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Dear Leader:

Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs, large group materials written and
produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the third quarter of the Awana
Club fifth year, beginning in September — although none of the lessons are dated. Each additional
quarter’s lessons will be available for download a minimum of two weeks prior to the quarter
starting. The fifth year materials have been written in conjunction with Bible Story Cards available

through Wesleyan Publishing House at www.wphonline.com

This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs
partnership. In addition, we have provided you with small group leader and parent guides as well as
information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download at

www.wesleyankids.org.

Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to know,
love and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs partnership,
please contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-3891.

Serving Him Together,

Marilyn Searcey

Children’s Ministry Leadership Team
Resource Coordinator

Spiritual Formation Department
The Wesleyan Church

General Director
Spiritual Formation Department
The Wesleyan Church


http://www.wphonline.com/
http://www.wesleyankids.org/

Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons: Quarter #3: Sparks and
Truth & Training Age Levels

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club segment lets kids
absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:

e Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities

e Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements

e Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson

e Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another

e A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ
e Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing Ceremonies, which
would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and recognition of awards.

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits your
Awana Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an outline for
the biblical teaching element. The suggested schedule would include Praise and Worship, Teaching
Time, and a Closing. Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing are attached. The objectives for
these lessons are cognitive, affective, and behavioral, giving children something to

know/believe/understand, to feel and to do.

Ideas for Praise and Worship:

e Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers

e Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and

interaction as well as a time of worship and reverence
e Suggested resources:

o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music —a DVD set that includes high-

energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all done in kid-friendly style



o Shout Praises Kids, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song titles
from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all with the

ease of use in MPEG format

e Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching Time or

following

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.

Lesson Outlines:

Lessons Written By: Jeremy Mavis

Edited By: Marilyn Searcey

Week 25: Great Commission and Jesus Ascends
Week 26: Holy Spirit Comes At Pentecost

Week 27: Peter Heals the Crippled Beggar
Week 28: Ananias and Sapphira

Week 29: Stephen’s Speech and Stoning

Week 30: Philip and the Ethiopian

Week 31: Peter’s Miraculous Escape from Prison
Week 32: Saul’s Conversion on the Road to Damascus
Week 33: Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Week 34: Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Week 35: Paul’s Third Missionary Journey

Week 36: Paul in Jerusalem, Conspiracy, and Paul’s Journey to Rome

** The fifth year of the Awana Clubs and Wesleyan Kids material has been written in conjunction

with the Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan Publishing House at www.wphonline.com



http://www.wphonline.com/

Additional Resources:

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids Series

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids are "on
target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson providing
opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of family activities
Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers
Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students
Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids icon
and ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/



http://www.wesleyankids.org/
http://www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 25: Great Commission and Jesus Ascends

Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:50-53
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will better understand that Jesus wants us to be His disciples
e Students will see that we are suppose to reach out to everyone

Memory verse:

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.
Matthew 28:19-20

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card # 85

e Pictures of children from other Nations
e Globe

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e C(losing: 8 minutes



TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Show pictures of children from different Nations. (Search on the internet “Google search”
“images of children from all nations”) As you are showing the students the pictures of the
children from different Nations, show on the globe the location of that country. Talk with your
students about how not everyone knows who Jesus is, and that He calls us to share the “Good

News” about Him with others.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Great Commission
The great commission is operative yesterday, today, and in the future. We are to “make

disciples.” That is the essence of this final command of Jesus while He was on this earth.

“Make followers of me.”

“Teach people to do what | do.”

“You remember the things because we spent a lot of time going over them.”
“Do them.”

“The outworking of the Gospel is in your hands.”

Isn’t it amazing that He trusted human people (messed up ones at that) to accomplish

spreading the news of God’s redemptive work through Jesus? Unbelievable.

Jesus Ascends

And then Jesus leaves. He has to or the Spirit will not come, and Jesus says that they will need
the Spirit. And so the God-Man leaves. He ascends into heaven in the presence of many
witnesses. Jesus returns to the Father’s side to sit (and sometimes stand) at His right hand. This
is a ministry practice which has been lost in our “climb the corporate ladder” mentality: Only
when the head guy or girl leaves can one really know if things are healthy and going to continue

on. If things are dependent on one person for a long time, then things aren’t really sustainable



for the long term. Jesus knew this and wanted His followers to depend on the Spirit when He
left. And depend they did. The Spirit comes as recorded in the book of Acts, and is extremely

important in the life of the church.

We are to live and depend on the Spirit of God, of Jesus. The Holy Spirit is operative and active

in the life of the follower of Jesus.

CLOSING/PRAYER

Discipleship

Do you believe in Jesus? Are you a disciple? Are you helping to “go and make” other disciples?
Are you being taught to obey “everything Jesus commanded”? Does your OLD life creep in
sometimes and affect your NEW life? Are you showing your community what God is like and

what He has done in you (by being a disciple)?

To say you are a disciple is EASY. To live like a disciple is HARD. Which one are you?

Baptism

Are you baptized? Disciples of Jesus are baptized, not for a ritual, but in obedience. Disciples
are baptized because it models to the community of God’s people and to the whole world that
you are now DEAD to your old life, and ALIVE to your new life. Being baptized is a witness to the

whole world that Jesus has changed your life and is now the LORD of your life.

Questions:

1. What did Jesus tell His followers to go and make?
Disciples

2. Where were Jesus’ followers supposed to go and make disciples?



Prayer:

All nations

In whose name are these new disciples to be baptized in?

The name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

What does Jesus say they are supposed to teach these new disciples?
Everything | have commanded you

Where does Jesus ascend to?

Heaven, to be with God on His throne

Who did Jesus promise to send after He left?

The Holy Spirit



Great Commission & Jesus Ascends



SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 26: Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

Scripture: Acts 2:1-47
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will learn about the coming of the Holy Spirit
e Students will discover how the Holy Spirit indwelled the believers at Pentecost.

Memory verse:

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues... Acts 2:4

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card # 86

e Kite complete with string
e Fan

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have a kite already assembled and ready to fly. Ask the students if they have ever flown a kite.

It is great fun to watch a kite soaring high into the sky. What is it that keeps the kite up there?
(Allow for the students to answer) It is the wind, isn't it? (Take the kite and glide it through the
air with just a small amount of the string. Have a fan ready to allow the air from the fan to blow
the kite.) Have any of you seen the wind? (Allow for answers) No one has seen the wind. We
can't see the wind because it is invisible. If we can't see the wind, how do we know that it is
there? (Allow for answers)

e Sometimes we can hear it on a really windy day.

e See the results of it when the trees blow.

e We can feel the wind on our body.
We are going to talk about how the Holy Spirit first came upon the believers and worked in

their lives, yet, we cannot see the Holy Spirit.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

The purpose of the book of Acts is to teach/affirm the new Jew/Gentile community of believers
(the church) that God’s promise to fulfill His plan (kingdom of God) has been accomplished
through Jesus and is being accomplished in spite of opposition and through persecution as

God’s people, by God’s Spirit, through God’s Word, grows unhindered.

Jesus left. The disciples could not understand it. Why would Jesus—after the crucifixion and the
resurrection—leave? It did not make sense. Here was the Messiah, the Savior of Israel and the

world, and He was going away? Why?

The disciples asked Jesus this important question: “Lord, are you at this time going to restore
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) In other words, are you (we) going to destroy the enemies of

the people of God (Israel) and set up the eternally righteous Jewish nation and you are going to
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protect us? You are the Messiah! Let’s go take down the Roman Empire! But the disciples did

not yet understand the true nature of the kingdom of God. They soon would.

Jesus responds to this all-too important question: “It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by His own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the

ends of the earth” (Acts 1:7-8).

In other words, Jesus is saying that He must leave the disciples in order that the Holy Spirit
would come. The Spirit would dispense the power—though not the kind of power they initially
thought—to display the kingdom of God in and through the disciples as witnesses of the life
and death and resurrection of Jesus—first to their world, then spreading out beyond it, then

eventually, to the entire world. Then Jesus leaves.

Not too much later, something amazing happens—something the disciples of Jesus did not
expect (I don’t think they had any idea what to expect!).

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the

Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:1-4).

There was a crowd of people “from every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:5) outside who heard
this sound and saw these men speaking in a language that each could understand. The crowd

was amazed and perplexed. Some said that the men were drunk.

Peter stood up, addressed the crowd, and preached a really awesome sermon. He explained
that they were not drunk because it was still morning. He quoted the prophet Joel (Joel 2:28-

32) and related the life and death and resurrection of Jesus. He gave a little background on the
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nation of Israel (the people of God, called to be a light to the world). And then he called for a

decision:

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your

children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” Acts 2:38-39

Three thousand people accepted what Peter said and were baptized. Amazing! The Holy Spirit
had come and would indeed dispense power to further the kingdom of God on earth as it isin
heaven. Not through violent revolution and the overthrow of the Roman government.
However, the kingdom of God would influence the world through acts of mercy, kindness,
justice, forgiveness, and deep communion in community. The kingdom would be a quiet and

peaceful revolution of the heart, not through force.

The followers of Jesus began to grow rapidly. This is what they did:

“They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47

A special unique community was established by Jesus and fed through the Holy Spirit. This
community of God’s people would model to the world what God was really like— not through
religious acts, but through life-changing and behavior-altering actions which would bring a sort
of healing balm first to the human heart, then to the community, and then (eventually) to the

ends of the earth.
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CLOSING/PRAYER:

The Spirit Life

“My counsel is this: Live freely, animated and motivated by God's Spirit. Then you won't feed
the compulsions of selfishness. For there is a root of sinful self-interest in us that is at odds with
a free spirit, just as the free spirit is incompatible with selfishness. These two ways of life are
antithetical, so that you cannot live at times one way and at times another way according to
how you feel on any given day. Why don't you choose to be led by the Spirit and so escape the

erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence?

“It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time:
repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage;
frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness;
cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence
to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits; the
vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable
addictions; ugly parodies of community. | could go on. This isn't the first time | have warned

you, you know. If you use your freedom this way, you will not inherit God's kingdom.

“But what happens when we live God's way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same way
that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life,
serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart,
and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves
involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and
direct our energies wisely.

“Legalism is helpless in bringing this about; it only gets in the way. Among those who belong to
Christ, everything connected with getting our own way and mindlessly responding to what

everyone else calls necessities is killed off for good—crucified.
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“Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of the Spirit, let us make sure that we do
not just hold it as an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts, but work out its
implications in every detail of our lives. That means we will not compare ourselves with each
other as if one of us were better and another worse. We have far more interesting things to do

with our lives. Each of us is an original.”

— Paul in Galatians (5:16-26 MSG)

Questions:

1. What did Jesus do after He was resurrected and spoke with His disciples?
Jesus left. He ascended to the right hand of the Father in heaven.
2. Who was going to provide the power to disciple all nations?
The Holy Spirit
3. Where would the disciples be WITNESSES?
In Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth
4. What happened on the day of Pentecost?
What came like a violent wind and looked like tongues of fire on the disciples? The
Holy Spirit came
5. What did the Holy Spirit’s power look like in a disciple?
Speak in another language; perform miraculous signs
6. When Peter spoke to the crowd who saw the disciples’ Spirit power, how many people
believed and were baptized?

3,000 people

Prayer:
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Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 27: Peter Heals the Crippled Beggar
Scripture: Acts 3:1-26
Lesson Objectives:
e Students will know that Jesus cares about everyone
Memory verse:

“The prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.”
James 5:15

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card # 87

e Crutches/Wheel Chair etc.

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask: Have any of you ever hurt your foot, broken your arm (name multiple things that would
help them understand that the beggar was crippled)? Talk to your students about how an injury
to their bodies could mean inability to do certain things like play ball, swim, walk, etc.

Explain that the man in our story today could not work because he was crippled which meant
he could not earn money to live on and was begging for money.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

About 3:00 in the afternoon, Peter and John were going to the Temple to pray when they
encountered a crippled man near the temple gate called Beautiful. Every day the man begged

from people going into the temple courts.

As the two apostles walked by the crippled man asked them for money. Peter and John
stopped, and the man expected them to give him something. Then Peter said, “Silver or gold |
do not have, but what | have | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts
3:6). Peter helped the crippled man up by the right hand “and instantly the man’s feet and
ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into
the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God” (Acts 3:7-8). He was healed! The
people who saw the formerly crippled man walking and jumping around, “were filled with

wonder and amazement” (Acts 3:10).

Peter then delivered another message regarding Jesus of Nazareth. He explained to the crowd
that they had Jesus killed, but that it was God’s overall intention for Jesus to suffer. “Repent,
then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come
from the Lord, and that He may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you— even Jesus”
(Acts 3:19-20). Peter goes on to say that all the prophets foretold these days and that God

would raise up a servant to turn the world from their wicked ways.
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Peter makes a point to attribute the credit of his to faith in the name of Jesus. It would have
been easy for Peter to bask in the glory of newfound power. But | think Peter’s betrayal of Jesus

had humbled his heart.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Signs of the Holy Spirit

Last week the Holy Spirit had descended upon the disciples. The Holy Spirit’s arrival was not a
show, rather it was an infilling of power for the establishment and growth of the church. A life
lived by the Spirit displayed “signs” as a sort of proof for what God was doing was real. Do you
believe the sign of the Holy Spirit in your life, right now? Do you believe that God uses the Holy

Spirit to continually grow and establish the church? Do we believe?

Jesus did miracles to show that the kingdom of God had indeed come. They were signs. The
miracles that follow in the book of Acts will cement the authority of the Holy Spirit in the life of
the church. Have faith in Jesus’ name—because through faith comes healing, both for the soul

and the body.

Healing Power of the Holy Spirit

Does God heal today? Sure. Does He heal the body, soul, or other? It depends. Sometimes
when we look at what God is doing through our earthly eyes instead of heavenly, spiritual eyes.
Perhaps God is “healing” a lot more than we think. Perhaps He is more concerned with healing

souls, than just extending our lives.

1. What was the name of the gate where the crippled man begged?
Beautiful
2. What did the crippled man ask from Peter and John?

Money
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Prayer:

What did Peter say to the crippled beggar?

“Silver or gold | do not have, but what | have | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6)

How did the people watching this man’s healing respond?

“were filled with wonder and amazement” (Acts 3:10)

Who did Peter give the credit for the healing of the crippled man?

To Jesus

What are some of the things that Peter said to the crowd?

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord, and that He may send the Christ, who has been

appointed for you— even Jesus” (Acts 3:19-20)
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PeterHealstheCrippled Beggar
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 28: Ananias and Sapphira

Scripture: Acts 5:1-11
Lesson Objectives:

e Children will discover that faithful followers of Christ follow Him even through difficult
situations.

Memory verse:

“And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people”

Acts 5:12
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card # 88

e Construction Paper
e Markers, Crayons

o Glitter, Glue

e Beads

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

To help demonstrate that people are not always who they appear to be, have students
design/decorate a mask. Give each student a piece of construction paper, markers, crayons,
beads, glitter, etc.

Allow the students to vote on their favorite mask. Explain that the appearance of someone on
the outside is not always how their hearts are on the inside. In today’s Bible Story we are going
to see how two people appeared one way on the outside but their hearts were not right with

God on the inside.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Things were going fairly well for the new movement based on Jesus Christ of Nazareth, save but
for a little persecution from the ruling elite. People were sharing their possessions, giving to
those in need, breaking bread, fellowshipping, praying, and learning from the apostles’
teachings. Life in this new venture later called the church was really subverting the empire

within which this group lived.

Inappropriate conduct within this unique-God-ordained community, however, was dealt with

harshly:

“Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.
With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest

and put it at the apostles’ feet.

“Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn’t it
belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal?

What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.’
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“When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had
happened. Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and

buried him.

“About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter asked her,

‘Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?’

“‘Yes,’ she said, ‘that is the price.’

“Peter said to her, ‘How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the

men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.’

“At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding
her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the whole

church and all who heard about these events” (Acts 5:1-11).

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Don’t Lie
Even small, innocent lies, commit to being a truth-teller. Even if it means getting in trouble,

your integrity is worth it.

Protection

We often empathize for Ananias and Sapphira. We think that their punishment was rather
harsh. And maybe it was. But we are looking at it from a human point of view. If we pause and
look at it from God’s point of view (if that is even possible), then maybe we see him protecting
the integrity and sustainability of this young, fragile group of people who are supposed to be
sharing everything. We should be thankful that God is actively protecting, even if we don’t

understand why.

24



Healthy Fear

Perhaps a healthy fear is good in a community that is dependent upon honesty and appropriate
conduct to survive. Deception and dishonesty were not to be tolerated within this movement
that proclaimed Good News for all to hear. It is good to fear (in a healthy way) those in

authority over us. This “fear” usually generates a natural respect.

Questions:

1. What were the names of the couple who held some money back?
Ananias and Sapphira
2. What did Ananias and Sapphira hold back?
Some money from a sale of land
3. What happened to Ananias when he gave “all” the money to the apostles?
He fell down and died
4. What later happens to Ananias’ wife, Sapphira when asked about the price of the land?
She fell down and died
5. What seized the whole church?
Great fear

6. Why do you think God dealt so harshly with Ananias and Sapphira?

Prayer:
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DEAR, Yo KEEP THAT PART OF TTHE MONEY.
THEY WiLL NEVER KNOW |

Ananias and Sapphira
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 29: Stephen’s Speech and Stoning

Scripture: Acts 7:1-60
Lesson Objectives:

e Children will understand that following Jesus is not easy.
e Not everyone likes those who follow Jesus

e Jesus will give you courage when you are suffering

e We can rejoice in our suffering

Memory verse:
“Be faithful even to the point of death, and | will give you the crown of life.” Revelation 2:10

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card # 89

e Index cards

e List of questions

Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

As an activity for students to participate in while waiting for others to arrive, play a game of
True or False. Prepare the following statements on index cards of what life for a believer looks
like (you may want to include additional statements). Ask if each statement is “True” or
“False”. Allow students to look at the Scripture to see if their answer is correct. Examples:

e Believers will be persecuted. 2 Timothy 3:10-12; John 15:20

e Everyone loved Jesus so believers will be loved by all too. John 15:18-19; Luke 21:17

e Those who are persecuted should be sad. Matthew 5:10-12; Luke 6:22-23

e Believers need to follow Jesus daily. Luke 9:22-23

TEACHING TIME STORY:

The persecution had begun. Those who followed Jesus of Nazareth were marked for suffering.
It was not a popular group to be associated with if one valued their earthly life over their
eternal soul. Suffering is no fun. But for some strange reason the followers of this unique Jesus
of Nazareth person rejoiced when they got to suffer for His name. They praised God that they
were counted worthy. Persecution fanned the flames of passion and dedication and teaching

and proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Now Stephen was a man “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “full of God’s grace
and power” (Acts 6:8). He was chosen to be a deacon—a person selected to care for the
widows and their daily distribution of food. Stephen did great wonders and miraculous signs
among the people. The opposition secretly persuaded some people to say that Stephen was
speaking words of blasphemy against Moses and God. This strategy worked. It stirred up the
people and forced the elders and the teachers of the law to seize Stephen and bring him before
the Sanhedrin. False charges were brought against him. “All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin

looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel” (Acts 6:15).
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Stephen was then given a chance to speak. He spoke about Abraham and God’s promise of a
child and of circumcision. He related the stories of the patriarchs (Isaac, Jacob) and Joseph’s

remarkable account of his life in Egypt and how God provided for Israel (eventually).

Stephen talked about the Egyptians making God’s people slaves and how God chose Moses to
help deliver the people from bondage/slavery. He talked at length about how God called and
equipped Moses and about leading the Israelites through the wilderness to Mount Sinai where
the law was passed on. Stephen referred to the detailed plans outlined in the Torah (Exodus
specifically) about the exact specification of the Tabernacle. He told them that the people of
God brought the Tabernacle with them into the land of Canaan (the Promised Land) where it

remained until Solomon built a permanent house, a Temple, for the Lord.

Then all of a sudden...

“You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers:
You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute?
They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have
betrayed and murdered him—you who have received the law that was put into effect through

angels but have not obeyed it” (Acts 7:51-53).

When the elders and teachers of the law heard Stephen at this point, “they were furious and
gnashed their teeth at him” (Acts 7:54). And this is really interesting. Stephen looks up. “Full of
the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God. ‘Look,” he said, ‘| see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God’” (Acts 7:55-56, emphasis mine).

In a rage, the elders and the teachers of the law rushed at Stephen, dragged him out of the city

and began to stone him. “While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my
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spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When

he had said this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7:59-60).

On that day, a great persecution broke out against the followers of Jesus (Acts 8:1)... and it

hasn’t stopped since.

Jesus stood. Remarkable. When Jesus ascended to heaven He sat down at the right hand of the
Father on high. However, in this account, we read that Stephen said that he saw Jesus standing.

Remarkable.

When Stephen prayed while he was being stoned, it sounded a lot like Jesus. Into your hands |
commit my spirit and forgive them for they know not what they do, are both said by Jesus on
the Roman cross. As a matter of fact, the writer of Acts and the Gospel of Luke are the same
person—Luke. And in the Gospel of Luke it records both of these statements by Jesus on the

cross. Other gospel accounts record different sayings. Is there a parallel here? Maybe.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Serve

Stephen was a man known for being a servant. He was selected to take care of the widows and
make sure they got their share of the food. Serving the widows was not a glamorous job, but it
was something that needed to be done, and Stephen was more than willing to serve the
widows for God. How do you serve?

Be Willing To Die

Wow. What a statement, eh? Who wants to apply this to their life? Not me. But as the apostle
Paul said: “For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). The question is: Do
we own our lives or does God?

Know the Story

What story? THE STORY. The story of God’s people... found in the pages of the Bible. You and |,

all Christians/followers of Jesus are a part of this story. Stephen told the story of the Israelite
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people to the elders and teachers of the law, and then he interpreted it in light of Jesus. He

knew the story. How well do we know God’s story?

Questions:

1. Who was “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “full of God’s grace and power” (Acts
6:8)?
Stephen

2. What was the job of a deacon?

A person selected to care for the widows and their daily distribution of food

3. Why was Stephen brought before the Sanhedrin?

Because some false charges were brought against him

4. When they gave Stephen a chance to speak, what did he talk about?

The story of the Israelite people, kind of like a history lesson
5. Why did the elders and teachers of the law get mad at Stephen?

Because Stephen called them “stiff-necked” and “resisters of the Holy Spirit”, and

accused them of killing Jesus

6. What did the elders and teachers of the law do to Stephen?
They stoned him.

Prayer:
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STEPHEN’S SPEECH AND STONING
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 30: Philip and the Ethiopian

Scripture: Acts 8:26-40
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will learn the importance of hearing God’s voice and immediately obeying His
directions.

Memory verse:

Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t | be baptized? (Acts 8:36) NKJV

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card #90

e Brownie Mix

e |tems needed to make brownies

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Take the Brownie mix and start preparing to make the brownies according to the instructions on the
back of the box. Reading through each step as you go, leaving out one of the ingredients (example:
eggs) Tell the students you forgot to bring the eggs but that it would be ok to make the brownies
without them. (Students will most likely tell you that is not a good idea) Talk about how important
it is to listen and to follow the directions, as you begin the story of Philip and the Ethiopian. (Have

brownies already prepared for the students to enjoy.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Philip continues to be the center of attention in this section of the book of Acts. An angel of the
Lord told Philip to go down a certain road. On his travels he met an Ethiopian eunuch who was
returning from Jerusalem and heading home. He was reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. “The

Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to that chariot and stay near it"” (Acts 8:29).

Philip heard the eunuch reading Isaiah the prophet and asked if he understood what he was
reading. The Ethiopian eunuch replied: “How can | unless someone explains it to me?” (Acts 8:31)
He was reading Isaiah 53:7-8, which referred to a sheep led to the slaughter and humiliation. The
eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”
(Acts 8:34) “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news
about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

As they were traveling, Philip and the eunuch passed by some water. The eunuch asked Philip if he
could be baptized. The chariot was stopped, both men went down into the water, and Philip

baptized the Ethiopian eunuch.

“When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus
and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea” (Acts 8:39-40).
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And so the Gospel reaches the continent of Africa via a divine appointment by none other than the

Lord Himself through His servant Philip.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Divine Appointments

Are we aware when God is calling us to tell others about Him? Do we have ears to hear and eyes to
see? Are we listening and watching for what God wants us to do for Him as His representatives in
this world? Or maybe God wants our whole lives to be constant divine appointments because no
matter what we are doing or who we are with we are called to be model kingdom people. Maybe

because we have the “divine” in us as followers of Jesus...

Be Able to Explain

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope
that you have” (1 Peter 3:15). Philip was ready to explain the Scriptures to the Ethiopian Eunuch. He
didn’t have to go to seminary or Bible College. Philip interpreted the Bible in light of Jesus. And that
is how you explain things to people who ask: you talk about how Jesus has changed your life. And if
they ask about something in the Bible, then pray silently and the Holy Spirit will give you the words

as you talk about Jesus!

Questions:

1. Who did Philip meet on the road?
An Ethiopian Eunuch
2. What was the Ethiopian Eunuch reading?
The book of Isaiah the prophet
3. What did Philip ask the Ethiopian Eunuch?
If he understood what he was reading
4. What did the Ethiopian Eunuch say?
“How can | unless someone explains it to me?” (Acts 8:31)
5. Who did Philip talk to the Ethiopian Eunuch about?

Jesus
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Prayer:

When Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch passed by some water, what did the eunuch say?
“Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t | be baptized?” (Acts 8:37)

What happened to Philip when they came up out of the water?

“...the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away...” (Acts 8:39)
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 31: Peter’s Miraculous Escape from Prison

Scripture: Acts 12:1-25
Lesson Objectives:
e Students will learn that God can be trusted in difficult situations because nothing is too

difficult for God to handle.

Memory verse:
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. (Colossians 4:2)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #93

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have a sword drill using Scriptures that are about God’s power and ability to do anything.
(Jeremiah 32:17, Exodus 14:31, Joshua 4:24, 1 Chronicles 29:12, 2 Chronicles 25:8, Job 5:15, Psalm
18:17, Isaiah 40:10, etc.)

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Persecution really started to take a more dangerous shape as the story of the “Acts of the Apostles”
unfolds. King Herod was getting in on the killing of the followers of Jesus.

He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword (Acts 12:2). “When he saw that this
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also” (Acts 12:3). Herod wanted to have a public trial

after the Passover.

Meanwhile, “the church was earnestly praying to God for him” (Acts 12:5).

And this is the account of the miraculous intervention by the forces of heaven:

“The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound
with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared
and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. ‘Quick, get up!” he said,

and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.

“Then the angel said to him, ‘Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak
around you and follow me,” the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no
idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. They
passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them
by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the

angel left him.
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“Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now | know without a doubt that the Lord sent
His angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were

anticipating.” (Acts 12:6-11)

Peter then went to the house of Mary, mother of John, where there were people gathered to pray.
Peter knocked on the door and a servant girl named Rhoda recognized Peter and exclaimed, “Peter
is at the door!” (Acts 12:14) But the group did not believe her. She kept insisting, and Peter kept on
knocking. “When they opened the door they were astonished. Peter motioned with his hand for

them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison” (Acts 12:16-17).

“In the morning, there was no small commotion among soldiers as to what had become of Peter.
After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the

guards and ordered that they be executed” (Acts 12:18-19).

In light of the onset of killing disciples, this miraculous escape coordinated by the special forces of
heaven, gave a significant morale boost for the followers of Jesus. Not that they didn’t want to die
for their faith in Jesus, but to spur them on to continue to that end, knowing that all of the forces of

heaven has got their back.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Pray Earnestly

This story gives earnest prayer a good name. Jesus said that prayer is like an incessant woman who
keeps bringing her case before a wicked judge. The judge keeps denying her complaint, but then
she keeps bringing it before him. Then, eventually, the judge gives in and grants her request. This
story models earnest, steadfast, consistent prayer to God the Father through Jesus Christ our Lord.
“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16).

And yet, faith is vital even when we don’t see miracles happen at all. Miracles display the power of
God over the forces of darkness and seek to encourage and build up the body of Christ. Faith is

believing that God is at work even when we can’t see it.
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Suffer Well
| am always amazed at the early church’s enthusiasm when they got to suffer for Jesus. Honestly, |

don’t share that same enthusiasm. | want to, but | don’t. | want God to give me comfort, not

suffering. Who wants that? But the more | read the Bible and the more | participate in God’s kind of

kingdom, | am convinced that suffering is absolutely necessary to be a Jesus follower. After all, to

follow someone means to follow them. And if | remember right, Jesus suffered and died to save the

world. | get to follow Him in that endeavor as well!

Questions:
1. Who joined in on the killing of Christians?
King Herod
2. Who did King Herod kill and who did he seize?
He killed James and seized Peter
3. Who rescued Peter from jail?
An angel of the Lord
4. What was the servant girl’s name who recognized Peter when no one else did?
Rhoda
5. What happened to the guards after the search for Peter turned up empty?
They were executed
6. How did the church respond to this story?
“But the word of God continued to increase and spread” (Acts 12:24)
Prayer:
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Peter’s Miraculous Escape from Prison
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 32: Saul’s Conversion on the Road to Damascus

Scripture: Acts 9:1-31
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will discover that when they place his/her faith in Jesus, God transforms their life.
God has a purpose for each of us as we follow and serve Jesus.

Memory verse:
Lord, what do you want me to do? (Acts 9:6) NKIV
Material Needed:
e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card #51-52
Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Ask the students to think about what they are good at or talented at. Allow a few minutes for the
students to talk with a friend about what talents they have. Have different students if they are
willing to tell everyone what they feel they are good at doing. Other students might say some

things that that person has not thought of.

Explain to the students how God prepares us to do service for Him through the talents He has
blessed us with. Explain that God had prepared Saul as a Pharisee to be a leader not to harm

others, but to be that leader to reach others.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

During the stoning of Stephen, a young man named Saul was present. Saul was a Pharisee who
became impassioned to suppress and thwart this “unauthorized” new movement surrounding a

man named Jesus.

“Saul was breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high

priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found anyone there
who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem”
(Acts 9:1-2).

While on his way to Damascus, a brilliant light from heaven surrounded Saul. This light knocked Saul
to the ground and then he heard a voice say to him: “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts
9:4) Since this voice came from nowhere, Saul asked: “Who are you, Lord?” (Acts 9:5) “l am Jesus,

whom you are persecuting... now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what to do” (Acts

9:5-6).

The men who were traveling with Saul heard the sound, but did not see anyone. When Saul got up
and opened his eyes, he discovered that he was blind. He was then led by hand in Damascus where

he remained for three days, eating and drinking nothing.
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Meanwhile, in the city of Damascus, a disciple named Ananias heard in a vision from the Lord: “Go
to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is
praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore
his sight” (Acts 9:11-12). Naturally, the disciples of Jesus had heard about Saul and they feared him.

Ananias told the Lord as much.

However, in a typical God and human interaction, the Lord says: “Go! This man is My chosen
instrument to carry My name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. |

will show him how much he must suffer for My name” (Acts 9:15- 16).

Ananias obeyed the Lord and went to the house where Saul was staying, laid his hands upon him
and prayed: “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming

here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:17).

Immediately, Saul could see again. He was baptized and ate and regained his strength.

Big Picture

The Israelites were a very nationalistic people. | mean, who could blame them? They had the God of
the Universe on their side. The people of Israel were the people of God. And that made them very
proud—almost to the point of acting superior to the rest of the world. They stood from a false
vantage point of safety and looked upon the rest of the “pagan” world and criticized and judged

and hated them.

This was not to be so. Israel’s mandate (mission — constitution) as a nation, as a people, was to
bring blessing and light and hope to the rest of the world. Israel was to be God’s mouthpiece, His
model of holy living and relationship with God to the world.

They failed. Partly because they thought God had picked them for their uniqueness as a people;
partly because they were easily swayed by the dominant imagination of current, pop culture; partly
because they were just high and mighty and proud. They thought that the God of the Universe was
there for them to bless the nation of Israel, keep her in power and influence, and to keep her very

secure. In the writing of the prophets in the Old Testament, God reserves His harshest criticism and
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judgment upon Israel in this arena—on their prejudice, on their ethno-centric pride, on their blatant
racism and distain for the future of other people and nations. Israel wanted safety and security and
power and dominance at the cost of the rest of the world’s destruction. In God’s sight — NOT GOING

TO HAPPEN!

All to say, when God stopped Saul in his tracks on his war-path to persecute Christians, He had in
mind Saul’s mission: Jesus wanted Saul to take the message of the cross and resurrection and
Messiah-ship and imaginative kingdom language to the Gentiles (that is Bible-speak for anyone who
is not a Jew). Jesus wanted Saul to send word to the rest of the world that being a Christ-follower is
not just a Jewish religious movement. It is a Jewish Messiah who died for the sins of disobedient
Israel for what she couldn’t do for herself. As God to Israel, so Jesus to the world. It was not just
about Israel and Jews. It is about the fate and future of the entire world. And Saul was the man God

chose to deliver this important message.

CLOSING/PRAYER:

Obey God

Two people had to obey God in this story—Saul and Ananias. Saul was confronted with his hatred
and persecution of the church until God “woke” him up! After this “awaking” Saul led an entirely
different life! Ananias, on the other hand, was a follower of Jesus, but when he was told by God to
go and help Saul of Tarsus, Ananias was afraid because of who Saul was. Ananias had to get over his

fear and trust that God was protecting him.

God’s Concern for the World
God chose Saul to be His spokesperson to the Gentiles (that’s Bible language for non- Jews), to their
kings, and to the scattered Jewish nation. Up to this point in the divine story, God was trying to use

Israel as a means of hope and blessing and salvation for the world. With their failure came Jesus’
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triumph. Jesus did for Israel what she could not, nor was willing, to do. This meant that the message

of Jesus could not stay just within the borders of the Jewish people. This Good News was to be

carried to the ends of the earth, and Saul was God’s chosen person to kick off this process.

Questions:

Prayer:

Who was present at Stephen’s stoning?

A young man named Saul

What happened to Saul on his way to Damascus? What did he see and hear?

Saul saw a brilliant light from heaven surrounding him and he heard a voice saying: “Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4) ... “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting...
now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what to do” (Acts 9:5-6)

When Saul got up, what was wrong with him?

He couldn’t see—he was blind

What did Saul do in Damascus for three days?

Nothing; he ate and drank nothing

Who did God send to lay hands on Saul?

Ananias

What happened to Saul after Ananias laid his hands on him?

Saul could see again. He was baptized, he ate and regained his strength
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Saul’s Conversion on the Road to Damascus
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 33: Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Scripture: Acts 13:1-15:35
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will better understand what a missionary is
e Students will see the importance of supporting missionaries

Memory verse:

I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.
(Isaiah9:6)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card #94

e Missionary Cards or invite a missionary

Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

If you have a missionary from your church or know of one in your area invite them to come and
share with the students about their journey.

Find the information of missionaries that your church supports and share with your students and
have the students pray for them. Give them a picture with information of the missionary that they
could take home to remember and pray for them. For missionaries within The Wesleyan Church,
contact Global Partners (www.wesleyan.org/gp/ ) for names and information of missionaries.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

“In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius
of Cyrene, Manaen...and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,
‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had
fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off” (Acts 13:1-3).

And so begins the many missionary journeys of Saul (later changed to Paul) and company. They
would travel all over the Roman Empire preaching the Gospel of Jesus first to the Jews and then to

the Gentiles.

On his first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas went to Cyprus, Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra
and Derbe, and returned to Antioch in Syria. During their travels they confronted a sorcerer,
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues, spoke messages of encouragement, started
“new covenant” churches, retold the story of Israel in light of Jesus being the culmination of the law
and the prophets, endured hardships and threat of violence, healed a lame man with crippled feet,

mistaken for the Greek gods Zeus and Hermes, and stoned.
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CLOSING/PRAYER:

Be a Missionary

In a far off land where no one has ever heard the Good News of Jesus, in a familiar far off country
where believers need to be encouraged and strengthened in their faith. In our own country and
state and community where needs are so desperate, where faith is so shaky, where love is so
deprived, where racism is so rampant, where injustice is common place. Wherever it is it doesn’t

matter. Be faithful to what God has called you to and to where He has called you to go.

Be a Sender

Not everyone in the church in Antioch could go and be a missionary. They commissioned Paul and
Barnabas to go. As a community, we should be raising up people to go and serve, to make
opportunities available and to pave the way and provide avenues of financial support and prayerful

encouragement. Are we a sending kind of church?

More Suffering

Paul says it himself: “strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true
to the faith. We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of

Heaven” (Acts 14:22). Being a member of the kingdom of heaven (God) in this world
(on earth) will require suffering. Paul exemplifies this with his endurance amidst

beatings, stonings, riots, etc.

Questions:
1. What church were Barnabas and Saul a part of?
The church in Antioch
2. Why did they lay hands on Barnabas and Saul?
“...the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have
called them.’ So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and
sent them off” (Acts 13:1-3)
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Prayer:

Where did Barnabas and Saul go on their first missionary journey?

What cities? Cyprus, Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, and returned to Antioch
in Syria

Who were Saul and Barnabas mistaken for?

The Greek gods Zeus and Hermes
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Paul’s First Missionary Journey
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 34: Paul’s Second Missionary Journey

Scripture: Acts 15:36 —18:22
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will learn that the Holy Spirit guides and directs Christians
Memory verse:

Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

Material Needed:

e Music CD and player
e Suggested songs:
e Bible Card # 96

Suggested Schedule:
e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Play Red Light Green Light. (An active game to help teach lesson about when to stop and when to
go) Line students up against a wall and stand at the opposite wall. Explain that when you say ‘red
light’ they are to stop and when you say ‘green light’ they are to go. The student that reaches you

first can say red light and green light when the students are lined back up against the wall.

Talk with your students about how God directs us, that there are times that He doesn’t want us to

pursue something and times that He does.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

After the Council in Jerusalem, Paul set off on his second missionary circuit.

He went with Silas this time (after a heated dispute with Mark and Barnabas) and they traveled
through Syria and Cilicia, Derbe and Lystra, Phrygia and Galatia, Troas and Macedonia, Samothrace,
Neapolis, and Philippi, then later to Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, finally Caesarea, and then

back home to Antioch.

During their excursion these things happened:

e Met a disciple named Timothy who accompanied Paul and Silas on their journey.

e The Spirit of Jesus prevented them from going into Asia, but beckoned them over to
Macedonia.

e A woman named Lydia became a follower of Jesus.

e In Philippi they encountered issues when Paul cast a demon out of a slave girl that was
making her owners quite a bit of money, they were taken before the magistrates, flogged,
and put into prison, where in the middle of the night while the two missionaries were
singing hymns, a violent earthquake shook the foundations of the prison and all the doors
flew open. The jailer drew his sword to kill himself, but Paul and Silas stopped him. The jailer
and his entire household later believed in Jesus.

e |In Thessalonica, the Jews were jealous, formed a mob, and started a riot in the city.
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Met people in Berea that were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, where
“they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to
see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11).

Paul spoke to the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers in the Areopagus at the city of Athens.

And in Corinth, Paul found Aquila and Priscilla to be great leaders of the Gospel.
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CLOSING/PRAYER:

Don’t Stop

Don’t stop being a Jesus follower because bad things have happened to you. Remember, God has

called us to suffer for His name. Suffering is sharing in the inheritance of the saints. It should be

exciting, shouldn’t it? Hopefully...

Live the Adventure

| wonder if Jesus isn’t calling us to live the most grand adventure of all time. | wonder if Paul’s life is

a model for us to be adventurous and open to what God might have in store. Not everyone would

want to travel the world teaching about Jesus. Some may stay put in a community their whole lives.

Both situations can be grand adventures in the kingdom of God. Are we living in God’s grand,

adventurous story? Or are we numb, or asleep? This Jesus kind of life is not something to miss!

Questions:

1.

Prayer:

Who went with Paul on his second missionary journey?

Silas (and Timothy)

Where did Paul and Silas go?

What cities do they visit? Syria and Cilicia, Derbe and Lystra, Phrygia and Galatia, Troas
and Macedonia, Samothrace, Neapolis, and Philippi, then later to Thessalonica, Berea,
Athens, Corinth, finally Caesarea, and then back home to Antioch

What happened to Paul and Silas in Philippi?

Jailed for casting a demon out of a slave girl, rescued (sort of) from jail, and the jailer (and
his family) became a Jesus follower

Where did Paul meet with the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers?

The Areopagus in the city of Athens

What group of people “examined the Scriptures to see if what Paul said was true”?

The people in Berea
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Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
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Group
Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 35: Paul’s Third Missionary Journey

Scripture: Acts 18:23 —21:14
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will see that it is not always easy to follow Jesus and do the right thing.
Memory verse:
Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only. (Matthew 4:10)
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Bible Card #97

e Compass, map, GPS, instruction manual, etc.

e Bible

Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes
e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:

Have the following items or similar items. (compass, map, GPS, instruction manual, Bible etc.) Ask
different students to pick an item and share how it is helpful if a person needs to know what to do
or where to go. After all the items have been discussed explain to the students that as Christians we
can go to God’s Word (Bible), specifically pray and ask Jesus for direction that He will lead us along

the right path. Sometimes it is not always easy to do but that Jesus will always be with us as we go.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Paul’s third missionary endeavor gets ever more violent. His suffering seems to increase the longer

he is a missionary.

Paul goes to Galatia and Phrygia, “strengthening all the disciples” (Acts 18:23).

Next, Paul enters Ephesus and meets a man named Apollos who “was a learned man with a
thorough knowledge of the Scriptures” (Acts 18:24). While he was in Ephesus a huge riot started
because Paul was preaching not to worship other gods and Ephesus was the place where the god
Diana was worshiped (and marketed). They made idols there and profited off of goods and services
sold as a result of Ephesus being this unique idol-worshiping place. Paul was disrupting this flow.

The riot nearly killed Paul, but he managed to escape.

Then he set out for Macedonia and Greece and Troas, where he raised a man who had fallen out of

a window as Paul had spoke for great length into the night.

Then Paul sailed on a ship bound for Miletus where he met with the Ephesian elders and then
turned his face toward Jerusalem. On the way to Jerusalem there were warnings and prophesies

about what would happen when Paul arrived in that city.

I’'m no missionary journey expert, but it seems on this third journey, Paul said a lot of goodbyes.

Why? Did he know what was in store for him in Jerusalem? Also, it seems that Paul was more
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solidified in his relationships with people in the different areas he traveled. He was an authority on

the gospel to the Gentiles. Paul was instrumental in bringing the gospel to the ends of the world.
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CLOSING/PRAYER:

Develop Lifelong Friendships

Paul couldn’t help but share his life with people as he traveled sharing about Jesus. “We loved you
so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lies as well,
because you had become so dear to us” (1 Thessalonians 2:8). Are you making friends with people
who believe in Jesus? Do these friends encourage you? Do they influence you? Hopefully, you make
lifelong friendships. Remember, the gospel of God is not without a relationship with Jesus. This
divine relationship is a model for all human relationships. Paul modeled this divine relationship well

with his human ones.

Don’t Be Afraid

| wonder if Paul wasn’t freaked out from time to time as he encountered very physical and often
violent opposition. Even if he was afraid, it doesn’t show in his actions. He kept going head-first into
the “lions den” of trouble all around the Mediterranean. Maybe we should do that as well. Perhaps

it is possible to be afraid, but in the fear, trust God and go head-first!

Questions:

1. Who does Paul meet in Ephesus who had a thorough knowledge of the Scripture?
Apollos
2. What happened in Ephesus because of what Paul was preaching?
Ariot
3. What idol did the people in Ephesus worship and make?
The god Diana
4. Did Paul escape from Ephesus?
Yes
5. What city was Paul heading to at the end of this third missionary journey?

Jerusalem

Prayer:
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Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
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Group
Lessons

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 3
Lesson 36: Paul in Jerusalem, Conspiracy, and Paul’s Journey to Rome

Scripture: Acts 21:15 —28:31
Lesson Objectives:

e Students will understand that if stay with the task you can persevere.
Memory verse:
| tell you, now is the time of God'’s favor, now is the day of salvation. (2 Corinthians 6:2)
Material Needed:

e Music CD and player

e Suggested songs:

e Tape

e Poster board or blue construction paper

e Several items to throw off the boat
Suggested Schedule:

e Praise and worship: 8 minutes

e Introduction and Story: 14 minutes
e Closing: 8 minutes
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION:
Take tape and put on the floor in the shape of a boat, create waves out of poster board or blue
construction paper. Gather items that would be taken on a ship, items that can easily be tossed

around without hurting anyone.

Have all the students get into the boat with their waves moving, pretending that they are on a ship

going to an exciting destination (place your students will understand) create the following:

We are going on an adventure to the Bahamas’, so everyone get on board because we are going by
boat. (Create excitement so students will be excited) Slowly move your waves as we are calmly
traveling along. (Make it adventure while describing) Oh the wind has picked up and the water is a
little rough (have students move the waves a little faster) talk about the rough waters and how we
all need to stay together till the end. (Start creating anxiousness in your voice) This wind is really
strong now and look at those gigantic waves (have students really move the waves) we need to get
rid of some things or were going down, throw items out, work together we can do this we will
endure. Oh Goodness! These winds are like a hurricane WOW! OH NO! | am not sure about this | am
afraid we need to get rid of a few more things. (Have a few kids throw items out) Pretend the boat
has shipwrecked but that all of you have endured and are safe now. Share that you can see land
and all is going to be well. (Use this time to say a prayer of thankfulness.) Talk with the students
about how it was important that you stay together to the end and that everyone was safe that if we

stay with something God can help us through no matter what the circumstance is.

TEACHING TIME STORY:

Paul arrives in Jerusalem and meets with the apostles. They encourage Paul to win over some of the
Jews who are accusing Paul of being soft on the Law of Moses with the Gentiles by going to the

Temple and purifying himself.

Upon arriving at the Temple, dissenters recognized Paul at once and stirred up the whole city and
seized him. Roman guards had to step in to save Paul’s life. Paul exchanges words with the crowd to

convince them of his intentions, but it had no affect on the crowd. They wanted his blood. The
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Roman commander took him into the Roman barracks and was about to have him flogged when
Paul asked if it was legal to flog a Roman citizen. The commander was shocked at Paul’s statement.

A Roman citizen could not be flogged in such a way.

The next day Paul voluntarily went before the Sanhedrin under the protection of the Roman

commander. Again, Paul’s explanations and pleas went unheard. It caused more of an uproar.

A plot was underway to kill Paul. The Roman commander learned of this assassination conspiracy

and transferred Paul to another location under cover of darkness to Caesarea.

Paul was then tried before Felix, and then Festus, to which he then appealed to Caesar. In the
meantime, Paul appears before Agrippa who understood the way of the Jews and the movement of
the followers of Jesus. Agrippa found no charge against Paul, but because Paul had appealed to

Caesar, then to Caesar he would go.

Paul sails for Rome under guard. The vessel shipwrecks on an island. Paul is bitten by a poisonous

snake but does not die.

He arrives in Rome and preaches while under house arrest. “For two whole years Paul stayed there

in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he

preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 28:30-31).
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CLOSING/PRAYER:

God’s Plan
Fulfill God’s will no matter the cost. Paul was heading into a den of lions when he returned to
Jerusalem and he knew it. Paul understood what he had to do and he did it, no matter what he

knew would cost him. Paul was more interested in what God wanted than what he wanted.

When in Rome, Do as the Romans Do

When Paul returned to Jerusalem from his many travels, he was asked to appease Jewish Christians
by visiting the Temple. It seems that some were disconcerted Paul had been preaching to the
Gentiles, and they felt that he was tainted by their “unclean” practices. Although Paul could speak
harshly against this kind of thinking, he decided to appease, rather than to argue. Isn’t it interesting
that his obedience to his fellow Jews would land him on a path that would lead to standing before

Caesar himself.

Questions:

1. Where is Paul seized by a crowd?
In the Temple in Jerusalem

2. Who saves Paul’s life?
Roman guards and a Roman commander

3. Why did the Roman commander decide not to flog Paul?
Because Paul told him he was a Roman citizen

4. Who did Paul voluntarily go to see? What group of people?
The Sanhedrin

5. Why was Paul transferred under cover of darkness?
Because there was a conspiracy, a plot, to take his life

6. What four kings did Paul come before to be heard?
Felix, Festus, Agrippa, and Caesar

7. What happened to Paul on his way to Rome?

There was a storm and a shipwreck, and a snake bit him, but he was okay
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8. What did Paul do when he got to Rome?
“For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who
came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and

taught about the Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 28:30-31)

Prayer:
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“T HAVE DONE NOTHING WRONG AGAINST
THE LAw OF THE JEWS, THE TEMPLE

R THE LAW OF CAESAE. "

Paul in Jerusalem,
the Conspiracy, and Paul’s Journey to Rome
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