[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sermons – Week 3
His Passion: Our Response
All: Are Told the Story

Scripture Focus:

Luke 15:11-32 is a story of two sons.  The Father longs for the younger son to return home, and eagerly welcomes him back.  At the same time, the Father desires for the older son to join with him in helping to restore the relationship between the Father and the lost son.  

Sermon Introduction:

In Luke 15, Jesus is telling stories in response to the criticisms of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law.  They have complained that Jesus “welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  He began by telling two stories – the lost sheep and the lost coin – together that were designed to underscore the value of the lost sinner and the importance of searching for that person until they are found.  He moves on now to a third story, the grand finale of this teaching episode.  It is the story of two sons. 

Sermon Content:

There are several things worth pointing out in this story.

1. This is a story about two sons.  

We often think of this story as being primarily about the prodigal son and the compassion of the father towards him.  It is worth noting that the parable begins by making it clear that the man had two sons.  This is an important point that we shouldn’t miss.

2. The younger son rebels against his father.  

In the story the younger son goes to this father and asks for his inheritance.  In essence, he was telling his father, “I wish you were dead.”  The son wanted nothing to do with his dad.  He was done being a part of this family.  He wanted to move on.  He just needed his part of the estate so he could do so.

3. The rebellious, younger son squanders his inheritance.

Not only does the younger son rebel against his father, he goes out and in a short time squanders what the father has given him.  He was rebellious and foolish.  He eventually hits “rock bottom” and begins feeding swine as a hired hand, a demeaning situation for any Jew to find himself in. 

4. The younger son humbles himself and returns to the Father.  

The text says that “he came to himself.”  He had a moment of realization.   He saw what he had become and the error of his ways.  He realized that he had squandered his inheritance and that he was running short on hope.  At that point, he decides to return to his father.  Because he knows how rebellious and foolish he has been, he is not returning to request that he be reinstated in the family.  Instead, he is approaching his father to ask if he can at least become one of the servants.

5. The compassionate father welcomes the rebellious son home.

It is one of the most beautiful parts of this story.  The father demonstrates compassionate love for the rebellious son.  Every day he scans the horizon to see if the younger son is on his way home.  Even though the son hurt his father deeply, the father still loves him and longs for him to come back home.  One day he looks up and sees him coming.  He drops everything and runs to meet him.  The father, who clearly represents God in this parable, demonstrates compassion and grace toward his rebellious son.  He welcomes him back into his home, not as a servant, but as a son.  He throws a party to celebrate the return of the wayward son.

It is a great story about God’s grace.  It paints a beautiful picture of God’s willingness to accept even the most rebellious person back into his family.  But this is a story about two sons.  What does this story say about the son who did not rebel, the one who is with his father already?

6. The older son is just as guilty because he failed to act as a mediator.

Those listening to Jesus would have caught this right away.  We miss it because we are not as keenly aware of Jewish culture.  When the younger son asked for his inheritance, he was rebelling and this would have damaged the family.  It was the job of the older son to step in as the mediator to try to reconcile the younger son to the father.  He did no such thing.  He allowed the younger son to depart and made no effort to lead him back into relationship with the father.  He did not care that the younger son was estranged and he seemed to be unaware of the longing in the father’s heart to see the relationship with the younger son restored.  In this way the older son who seems to be the good one in the story because he stayed with his father is just as guilty as the younger son.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation by Brad H. Young, pp. 130-157] 


Conclusion:

This parable is intended to speak to two audiences.  The first is those who find themselves far from God today.  No matter what you have done or how much you have rebelled or how low you have sunk, today you can “come to yourself” and decide to return to the Father.  Rest assured he wants you to return.  He eagerly searches the horizon for any sign that you are coming back.  Once he sees you coming, he will run to meet you.  Come back home today.  

The second audience is the group of people who are already with the Father.  This story is intended to call you to active engagement in the lives of those who are wayward for the purpose of serving as a mediator.  You are called to be actively engaged in the ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:17-21).  Align your heart with the Father and get engaged in his mission to reconcile the world to himself.                                           
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