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Evangelism/Witnessing

1st Sunday      All: Are Welcomed               
Luke 15:1-2

2nd Sunday     All: Are Embraced                
Luke 15:3-10

3rd Sunday      All: Are Told the Story           Luke 15:11-24

4th Sunday      All: Are to Share the Story  
Romans 1:16

Easter Sunday           

Discipleship/Following

5th Sunday      We: Are Assured                 
John 3:16, John 14:26-27

6th Sunday      We: Must Grow                      2 Peter 3:18

7th Sunday      We: Must Have a Burden    
Matthew 9:37-38

8th Sunday      We: Are to Go and Make       
Matthew 28:16-20

Leaders Note & Series Introduction: Adult Lessons
Over the next four weeks we will be studying through the Gospel of Luke and looking at evangelism. Before we get too deeply into the studies, we should familiarize ourselves with what it means to evangelize. 
Answer the following questions as a group:

1. What is Evangelism?

Leader’s Note: The word evangelism comes from the Greek word, “Euangelion” which means to pronounce good news. 
2. What did Jesus pronounce as good news?

Leader’s Note: Matthew 4:17, Mark 1:15, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
3. What is a kingdom?

Leader’s Note: Dallas Willard defines a kingdom as, “The range of your effective will.” Your effective will is that things happen just because you want them to. We all have a kingdom, and Jesus’ announcement here is that we can actually live in his kingdom. The good news is that heaven is not far away, God’s kingdom is here and available for us to live in; this is great news!
4. What is it we are doing when we witness or evangelize?

Leader’s Note: We are inviting them to live life with Jesus, fully surrendering their kingdom to His.  We are showing off a new reality of God’s kingdom in our lives. 
Each week we will end the study with this question: “How will you bring the reign of God into ordinary human life this week?” 
Adult Lessons - Week 1
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Welcomed
Scriptures: Luke 15:1-2, Luke 4
Theme: All: Are Welcomed        
Goal: Christians have become more known by what and whom they oppose, rather than who and what they favor. The goal of this study is to help people see and practice the radical inclusivity of Jesus Christ. We are driven by love for the lost. 
Ice Breakers: 

Ask each person in your group to think back to when they were kids; each culture welcomes others in a unique way. Ask them to share how they were welcomed in their families’ culture (ie., a hug, a kiss, a punch on the arm, a high five). 
Leaders Study: 

1. Luke 15:1-2

Leader’s Notes:

a. The purity code of Israel allowed only the ultra-religious and clean into the family of God. Jesus came as a sinless person who could have belonged in the “cleanest” of groups and yet went to those who really needed to hear that the gospel was for them. 

b. Jesus was in a constant struggle with the religious elite of His day. They favored purity and piety over the chance that eating with a sinful person would defile them. When we avoid lost people, our chances of sharing the love of Jesus with them go down to zero. 
c. There were many times in Jesus’ ministry when He was known as drunkard and sinner because of the company He kept and the people with whom He ate. 
d. God’s heart has always been for the entire world to be reconciled back to Him, even though people do not always respond (2 Peter 3:9).
e. The political tension in Israel in the first century stemmed from the Roman occupation of Israel. Every group in Israel wanted the kingdom of Israel to be restored (Acts 1:6). The religious elite did not understand that Jesus was installing a new kingdom, made up of redeemed people, without geographic or human borders. 
Even from the beginnings of Jesus’ ministry, He made it clear that the Gospel is not just for good people who lead blameless lives. It is for the hurt, the broken, the outsider, the one who doesn’t have a voice. 
2. 1 Kings 17:7-24
a. God was providing for Baal’s people.
b. God sent His prophet into a non-Yahweh territory during a great drought

c. The story highlights that during a time when Israel was in huge amounts of distress, God continued to provide for people who worshiped other gods.
d. During a difficult time in history, God chose to reveal himself to Israel’s enemy rather than to Israel.

3. 2 Kings 5

a. Naaman was an enemy commander. 

b. Naaman came to seek out an Israelite, Elisha, to be healed. 

c. The servant of Elisha, Gehazi, was the one who was greedy and a liar.
d. Naaman’s leprosy transferred to Gehazi (the supposed, religious Israelite) because of his dishonesty. 

These two stories were embarrassing to the religious elite of Jesus’ day. They highlighted God’s care for people other than the Israelites. Remember, God’s original promise to Abraham was that He would bless him to be a blessing, and that “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:1-3). God’s people tended to hoard the promise for themselves, while it was originally intended for all.

Consider Jesus’ teaching in Luke 4. At first, everyone was amazed with His teaching. Then Jesus applied it differently than expected and was almost killed for His application of Scripture. 
Luke 4 Breakdown 

4. Luke 4:18-21

a. It was Jesus’ normal practice to go to the synagogue and teach on the Sabbath; this is what He was doing.
b. The verse that Jesus read was about Jubilee, which was the systematic redemption of society. 
c. Jubilee was a time of proclaiming liberty for all people from any slavery (more on Jubilee: Leviticus 25:8-55). Jubilee was also an economic equalizer of the time that leveled all debts.  

5. Luke 4:22

a. All spoke well of Jesus because He proclaimed that the Scripture of Isaiah was being fulfilled. 
b. They were amazed at His gracious words.
6. Luke 4:23-30

a. While everyone was happy with what Jesus had just said, He had to stir the pot and point out a few things.
i. First, He pointed out that God provided for the widow in Zarephath.
ii. Second, He pointed out that while many had leprosy in the time of Elisha, God only healed their enemies.
b. The people promptly threw Jesus out of His hometown and nearly off a cliff. 
c. The message of Jesus was that this Jubilee, this salvation was not just for Israel. While there was salvation for Israel, there is also salvation available for all people.  
 



Discuss: 


1. From the perspective of Christian culture, who are social outcasts? 
2. What does it mean to live in God’s kingdom? 

3. Have you ever shared the gospel with someone who was considered an outcast? 
4. In your life, where do you encounter the lost? 

Apply: 


It is hard to think that God loves even the worst sinners; in addition, because of our own egotism it is hard to believe that God loves people who are not like us. The challenge of this study is to look at people the way God sees them. How can you go through your daily life, seeing people through the lenses of the Father? 

When you see people who are difficult to love, pray that God would give you an opportunity to love them with His love. 
Dallas Willard has said, “It is no miracle that God loves you; it would be a miracle if He didn’t love you, because He is love, it is in His nature.”  

Pray: Identify people in your context that are considered “tax collectors” and “sinners.” 

· God, give me eyes to see who is in need of your love.
· God, use me to apply your love to their lives.
Do: 

· Surrender your human kingdom to Jesus so that He is the one who has the influence in it.
· Reach out to someone in your context and show them that they are loved and have dignity.
How will you bring the reign of God into ordinary human life this week?

Adult Lessons - Week 2
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Embraced

Scriptures: Luke 15:3-10
Theme: All: Are Embraced. The great promise of God is that wherever you are and whatever you have done, you are never too far gone to belong to and be embraced by your Father in Heaven.         
Goal: The goal of this study is to understand the value that God places on the lost and to live in the reality that God wants us to be ambassadors to them. 
Ice Breakers: 

How did you apply last week’s study in your life? Did you welcome people into life that had been hard to welcome earlier? 
Explain that it is one thing to welcome someone and entirely another to embrace them into a regular part of your life. Have someone share a story of when they were moved from being welcomed to being embraced. How did they feel? Have they done the same for others? 
Study: 
1. Luke 15:3-10

a. Jesus was giving His listeners a picture of what God has done for humanity. With the sheep, He leaves the ones who are not lost in care of an under-shepherd where they are relatively safe and He pursues the one who does not know the way home. 
b. Verse 7 and verse 10 both talk about rejoicing in heaven when the lost are found. A close look at verse seven tells us that heaven still rejoices over people who live a righteous life without ever straying away. 
c. Two thousand years ago, the home of an Israelite would have been made out of stone; it would have had a door and more than likely no windows. In order to find a coin, one would have had to remove items from her house and sweep the dirt floor with a broom to try to find the coin. With only the light of a candle, the searcher would have had to be on hands and knees, intently looking. When the light shone on it, it was found. What a great picture of what God did for us while we were still in darkness. 
2. 1 Corinthians 11:17-29

a. There may not be an immediate link in our minds between the story of the lost coin or sheep and Paul’s directives for the Lord’s Supper in 1 Corinthians 11, but there are overlapping themes. 
b. In 1 Corinthians, Paul is dealing with a church that is divided and not embracing of one another. Paul does some significant work to show how they are united in Christ through the Lord’s Supper and how they are perfectly united in the love of God. 
c. There was a great economic divide in the church of Corinth. When early Christians celebrated the Lord’s Supper, some ate full meals. Paul was criticizing a practice by the Corinthian church of having the wealthy dine in extravagance, while the poor in the church sat in other rooms and waited for the rich to finish. Paul was trying to make a point, much like he did in Galatians 3:27-28: “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

d. In Jesus, we are bound together by the Spirit. Colossians 1:17 says, “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” Our unity in the body and blood of Jesus Christ reminds us that He came so that all would be embraced. 
Discuss: 


· Think about what it means to embrace someone. When you hug a family member or kiss a spouse there is a genuine display of love. 
· In the early church, there was an economic divide; what other factors divide us? 
· When 1 Corinthians 11 was talking about eating and drinking in an unworthy manner, do you think that the division between rich and poor had anything to do with this? 
· What are some ways that Christians can bridge the gap to those who are excluded from society?

· While the Wesleyan church does not agree with or advocate sainthood, what do you think about this quote from Mother Theresa: “If I ever become a Saint—I will surely be one of ‘darkness.’ I will continually be absent from Heaven—to light the light of those in darkness on earth”?
For the Leader: What Theresa was saying is that she knew her purpose on earth was to go into all of the dark places on earth to shine the light of Christ and point the way to Jesus. 
· Do you avoid embrace of people who are different or do you work to create moments of embrace?

Apply: 

· Take communion as a group: When you do, the group leader should explain that the body of Christ was given for the forgiveness of sins, the blood was spilled to seal the new covenant, and that every believer is perfectly united in the body and blood of our Redeemer.

· What efforts will you take to embrace others this week?

· How will you bring the reign of God into ordinary human life this week?
Adult Lessons - Week 3
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Told the Story
Scriptures: Luke 15:11-24; Deuteronomy 21:18-21
Theme: All: Are Told the Story     
Goal: The goal of this study is to help people understand that radical story in which we belong and act. We are also to understand that Jesus has the power to change the story that you are currently living. 

Ice Breaker: 

Group Discussion: Ask the group if there has ever been a time when they felt like God interrupted the regular course of events to change what was happening in their lives. How did God change the story of your life? 
Study:

“A story is a character who wants something and overcomes conflict to get it.” 
Donald Miller, “A Million Miles in a Thousand Years” 

We are all told the story of redemption and it is our job to internalize it and retell it through our lives. 
1. Luke 15:11-16
a. The first part of this story was actually a common rabbinical story to remind children what happened when they didn’t follow the fourth commandant, “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12). 
b. Theologian Karl Barth says that the prodigal in the story is like Jesus, in the sense that Jesus assumed the same of every single human being, but then brought restoration to the father. 
c. For a man to say to his father that he wanted his inheritance early would have been equal to saying, “I wish you were dead.”
d. Although Jesus himself never sinned, it is a powerful analogy that He took on humanity and its sin and gave us the ability to face the Father. 
e. We squander what God gives us at times

f. The moral to the story that rabbis would have told is that you get what you deserve. 
2. Luke 15:17-24

a. Jesus would have captivated His listeners with the line, “When he came to his senses.” This picture of repentance would have been an uncommon sight. But it is something with which each person can identify. At one point, each person comes to his or her senses when living in opposition to something or Someone.   
b. The acceptance of the father gave a new twist and message to this age-old tale of the rebellious son. The father in the story now accepts and saves him. This is a clear departure from the law, Deuteronomy 21:18-21, and a clear vision of a new covenant with God. 
c. This story now comes to symbolize the grace of God and the redemption bought in the blood of Jesus. 
Discuss: 


· Have you ever had a moment where you, “came to your senses?” What happened? 

· Jesus changed an established story that originally ended in disgrace and He changed it to end in grace. How has God changed your story?  
· At the end of this story, the father treated the rebellious son better than he was treated before. Look at where you’ve been and where you are now. Have you ever experienced this blessing? 
Apply: 

· Pray for a person who needs to hear this story, Ask that God will invite you into a discussion with them so that you can share the way that Jesus changed your story.
· Jesus is in the business of changing stories. How has your story been changed?

· How will you bring the reign of God into ordinary human life this week?
Adult Lessons - Week 4
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are To Share the Story
Scriptures: Romans 1:16
Theme: All: Are to Share the Story 
Goal: The goal of this study is to understand the importance of owning God’s story as ours. The most powerful thing we can do is share the story of God’s intervention in our lives. A secondary goal is to help people step into the boldness given to them in the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Ice Breakers: 


Have students clarify what good news is. Write on a whiteboard what they come up with as good news. 
Study:

1. Romans 1:16

Paul reminds us that we shouldn’t be ashamed of the truth. Paul was writing to a church that was being persecuted for its insistence that Jesus was Lord and Caesar was not Lord.

2. 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The essential elements of the Gospel

a. 15:3, “that Christ died for us according to the scriptures.” 
See Leviticus 16. This chapter details the Day of Atonement in which the high priest confessed all of the sins of Israel onto a scapegoat and then sent it out of the city to die for the sins of Israel. Does this story sound familiar?

b. 15:4 that He was buried and that He was raised on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
See Isaiah 25:8. This is a prophetic verse talking about what the Messiah will do. 
c. 15:5-7 “and that he appeared”
1) Jesus appearing after the grave is one of the most contentious things that have ever happened. Skeptics say that it never happened and the disciples stole Jesus’ body. 
2) If the disciples lied, how do we account for their change in mood? Peter denied Christ three times, and he even went back to his old way of life as a fisherman. Then Jesus showed up and he spent the rest of his life proclaiming the risen Christ, only to be crucified at the hands of Nero (Roman emperor).
d. 15:8-9, He appeared to Paul. We know what Saul/Paul was like before his conversion

1) Paul’s conversion can be found in Acts 9:1-19.
2) Paul reminds us that we all have a story to tell and that we are witnesses to Jesus because of our own changed lives. 
3. Matthew 4:17

We can never forget that the good news is also that God’s kingdom is available here on earth. The good news isn’t just that we get to go to heaven when we die if we know Jesus, but that we can dynamically live with Him in His kingdom here on earth. 
Discuss: 


· Paul uses this phrase “according to the scriptures.” Why do you think it matters that the death and resurrection of Jesus happened according to the Scriptures? 

· Paul laid out the technical elements of the gospel, and then he shared his story. When you look at your story, do you see the gospel elements in them? 
· In what ways do you see God’s kingdom at work vs. the kingdom of this world? 
Apply: 

· Make a timeline of your life. In this timeline, show major life events and decisions. Point out times in your life where you have seen God work. Then use that as a way to construct the story of how God has intervened in your life.

· Find a way to communicate your story that works for you. 
· How will you bring the reign of God into ordinary human life this week?
Adult Lessons - Week 5
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are Assured
Scriptures: John 3:16; John 14:26-27

Theme: The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have put in place and established a sense of assurance for the believer.
Goal: To solidify a sense of assurance in the believer that God will not abandon or forsake the loving relationships that He has initiated for the purpose of eternal salvation. Also, to recognize and rely on the wonderful measures God has set forth to sustain the believer until He returns.  
Ice Breakers:


1. Discuss: What was the best gift you have received or given? When have you ever had to say goodbye to a loved one? And how did you reassure him or her of your return?

2. Share: Have you ever been left, forgotten or abandoned? Describe your feelings when this happened to you. How were you reassured that it wouldn’t happen again?

3. Read: John 3:16 and the surrounding context of verses. Do you believe verse 16 was spoken by Jesus or does this begin a commentary from the author? Give reasons why you believe one way or the other.

Discuss:


1. Take notice of the emphasis on giving in the two passages of John 3:16 and 14:26-27. In each instance, what or who is given and by whom? How might the act of giving or providing from God relate to your assurance or confidence in Him?

2. Take notice of the all-inclusive language in John 3:16, namely “the world,” and “whoever believes in him.” Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Jewish ruling council (3:1). How might Nicodemus have struggled with Jesus’ all-inclusive language? In contrast, how might this help bring you assurance in the faith?

3. Jesus tells his disciples that the Father will give them the Holy Spirit. The name Jesus uses to refer to the Holy Spirit is “Counselor.” In what ways have you experienced the Holy Spirit as counselor? How might this help us understand the role or function of the Holy Spirit?

4. The name “Counselor” might best be translated “Helper,” or “Advocate,” from the Greek word “parakletos.” In what ways does this translation aid in understanding the Holy Spirit as our assurance of salvation?  How might this understanding keep us from viewing the Holy Spirit as a mere replacement for Jesus?

5. In Matthew 28:20 Jesus reassures his followers, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age,” and in the book of Hebrews 13:5 it is quoted, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” In light of the verses in John, how have these promises been fulfilled?

6. Notice how Jesus clearly involves the Trinity when comforting his disciples of the future, especially in verse 26: “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name . . .” What does this communicate to us about how God works in the world? And how does this provide assurance to those who trust and believe in Him?

7. Jesus promises to give peace to his disciples. However, reading through Luke’s second letter to Theophilus, known as the book of Acts, which details the early days of the church we learn that great persecution broke out against the followers of Jesus (8:1). What does this tell us about the kind of peace to which Jesus is referring? How should we understand this peace in light of the comforting words, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (14:27)?

Apply:


1. God’s love produces an action or series of actions. Because of His love for the world and all of creation, God sacrificially gave His Son so that everyone who trusts in Him will have eternal life. The apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5:8, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” The love of God is both sacrificial and engaging. He is not some distant God, unable or unwilling to participate in the affairs of His creation. Instead, moved by His great love for the world, He initiates a plan to restore all that is broken. Think of two or three broken relationships in your life and ask God how you might begin to engage sacrificially in hopes of restoring these relationships. Also, begin to think about what kind of love you most often demonstrate. In what ways can you seek to exemplify the love of God in your home, in your workplace, or in your community?

2. There have been times in our lives when we all have been forgotten or left behind. Perhaps as a teenager, your friends forgot to include you in a special event or your parents accidentally left you behind at a gas station as they traveled on down the road. Jesus promises His disciples that they will not be forgotten; they will not be left behind.  In just a few verses prior to John 14:26-27, Jesus assures his disciples by saying (v. 18), “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” Jesus has gone to great lengths for our salvation and has made the proper arrangements (sending the Holy Spirit, 14:26) to sustain us until He returns. In other words, as our assurance, the Father has sent the Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus the Christ (14:26). Think of two or three ways you depend upon the ministry of the Holy Spirit in your life to sustain you throughout your day or week. Next, write down one or two new ways to develop and/or rely on your relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

Adult Lessons - Week 6
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Grow
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:18
Theme: Salvation is a process of growth in the grace and knowledge of Christ.
Goal: The goal is to identify where the non-believer or believer may be in the process of spiritual growth and to set forth a way forward.
Breaking the Ice:


1. Share: As a child or young adult, how did you measure your physical maturity? Was there a special place in your home where you charted your progress in height? 

2. Discuss: How does one measure spiritual growth? Can one measure spiritual growth in the same manner as physical maturity? 

3. Discuss: It has been said that it takes a whole village to raise a child. Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not?

4. Reflect: Are you closer to God today than you were one year ago? What kinds of internal or external measures do you use to answer this question?  

Discuss:

1. The Wesleyan Church has adopted the following vision statement: Transforming lives, churches, and communities through the hope and holiness of Jesus Christ. What about this vision statement communicates growth for the individual and the community? In addition the mission of the Wesleyan church claims a desire to be a Spirit-led, praying movement called to evangelize and make disciples of all people by equipping believers, developing leaders, multiplying churches and transforming communities. What kind of emphasis has The Wesleyan Church as a denomination placed upon growth?

2. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, 9 “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. . . . For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” Notice how growth is made possible because of God—He is the One who makes things grow! However, like the sun and the rain, how does God use both Paul and Apollos in the growth process? What emphasis, if any, does Paul place upon the community of believers or the church in relation to spiritual growth? What does it mean to be one of God’s fellow-workers? What does it mean to understand your community of believers as God’s field, God’s building?

3. The Christian growth process has been described a number of different ways throughout history: a journey, a series of steps, concepts of scales, and so forth. Dr. Bob Whitesel in his book, Spiritual Waypoints, has chosen to use the term waypoints, as “a position, not a phase or a frozen marker . . . [to] tell where a traveler is in relation to other features on the road” with Christ. He describes seventeen different waypoints: 

16 No awareness of a supreme being 

15 Awareness of a supreme being, no knowledge of the good news

14 Initial awareness of the good news

13 Awareness of the fundamentals of the good news

12 Grasp of the implications of the good news

11 Positive attitude toward the good news

10 Personal problem recognition

9 Decision to act

8 Repentance and faith in Christ

7 NEW BIRTH

6 Post-decision evaluation

5 Incorporation into the body

4 Spiritual foundations (conceptual and behavioral growth)

3 Inner-life growth (deepening communion with God)

2 Ministry emergence (spiritual gifts emerge)

1 Impact emergence (life influences others)

0 Convergence (experience, gifts, and influence converge into a life of integrity and inspiration).
 

Where do you find yourself among Whitesel’s waypoints? How might these waypoints aid in understanding your spiritual growth, especially in terms of where you have been and where you are going?

4. Paul writes to the church in Colossae telling them of his prayerful burden for their growth in the knowledge and wisdom of God (Col. 1:9-10). How might intercessory prayer play a significant role in growing in the wisdom and knowledge of God?

Apply:

1. John 15:4-5: “Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” The growth and production of the branch depends on its connection to the life-giving vine. Likewise, all spiritual sustenance and growth lie on the disciple’s ability to remain in Christ. On a 3 x 5 card, write down three spiritual practices that will help to keep you relying on “the true vine.”   

2. The apostle Peter seemed to be concerned about growth in the disciple. In addition to the above passage, in 1 Peter 2:2 he writes, “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,” and in 2 Peter 1:5-8, “ . . . make every effort to add to your faith . . . for if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Based on what you know about Peter’s experience with Christ, think about why he may have been so concerned about spiritual growth in the church. What practical steps will you make today, to add to your faith or to possess some of the qualities mentioned in 2 Peter 1:5-7 in an increasing measure?

3. Paul considered “everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). What are some time-consuming aspects of my day or week I am willing to give up in order to know Christ better? Share this with one or two other people in the group.

Adult Lessons - Week 7
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Have a Burden

Scripture: Matthew 9:37-38

Theme: God has a passion and a burden for His lost people and we desperately need to develop the same urgency and attitude.
Goal: The goal of this lesson is to become passionately engaged by prayerfully asking God to equip leaders and send them out for a great harvest of souls.
Ice Breakers:


1. Share: Talk about a time when you were asked to complete a task with seemingly underwhelming resources.  What was the outcome?  How did you feel while working to complete the task?

2. Reflect: When was the last time you were among a crowd of people?  Perhaps you were at a large sporting event or musical concert or your state fair.  Have you ever stopped to notice the crowd or herd of people, and if so, have you ever felt any kind of emotion toward the crowd?   
3. Discuss: If you could plant anything or any item (except money) and watch it multiply or develop a harvest, what would you plant?  
Discuss:


1. Read Matthew 9:35-36. What prompted Jesus to say, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few”?  What do you think it means when Matthew writes, “He had compassion on them,” and they were “like sheep without a shepherd”?

2. John Wesley famously said, “I look on all the world as my parish.”  What do you think Rev. Wesley meant by this statement?  And how might his statement relate to the teaching of Jesus on the harvest?
3. In addition to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, what do you think may have caused Matthew, the author, to know that Jesus had great compassion on the crowds of people?  
4. How would you describe sheep without a shepherd?  Why does Jesus describe the crowds of people in this way?  How do you think the crowds may have appeared “harassed and helpless”?  

5. What immediately follows Jesus’ teaching about the harvest?  Read Matthew 10:1.  What is the connection between Jesus’ teaching that we should ask the Lord of the harvest for workers to be sent (9:37-38) and then Jesus’ calling his disciples to Him and sending them out (10:1)?  Is there a fair connection to be made between seeking the Lord in prayer and doing that which we have asked for in prayer?  
6. What does Jesus mean when He says, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few”?  Talk about the resources of cost, time, and energy necessary in developing and producing a bountiful harvest.  How might this harvest require a team of workers?

7. Based upon our previous week’s studies relating spiritual assurance and growth, how might a burden for the lost naturally develop from these?

Apply:

1. Matthew describes Jesus’ ministry in 9:35 as teaching, preaching and healing among all the towns and villages.  People were coming to hear about the kingdom of God and to see the broken set straight and the suffering healed.  But Jesus saw with great compassion the crowds desperately in need of rescuing.  Share with someone in the group how you will seek to be more compassionate in the repetitive or mundane aspects of your day.  Perhaps, you can commit to be more compassionate while driving the commute to work every morning and evening, or in the line during your lunch hour, or while you wait at the bank or grocery store.  
2. In Mark Nysewander’s book, No More Spectators, Christian Schwartz is quoted as saying, “All Christians have about the same number of contacts with non-Christians in our relational network, which is about 8.5 contacts” (page 67).  Nysewander then suggests specifically reaching out to one or two seekers among this relational network.  Take the next few moments to prayerfully consider among your relational network those who may be seeking a relationship with Christ.  Begin to think about how you might start or develop a conversation with him or her concerning faith in Christ.

3. In most of Paul’s letters written to the churches he begins his writings with a short prayer.  He spends the first few moments interceding or writing about interceding on their behalf.  This next week plan to read through a few of these prayers listed below and take away a few aspects of Paul’s passion for the harvest of God. After reading, spend a few minutes writing down how he displayed the kind of compassion and intercession for the harvest.

· Romans 1:8-13; 15:17-21

· 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 2:1-5

· Ephesians 1:15-23

· Philippians 1:3-11

· Colossians 1:3-14
4. Spend some time reflecting on the following questions:

· Where is the harvest?

· Is God sending me out among the harvest?

· Am I among the crowd, the sheep? Or am I one of the shepherds?

· Am I committed to praying for the harvest?

Adult Lessons - Week 8
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are to Go and Make Disciples
Scripture: Matthew 18:16-20
Theme: The very nature of discipleship is to make new disciples.
Goal: To grasp fulfilling the Great Commission within the local and global setting of God’s church.
Ice Breakers:

1. Share: Take a few moments and share with the group one of the biggest challenges you have ever faced.  How successfully did you face it?  What sort of resources helped you in the process of your challenge?  

2. Has anyone ever shared the gospel with you?  What was that experience like?  How did you respond?  

3. Talk about a time when you or a friend of yours went on an international mission trip.  Tell about your worship experience in the local church you visited.

4. Share a story or an experience that you had while visiting another culture.  
Discuss:


1. This passage of Scripture is often referred to as the Great Commission.  Why do you think some have recently referred to this passage as the Great Omission?  
2. Take notice of the final phrase in verse 17, “but some doubted.”  Why do you think some of the disciples would have doubted?  What may have caused some doubts among them?  Is there any part of you that may be doubting a resurrected Christ?  

3. What do you think is the central command that Jesus gives to His disciples?  How are they to carry out this command?  Do you believe this is a command for just the eleven disciples or for all disciples?

4. It has been said, “Baptizing and teaching are not the means of making disciples, but they characterize it.” What you think is meant by this statement?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not?

5. What are some of the reasons we fail to fulfill the Great Commission in our own context?  According to Matthew 28:16-20, how might Jesus help us to overcome some of those barriers?

6. Why does the promise, “And surely I will be with you to the very end of the age,” bring a sense of authority and power to the task given?  Have you ever felt the power of the Holy Spirit while making disciples (see also Acts 1:8)?

7. What are the four “alls” in Matthew 28:18-20?  Why do you think Jesus wanted to use such all-inclusive language?  

8. What does the “all authority” have to do with this particular mandate?  
Apply:


1. Jesus teaches his disciples in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When you picture the kingdom of God, what do you envision?  Your local church may not reflect the broader scope of the kingdom and it’s very easy to forget about the global church, which is multi-racial, multi-cultural, multi-lingual, and multi-generational.  How might you help remind others in your local church about the nature of God’s global church?

2. Spend a few moments and correlate the following biblical places to your local setting:
· Jerusalem  (
· Judea
(
· Samaria  (
· Ends of the earth  (
3. Ask each person to take out a piece of paper.  After prayerfully considering, write the first name of an individual you would like to come to know Jesus personally.  Place the papers in the center of the table and take turns praying for the names written.  
4. How do the following interactions Jesus had with others express his concern for all people?  Also, write down any opposition Jesus may have received while ministering to them.
· Matthew 8:5-13
A Roman Centurion

· Matthew 15:21-28
A Canaanite Woman

· Luke 9:51-56

A Samaritan Village

· John 4:1-26

A Samaritan Woman
5. Take some time this week to journal in two or three paragraphs how God has transformed your life.  Even if you have grown up in church all your life, it’s important to understand how your life is different today because of what God has done for you.  Be sure to mention the teachings of Jesus and your baptism.  Try to elaborate on their significance in your walk with Christ.  Then ask God to show you someone with whom you might share this.
� Bob Whitesel, Spiritual Waypoints: Helping Others Navigate the Journey (Indianapolis, In.: Wesleyan Publishing House, 2010), 23-24.
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