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His Passion: Our Response
We: Are to Go and Make

Scripture Focus: (Big Idea: We are to Go and Make Disciples.)

Matthew 28:16-20

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Sermon Introduction:

	“The opposite of faith is not doubt, it is certainty.”  (Former Bishop of Edinburgh turned agnostic Richard Holloway.)  If this is the case, then pockets of our culture are against faith.  Certainty is rampant.  Whether the issue is climate change, sexuality, politics, immigration, financial ruin and management, or the age of the earth, you will find people who are certain they are right from every side of the issue.  We are drawn to certainty.  Who would listen to Rush Limbaugh or Glenn Beck (or Lowell Green) if he wasn’t certain?  Who would watch Katie Couric or Tom Brokaw if they weren’t certain about the news they shared?  Who would read Anne Landers if she wasn’t certain on the advice she gave?  Certainty feels safe.  
	We are challenged, at times, to be certain in our faith.  In the wake of revelations about Mother Teresa’s struggles of faith that emerged after her death, many were troubled at her despair and doubt.  Famed atheist, Christopher Hitchens, once declared her as a troubled and miserable lady in the midst of this loss of faith.  When Hitchens revised his statement to say that perhaps Mother Teresa had not lost her faith, but she had lost her certainty, he didn’t seem to know the difference.  Loss of faith is not the same as loss of certainty.  Doubt is not the same as lost of faith.
	While Hitchens meant the comment as a critique of the faith that Mother Teresa lived so profoundly, our text draws Mother Teresa into the earliest company of those who experienced the resurrected Christ.  We are told that when the disciples saw Jesus, they worshiped him, but some doubted.  They doubted!  What did they doubt?  Why did they doubt?  What does this tell us about us?  
	Think with me about the disciples’ doubt.  Did they doubt if this was the real Jesus?  That another disciple had stolen the body of Jesus and found this very accurate lookalike?  Not likely.  Too many others were having the same experience of the risen Christ.  No, their doubt was precisely because they knew this was the real Jesus.
	So what did they doubt?  I think they doubted whether they had made the right decision to come to that mountain in Galilee that day.  Why had they obeyed the women who had said Jesus would be in Galilee?  Why had they not just gone back home, where it was safe, instead of risking everything to come and see Jesus again?  Why had they not gone back to the certainty of day to day life?  What was this decision going to cost them?  What changes were going to be needed in their lives?  Was this decision to follow Jesus going to be worth it?  I think they doubted in this way, because I have doubted in this way, too.  And some of you have, too.
	I think they also doubted Jesus himself.  No, they didn’t doubt whether this was really Jesus, they doubted whether he was up to the job.  They doubted whether Jesus was capable of being King.  They wondered whether Jesus was up to being totally in charge.  They wondered whether he would really be worth following.  Would Jesus really make a difference?  Would Jesus really take care of them?  Would Jesus really be able to handle the complexity of their lives?  Would Jesus really be able to handle their problems?  I think the disciples doubted in this way, because I have doubted in this way, too. And some of you have, too.
	And here’s the challenge of discipleship—specifically of becoming a disciple-making disciple: The command that Jesus gives to his disciples is not given to people who are certain about their faith.  It is given to doubters.  The risen Christ has all knowledge at his disposal—he knows the doubt that his disciples have—and yet he gives this life- and world-changing mission to a group of doubters.  Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

Sermon Content:

1. We are to go and make disciples because we are authorized by Jesus (v. 18)
a. Jesus authorizes us to make disciples.  Because Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth, his command surpasses all other commands.  Notice that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus.  Jesus had earlier been on a mountain with the devil (Matthew 4:8) and the devil had offered him all the kingdoms of the world.  Now, after his death and resurrection (and on another mountain), Jesus has all the authority of this world and of heaven.

2. We are to go and make disciples because we are commanded by Jesus (v. 19)
a. The authority of Jesus makes the words “go and make” a command.  It is not a suggestion; it is not “if you get around to it.”  The verb “go” is passive, meaning it can be “as you are going.”  This means that all aspects of your life are to be connected with this call to make disciples.  How we evangelize others is connected with how we disciple others.  How we minister to others is connected with how we disciple others.  How we work at our jobs is connected with how we disciple others.

3. We are to go and make disciples of all kinds of people (v. 19)
a. There are no limits to the people who are to be discipled.  The authority of Jesus has become global.  While Matthew starts his gospel by affirming Jesus as the King of the Jews (Matthew 1:1-17), Matthew ends his gospel by affirming the global lordship of Jesus.
b. This also means that we can never see anyone as a “lost cause.”  Paul said it this way: “We regard no one from a worldly point of view” (see 2 Cor. 5:16-21).

4. We are to go and make disciples by baptizing and teaching (vv. 19-20)
a. Baptism is communally personal.  While the minister may help baptize the individual, the church, the Christian community, is the setting of baptism.  Every Christian participates in the baptism of every person baptized in their church because they bear the name of Christ.  Baptism is into the life of God as expressed in the church. It is communally personal.
b. Teaching is personal.  Jesus said to teach all kinds of people to obey everything he has commanded us.  As a result, we have ongoing responsibility to learn from Jesus both from his Word and by his Holy Spirit.  We cannot teach others what we have not learned ourselves.  We are to continue as disciples in the midst of discipling others.  

5. We are to go and make disciples with Jesus (v. 20)
a. Jesus is with us in this process.  
b. Each one of us is, in some way, a spiritual descendant of that group of doubters.  Jesus was with them, even though they doubted.  Jesus is with us even though we doubt and Jesus commands us even though we doubt.  We make disciples with Jesus. 

Application:

	The Christian faith is not about certainty; it is about obedience.  The mission we have been given—to go and make disciples of all kinds of people by baptizing and teaching—is accomplished through obedience.  You might wonder how you can act without certainty.  We act without certainty all the time.  We have learned to live with doubt.  We are not certain that our cars will run smoothly.  We are not certain that our friends will not desert us.  We are not certain that our health will remain.  But we drive cars, we make friends, and we plan for the future.  The key is not getting rid of doubt; it is obeying in the face of doubt.
While the disciples doubted when they saw Jesus, they had already obeyed Jesus.  They had gone to the mountain he had told them to go to (v. 16).  They had believed the women who had seen Jesus first (Matt. 28:10).  If you doubt like the disciples, that does not let you off the hook, nor does it leave behind in the mission of God.  Don’t wait for your doubt to subside.  Discipleship is about obedience.


Conclusion:

[A Responsive Reading would be appropriate at this point in the service.  Below is a potential reading with the leader’s text in fine print and the congregational response in bold.  Words underlined are for emphasis.]



Potential Responsive Reading: 

We

Yes, even though we doubt, Jesus has spoken to us.

We are to go

Yes, we go because Jesus has commanded us!

We are to go and make disciples

Our doubt has not kept Jesus from commissioning us and it will not deter us in our mission.

We are to go and make disciples of all kinds of people

We repent of seeing anyone as a lost cause, outside grace and mercy, and re-commit to seeing the world as our mission field as it belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are to go and make disciples of all kinds of people by baptizing them into the life of God in the church

We will be a community of disciples who reflect the life of our Triune God and so participate in the baptism of every person who is baptized into our community.

We are to go and make disciples of all kinds of people by baptizing them into the life of God in the church and by teaching them what Jesus has taught us.

We will be keen to learn from Jesus in his Word and by his Holy Spirit so as to be able to teach others what we are learning.

And Jesus goes with us.

Amen.  We make disciples with Jesus.

Amen.
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