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His Passion: Our Response
All: Are Welcomed 

Scripture Focus:
In Luke 15:1-2 Jesus is rightly accused that he “welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  If we are serious about following Jesus we, too, will learn to welcome sinners.

Sermon Introduction:
Good dining room tables have extra leaves.  The extra leaves make it possible for the table to be expanded to make room for more people.  When you make room at the table for others, you make them feel welcome.  This opens the door for connection, relationship, and influence to occur.

Jesus modeled this kind of welcoming approach to life and ministry.  People of different shapes and sizes gathered around Jesus.  Jesus made room for them all.  Sinners.  Religious leaders.  Devout disciples.  Everyone was welcomed. 

As we journey to Easter Sunday, we make it our focus to understand what Jesus did, how he did it, and why he did it, so that we can understand his passion and respond to that by imitating the welcoming approach to others that Jesus demonstrated.  

Sermon Content:

1. What did Jesus do?  He welcomed people.

In Luke 15:1 you see tax collectors and sinners “gathering around to hear Jesus.”  In verse two you see that Pharisees and teachers of the law were there as well.  While the text does not explicitly tell us, it seems logical to assume that the disciples were there too (Luke 16:1).  Devout disciples who were committed to following Jesus.  Religious leaders who seemed bent on causing problems for Jesus.  And then there were those who were on the fringes of society, the sinners and the tax collectors; those who were not interested in Jesus at all.  

Notice WHAT Jesus does.  He welcomes them all.  It doesn’t matter who they are, or what they are known for or how they view him.  They are welcomed in his presence. 

What does this mean for us today?  If we are serious about becoming like Jesus, we have to cultivate the ability to welcome all kinds of people into relationship with us.  It doesn’t matter who they, or what they are known for, or what they think about Jesus.  We should welcome them.  That is what Jesus did. 

2. How did Jesus welcome people?  He spent time with people in relationship.

Jesus did not just welcome people when they came to hear him teach.  There would be nothing extraordinary about welcoming people who were showing interest in learning from you.  Jesus actually sat down with these people for meals in private homes.  He invested time in these people.  He entered into table fellowship with these people.  

In Luke 5:27-32, Jesus attends a banquet at the home of his new disciple, Levi.  The banquet was a gathering of the tax collectors and sinners.  But it is interesting that the same three groups are there – the devout disciples, the religious leaders, and the sinners and tax collectors.  

The religious leaders raise a complaint: “Why do you eat with and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”  They realized that Jesus was not just being courteous to those far from God; he was entering into relationship with them.  This, from their perspective, was not holy behavior.  Sinners were to be avoided because they might drag you away from God.  

But Jesus had a different perspective. He responds by pointing out the fact that “it is the sick who need a doctor” (Luke 5:31-32).  He is letting his critics know that the time he is investing time in building relationships with those who most need to connect with God, those who are the farthest away, because he sees relationship as the basis for spiritual influence.  

Notice HOW Jesus welcomes people.  He welcomes them in relationship.  He spends time with them.  He talks with them.  He eats with them.  He enjoys their company.

What does this mean for us today?  If we are serious about becoming like Jesus, we have to spend time building relationships with those who are still far from God.

3. Why did Jesus welcome people in relationship?  He loves people.

Jesus welcomed all types of people around him.  He spent time with people and entered into relationship with them.  Why?  He did these things because he was driven by love.  It was the Father’s love that compelled him to send his only son into the world.  And it is the love of Jesus that compelled him to give his life as a sacrifice for humanity.  It is this same love which drives Jesus to welcome people, no matter who they are or what they have done or how they feel about him.  

Notice WHY Jesus welcomes people and enters into relationships with them.  Jesus loves people so he welcomes them, enters into relationship with them, calls them to repentance, and even gives his live for them.  

What does this mean for us today? If we are serious about becoming like Jesus, we have to grow in the love we have for people.  We need God to work in our hearts, giving us the kind of love that he has for people.  When that happens, we will welcome people in relationship for the purpose of spiritual influence.

Conclusion:

Romans 5:5 tells us that “God’s love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.”  Ask God to renew that outpouring of love so that you can be the kind of person who welcomes everyone, no matter who they are, what they have done, or how they feel about Jesus.                                              
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