzled. Why would Kik
introduce her to people but not tell them her name—or tell her theirs? Kik finally explained to
his aunt, “Smit is the only name used in the underground.”

Corrie looked around the room in amazement. This was the underground. These were people
from all over Holland who were helping Jews escape from Hitler’s army. Before she could ask
Kik why he had brought her to this meeting, Corrie was introduced to another Mr. Smit, one who
would become very important to her work. He was a small, frail looking man with a gray beard.
“I have learned that your home does not have a secret room,” he said with a frown. “This is very
dangerous for you as well as for those you are trying to help. You must have a place to hide
Jews if the Nazi soldiers ever search your house. I will come to visit you next week.”

A few days after Corrie met the mysterious little Mr. Smit from the underground, he
appeared at the door of the clock shop. Corrie took him on a tour of the Beje. She showed him
where they hid some of the papers needed by the Jews—under the bottom step, and he approved.
She explained how they warned their friends if a Nazi customer was in the clock shop —by
putting a little advertising sign in the dining room window, and he said that was good. But he

was eager to get to the real reason for his visit—finding a place for the secret room. Carefully he
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inspected every wall, every corner, even the stairways of the old building. Finally, at the very
top of the many stairs he entered Corrie’s room and looked around excitedly, “This is perfect—
just perfect,” he exclaimed. “Your hiding place should be as high as possible so your Jews have
the best chance to reach it while soldiers search the rooms below.” He pulled out his measuring
tape and began to make marks on the floor to show where the room would be.

“But this is my bedroom,” Corrie protested. ““You can’t put a hiding place here. This
room is already so small.” The little man kept right on working. Corrie realized he wasn’t even
listening.

For the next few days workmen came and went at the Beje. They brought something with them
each time they came—a tool hidden in a folded newspaper, a couple of bricks in a briefcase.
They tried very hard not to look suspicious to anyone who might be watching. After six days,
Mr. Smit called Corrie, Betsie, and Father to come upstairs and see the finished hiding place. As
the three of them stepped into Corrie’s room, they could scarcely believe their eyes. There was
the smell of fresh paint in the air, and the room was obviously smaller, but nothing looked new.
All four walls had the streaked look which came from being heated with coal for many winters.
The wooden molding around the edge of the ceiling was chipped and peeling, looking like it
hadn’t been touched for 150 years. The new book shelves which disguised the entry to the secret
room were sagging and water stained. The little door into the hiding place was below the bottom
book shelf. Mr. Smit knelt and slid it open. “Put a jug of water and some food in here,” he
instructed. “And make sure all of your guests keep their belongings in here at all times.” He
thumped the new wall with his foot. “The soldiers can search forever for this room,” he said,

“but they’ll never find it.”
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CLOSING
Sparks —
1. What did Corrie do that was obeying God instead of people (...)?
2. Have you ever had a time where you had to choose obeying God or someone

else? What was it? What did you do?

w

If we love God with all of our heart-mind-soul and strength, we will always

want to obey Him most, but that doesn’t mean it will always be easy.

&

Read together Mark 12:29-31

T&T -

1. What did Corrie do that was obeying God instead of people? (She hid/protected

innocent Jews.)

We probably won’t ever have to do what Corrie did, but do you ever have to stand up for
what is right when it could be risky?

2. Do you ever risk being ridiculed or made fun of for doing what is right?

3. Do you risk losing friends?

4. What else might you risk for obeying God?

5. How did Corrie live out Mark 12:29-31? What kind of example can that be for you?

PRAYER:
Close with prayer for courage to make right choices like Corrie did.
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Large &

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 3: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)

Lesson Objectives
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
God promises to be with us and help us through our hard and scary times.
e Something to feel: Children will feel more trust in God as a loving father.
Something to do: Children will choose to trust God when life is difficult for them
by resisting worry and thinking about God’s care.

Materials Needed:
e Music CD and player:
e Story script
e Optional: DVD of The Hiding Place movie (While this movie is far to graphic to
show in its entirety to children, there are quite a few scenes or clips that are
acceptable and add interest to the story.)

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Lesson/story: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes

TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
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I’'m sure you remember the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. They were ordered
by the king to bow down and worship a statue. If they refused, do you remember what the
punishment was? (Being thrown into a fiery furnace) They said, “Oh King, we don't need
to defend ourselves. The God we worship can save us from you and your flaming furnace.
But even if He doesn't, we still won't worship your gods and the gold statue you have set
up." Daniel 3:16-18 CEV

How is Corrie like these three men? (She was brave and willing to risk to obey.) Listen to
what happened to her tonight, and you will see that Corrie was willing to obey, even if she
faced punishment, just like these three. But she was not like them in one way. The risky

thing that she was afraid might happen really did happen.

TEACHING TIME STORY

Now that the secret room was ready to use, Corrie learned that she would have to plan
regular drills with their Jewish guests, practicing getting them into hiding as quickly as
possible. She had a buzzer installed above the door to be used as a warning of danger.
Little buttons to sound the buzzer were placed all over the house, so one could be pushed
the minute trouble was spotted. One morning a tall young stranger called Mr. Smit arrived
to teach Corrie how to do the drills. He looked through all the rooms of the Beje, and
pointed out evidence that there were other people in the house. He explained how to
quickly change a table set for a dozen people into one which was set for only three. “If
soldiers come at night,” he instructed, “be sure to flip over the mattresses so they can’t feel
a warm spot on the bed. This is a trick they use to learn if there was someone lying there

before they arrived.”
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Mr. Smit was still giving instructions when it was time for lunch. Betsie invited
him to join the other ten people crowded around the dining room table. She had just served
the stew when Mr. Smit reached back and pushed the buzzer behind his chair. Everyone
jumped up. The Jews grabbed their belongings and rushed toward the hiding place while
Corrie and Betsie scrambled to rearrange the table. When it was quiet, Mr. Smit looked up
from his watch. “Much too slow,” he announced. “That took four minutes. And look at
this,” he frowned, pointing to the hats of two guests hanging on the dining room wall, “and
these,” he groaned, picking up two spoons and a carrot that had been dropped on the
stairway.

The next evening Corrie was the one to push the button. Everyone smiled proudly
when she announced they had managed to reduce their hiding time to 2 %2 minutes. By
their fifth try, they were down to 2 minutes. But the midnight drills still worried Corrie.
Over and over friends worked with her, pretending to be Nazi soldiers. They burst into her
bedroom after she had gone to sleep and asked questions like, “Where are the nine Jews
you are hiding?” Corrie, groggy with sleep would answer, “We only have six Jews.”
Everyone worried that if soldiers ever came in the night, Corrie would be too sleepy to hide
their secret.

One night, what everyone was afraid of really happened. Nazi soldiers banged on
the Beje door. Corrie was not only sound asleep in her little upstairs room, but she was
also very sick with the flu. In her fevered dream, she heard a buzzer and the sounds of
running feet and whispering voices. Then she realized the Jews were rushing through her
bedroom and crawling into the hiding place. Terrified, she managed to jerk herself wide

awake. She jumped from her bed and slid the hidden panel shut behind the last pair of feet.
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Then her eyes caught sight of her briefcase filled with names and addresses of people who
were trying to help save Jews. The soldiers must not find that list. Quickly she yanked
open the panel, threw the case inside, and once again shut the door. She had just crawled
into bed again when her bedroom door was opened and a soldier looked in. “I just found
another one,” he yelled down the stairs. Then he turned to Corrie. “Get up and get
dressed,” he ordered. “And tell me, where are you hiding your Jews?”

“What are you talking about?” Corrie asked, trying to keep her voice calm. She
was pulling clothes on over her pajamas, working quickly in order to get the man out of her
room before he heard a cough or other suspicious sounds from behind the secret room wall.
She moved down the stairs and into the dining room where she could see Father and Betsie
were already waiting. Corrie was pushed against a wall and a second soldier began to ask
questions. “Where are the Jews hiding? Where are your papers? Where is the secret
room?” The sounds of soldiers searching for the room could be heard upstairs. Suddenly
Corrie saw the soldier’s hand flying through the air and she felt the sharp sting as he
slapped her face. Again and again he hit her. She tasted blood. “Lord Jesus,” she cried,
“protect me.”

The man’s hand stopped in midair. “Don’t say that name again, or I’ll kill you,” he
warned. But he stopped hitting her and turned to talk to Betsie.

The disgusted soldiers finally called off their search. They had hammered and
thumped their way through every room of the Beje and simply could not find any hint of a
hiding place. Corrie, Betsie, and Father were herded out the door and through the rain-
puddled street to the police station. After hours of sitting on a hard floor and answering

dozens of questions, they were loaded into the back of a large truck and driven off into the
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night. Corrie’s head pounded with pain as the truck bounced over bomb-pitted streets, but
she tried to remember the direction of every turn taken. They seemed to be heading west,
she thought. Finally the truck screeched to a stop. Corrie heard the clang of metal. As she
peered through a crack in the truck wall, she could see enormous gates being opened. Then
the truck jerked forward and the gates closed behind them. Terror filled Corrie’s heart as
she realized they had just entered prison.

The truck that carried Corrie, Betsie, and their father into the prison yard slowly
backed up to the side of a long building. Soldiers pushed the passengers through a door
into a large room where they were ordered to face the wall. Corrie stared at the cracked
plaster for a very long time before her name was called and she was marched down a
hallway to her cell. A prison guard unlocked the metal door and motioned her inside. “Let
this one have the cot,” she commanded the four women who were crowded into the tiny
room. “She’s sick.”

“We don’t want a sick one in here,” yelled one of the prisoners. But they all four moved to
the cold floor, leaving the bed for Corrie. As she lay down, a cloud of black dust rose from
the filthy mattress, causing her to cough uncontrollably. The discomfort, the dirt, and the
terrible smell would make it impossible for her to sleep, she was sure. But before she knew
it, it was morning.

It took Corrie only a few days to learn that the worst thing about prison life was not the
awful smelling bed nor the watery gray cereal that was served for meals, nor the crowded
conditions. The thing she learned to fear most was being sooo bored, the long hours of
sitting in the dark cold room with nothing to do. She could hardly keep her mind from

worry. She wondered about her Jews. Were they still cramped inside the hiding place,
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afraid to come out? How was Father doing? Where was Betsie? Would anyone think to
take care of her cat? Her health was also a constant concern. The throbbing headache
never seemed to leave and when she coughed, there was the taste of blood in her mouth.

One evening near bedtime, Corrie was sitting in her cell waiting for the lights to go
out. Suddenly the metal door banged open, and she looked up in surprise. “Ten Boom,
Cornelia,” yelled a guard. “Get your things.” A foolish hope rose in Corrie’s heart. Was
she about to be released from prison? Was she going home? She tried to give a friendly
smile to her cellmates as she followed the stern faced woman into the hall. As they
marched down the corridor, Corrie realized with a sinking heart that they were not going
toward an exit, but deeper into the prison. Abruptly the guard stopped, unlocked a cell
door, and motioned Corrie inside. As the door slammed behind her, a terrible fear filled
her heart. She was alone, absolutely alone.

Not only was being alone very difficult, but Corrie’s new cell was against an
outside wall. It was even colder than the first one had been, and she could hear the wind
howling. The next morning her fever was worse, and she was too weak to get up and get
the hunk of dry bread that was shoved through the opening in the door. Someone must
have seen the problem, for Corrie saw a hand push through the opening and throw the
bread in her direction. She picked it up and chewed hungrily, thankful that whoever had
delivered the bread had compassion on her and had thrown it so she could reach it. That

one little kindness reminded her that even in this terrible place, God was with her.
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CLOSING:
Sparks —
Corrie was going through something that was very hard and scary.
1. Would she remember the lesson she learned from her father as a little girl. Do
you remember what that lesson was?
(When you have to go through something hard and scary God will give you the strength
and courage you need at the time you need it.)
2. Are any of you going through something hard or scary right now? (You might

want to ask for kids to raise their hands in response to this question.)

T&T -
1. Can you imagine anything worse than being alone and sick?
2. Corrie ended up sick, alone and in prison but there is one small sign of hope —
(bread thrown in her direction).
3. How do you think that gift helped her survive?
4. God, through Jesus, offered us a wonderful promise that we can count on no

matter how alone, sick, and scared we are: Deuteronomy 31:6
PRAYER

Let’s pray that God will be very real to you and will help you trust him for courage and

strength.
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 4: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)

Objectives:
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that God
promises to be with us and help us through our hard and scary times.
e Something to feel: Children will feel more trust in God as a loving father.
e Something to do: Children will choose to trust God when life is difficult for them by
resisting worry and thinking about God’s care.

Materials Needed:
e Music CD and player:
e Story script
e Optional: DVD of The Hiding Place movie (While this movie is far to graphic to show
in its entirety to children, there are quite a few scenes or clips that are acceptable and add
interest to the story.)

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction and lesson: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

We have been hearing of the scary hard adventures of Corrie Ten Boom. She was just an
ordinary — regular girl who God called to do something amazing. Her story shows us that
God is with us, and if we obey and call to Him for help — He will answer and we can

overcome.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

One day, after she had been in prison for two months, Corrie’s cell door opened and a package
wrapped in brown paper was thrown inside. Eagerly she grabbed it, recognizing the handwriting
immediately. It was from Nollie. It had been opened and carelessly retied, but she didn’t care.
She excitedly unwrapped each item—Nollie’s blue sweater, vitamins, cookies, a needle and
thread, and a bright red towel. Nollie understood how tired she was of seeing only prison gray
and had sent some bright colors. Corrie nibbled on one of the delicious little cookies. It was
such a treat after prison food. As she looked over the wonderful gifts, she noticed something she
hadn’t seen in her hurry to open the package. The address was written at a slant, and Nollie’s
handwriting was usually very straight. As Corrie puzzled over this, she realized the slanted lines
pointed toward the stamp. Could there be something hidden there? Eagerly she moistened the
little square stamp and carefully pulled it from the brown wrapping paper. She could see words
in the space where the stamp had been. Holding the paper close to the light bulb so she could see
the tiny handwriting, she read Nollie’s message, “All the watches in the closet are safe.”
Immediately Corrie knew what her sister was telling her. The Jews in the secret room had

escaped. They were alright. “Thank you, Lord,” she whispered. “You were there.”
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The happiness of receiving Nollie’s package lasted for days. Not only could Corrie have
a cookie treat when she felt discouraged, but finally she had something to do. One by one she
pulled threads from the red towel and used them to sew little designs on her pajamas. One
afternoon, as she was just beginning to outline a little cat over the right pocket, the food shelf in
the cell door banged open. She looked up to see a letter fall to the floor—her first letter in
prison. Excitedly she tore open the envelope and began to read Nollie’s words, “Corrie, can you
be very brave? Father was only able to live ten days after his arrest. He is now with Jesus.” As
her heart sank, Corrie immediately remembered herself as a little girl tightly grasping Father’s
hand, ready to board the train to Amsterdam. And just before she reached the steps of the
passenger car, Father reached down and slipped into her fingers, the ticket. Just like Father had
given her the ticket right when she needed it, her heavenly Father gave her comfort and courage
when she needed them. He was with her in her cold prison cell, and she knew she wasn’t alone
at all. Someone who loved her very much stayed there with her, never leaving her for a second.
She was very close to her heavenly Father during those hard days.

“Gather your things together. Get ready to leave.” The shouts of guards came from
down the hallway. Corrie rushed around the tiny cell excitedly packing her belongings in her
pillowcase. Finally her door was unlocked and she stepped into the crowded hallway. Looking
into the sea of faces, she could see the same questions in the eyes of every prisoner. “Are we
going to be set free? Is this nightmare almost over?”

In the courtyard where the prisoners were taken, Corrie could see rows of enormous gray
busses. The seats had been removed, she noticed, and the windows were painted over. Pushed
and jostled with every step, she moved toward the bus to which she was assigned. As she was

about to climb up the steps, her heart jumped. Just ahead of her was a familiar head of red hair.
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Excitedly she reached through the crowd of people and grabbed Betsie’s hand. It was the first
time that she had seen her sister in four long months

How thrilled the sisters were to be together. How much they had to tell each another.
Betsie told Corrie about her prison mates and Corrie told of the little ants she had watched every
day as they crawled across the floor of her cell. The joy of being together would give them
strength, they felt, for whatever lay ahead. They had no idea that they would soon be crossing
the dreaded border into Germany and heading toward Ravensbruck, the cruelest prison of them
all.

The freight train that carried Betsie and Corrie to Germany was unbelievably crowded.
For 2 days and 2 nights they were forced to stand, tightly packed into a cold railway car. Having
nothing to drink, their dry lips became cracked and swollen. When the train was finally
unloaded, they were so weak they could scarcely walk. Only a few soldiers were needed to
march the group of 1,000 aching, stumbling women through the German countryside. As Corrie
struggled to help Betsie reach the top of a steep hill, a terrible message was whispered back from
those ahead, “Ravensbruck.” They had all heard horrible, awful stories about this place, and now
they were going there.

Ravensbruck was worse than Corrie could have ever imagined. For the first few nights,
the prisoners were forced to sleep on the ground, even when it rained and puddles formed around
their stiff bodies. On the third evening, they were ordered to report to the center for new arrivals.
Corrie’s heart sank as she stood in line, watching what was happening in front of her. As each
prisoner reached the first desk, she had to give up the few possessions she had managed to keep

with her so far. A few desks farther, she was even required to leave her clothes and pass
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shivering into a shower room. When she came out, she was wearing only a thin prison dress and
shoes.

Corrie’s mind raced. What could she do? Betsie was coughing and needed her sweater
and vitamins. And their Bible, hanging in a little cloth bag around Corrie’s neck—they needed it
most of all. Suddenly Betsie’s face turned white and she motioned that she was going to be sick.
Corrie saw a guard passing by their line and, pointing to Betsie, asked for the bathroom. He
jerked his thumb toward the right place, and Corrie hurried her sick sister through the door.

As Corrie waited for Betsie to use a shower drain, she noticed a pile of rotting benches in
one corner. Covered with slime and mildew, they were, however, a perfect place to hide her
belongings. Quickly she pulled her Bible from around her neck and wrapped it, together with
the vitamins, in Betsie’s sweater. Hurriedly, before another batch of women was sent to shower,
she slid her bundle behind the pile where it could not be seen.

Ten minutes later Corrie and Betsie had passed the two desks and were back in the shower room.
After their turn under the flow of icy water, Corrie looked through the prison dresses. Selecting
one that was too large for Betsie, she helped her slip it on over the sweater. “No one could tell
she wore something extra,” Corrie thought gratefully. Then, slipping a dress over her own head,
she tried to disguise the Bible hanging from her neck. But it made such an obvious bump on her
back that she knew only God could keep it from being seen. And she had an amazing feeling
that He would.

Outside the shower room door, guards were waiting to check each prisoner. As Corrie
watched, the women in front of her were carefully searched, rough hands covering front, back,
and sides. There was no way her Bible could escape being detected without a miracle. When

her turn came, she stepped into place, her heart pounding. She knew the punishment would be
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terrible if the Bible was discovered. “Jesus,” she whispered, “when you lived on this earth you
made blind eyes see. Today, please make the seeing eyes of the guards blind.” To her
amazement, instead of searching her, a guard gave her a shove and ordered gruffly, “Move
ahead. You’re holding up this line.” She followed the woman in front of her to the exit door and
stepped outside. Amazed, she thought about what had just happened. Every prisoner in front of
her had been carefully searched, but the guard had just shoved her forward without even looking
her over. He hadn’t seen her Bible. She knew she had just seen a miracle. God had answered

her prayer.
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CLOSING:
Sparks —
Tonight (today) we saw Corrie experience her worst fear. The thing she had so dreaded
really did happen.
1. What prayer did God answer to show Corrie He was with her? (the guard was
blind to her Bible)
2. Do you have something yiou need to ask God for? (Take time for prayer request.)
3. Remember that sometimes God answers right away like He did Corrie in our
story, but sometimes He doesn’t. No matter what — we need to go to Him for help
knowing He hears and will answer.
T&T -
Tonight (today) we saw Corrie experience her worst fear. The thing she had so dreaded
really did happen.
1. What prayer did God answer to show Corrie He was with her? (the guard was
blind to her Bible)
2. How do you think this changed how Corrie handled life at Ravensbruck?
3. Does God always answer your prayers that quickly?
4. How does it feel when He does? What about when He doesn’t?
5. We need to trust Him no matter what and always remember He hears and knows
what we need.
PRAYER:
Think of someone you know who is going through a very hard time. Pray for that person. Ask

God to help the person you picked know that He is with him/her.
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Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 5: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times; Corrie ten Boom

Objectives:
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
God promises to be with us and help us through our hard and scary times, and that
He wants us to rejoice even in difficult circumstances.
e Something to feel: Children will become more trusting in God as a loving father.
e Something to do: Children will choose to trust God and to rejoice, even when life is
difficult for them.

Materials Needed:
e Music CD and player:
e Story script
e Optional: DVD of The Hiding Place movie (While this movie is far to graphic to
show in its entirety to children, there are quite a few scenes or clips that are
acceptable and add interest to the story.)

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction and lesson: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Sometimes God says “yes” when we pray but sometimes He says “no” or “wait”. Corrie
needed a “yes” from God to show her she wasn’t alone. When the guard missed her Bible,
she knew God was with her. Corrie’s story is sad but it helps us see that God cared for her.

He’ll care for us too.

TEACHING TIME STORY:
The dormitory to which Corrie and Betsie were assigned was the worst yet. As the sisters
entered the huge room, their hearts sank. It was freezing cold, filthy dirty, and smelled so
awful it made them feel sick. As Corrie walked through the rows of bunks, stacked three
high, she felt something pinch her leg. Then she felt it again. “Betsie,” she cried, “fleas.
They’re everywhere. Oh, Betsie, how can we ever live in a place like this?”

She heard her sister’s soft voice, but it took her a minute to realize she was praying.
“Lord, please show how you want us to live here. Corrie.” Now Betsie’s voice was
excited. “He has given us the answer—in the Bible verses we read this morning. Read
them again.”
In the dim light Corrie opened the Bible to the same chapter she had read from earlier in
the day. “It’s from I Thessalonians,” she reminded Betsie. “Here itis. ‘Comfort the
frightened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. See that none of you repays evil for
evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray constantly,
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus...’”

“That’s our answer, Corrie. Let’s start right now by thanking God for our new

dormitory.”
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Corrie stared at the stinking, dirty room and turned to Betsie. “What could we possibly
give thanks for”? She asked.

“Our being together,” Betsie reminded

“Oh, yes. Thank you, Jesus.”

“And our Bible”,

“Yes, that too”. Corrie was ashamed. How could she have forgotten such an amazing
miracle that had only happened a few minutes before?

“And the crowding means we can share God’s word with many more women.”
Reluctantly Corrie thanked God for the crowding. But Betsie’s next words were too much.

“And the fleas,” she continued her list.

Corrie stared in astonishment at her sister’s bowed head. “There is no way,” she protested,
“that I’ll give thanks for fleas.”

“But the scripture says we are supposed to give thanks ‘In all circumstances,’”
Betsie insisted. “Not just in good times.”

So to please Betsie, Corrie thanked God for the fleas.
Every evening after a hard day’s work, the women in Corrie’s dormitory gathered at the
back of the huge room to hear the Bible being read. At first they were nervous and quiet,
knowing they would be in terrible trouble if they were discovered. But, as the days passed,
they realized they were safe, since the guards never came into their building. Corrie’s
Bible was the only one in the prison, and, as more and more prisoners gathered to hear its
words, a second Bible reading time had to be started. Betsie or Corrie would read aloud in

Dutch, and then wait as the scripture was passed down the aisles in French, Polish, Russian,
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and Czech. Corrie watched the faces of the women so hungry for the gospel, and thought
to herself that God’s light shines most brightly where it is very dark. She was amazed as
she saw women’s lives changed by His power in that hopeless place.

One evening, Corrie came into the dormitory late. Betsie was waiting for her, her eyes
twinkling. “You know, we haven’t understood why the guards never come into our
building,” she said. Corrie nodded, wondering what this had to do with the pleased look on
Betsie’s face. “Well today I learned why. It’s the fleas.”

“The fleas”. Corrie was astonished. She listened as Betsie went on to explain that a
guard had been asked to enter the dormitory earlier in the day to settle some confusion over
the work being done inside. The guard had refused with a single comment, “That place is
crawling with fleas.”

Slowly Corrie realized what this meant. The reason they had freedom to read the

Bible, to worship together, to tell dying prisoners about Jesus was because of the fleas.
God had allowed the fleas to be in their barracks for a wonderful reason. Ashamedly she
bowed her head. Betsie had been right to insist that they give thanks in all circumstances.
“Thank you God,” she whispered. “Thank you so much for the fleas.” And this time she
really meant it.

One cold dawn a week before Christmas, Betsie awoke unable to move her legs.
She lay in bed coughing and feverish, occasionally leaving blood on the straw beneath her
head. A fellow Dutch prisoner named Maryke showed Corrie how to form an arm cradle
and together they carried the sick woman to the camp hospital. As they neared the hospital

building, they were dismayed to see that a long line had already formed ahead of them. It
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was far too cold and they were far too weak to stay in line. They turned around and carried
Betsie back to her bed.

For several days Betsie lay in bed, drifting in and out of consciousness. When she
was able to talk, it was in a voice so soft that Corrie had to bend close to hear her. Betsie
seemed to be always making plans for the work they must do after they were released from
prison. “We must show people,” she would tell Corrie, “that God’s love goes deeper than
the deepest pit. They will believe us because we’ve been here.” Often she would talk
about a home they would have for people left homeless and hurting from the war. She
would describe the tall windows with sunshine streaming in and the flowers. “People can
learn to love again,” she would say, “from growing things.”

Daily Betsie grew weaker, but the lines of people waiting to get into the hospital
were always long, and Corrie knew her sister couldn’t survive waiting in the bitter cold.
One morning she returned to the bunks after roll call to find a guard and two helpers
transferring Betsie onto a stretcher. As they moved out of the dormitory toward the
hospital, Corrie followed in astonishment. She couldn’t believe this guard was helping
Betsie. This was the guard whose was so cruel the prisoners nicknamed her “The Snake.”
Why had she risked fleas and lice to help take Betsie to the hospital?

That evening Corrie asked repeatedly for permission to visit Betsie, but the guards
all refused. The next morning she didn’t wait to ask, but started for the hospital the minute
she was dismissed from roll call. She reached the window outside Betsie’s room and
peeked inside. A nurse was there, standing between the bed and the window. Corrie
ducked down, waited a minute, then looked again. A second nurse was there now, and

together the two of them were lifting Betsie’s body from the bed. It took Corrie a minute to
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realize that Betsie was not in that room. It was her body the nurses were lifting, but Betsie
no longer lived in that body. She had been released from prison, and was with Father now,
and with Jesus. Betsie was in Heaven.

Before Corrie had a chance to feel sad, her mind flashed back almost fifty years to
her tiny childhood bedroom. She was a little girl again, lying in bed with tears in her eyes,
and Father was sitting beside her. She could almost hear his kind voice saying, “When the
time comes for you to suffer something very hard for you, God will give you the strength
you need—just in time.” Her father had been right. God gave Corrie comfort and hope,

and helped her rejoice because her sister was in heaven, even in her sadness.
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CLOSING:
Sparks —
Corrie’s sister, Betsie, quoted Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will
say it again! “Rejoice!”

1. What were some of the things they had to rejoice about? (being together,
Bible, crowding)

2. What did Betsie rejoice about that Corrie said “No Way”? (fleas)

3. By the end of the story Corrie is thankful for the fleas. Why? (guards
wouldn’t come in their dormitory — gave them freedom to read Bible and
share with other women)

4. s there something in your life that feels like fleas — buggy, itchy and
annoying? Remember you can thank God too — maybe He’ll use it like

Corrie’s fleas to be a blessing.

T&T -
It is very difficult to rejoice when life is hard. When we do, it shows we are really
trusting God to bring good out of bad. He’s a genius at doing that.
1. What was going on in Corie’s life that she made herself rejoice even though
it wasn’t easy? (their flea infested dormitory)
2. How did God turn that hardship or problem around to be a real blessing in

disguise?
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'7,

Philippians 4: 4 says: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again! “Rejoice
3. Have you ever had something terrible happen that you couldn’t see any
good in it? (allow for response)

4. Did God turn it around? (Be prepared to share a personal story)

PRAYER:
Some of you might be going through something hard. Would you like to rejoice and thank

God that He will bring good out of it?
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Large @ Vesteyar

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 6: Trusting God in Hard and Scary Times (Corrie ten Boom)

Objectives:
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
God promises to be with us and help us through our hard and scary times.
e Something to feel: Children will feel more trust in God as a loving father.
e Something to do: Children will choose to trust God when life is difficult for them
by resisting worry and thinking about God’s care.

Materials Needed:
e Music CDs and player
e Story script
e Optional: DVD of The Hiding Place movie (While this movie is far to graphic to
show in its entirety to children, there are quite a few scenes or clips that are
acceptable and add interest to the story.)

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Introduction and lesson: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

For the last several weeks we have been hearing how God was faithful to Corrie Ten Boom
even though it didn’t always feel or look that way. Hearing stories or testimonies from
other Christians is a wonderful way to help us see how God will be faithful to us too.

(Invite someone from your church to share their testimony with the group.)

TEACHING TIME STORY:

One morning a week after Betsie died, Corrie left the prison dormitory to join the other
women standing in the icy cold morning for roll call. She answered weakly when the guard
called her number. Then, to her amazement, he read her name. “Ten Boom, Cornelia.”
She had been identified by number 66730 for so long that she almost didn’t recognize her
own name. “Step forward,” the guard barked. Fear filled Corrie’s heart. “What had she
done wrong?”’ she wondered. “Why did the guard call her?” Her friends looked at her
sadly as she was marched to the front of the line. They all thought she would be taken to
her death. As Corrie stepped into the space the guard had pointed to, she noticed a young
girl named Tiny had been ordered to stand beside her. Corrie could see terror on her face.
Making sure no guards were watching, Corrie leaned close and whispered, “Have you ever
read the Bible?”

“No,” Tiny answered. “I never have.”

“Do you believe in God?”

Tiny said she did. Then, her eyes questioning, she asked Corrie, “Do you know Him?”
Corrie assured Tiny that she knew God well because of her relationship with His son,

Jesus, and that Tiny, too, could be a part of God’s family by accepting Jesus as her Savior.
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In that freezing prison courtyard, half-starved and expecting to die, Tiny asked for a clean
new heart, and she was adopted into God’s family. The fear left her eyes and Corrie could
see a look of peace on her face. While the angels were rejoicing in heaven, Corrie’s heart
was rejoicing in the prison yard. In one of the worst places on earth, the best thing that
could ever happen to a person had happened to Tiny.
When roll call was finally completed, Corrie was taken to the prison office. Expecting the
worst, she could hardly hide her astonishment when an officer behind a desk handed her a
paper with big black letters announcing her release. She thought she must be dreaming as
the officer dumped her watch, Mama’s ring, and a few Dutch coins into her hand. She was
given new clothes and then pointed toward the large metal gate and told she could leave.
The gate was swung open, and Corrie looked into the distance at a shining lake surrounded
by trees. Her swollen feet, aching from being stuffed into new shoes, carried her out of
prison and down a road where the last guard pointed her toward a train station. She later
learned that her release was the result of a mistake made in the prison office. But, of
course, it was really no mistake at all. God had other plans for Corrie.

After getting on a train headed for Holland, Corrie rode for three days with no food.
When the train finally stopped just inside the Dutch border, Corrie was so weak she could
hardly walk. She managed to stumble to a hospital near the train station and sink into a
chair inside the door. Her clothes hung limply on her skinny body. She hadn’t even had
the strength to fasten her belt. Her skin was covered with bumps and scabs where fleas and
lice had bitten. Straggly, uncombed, dirty hair fell into her face. The superintendent of the

hospital observed Corrie’s pitiful condition as she listened to her story. “You’d better stay
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here for a few days, and regain your strength,” she said kindly, when Corrie had finished
talking.

A nurse was called, and Corrie was given some tea and toast, and then directed to a
gleaming white bathtub filled with steaming water. “Everything looks so pretty and clean,”
she thought as she took her bath. When the nurse came to help her out, she begged for five
more minutes, and then five more, and five more again. The first bath she had had in
months felt so wonderful. When Corrie finally left the tub, she was dressed in soft, clean
clothes and was taken to the hospital dining room. Seeing the table set with pretty dishes
and shining silverware, Corrie backed away. “O, you’re having a party,” she protested.
“I’ll just eat in my room.”

“Why we’re not having a party,” the nurse laughed. “The table is just set for
supper.” As Corrie looked at the clean, colorful table, she wondered, “Did I really ever live
like this—in a clean house with plenty of good food?” No meal ever tasted as good to
Corrie as that first one she ate after her release from prison.

After leaving the hospital, Corrie returned to her home. She opened the watch shop
again, but she wasn’t happy fixing watches like she had once been. She was restless, and
she knew God had something else for her to do. She started a home for people who had
been left homeless by the war, just as she and Betsie had dreamed of doing. She started a
ministry to the mentally retarded. But still she knew God was calling her to go somewhere
else and do something more.

Corrie began to travel—at first around Holland, and then to other countries in
Europe, and finally to the United States. Everywhere she went, she told what she had

learned in prison. “God can be trusted,” she said, “even in the most awful places on earth.
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And His love can overcome the strongest hate.” After a year in the United States, God
asked Corrie to take His message to Germany. “Anywhere but Germany,” she begged
God. “Please send me anywhere but there.” But God reminded Corrie that the Germans
especially needed to hear the message He had given her. And so to Germany she went.
One evening Corrie was asked to preach at a church in Munich. She talked about
forgiveness. “When we confess our sins,” she said, “God throws them into the deepest
ocean and puts up a ‘No Fishing’ sign.” After the service was over, a man pushed through
the crowd toward her. She recognized him almost immediately. He had been one of the
cruelest guards at Ravensbruck. What was he doing here in church? She certainly didn’t
want to speak to him, or even see him. He finally reached her and held out his hand to
shake hers, although he didn’t recognize her. “You mentioned Ravensbruck tonight,” he
said. “I was a guard there, but since the war I’ve become a Christian. God has forgiven
my sins, but I’d like to ask you to forgive me in place of all the prisoners I hurt.” Corrie
looked down at his hand—still outstretched in her direction. How could she forgive this
awful man who had been so mean to her and Betsie? She fumbled with her purse to avoid
the handshake. And then God spoke to her, reminding her that He can’t forgive our sins
when we refuse to forgive others. Corrie knew what she had to do. She forced her hand
away from her side and reached out to the smiling man in front of her. Suddenly the most
amazing thing happened. God flooded her heart with love for this German enemy. “I do
forgive you, brother,” she cried. She called him brother—this worst of enemies. There
they stood, a former prison guard and a former prisoner—together because of the most

powerful love there is—God’s love.
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From Germany, Corrie traveled all over the world telling of God’s love. She
preached on all 6 continents and in over 60 countries. When, at the age of 90, she was too
worn out to travel any more, she retired in her adopted country, the United States. On her
95t birthday, she left this earth for heaven—to live again with Father, Mother, Willem,
Nollie, Betsie and, best of all, the God she had loved so much. The Bible tells us when we
serve God well, like Corrie did, He will say to us when we get to heaven, "Wonderful
(job)!... You are a good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:21, CEV) To hear God brag on
us is the best thing we could ever hear and God surely had lots of good things to say to
Corrie. Also waiting for her were a wonderful mansion and many other surprises to reward

her for trusting him and obeying him in her hard and scary times.
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CLOSING:
Sparks and T&T —
e What are some of the important lessons Corrie learned during her long life?
o God would give her strength and courage when she needed it.
o She should obey God instead of people.
o God wants us to rejoice in every circumstance.
o We must forgive others as God has forgiven us. Etc.
e Record these on a white board or poster as children say them.
e Look at this list of lessons. Is there one God has also helped you learn? Is there
one you think God would like for you to learn better? (Allow time for reflection

or sharing.)

PRAYER:

Let’s thank God for the lessons we’ve learned and ask him to help us learn what he wants

us to know.

**Corrie’s story was taken from The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom with John and

Elizabeth Sherrill, Corrie ten Boom: Her Life, Her Faith by Carole C. Carlson, and Corrie

ten Boom, Heroine of Haarlem by Sam Wellman
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 7: God Takes Care of His People (Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath)

Objectives:

e Something to know, believe, think or understand: Children will believe that God
has the power and loves them so much that he can and will take care of them.
Something to feel: Children will feel secure in God’s love and protection.

e Something to do: When in need, children will turn to God for help.

Materials Needed:
e Music CDs and player
e Optional: Magic Shops often carry a vase or container which can be filled with
water and appear to be emptied repeatedly without refilling. This can be used as an
interesting visual with this story.

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Lesson/story: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have you ever been so hungry or so thirsty you didn’t know what to do? You were so
hungry that anything sounded good like bird feed’

We’re here for God to take care of Corrie Ten Boom even though things seemed terrible.
We have other stories of God’s faithfulness (mention the personal testimony from last
week). When we hear othere people’s stories it gives us hope to know that God will be

faithful to us as well.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Elijah was a man who loved God and wanted to please him. He lived in the country of
Israel, and he remembered what a great country it had been when he was a boy. Then
people lived by God’s laws, and life was good. But a very bad king, a man named Ahab,
became the ruler of the country, and the people began to follow his wicked ideas and laws.
The Bible says Ahab disobeyed God more than any king before him. He worshipped false
gods and did terrible things to his people. Elijah thought a lot about the sad situation and
prayed often for God to change his country. When we ask God to change something, he
often asks us to also do something to make the change happen. That’s what he did to
Elijah. What he asked Elijah to do was very scary. He told him to take a message to the
king. Imagine the thoughts that must have gone through Elijah’s mind as he started on his
journey to the palace. What God had told him to tell the king was not a message the king
would be happy to hear. It was a message about punishment for being so evil. The king
was very hot headed. What might he do when he heard this message? Would he arrest

Elijah and put him in prison? Would he kill him?
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Bravely Elijah approached the palace and asked to see Ahab. How his heart must
have been pounding as he walked through the halls to the throne room. When he finally
stood before the king, he introduced himself and courageously spoke the truth. “I am a
servant of the living Lord, the God of Israel,” he declared. “I tell you by God’s authority
that it will not rain in Israel until I say it will. In fact, the land will become so dry, there
will not even be dew on the ground.” The king was furious. He knew Elijah was telling
him that God was sending punishment. He knew he was being judged for his sinful ways.
And, he knew if it didn’t rain, there would be no crops and his kingdom would become
very poor. He would not let Elijah get by with this.

When Elijah left the palace, he knew his life was in danger. He had to get out of
town fast before Ahab’s men could capture him. He didn’t know where he could go to be
safe. The king had an army and many servants who could chase and find him. However,
God had an amazing plan to protect his prophet. He told Elijah to cross the Jordan River
and hide near a creek. “You can drink water from the creek,” God said, “and I have told
some ravens to bring you food.” Some ravens? Was God talking about birds? Elijah went
right to the place God had told him about, and the next day he was amazed when several
large black birds came flying to his side, bringing him bread and meat. For many days, the
birds came twice a day with Elijah’s meals, and he had plenty to eat. But, as God had said
would happen, no rain fell, and, after awhile, the creek dried up. Of course God could have
kept it full, even without rain, for he can do anything. But he had another plan to feed his
prophet.

When Elijah could get no more water from the creek, God told him to walk to the

town of Zarephath and live there. “I have told a widow to give you food,” God promised.
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(A widow is a woman whose husband has died.) In Old Testament days, widows were
very poor. Women didn’t usually have jobs for pay, because it took all of their time to take
care of their houses and children. They had to grind grain to make bread, grow vegetables
in their gardens, weave cloth to make clothes and do all of the other things which people
had to do by hand before machines were invented. So, when husbands died, and there was
no one to earn money, their families were terribly poor. Everyone felt sorry for widows
because their lives were so hard. Elijah must have wondered how God could expect a poor
widow to give him food. But he had learned to trust God, so he did what God had told him
to do.

As Elijah came near Zarephath, he saw a woman walking around gathering sticks to
make a fire. He knew she was the widow God had told him about, so he walked over to
where she was working. Maybe he didn’t want to upset her, because he just said, “Would
you please bring me a cup of water?” As she began to walk toward her house to get the
drink, he called out a harder request. “Would you also please bring me a piece of bread?”

The widow turned to Elijah, and he could surely see how thin she was. He must
have seen despair in her eyes as she answered, “I don’t have any bread. All I have is a little
flour and a little olive oil. I’'m on my way home, now, with these sticks to build a fire and
make a little bread which will be the last meal for my son and me. Then we will starve to
death.”

Boldly Elijah answered, “Everything will be fine. Go ahead and make the meal
you’ve planned. Bring me a piece of the bread first. God has promised that your jar of
flour will not become empty and your bottle of oil won’t run out until he sends rain so

more food can grow.” The woman believed in God, but it must have been scary to think
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about giving away her last meal. She turned and went into her little house, and before long
she came back to Elijah carrying a hot piece of freshly baked bread. The next day, she
again went into her kitchen to fix a meal. She picked up the flour jar which she had
emptied only the day before, and she turned it upside down over her mixing bowl. Out
poured enough flour for another loaf of bread. She picked up the olive jar bottle and tipped
it into the bowl. Out came enough oil to make her bread for that day. How amazing.
Every day for many weeks, the widow completely emptied her containers. Every day she
used every bit of flour and oil, and there was always enough to make another loaf of bread.
God kept his promise to the woman, and she and her son had food to eat until it rained
again and they could grow new crops.

Just like God kept his promises to the widow and to Elijah, he keeps his promises to

us.
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CLOSING:
Read Luke 12:29 in unison.
“And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to drink. Don’t worry about such
things.”
Ask:
1. How was this verse true for Elijah and the widow?

2. What are some things you worry about?

Sparks —
Luke 12:29 says:
“And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to drink. Don’t worry about
such things.”
Jesus said those words to His disciples or followers. He was saying that God takes
care of the flowers, and birds so you can know He’ll take care of you because He
loves you.
1. How did we see God take care of Ellijah in todays story? (protect from
Ahab’s reach, fed by ravens and water from the creek, fed by a widow)
2. Who else did he take care of? (the widow)

3. Just like God feeds the birds and fed Elijah and the widow we can know

He’ll take care of us.
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T&T -
Luke 12:29-31 says:

“And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to drink. Don’t worry about such
things.”
These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers all over the world, but your Father
already knows your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you
everything you need.”

1. How was this verse true for Elijah and the widow?

2. What are things you worry about?

3. What does the verse say to you?

4. How does that make you feel?

PRAYER:
Invite the children to give their worries to God as you pray together. Remind them that
God often answers prayers in the way he knows is best, and it’s not always in the way we

expect.
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 8: God Shows His Power (Elijah and the Prophets of Baal)

Objectives:
e Something to know, believe, think or understand: Children will understand that
there is only one God and that he is all powerful.

e Something to feel: Children will be awed at God’s power and will be inspired to be
bold in their faith.

e Something to do: Children will stand up for God and for righteousness.

Materials Needed:
e Music CDs and player
e Story Script

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
e Lesson/story: 17 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have you ever been in a contest against someone else? Maybe a race to see who was the
fastest runner or swimmer. Maybe a contest to see who could do the best cart wheel or
throw the fastest pitch. Contests can be scary — especially if you don’t know if you’ll win.
Last week we talked about Elijah and how God proved His faithfulness by taking care of
Elijah in some pretty amazing ways. When Elijah was faced with a pretty scary contest —

he knew God would be there for him!

TEACHING TIME STORY:

For three very hard years, no rain fell in Israel. There was almost nothing to eat anywhere
and the ground was dry and dusty. The rivers and streams were becoming dry too. The
people were skinny and weak and terribly scared. Were they ready to obey God and
follow his laws so their punishment could end? Finally God told Elijah it was time to go
see Ahab again. “Tell the king,” God said, “that I will soon make it rain.” Would the king
be pleased with this message, or would he still be furious at the prophet for being God’s
messenger?

The man in charge of the king’s palace was a servant named Obadiah. Obadiah
was a good man who loved God, so working for the evil king was hard for him.
Sometimes he tried to keep Ahab’s bad plans from succeeding. Once the king planned to
kill a group of the Lord’s prophets and so Obadiah hid one hundred of them in two caves
where the king couldn’t find them. He sneaked food and water to them until they were able

to escape to safety.
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On the day that God sent Elijah to take the message about rain to the king, Obadiah
was out walking. Earlier that morning the king had said to him, “We have absolutely no
food left for my horses and mules. If we don’t find something, we’ll just have to kill them.
Let’s go look along old creek beds and see if we can find anything still growing which they
can eat. You go one way and I’ll go the other.”

Obadiah walked over the very dusty dry land, searching for something green which
had managed to survive. He hoped something could be found to feed the king’s horses. He
hated the thought of killing the poor animals, but he knew the king was right. They were
desperately hungry. They would die if they didn’t eat soon. As he searched along the
creek banks, he met Elijah who was on his way to the palace. “Elijah,” he called out in
surprise. “Is it really you?’

“Yes, it is I,” the prophet answered. “and I have a message for the king. Go tell
Ahab I am here to see him.” When he heard these words, Obadiah’s face grew pale and his
eyes widened in fear. “The king would kill me if I took him that message, even though
I’ve done nothing wrong. You don’t know what’s happened since the last time you were
here. The king has searched everywhere for you. He even sent searchers to all of the
neighboring countries and made the kings of those countries swear they were not hiding
you. He is furious that you haven’t been found. Do you really want me to tell him you’re
here?” Obadiah wanted to do what Elijah had asked, but it was just too scary. “I have
worshipped God since I was a kid,” he added. “I even hid 100 of his prophets one time,
and risked my life to do so. | try to do what is right, but what you’re asking is too

dangerous. The king will truly kill me.”
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Finally Elijah convinced Obadiah to take his message to the king, and he was not
killed. Instead, Ahab came to meet the prophet he hated. “There you are,” he yelled as he
came near, “the biggest troublemaker in Israel.”

Boldly Elijah answered, “You’re the biggest troublemaker in Israel. You don’t
worship the true God, but you insult him by worshipping the idol of Baal. Let’s see who
the true God is. Let’s have a contest. Call together all of the people of Israel, along with
450 of Baal’s prophets and 400 more prophets who also worship other false gods. Meet me
at the mountain named Carmel.”

Ahab thought this contest would work in his favor and he would be able to
embarrass Elijah. Hurriedly he sent messengers throughout the country to call all of the
people to Mt. Carmel. He gathered his false prophets and went to meet the prophet he
hated. When the people were gathered, Elijah stood in front of them and in a loud voice
said, “How much longer are you going to try to have it two ways. You say you are God’s
people, but you worship false gods. If the Lord is God, worship him. If Baal is god,
worship him.” Not a person answered this challenge. Perhaps they were too ashamed of
how they had been unfaithful to God. Maybe they were so scared of King Ahab that they
didn’t say what they really thought. Elijah was disgusted at them. He continued to speak.
“I am the Lord’s only prophet. Baal has 450 prophets. Bring two bulls. Baal’s prophets
can cut the meat into pieces and put it on one of their altars. 1 will do the same. Neither
one of us will light a fire to burn this offering. Let the prophets of Baal pray to their god,
and see if he can send a fire. | will pray to my God and ask him to send a fire. The god

who answers prayer and sends a fire is the true god.”
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“Yes,” the crowd yelled. “That’s a good idea.” Perhaps they were eager to show they
wanted to worship the true god. Elijah told the prophets of Baal to go first. Everyone
waited, tense and excited, while they put their meat on the altar. Then they began to pray.
“Answer us Baal,” they called. “Send down fire to burn this offering.” They danced
around the altar and yelled loudly to their god. People watched intently, wondering what
would happen. By noontime, there was no sign that an answer was coming, and Elijah
made fun of the prophets. “Pray louder,” he said. “Maybe Baal is sleeping, or off on a trip,
or using the bathroom. Maybe he can’t hear you.” The prophets shouted more loudly, and
even cut themselves to try to convince their false god to show up. By the end of the
afternoon, they were bleeding and exhausted, and nothing had happened.

Elijah was excited to begin his part of the contest. He knew God would not fail
him. He knew the people were about to see proof that God was real. With twelve stones,
he built an altar and put the cut up meat on top. Then, as everyone watched curiously, he
dug a ditch around the altar. After the ditch was finished, he did something very
surprising. To make sure the people really understood God’s power, he told them to bring
four large jars of water and pour over his offering. It would be soaked, and when God sent
fire, the people would realize this was no trick. The water spilled over the meat and rocks
and ran down into the ditch. Many were thinking, “There’s no way a fire can burn this
meat.” But Elijah wasn’t finished. He ordered the jars to be filled again and poured over
the offering a second time. The ditch began to fill up and the offering was truly soaked.
Elijah still wasn’t finished, and he ordered the jars to be filled one more time. They were
poured onto the altar—twelve large jars of water in all. The ditch was now full. Elijah

looked at the waiting crowd. He was excited for them to see how real and how powerful
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God is. He lifted his head to heaven and his prayer could be heard in the evening air. “O
Lord, prove you are the God of this nation. Show that | am your servant. Answer me so
that these people will know you are the true God and will turn their hearts back to you.”

What happened next could only be the work of God. Immediately fire burst out of
the altar. As the prophets of Baal, and King Ahab, and all of the people watched, the meat
burned to a crisp. The wet wood disappeared as the fire burned it. The large stones of the
altar burned to ashes. The fire dried up every drop of water in the ditch and even scorched
the ground. The amazed people
had never seen anything like this. They knew they had just witnessed the actions of a God
who was very much alive and very full of power. They fell to their knees and shouted,
“The Lord is God. The Lord is God.”

The prophets of Baal were terrified. They realized they looked very foolish and that
the king would be awfully angry. They began to run, but Elijah quickly yelled to the
people to capture them, which they did.

Ahab realized he looked very foolish too, and he was furious and embarrassed.
Elijah said to him, “Get something to eat and drink. I hear a heavy rain coming.” Ahab
looked around, but there was no sign of rain. No clouds, no lightening, no sign that the
long dry time without rain was about over. Angrily he turned and started toward home.
Elijah climbed to the top of the mountain taking his servant with him. “Go look to the
sea,” he said to the man. The servant ran to the edge of the mountain and looked out
toward the sea. He came back and announced to the prophet, “I didn’t see anything.”
Seven more times Elijah sent him to look. After the eighth time, he finally had news. “I

saw a cloud,” he reported, “but it was no bigger than a man’s fist.”
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”Go tell Ahab to hurry home. Otherwise the storm will stop him,” Elijah instructed
his servant. A few minutes later, clouds covered the sky. Wind began to roar and rain
poured down on the dry land. Elijah wrapped his coat around his body and began to run.
Two times in one day, he had proved that God was real and that he had the power to do
anything. And, Elijah had shown that he was a man who trusted God and whom God

could use.
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CLOSING:
Sparks —
We can read this story of Elijah’s contest against the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18
1. What was the difference in how the 2 altars were build? (Elijah put water
on his!)
2. And what was the difference in what happened? (Elijah’s caught fire by the
Lord)
3. It could have been scary for Elijah to go up against all those prophets of

Baal, but he knew he had the true God on his side.

Faith is believing in what you can’t see, but Elijah could know God was real
because of how He took care of him.

You can know God is real too. How are ways He has taken care of you?

T&T -

1. What gave Elijah his great confidence in God? (God had taken care of Him-
proved Himself real )

2. The prophets of Baal believed in something they could see (Baal was a
carved statue) but it ended up being a god who wasn’t real. Why is it easier
to believe in something we can see? (we want to use our eyes, senses to
prove things. God is beyond our human senses of sight, hearing, feeling but

He is very real.)
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3. Faith is believing in something you can’t see — How can you know God is
real even though you can’t see Him?

4. Ephesians 1:18 says: “I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so
that you can understand the confident hope He has given to those He
called—His holy people who are His rich and glorious inheritance ”.

When we believe He opens the eyes of our hearts so we can see His truth.

PRAYER:
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Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 9: The Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Objectives:
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
God is a very loving heavenly father and that we should treat his name with so
much respect.

e Something to feel: Children will feel cherished by God.
e Something to do: Children will turn to God in times of stress and trouble.

Materials Needed:
e Music CDs and player
e Story script
e Lord’s prayer printed on poster or power point

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 13 minutes
¢ Introduction and lesson/story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 3 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Once some of Jesus’ friends asked him how to pray, and He prayed a beautiful prayer that
He said was an example or model of how they should pray. Let’s read together the prayer
that Jesus prayed.
“Our Father in heaven,

may your name always be kept holy.

% May your kingdom come

and what you want be done,

here on earth as it is in heaven.

' Give us the food we need for each day.

12 Forgive us for our sins,

just as we have forgiven those who sinned against us.
13 And do not cause us to be tempted,
but save us from the Evil One. Amen.”
Matthew 6:9-13 NCV
Jesus started his prayer with these words, “Our Father in heaven.” He wanted us to know
that God is a very loving father who will take care of us. Some dads are not very much like
God, and they hurt their children. Some dads, like Corrie ten Boom’s, are so loving and
patient they remind us of God. However, all dads disappoint their children sometimes,
because they are only human. But we have one dad who will always do what is best for us

and who will always love us perfectly. He is “Our Father in heaven.”
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TEACHING TIME STORY:

Bryce Johnson missed his dad a lot. When he was only 5, his dad had been in a car
accident and had died. Bryce and his mom cried lots of tears because they were so sad. As
time passed, the sadness became less, but there was always a painful place in Bryce’s heart,
especially when he saw other boys doing things with their fathers. He felt very left out
when his friends got to go to ball games with their dads, or when he saw kids sitting with
their dads in church. Sometimes Bryce would say to his mom, “I surely wish I had a dad.”

One day Bryce came home from school and said a very surprising thing to his mom.
He said, “I’m glad I don’t have a dad. 1 don’t want one.” Bryce’s mother was shocked to
hear his words. What had happened, she wondered, to make him say such a surprising
thing?

”Why do you say that?” she asked. “You’ve always missed your dad so much, and
you’ve wished so much he could be alive for you?”

Slowly Bryce explained. “You remember Kathy, that girl with long black hair who
is in my class?” Bryce’s mother nodded. She remembered seeing this little girl several
times. Bryce continued, “Well her dad always promises to come visit her and then never
comes. At Christmas time she was so excited and kept reminding everyone that her dad
was coming to see her. She made him a Christmas card and saved her money for a long
time to buy him a present, and then he never came. Yesterday the same thing happened.
She said he was coming to town on business, and that he was going to pick her up and take
her out for pizza. She had such big plans. Today she came to school looking like she had

cried all night. When someone asked her about her dad, she just said, “He never came.”

©The Weskyan Church - Spirttual Foomathon Department - Chidren's Dividon. Dewnloaded free from www.wesleyankids.org wresl‘é.y%s (émﬁ
65



Before Bryce’s mom could talk to him more about Kathy, he talked about another
kid in his class, one of his friends. “Another reason I don’t want a dad is because they
make you scared. Every time I go to Brian’s house, if his dad is home, he just acts scared
and says we should go in his room and be real quiet. Sometimes I hear his dad yelling at
his mom or his big sister, and he says really mean things. I’ve even heard him say mean
things to Brian a few times. Once when | told Brian to ask his dad if we could use some of
his tools, he said, ‘No, I’'m too scared.” So I just think it’s good that I don’t have a dad.”
Bryce’s mom was very surprised at what he was thinking. “Bryce,” she answered, “you do
know of some dads who don’t do a very good job of being a parent. But think about
Jason’s dad. You’re always so excited to go to his house when his dad is home, because
you love the way he plays ball with you guys. And you had so much fun when he took
you on a camp out. And think about Uncle Mark. You’ve seen him be a loving dad to
your cousins many times.”

Before Bryce could answer his mom, she asked him to think about something else
that was very important. “I know your daddy died,” she said, “but I want to remind you
that you still have a dad, your father in heaven. He is a perfect dad. He always keeps his
promises unlike Kathy’s dad. And He never does anything mean. In fact, He loves you
perfectly and always wants only what’s best for you. He loves to spend time with you, and
will never leave you waiting for him to be with you or talk to you. He promised to never
leave you alone.”

Bryce thought about his mother’s words, and he remembered how many times God
had taken care of him and his mom. Several times, they hadn’t had enough money to pay

their bills, and God had sent what they needed. Sometimes when they were so sad they
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didn’t think they could go on, God sent his comfort, often by sending friends to help them
through the bad times. Bryce even remembered one time when he missed the bus and
Mom was already at work. He prayed to his heavenly father, and when he looked out the
window, he saw his neighbor pulling out of the drive, taking her kids to school because
they had missed the bus too. She was happy to give him a ride. When that happened, he’d
been pretty excited to have a prayer answered so quickly and obviously. Mom was right.
Bryce did still have a dad. Even though he missed his earthly dad a lot, he was so glad he
had a heavenly father to love him and take care of him.

God wants to be a father to all of us. Even if we have a very good earthly father, he
can’t be with us all the time. He can’t take care of all of our needs. But God can. So when
we talk to Him, He loves it when we call Him “Father.”

The rest of the first sentence in Jesus’ prayer says, “May your name always be kept
holy.” Holy means perfect and without sin. Because God is so great, we should treat his
name very respectfully. Way back in Old Testament times, when God first began to show
people what He is like, He gave ten rules or commandments to help us live good lives.
Only ten. One of those ten rules says,

Do not misuse my name. | am the LORD your God, and | will punish anyone who misuses
my name. Exodus 20:7 CEV

God wants us to love and value Him so much, that we even treat His name as special.
When He only gave ten rules, one of them was about how to value His name. It is that
important. We should speak His name with respect and love, and we should never misuse

it by saying it with disrespect.

©The Weskyan Church - Spirttual Foomathon Department - Chidren's Dividon. Dewnloaded free from www.wesleyankids.org Weslbé.y%s (émﬁ
67



CLOSING:
Sparks —
God wants us to talk to Him — to pray. We can pray anytime and anywhere.
Sometimes we don’t know what to say or how to start. Jesus gave us a great
example.

1. Who did Jesus teach us to pray to? (Our father in heaven)

2. How does it feel to know you have a Heavenly Father?

3. What did Bryce learn about his Heavenly Father? (He is a perfect Dad,
always keeps His promises, He’s never mean, He loves us perfectly, He’1l
never leave you alone)

T&T -

1. When you pray, how do you usually start? Who do you address the prayer
to?

2. Have you ever thought of God as your father? Why? Why not?

3. How does that description make you feel? What image of God does it bring
to mind?

4. If you could describe the perfect father what would he be like?

5. Bryce discovered some amazing things about our Heavenly Father — have
you ever experienced any of these?

God loves you and is your Heavenly Father — knowing that is awesome!
PRAYER:
Let’s close by prayer Jesus’ prayer together. Think about God as a father who loves

you very much as we pray. (Pray/read the Lord’s Prayer in unison.)

©The Weskeyan Church - Spirttual Foemation Department - Children's Dividon. Dewnloaded free from www.wesleyankids. org wresé.yé,s (émj
68



Large @ Vesteyar

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 10: The Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Objectives:

e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
Jesus’ followers can help make what He wants done on earth happen by their own
obedience.

Something to feel: Children will be inspired to be God’s agents for change.

e Something to do: Children will choose to live obediently, helping to bring God’s

kingdom to our earth.

Materials Needed:

e Music CDs and player
The Lord’s Prayer written on a poster or power point
Commandments 5-10 written on a poster or power point
Paper and pencils for each small group of children
Optional: White board or poster for compiling children’s lists

Suggested Schedule:

Praise and worship: 10 minutes
Introduction and lesson: 7 minutes
Small group activity: 8 minutes
Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask the children what two lessons were learned last week about God. (He is a loving
father and we should treat His name with so much respect.)

Let’s pray the prayer Jesus taught us to prayer together. (Using the power point or poster

of the prayer, read/pray it in unison.)

TEACHING TIME STORY:
Tonight (today) we’re going to learn about the second part of the prayer Jesus taught us to
pray.

The second part says, “May your kingdom come and what you want be done here on earth

as it is in heaven.” This is an amazing thing to pray. God wants a good life for us so much,

that Jesus asks us to pray that what God wants will be done on this earth. If we all lived
the way God wants, our world would be a wonderful place. It would be God’s kingdom.
Last week, we learned about God’s commandment to keep His name holy and treat it with
great respect. Let’s look at 6 more of the commandments, because they help us understand
how to make what God wants be done on earth. Let’s read them together.

2Respect your father and your mother. ...

Do not murder.

“Be faithful in marriage

Do not steal.

Do not tell lies about others.

Do not want anything that belongs to someone else. Don't want anyone's house, wife or

husband, slaves, oxen, donkeys or anything else. Exodus 20:13-17 CEV
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These were some of the first important rules God gave. In the New Testament, He gave us
more rules about how to live like He wants us to. However, He said all of His laws could
be followed if we obeyed only two—to love God completely and to love our neighbors as
ourselves. How would our world be different if everyone obeyed these commandments? If
no one ever stole or lied, we would live in a very different world. If everyone was faithful
in marriage and respected their parents, life on earth would be very different. What if
everyone loved God completely and loved others like they loved themselves? Wouldn’t

life be wonderful if people acted like that?
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CLOSING:
Sparks and T&T —
e I’m going to have you divide in small groups (4-8 kids) and
e | want each group to make a list of all the ways you can think of that our world
would be different if what God wants on earth would be followed.
(You might need to give a few possibilities to help kids get started with suggestions
such as these.)
o We would need no keys because nothing would need to be locked.
o We wouldn’t need policemen and women.
o Hospitals wouldn’t be nearly so busy with no one getting beat up or
shot.
o We would never get in trouble because someone lied about us.
o There would not be any jails.
o We would never feel left out and sad because others treated us unkindly.
o There would be no punishments because we would obey those in
authority.
o After the kids have made their lists, come back together and ask each group to
give 3-4 of the items on their lists.
e Discuss and give feedback as appropriate.
e Emphasize that God’s laws are given because He loves us so much and wants

our lives to be happy and full of goodness.
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PRAYER:
Invite children to voluntarily pray short prayers asking God to help them to something

specific to make His kingdom come and to cause what He wants to be done on earth.
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Large @ Nesleyan Kids

Group
Lessons

SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 11: The Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Objectives:
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
God is a loving father who provides for our needs.
Something to feel: Children will feel loved and cared for.

e Something to do: Children will choose to pray about their needs and trust God to
take care of them.

Materials Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Story Script
e The Lord’s Prayer written on power point or a poster

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 12 minutes
¢ Introduction and story/lesson: 14 minutes
e Closing: 4 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

The third part of the prayer Jesus taught us to pray says, “Give us the food we need each
day.” God wants us to know that everything we have comes from Him and that He will

take care of us. Sometimes people want God to give them everything they want, and He
doesn’t do that. But we can depend on him to give us what we need, like our food each

day. Jesus once told his friends,

“Don't worry and ask yourselves, ‘Will we have anything to eat? Will we have
anything to drink? Will we have any clothes to wear?’ Only people who don't know God
are always worrying about such things. Your Father in heaven knows that you need all of
these.” Matthew 6:31-32 CEV

Whom did we learn about not very long ago who had food provided by God in
unusual ways? (Elijah, the widow of Zaraphath and her son) Let me tell you another story
about God giving some children the food they needed.

First, let’s pray the prayer Jesus taught us to prayer together. (Using the power

point or poster of the prayer, read/pray it in unison.)

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Many years ago there lived in England a man who truly trusted God for the food he needed
each day. And he needed a lot of food. His name was George Mueller. One day as he was
hurrying down the street to visit a sick man from his church, he met a little girl who looked
like she was about 5 years old. She was carrying a toddler on her back, and both kids were
dressed in ragged clothes. She asked George for some money for food. He gave her some

and then began to notice that there were lots of other very poor children living right in his
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town. Soon he and his wife, Mary, decided to try to help these children by feeding them
breakfast every day. Along with food, they taught the kids about Jesus. George’s
Breakfast Club kept getting bigger and bigger until there were about 40 people coming to
their kitchen every morning. George and Mary didn’t have much money, but they noticed
that God always sent them enough money to buy the food they needed.

As the Breakfast Club grew, George realized that many of these kids not only
needed food, they needed a place to live. Lots of them were orphans. So he decided to
start a home for them. He rented a house and soon it was filled with 26 girls and 42 more
were on a waiting list. So he rented a second house. As more and more children came,
George bought land and built many buildings so he could take care of every child who
needed a home. It took thousands of dollars to do all of this work, but George never asked
a single person for money. When he needed something, the only one he told was God.

One morning, one of George’s helpers came to him and said, “Mr. Mueller, I hate to
bother you, but the children are ready for breakfast and there’s not a thing in the house to
eat. What shall I tell them?”

George told the helper that he would handle this problem. Then he added, “Let’s
see what God will do.” He went into the dining room and saw the children all standing
around the tables. There was a cup, a bowl and a spoon for each child neatly laid out in
front of them. “Children,” he said, “there’s not much time. I don’t want any of you to be
late for school, so let’s pray.” He bowed his head and thanked God for the food, even
though he had no idea where it would come from. After saying “amen,” he smiled at the
orphans and asked them to take their seats. As three hundred chairs noisily scraped across

the floor, George heard a knock. He opened the door, and there stood a baker holding a
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huge tray of freshly baked bread. The man explained to George, “I couldn’t sleep last
night. | kept thinking you would need bread this morning, and that | was supposed to bake
it for you.” The man had got our of bed at 2:00 a.m. and made many loaves of bread. He
went to his cart and brought two more huge trays and soon the children were all eating
hungrily.
Then there was a second knock at the door. When George opened the door this time, a man
who delivered milk was standing there. He told George he needed a little help. “The
wheel on my cart is broken,” he explained. “I needed to lighten my load so I can fix the
wheel. There are ten heavy containers of milk. Could you use them?” Soon all the
orphans were drinking fresh milk. George wasn’t really even surprised. He had known
God would send the food they needed. But he was very thankful.

For sixty years George asked God for food for his thousands of children. Not once
did any of them have to go hungry. Many times, the food didn’t arrive a second early, but
just in time. But it was always there. George believed God was a loving Father who would
take care of him, and he was right.

(Information for this story was taken from George Muller, The Guardian of Bristol’s

Orphans by Janet and Geoff Benge and George Muller, Man of Faith by Bonnie Harvey.)
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CLOSING:
Sparks and T&T —

¢ Divide children into small groups, each with a leader.

¢ Invite children to name three things they need that God has provided and for
which they want to thank him.

e Encourage to think of things God has provided that they don’t need bur are nice
to have. Help them to see that God not only provides what we need when we
ask but He often provides beyond our needs as well.

e Encourage gratitude for life’s necessities as well as for many extra blessings.

e As agroup take turns saying thank you prayers to God for what He has
provided, make thank you notes or create a thank you bulletin board as a visual
reminder.

e They may also share needs.

PRAYER:

Close with prayers of thanksgiving, and petition.
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 12: The Prayer Jesus Taught us to Pray

Objectives:

e Something to know, understand, believe or think: Children will understand that
God commands us to forgive those who hurt us and that his forgiveness of us is
affected by our forgiveness of others.

Something to feel: Children will be motivated to forgive others.

e Something to do: Children will choose to forgive and will ask God to help them do
SO.

Materials Needed:
e Music CDs and player
e Story script
e The Lord’s Prayer printed on power point or a poster

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 10 minutes
¢ Introduction and lesson/story: 15 minutes
e Closing: 5 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Let’s pray the prayer Jesus taught us to prayer together. (Using the power point or poster
of the prayer, read/pray it in unison.)

The 4™ part of Jesus’ prayer says “Forgive us our sins just as we have forgiven
those who sinned against us.” Jesus is reminding us that we have been forgiven by Him, so
we should follow His example and forgive others. Whom did we learn about a few weeks
ago who forgave someone who had been very mean to her? (Corrie ten Boom) Can you
think of people in the Bible who forgave? (Jesus asked for forgiveness for those who
crucified him. Joseph forgave his brothers.) Let’s hear a story that Jesus told to show how

freely God forgives.

TEACHING TIME STORY:
Once there was a man who had two sons. When he died, he expected his two sons to
divide his property. They would each inherit part of his money and the other things he
owned. But, that was supposed to be after he died. One day the younger son told his father
something very surprising, and a little insulting. He said, “I want my money now. I don’t
want to wait until you die. Give me my money and I’'m leaving home.” The father felt sad
at his son’s behavior, but he did what the boy wanted. He gave him his share of the money.
The younger son was very excited. He thought about the fun he would have
spending all of that money. No one would warn him to be careful. No one would remind
him to spend wisely. He could do whatever he wanted. So he packed up his belongings,

moved far away, and began to party. He found lots of new friends who wanted to be with
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a guy who was always spending, always having fun. The boy thought he was living a
wonderful life, and he was glad he had taken his money and left home.

However, the money, which had seemed like so much and should have lasted a long
time, quickly disappeared. The younger son must have been surprised when he opened his
last money bag and realized that he had gone through so much money in such a short time.
He had only been gone from home a few weeks or months. How could he have spent that
much money? When the money was gone and the parties were over, the new friends left.
They weren’t really friends. They just liked the younger son because of what he could buy.
Now he was alone, and he had nothing to eat and nowhere to live. The people he had
thought were friends would not help him. He was terrified. What was he going to do?

He realized he would have to get a job.

The country where the younger son had gone was in as much trouble as he was.
There was no food, and many people were going hungry. Finding a job seemed
impossible. Finally a farmer hired him to take care of pigs. The Bible says he was so
hungry, he would have been glad to eat the food the pigs ate. But no one gave him
anything. He watched the pigs gobbling down the scraps they had been given, and wished
he could have some. How quickly his life had changed.

There the boy was, weak, starving, his clothes worn ragged, and he had no way to
survive. As he sat in the field watching the pigs, he thought about home. He thought about
the comfortable house he had lived in, the clean clothes he had worn. But mostly he
thought about the food his father had provided. Fresh food, delicious food, plenty of food.
He had never once gone hungry in his father’s home. He thought about his father’s

servants. They weren’t rich, but they never went hungry either. Then he had an idea. A
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surprising idea. Would it work, he wondered? He couldn’t go back home and expect to be
a son, but maybe his father would hire him as a servant. That would be so much better than
taking care of pigs. But, maybe his father would be too mad to hire him. Maybe his father
would refuse to even talk to him. He knew that is what he deserved. However, he decided
it was worth a try. He would be very repentant, and show his father that he had changed.
He planned what he would say. “Father, I have sinned against God in heaven and against
you. I don’t deserve to be your son, but could I be one of your servants?”

There wasn’t anything to pack, like there had been when he left home. There were
no money bags to carry, no food baskets to get ready for the trip. Just a very long hard
walk ahead of him. Off he went down the road toward home.

As the younger son neared home, his heart must have been pounding. Surely he
was afraid and embarrassed. What would his father think when he saw the starving son in
raggedly clothes limping home to admit he had been foolish? What the boy didn’t realize
though, was that his father had been waiting for him to return. His father had been
watching the road, hoping and hoping that he would one day see his boy walking back
home. His father had been desperate to hug his child in his arms again, and tell him how
much he was loved.

When the younger son was still a long ways from home, his father saw him. Out of
the front door he ran, down the steps, through the yard, moving as fast as he could. Down
the road, heart pounding, legs pumping, toward his son. The boy was smelly, ragged,
skinny, dirty, but the father didn’t care. His arms were out to hug his son before he even
reached him. And then, there he was, in his father’s arms, being hugged and kissed and

loved more than he could imagine. He remembered what he had prepared to say. “Father,
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I have sinned against God in heaven and against you. I don’t deserve to be your son, but
could I be one of your servants?” But his dad wasn’t even listening. He was calling to his
servants, “Hurry, find the best clothes in the house and put them on my boy. Get a ring for
his finger and sandals for his feet. Pick the best calf and roast it. Fix a wonderful dinner so
we can celebrate. My son was dead, but is now alive. He was lost, but has been found.”

Even though this son had treated his father very badly, his father was so eager to
forgive him and once again have him home. Jesus told this story so we would know that
God is like that too. He forgives us so freely, so willingly, so gladly. And He wants us to
forgive others in the same way.

Forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us.
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CLOSING:
Sparks —

¢ Invite children to think of five things God has forgiven them for. They can use the
fingers of one hand to indicate each “sin” as they remember it.

e Then ask them to think of five things they need to forgive. Again, they may keep
track by using their fingers.

T&T -

1. Are there things you have done that need forgiven? Sins you need to confess and
ask forgiveness for? Jesus said that if we confess with our mouths that will be
forgiven.

2. The other side of that though is that we also need to forgive others when they do
something wrong, hurtful, or sinful against us.

3. How hard is it to forgive other people who hurt us?

4. Do you know of someone who has sinned against you that you need to forgive? If
you don’t forgive them you will get angry — hateful — resentful and rob yourself of
God’s joy

Forgiveness is a 2 — way street. You need to seek forgiveness when you sin, and you need

to offer forgiveness when sinned against.

PRAYER:

Pray together, thanking God for his forgiveness and asking for his help in forgiving others.
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SPARKSAND T & T YEAR 2, QUARTER 1
Lesson 13: Praying the Prayer Jesus Taught Us

Objectives:
e Something to know, understand, think or believe: Children will understand that
God will help us resist temptation and sin in many ways.
e Something to feel: Children will be inspired to rely on God’s help in resisting
temptation and will feel increased confidence that He will help them.
e Something to do: Children will depend on God to help them resist temptation by
remembering scripture, praying, and listening to their consciences.

Materials Needed:
e Music CDs and player

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 12 minutes
e Lesson/story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 4 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Let’s pray the prayer Jesus taught us to prayer together. (Using the power point or poster
of The Lord’s Prayer, read/pray it in unison.)
The last part of the prayer Jesus taught us says,

And do not cause us to be tempted,

but save us from the Evil One.'
God works in many ways to help us resist temptation and to save us from the Evil One.
One of the ways He helps us is through giving us a conscience. Because of our
consciences, we feel guilty when we do wrong and we are reminded to do what is right.
God also gave us the Holy Spirit who gives us courage and strength to resist Satan and to
make right choices. A third way God saves us from the Evil One is through His word, the
Bible. When we read and memorize the Bible, we have a good weapon to help us fight
against temptation. Paul even gave the Bible the name of a weapon. He called it the
Sword of the Spirit. Listen to Jill’s story and learn how God helped her learn to not give in

to temptation and to Satan.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Jill was excited, as she always was when one of her friends had a birthday party. On
Friday night, she and a bunch of other third grade girls were going to Mandy Johnson’s
house, not just for a party, but for a sleep over party—the best kind. Late Friday
afternoon, Jill joined a bunch of giggling friends as they descended on Mandy’s yard and
the party began. There were the usual activities—birthday cake and ice cream, opening of

gifts, games, and even an hour of fun splashing in Mandy’s pool. As it began to get dark,
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Mandy’s father called the girls in to watch a movie before hopefully dropping off to sleep.
The noisy group of wet and wild 9 year olds took quite a long time to get out of their swim
suits and into pajamas. Finally sleeping bags were rolled out on the family room floor and
everyone was snuggled inside. Mr. Johnson stuck a DVD in the player the movie began to
play. When the title rolled across the screen, Jill stared at it for a minute and then she
remembered. This was a movie her parents had clearly told her was off limits. It was not,
they had explained, something a Christian should watch. What should she do?

It didn’t take long before Jill understood why her parents had forbidden the movie.
The language certainly didn’t honor God, and characters laughed as they told lies,
disrespected their teachers and made fun of a kid for attending church. Jill was terribly
uncomfortable and she felt so guilty, knowing how disappointed her parents would be if
they found out what she had done. But, of course, they wouldn’t have to find out. She
certainly didn’t have to tell them.

The rest of the party was not much fun for Jill. She certainly didn’t enjoy the
movie, and even after it was over, she couldn’t quit thinking about how she had disobeyed
her parents, even if they didn’t know. She was glad when the party was over and she
could leave.

For the next few days after the party, Jill continued to feel guilty for what had
happened. When she and her parents had bedtime prayers, she was so uncomfortable
trying to talk to God because she knew He knew her secret. But it was at Sunday School
the following week that she realized what she had to do. The teacher asked each student to

3

read a Bible verse. Jill’s verse was Numbers 32:23. “...be sure that your sin will find you
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out,” (NASB) she read and the words seemed to jump off the page at her. She was trying
to keep her sin a secret, but God seemed to be telling her to tell about her sin.

All through Sunday lunch, Jill tried to work up her courage to tell her parents about
the movie. Her mom looked at her strangely when Jill had to be asked twice to pass the
potatoes, and still didn’t seem to hear. The meal finally ended and a knot of dread had
settled in Jill’s heart. She hated so much to tell what she had done, but she hated carrying
so much guilt too. And feeling far from God. That was the worst.

As her parents moved to the patio to catch some afternoon sun, Jill prayed for courage.
“Please God, help me confess to my mom and dad. Help me do what is right.” Jill
straightened her shoulders and stepped out the sliding glass doors. “Mom, Dad, I need to
talk to you.” Her parents moved to make room for her on the wooden bench, and Jill’s
story spilled out as she huddled between them. She told how she hadn’t wanted to watch
the movie, but didn’t know what to do. She told about the bad scenes that kept replaying in
her mind. After she had finished talking, her parents both put arms around her and then her
mom spoke. “Honey, we’re proud of you for confessing what you did. We both know how
hard it is to do that. Of course we forgive you. But I think we need to talk about what you
can do when this happens again. Because I’m sure it will. Many people watch TV
programs or see movies that are not pleasing to God. What do you think you could do if
you were at Mandy’s house again, and the same thing happened?”

For the next twenty minutes, Jill and her parents talked about how she could handle
being with friends who didn’t follow the rules their family had. If she were in the same
situation again, she thought she could ask to go to another room and read a book, even

though that would be very hard to do and she would feel kind of strange. She might try
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taking some good movies with her, and offer to let the kids watch one of those. Whatever
she did, Jill was determined not to let temptation get the best of her.

It was only a couple of months until Jill found herself in the same situation. A
group of friends was playing in a neighbor’s yard. The afternoon got hot and the kids
drifted into the house. One kid saw some DVDs on top of the TV and yelled to the others,
“I know, let’s watch a movie.” Everyone agreed and the movie they picked was once again
one Jill had been asked not to see. For a minute she froze, afraid to say anything. She
quickly prayed for courage, then was surprised to hear her voice saying, “You guys, my
parents don’t want me to see that movie. Is there another one we can watch?” To her
amazement, no one laughed at her or made fun. They just shrugged and said, “Sure.” It
had been so easy. Jill knew, though, that there would be times when she would be made
fun of for making right choices, but she thanked God for helping her and for letting this
time work out so smoothly. And she also prayed that God would help her always resist

temptation and be obedient to Him, no matter what it cost.
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CLOSING:
Sparks —

1. How did God help Jill not be led into temptation, but be delivered from the Evil
One? (God used her conscience, scripture, her parents, and the strength that comes
from the Holy Spirit.)

2. Can any of you tell about how God has helped you be strong when you faced
temptation?

3. The part of Jesus prayer we learned tonight mentions someone — “the evil one”.
Who is that? (satan — devil)

4. Do you know there are people who don’t think Satan is real? But he’s very real and
wants to get in the way of our friendship with God. He wants us to do things that
are wrong — sinful — hurtful to God.

5. What is the word we use to describe this? (tempted)

6. Did you know even Jesus was tempted? He resisted satan and so can we!

1) Listen to your conscience
2) Let the Holy Spirit guide you

3) Read, study and learn God’s Word — The Bible
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T&T -
The Lord’s Prayer is a wonderful example of the way we should pray.
1. Do you remember all of the elements?
1) Who — Our Heavenly Father
2) His Will — Obey Him in how we live
3) Ask for what you need — find
4) Seek forgiveness and a forgiving heart
2. What one of these do you seem to always include?
3. What one of these do you leave out of your prayers?
This prayer puts the focus on God — and what He wants for us — asking in faith but

accepting His answers.

PRAYER:

Let’s pray together and ask God to help us grow in courage and strength to resist Satan.
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