[image: image1.png]SpringlLie





Evangelism/Witnessing

1st Sunday      All: Are Welcomed               
Luke 15:1-2

2nd Sunday     All: Are Embraced                
Luke 15:3-10

3rd Sunday      All: Are Told the Story           Luke 15:11-24

4th Sunday      All: Are to Share the Story  
Romans 1:16

Easter Sunday          
Discipleship/Following

5th Sunday      We: Are Assured                 
John 3:16, John 14:26-27

6th Sunday      We: Must Grow                      2 Peter 3:18

7th Sunday      We: Must Have a Burden    
Matthew 9:37-38

8th Sunday      We: Are to Go and Make       
Matthew 28:16-20

Women’s Lessons - Week 1

His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Welcomed
Purpose:

To understand that the invitation for relationship with Jesus is open to everyone.

Scripture:  
Luke 15:1-2

Break the Ice: (Getting Started)

Option #1 
Close your eyes. 
Picture yourself at home and the doorbell rings. You go to the door and while no one is there, an envelope is at the foot of the door. You pick up the envelope – it has your name on the front – and inside is a beautiful, very ornate invitation. You have been invited to a party and are given the date, time and address but there is no other information included. 

Now picture yourself in your car driving down a road looking for the address. When you find the mailbox and pull into the driveway, the house is enormous! You can’t think of anyone you know who would live in a house this grand! You get out of your car and go up to the front door. Suddenly, you’re not sure if you’re dressed appropriately. The invitation said nothing about how you should be dressed. You go inside and you are in a room full of people who are dressed to the nines! You are obviously out of place. Everyone is turning and looking at you – they won’t make eye contact, but it is obvious they think you are out of place too! Regardless, you continue to move further into the room to where you are at the bottom of huge and very grand spiral staircase.

Suddenly, there is a man coming down the stairs. He is dressed very well, like everyone else, and it hits you that this is his home. He is the host. Unlike the others, he is looking right at you, smiling and calling your name! He comes straight for you and embraces you warmly and tells you how glad he is that you’ve finally arrived. He’s been waiting just for you!

Open your eyes. 
· What did you feel when you received the invitation?

· What did you feel when you arrived at the mansion?

· What did you feel when you knew the other guests were looking at you?

· What did you feel when the host embraced you?

Option #2

Prejudice permeates our society – and all of us are guilty of it in some fashion. What are the various types of prejudice we see around us? Why does prejudice exist?
Discuss: (Lesson)

1. There are two groups of people called out in this passage of scripture. What do you know about each of them?
2. These two verses show Jesus in two very different activities with the tax collectors and “sinners.” What is the activity from verse one? What is the activity from verse two? What is the difference between the two interactions?
3. The intimacy of eating with the tax collectors and “sinners” bothers the Pharisees. From their point of view, what is at risk for Jesus?
4. In truth, it probably bothers the Pharisees just as much to see Jesus teaching the tax collectors and “sinners.” (While in this passage their murmurs come from Jesus eating with them, there is other scripture to support this.) Why would the Pharisees resent any relationship Jesus has with the tax collectors and sinners?
5. Have you ever been around someone who is a new believer – particularly if they have come to Christ as an adult? How does their desire for Jesus differ (sometimes) from a person who has been raised in the church? What parallels can you draw between a brand new Christian and the “sinners” from this passage and a “raised in the church” Christian with the Pharisees? What can you infer from Jesus’ actions about His thoughts about each group?
6. Jesus demonstrates His desire for a relationship with us, and perhaps especially for those who are far from Him. This is grace. Based on verse one, to further our relationship with Jesus, what should our posture be toward our Lord and Teacher?
Apply: (Next Steps)

The heart of this scripture is about prejudice, our tendency to demonstrate it and Jesus’ absolute rejection of it. Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart and reveal areas of prejudice. Confess these and commit to honoring God’s open invitation to all by reflecting this in your personal life. 
Is there anyone that God has wanted to extend an invitation for relationship to through you but you’ve been hesitant for some reason? Commit to being obedient to God’s prompt.

Is God calling you to draw near to Him so that He can further His relationship with you? Have you been content to be a bystander lately and watch others grow but haven’t personally engaged in a relationship? Commit to spend time reading God’s word and praying every day in order to allow Jesus to teach you and strengthen your relationship with Him. 
Women’s Lessons - Week 2
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Embraced
Purpose:

To understand the great joy that God has when the lost are found.

Scripture:  
Luke 15:3-10

Break the Ice:

Option #1 
As humans, we love transformation stories. Many popular TV shows are based on incredible transformation, be it personal transformation or that of a house or car. Share a favorite type or example of transformation story.

We also love great transformation stories of faith – people who were in dire straits apart from God and then had great ministry or testimonies because of the miraculous work God did in their hearts and lives. (Example: The late Chuck Colson who was in jail because of his involvement in Watergate. He came to Christ and then formed Prison Fellowship that served to bring many to Christ.) What are the great transformations of faith that you know? Is your story one of “great transformation”?

Why do you think we love stories of great transformation?

We are made in God’s image, and it isn’t too much of a stretch to say that our love for a great transformation story reflects God’s love for bringing someone who is far from Him into His fold. 
Option #2

Have you ever lost – or thought you had lost - something very precious to you? Maybe you’ve been separated from a child in a department store or you misplaced a valuable ring. Maybe you lost your wallet or your car keys.

How did you feel when you realized the item was gone? What did you do? How long did you search for the item? If you found it, what was your feeling when you had located it?

Discuss:

1. There are two brief parables in this passage, and there are several similarities between the two. What are the similarities?
2. One thing to be noted is: in both parables, other items, similar to what was lost, are not lost. They have the same value as the item that was lost – no more, no less. Yet, the shepherd did not try to find a flock of sheep, but just one. The woman didn’t look for multiple coins, but just one. What significance do you find in “the one”?
3. To what extent do the shepherd and the woman seek the lost item. Is it casual or intentional? How do you know? What does this say about how God seeks the lost? 
4. What is the response of the owner when the lost item is found? What does this say about the response of heaven when someone who is lost has been found?
5. Remember who was listening to these parables (vv. 1 and 2). What might be the reaction from those who were listening up close? What about those who could have been listening from afar?
6. How do you or your church celebrate those who come to Christ? Does it reflect what Scripture says about how heaven rejoices?
Apply: (Next Steps)

If you are a believer, there was a time in heaven when the angels rejoiced over your being found! How does this make you feel? Have you ever stopped to think about heaven’s rejoicing over you? Take a few moments to soak in the love God has for you and the knowledge that all of heaven rejoiced at your salvation. 
While all of us have been sinners and in great need of God’s grace and mercy, these two parables illustrate the great joy God has when He is able to lavish His grace and mercy on those who are far from Him. Similarly, those who feel they’ve been forgiven of much will have cause to love much. Read Luke 7:47 and discuss how it relates to this teaching, both in content (the parables) and audience (to whom Jesus was teaching).

Be intentional this week about praising God for His grace and mercy in saving you. 
Women’s Lessons - Week 3
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Told the Story
Purpose:

To understand that we all have been prodigals, in need of returning to our Father.
Scripture:  
Luke 15:11-24

Break the Ice:

Option #1 
Where is the furthest you’ve ever been from home? When did you travel there? Why? Did you have any incidents or scares while you were there that made you long for the safety of home? Share your stories. What were the emotions you felt in the midst of the risky situation? What were your emotions when you were able to return home safely?
Option #2

Have someone from the group read today’s Scripture aloud. Pray ahead of the reading that the Spirit would anoint a fresh hearing of God’s Word. 
Discuss:

1. The Parable of the Lost Son is one of the most familiar passages of the New Testament. Was there anything fresh, new, or renewed that you heard in this reading?

2. What similarities does this parable have with that of the lost sheep and the lost coin? What is different? How are these stories a crescendo?
3. Thinking back to the first week’s lesson and the various audiences who were paying attention to this parable, what is the significance of the two brothers?

4. Discuss how the prodigal’s demand for his half of his inheritance is an affront to:

a. His father’s authority (the son wanted to be free to make his own rules).
b. His father’s leadership (the son wanted to be out from under his father’s watchful eye).
c. His father’s management (the son didn’t want to be restricted from excess). 
d. His father’s wisdom (the son had an inflated view of his ability to manage resources).
5. There are two “managers” in this passage – the one is the man for whom the prodigal works when he is in the world and the other is his father. In this metaphor, what is difference between the way the world runs its estate and the way God runs His?
6. Based on verses 17-19, what are the elements of confession before God?

7. Verse 20 it says that when the father saw the son from a distance, he had compassion on him. It does not say the father was filled with joy (though that was indeed true). What does it say about the father, that his initial emotion was compassion? What does this say about our heavenly Father’s attitude toward us? 
8. Compare what happened in verses 22-24 in light of the son’s attitude described in question four. What do we see is true?

Apply (Next Steps):

In truth, while we often like to compare ourselves to the older brother, all of us have been the prodigal – at one time living in a sinful state, portrayed in this parable as “a far country.” In a sinful state, people:

· Are far from God.
· Squander the resources God has freely given.
· Have no protection from elements that are out of our control.
· Are in great need.
· Are never satisfied.
· Are not mentally in our right minds – outside of the state we were created for.
· Are lost and in fact, are dead.
Consider each of these bullets against the Scripture passage. 
Our own sin is rooted in one or more of the attitudes toward God that are described in question four. Which of these do you struggle with the most? Take time to thank God for having compassion on us in our prodigal state and welcoming us home. 
Are there areas in your life you need to confess? Recall the confession in verses 17-19 and admit to God all that the prodigal son acknowledges.

Women’s Lessons - Week 4
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are to Share the Story
Purpose:

To understand that as believers, we are all responsible for sharing the good news of salvation with others.
Scripture:  
Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek” (NKJV).
Break the Ice:

Option #1 
Who in your life are you really proud of – so much so, that you love to talk about them (spouse, child, parent, friend, etc.)? Briefly share who they are and what you enjoy telling about them. 
Collectively, why do you enjoy talking about these people?

Option #2

Share with the group an experience you’ve had sharing your faith with someone. What led up to the experience? With whom did you share? What was the outcome?
Discuss:

1. What is the relevance of teaching this verse after the three parables we’ve studied? Why is this (should this be) the natural progression?
2. In week two we talked about “transformation stories.” If you’ve been around someone who has experienced an incredible transformation, you usually know it because they are eager to talk about it. Why is this?

3. What do you know about Paul, the author of Romans? What is his transformation story (Acts 9)? 
4. What are the things that make us ashamed to share our faith?b
5. Why should we not be ashamed to share the gospel of Christ?

6. How have you experienced the power of God in your life? How can you incorporate this into the way you share the gospel with others?

7. Sharing the gospel is like many other things – the more you do it, the easier and more adept you are at it. If there is someone in the group who is a “pro” at sharing the gospel, where did his or her passion come from? What keeps that person encouraged and motivated?

Apply (Next Steps):

Are you a “pro” at sharing the gospel or is this something you struggle with? If you are good at it, be receptive to mentoring someone who is less experienced. If you struggle with sharing your faith with others, ask the Spirit to help you not be ashamed to share the gospel. Look for opportunities and talk with a more experienced person before and after you have opportunities to share your faith. This may include actually writing out some thoughts about your transformation and the evidence of God’s power in your life. 
Christmas and Easter are the two holidays that even those who are far from Christ are most likely to come to church. This provides Christians with ready-made opportunities to invite them to church. Who is in your realm of influence that you should invite to church for Easter Sunday? Ask God to open a door for you to extend an invitation and give you the courage to walk in obedience to God’s prompt. 

Women’s Lessons - Week 5
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are Assured
Purpose:

To understand that we can be sure of our salvation.
Scripture:  
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (NKJV).
John 14:26-27 – “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (NKJV).
Break the Ice:

Option #1 
Have you ever been left something in someone’s will? Or, is there some item you know someone close to you has and you would like it if they left that object to you in his or her will? Why? What is it? What is the benefit, reward, or value of the gift? 
Option #2

What are some things that are hard to prove, yet you know them to be true? How do you know them to be true? To what extent are you able to rely on these things?
Option #3

What was one of the earliest truths you remember learning as a Christian? What has been the significance of this truth in your spiritual journey? If you can, share experiences you’ve had when remembering that truth was especially meaningful. 
Discuss:

1. The gift of Jesus – God’s Son – means that we have the opportunity to escape from our “lost” state – that of the sheep, the coin and the prodigal son. How are our before and after conditions described in John 3:16? What is the significance of the adjective “eternal,” as used to describe our new state? How is this different from the potential for the sheep, coin and son?
2. Think of the verses from John 14 as Jesus’ last will and testament to His disciples. What is in the will? What is the benefit of this gift or these gifts? Do you see multiple gifts or one gift with multiple benefits? 
3. What is the significance of this gift for us?

4. How does the Holy Spirit “teach us all things”? Why is the Spirit’s ability to “bring to [our] remembrance” the things He taught us important?

5. Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit does not come without responsibility on our part. If the Holy Spirit is to “teach us all things” and “bring to [our] remembrance,” what is the implied responsibility on our part? What does this look like in very practical ways?

6. Jesus says, “Not as the world gives.” How does the world give? (For additional examples, think back to the lesson from Week Three about the prodigal son.) What is it about the way the world gives that might leave us troubled or afraid?
Apply (Next Steps):
Once we are Christians, our salvation is a truth that we can count on. Can you remember a time when you doubted your salvation? What helped you move from doubt to assurance? Is this something you still struggle with? If so, ask your group to pray for you, that you would feel this assurance. Spend a few weeks reading through the Gospel of John. Allow the Holy Spirit to show you verses that will help assure you of your salvation. Make notes of these verses in a journal so that you can refer back to them in times of doubt.
Are you doing your part to allow the Holy Spirit to teach you and remind you of things? What could you do better? Commit today to those things that will invite the Holy Spirit to do His work in you. 

Women’s Lessons - Week 6
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Grow
Purpose:

To understand that it is God’s desire for us to grow in our faith and mature in our relationship with Him.
Scripture:  
2 Peter 3:18 – “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever. Amen” (NKJV).
Break the Ice:

Option #1 
What are you an expert at that distinguishes you from the others in your group? (This may be a trade, a hobby, a craft, area of knowledge, etc.) How did you become an expert at this? How long did it take? Are there others in this field that are “more expert” than you? Who are they? If you were given full access to them for 24 hours, how would you spend the time?
Option #2

Have you experienced listening to someone talk about a topic and you knew they were wrong? It may have been in a one-on-one or small group setting or it may have been to a large group. Share about this experience. What did you feel as you listened to them? If there were others listening, how or what did you feel toward them? What did you do or say, either to the person speaking or to the others listening? How did you know that they were incorrect in what they were saying?
Discuss:

1. Peter instructs us to do two things in this verse. One of them is to “grow in knowledge.” How do we “grow in knowledge” of something? What does this equate to or look like if we are to “grow in the knowledge” of our Lord and Savior?
2. “Growing in grace” may seem a bit trickier. First, what is grace? What does it look like when Jesus extends grace? What does grace look like when we extend it to others? 
3. Who are the people in your circle of influence who need you to extend grace to them? What makes extending grace hard? How do you “grow in grace”?

4. What was Peter’s specific reason for instructing the church to grow in grace and knowledge? (Glance through chapter 3.) How is this relevant to us today? How have you seen a lack of grace and knowledge lead to succumbing to false teaching?
5. Read 2 Peter 3:1-2. Do these verses remind you of others we’ve studied? How does John 14:26 relate to growing in grace and knowledge?

6. In the second part of verse 18, Peter says, “To Him be the glory both now and forever.” How does our growing in grace and knowledge bring glory to God? Think broadly, but also think back to question four about why Peter wanted the church to grow. 
Apply (Next Steps):

What do you currently do to grow in knowledge? What do you need to start doing? Commit to the Lord to add one more habit that will help you grow in knowledge.

What do you currently do to grow in grace? What do you need to start doing? Commit to the Lord to add something to your regular habits that will help you to grow in grace. 
Share with the group what you are committing to begin. Find an accountability partner within your small group so that you can encourage each other “to stir up love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Women’s Lessons - Week 7
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Have a Burden
Purpose:

To understand our responsibility to act and meet the needs of those ready to respond to Jesus’ invitation.
Scripture:  
Matthew 9:37-38 – “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’”
Break the Ice:

Option #1 
Has anyone seen the movie Pay it Forward? A young boy comes up with the idea that if he does something good for three people and then those three people “pay if forward” to three other people, it wouldn’t take long before a billion people had been reached with a good deed. Indeed, how many people would be reached in the tenth stage of this plan? Stage 1 = 3; stage 2 = 9; stage 3 = 27; etc. What are the principles that make this work? How is it efficient? When does it lose efficiency?
Option #2

Is anyone a gardener in the group? What is it like to see tomatoes, squash, or other vegetables rot on the vine? Have you ever seen this? Why did it happen? How does this make you feel? 
Option #3

Bring a bag of vegetables that have gone bad to your small group meeting. Open it up and ask the group what feelings the wasted vegetables elicit in them.
Discuss:

1. In these verses, Jesus is responding to the large crowds that have been gathering and following him as He speaks. Also note, this is just before He sends out His twelve disciples. What does He mean by “the harvest is plentiful”? In what ways or where do you see the harvest as plentiful today?
2. You probably have heard the saying, “Twenty percent of the people do 80 percent of the work.” How have you seen this be true? When have you been a part of the 20 percent? What does that feel like? 
3. When there aren’t enough workers to bring in a harvest, what happens to the ripe fruit? How have you witnessed the spiritual application of this?
4. According to this scripture, how are we to combat the need for workers? 
5. Isaiah found himself in a situation similar to that of Matthew 9. Read Isaiah 6:1-8. In this passage, what was the result of the Lord’s need for workers?

6. Many times when we sincerely pray that God will fill a need, He will use us to meet that need. Have you ever experienced this? What were the situations and the outcomes?
Apply (Next Steps):
Do you feel you’ve had a true burden for the harvest? How has this burden revealed itself? 
Is today the beginning or your fostering a true burden for the harvest – the lost souls in need of Jesus? What from today’s lesson helped to create this burden in you? Pray that Lord would continue to cultivate this feeling in you. 
What is the Lord leading you to do in order to become one of the workers for the harvest? What do you need to do in order to walk in obedience to His prompt? What opportunities exist within your church or your community that would allow you to become a worker for the harvest? 
Is God calling you leave your current environment and become a worker for the harvest in a different city, state or country? Ask your small group to pray with you about this calling. 

Women’s Lessons - Week 8
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are to Go and Make Disciples
Purpose:

To understand our calling to make disciples of those who are new to the faith and to contribute to God’s kingdom in this way.
Scripture:  
Matthew 28:16-20 – Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Break the Ice:

Option #1 
Have you ever been taught how to do something only to forget it later? What was it? Why did you forget it? What would it take to learn it again? What would it take for you not to forget it again?
Option #2

There’s an adage that says, “Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish, and you feed him for a lifetime.” Why is this true?

Option #3
Have you ever had a mentor? Who and what did you learn from them? How do you learn from them? What was significant about your relationship with this person that is different from other people you’ve worked with or for?

Discuss:

1. What is the difference between a teacher and a mentor? A student and a disciple?
2. Who are the people in your life who have discipled you in your faith? What did you learn from them? How would your life be different if they had not been a part of it?

3. Who have you discipled or who are you currently discipling? What does your relationship with this person look like? How do you spend your time together?
4. What are the hindrances of our making disciples? What are some practical ways of combating these barriers? What confidence is to be gained from this passage in Matthew that we can overcome barriers?

5. In this passage, Jesus tells the eleven to go to “all nations,” meaning no one is to be excluded from the gospel. For them, the gospel is not just for Jews, but also for Gentiles. What does “all nations” mean for you? Think literally as well as figuratively. 
6. How is verse 20 different from John 14:26? What is significant about this? What is different at this point in Matthew?

Apply (Next Steps):

While sharing our faith is a great first step, when we’ve helped lead someone to Jesus, our ministry to that person has just started. Now we need to help them learn to grow – teach them how to fish, if you will. If you are not in a discipling relationship, pray that God would reveal to you whom you should be discipling. 
If you are in a discipling relationship, praise God for the opportunity and your willingness to walk in obedience. You are experiencing a level of growth and maturity in your faith and walk with Jesus that only comes from working with others. There may be others in your group who don’t know what it looks like to disciple another believer. Be open to teaching them how to disciple someone else. 
Paul gives instructions in his letters about how the body of Christ functions when older believers are teaching the younger believers. In the coming weeks, read through Paul’s letters with a prayerful heart bent toward gaining wisdom in how you can pass the truth of Scripture on to others. 
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