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Scripture Focus:

Luke 15:3-10 calls us to realize the high value of those who are far from God and to engage in an all-out search for them. 


Sermon Introduction:

Imagine for a moment that you had to go to an important meeting and as you are ready to walk out the door you realize that you have misplaced your keys.  What do you do in that moment?  After you calm down and repent for the not-so-nice words you let fly, you start looking for your keys.  How do you feel when those keys are once again in your hand?

Imagine you are at a restaurant, ready to leave your credit card with the server, when you realize that your card is missing.  What do you do in that moment?  After you finish washing dishes to pay for your bill, you retrace your steps to see if you can locate your card.  What is it like when the card is in your possession again and you know your account security has not been breached?

Imagine you are in a busy shopping mall with your young child.  You are looking at a few items on the sales rack when you look up and you cannot see your child.  What do you do in that moment?  You drop what you are doing and begin a frantic search around every part of that store.  You will likely enlist the help of those around, even complete strangers to help you locate your child.  You won’t stop looking until the child is found.  What is it like when you turn the corner and you see your child playing in the racks of clothes?

All three scenarios are different, but they do have a few things in common.  In each scenario, the item lost is valuable to you.  In each scenario, the recognition that the item was lost automatically shifts you into search mode.  In each scenario, the finding of that which is lost brings profound relief and joy to you.

In Luke 15:3-10 Jesus tells two stories that are not unlike these scenarios.  In fact, Jesus tells two stories about lost things – a sheep and a coin – to make a point to those who have gathered around him to hear him teach.


Sermon Content:

Both of these stories have at least three movements that communicate one single point.  Let’s unpack these two stories to see what Jesus wants to teach us.


Movement #1: Something is lost.  

Both of these stories are focused on something that was lost.  For the shepherd, it is the sheep.  For the widow, it is the lost coin.  These lost items are connected with the sinner who is outside of relationship with God.  They have not yet repented, and as a result they are lost.  

Movement #2: An all-out search is conducted.

In both cases the shepherd and the woman conduct an all-out search for what is lost.  The shepherd leaves the ninety-nine sheep that are safely in the fold to go out and look for the one sheep that is lost.  The woman sweeps the entire house, carefully looking for lost coin.  This all-out search is not meant to suggest that those already-found items (the ninety-nine sheep and the nine coins) are not valuable.  The fact that they are accounted for suggests that the owner puts a high value on them.  Yet, the fact that the owner is compelled to conduct an all-out search suggests that the lost item has great value.  It is important that the lost item be found.  This is meant to underscore the great value that God places on the lost sinner.  He loves them so much that he wants to search them out and invite them into his loving embrace. 

Movement #3: There is joy in finding that which was lost.

Both of these stories recount the finding of the lost item.  The shepherd finds the lost sheep, hoists him up on his shoulders and carries him back to the fold.  Then he calls his friends and neighbors to come and celebrate with him because he found the lost sheep.  In the same way the woman finds her coin.  She, too, throws a party to celebrate the finding of the lost coin.  When you lose something of value and then you find it, there is great joy.  This is what Jesus is communicating here.  Finding the lost item brings joy.  This is meant to reflect that great joy that heaven experiences when one lost sinner repents.


Conclusion:

So what’s the point of these two stories?  The point is that God loves the lost sinner so much that he searches for them, continually inviting them into his loving embrace.  And when just one lost sinner accepts that invitation, heaven rejoices.

If you hear these stories today as someone living outside the embrace of God, know that God loves you.  He is searching for you today.  He invites you into his loving embrace.  All you have to do is accept his invitation by responding to him in faith today.  That one simple act of faith moves you from lost to found and initiates great rejoicing in heaven.

Many of you will hear these stories today as someone already found.  If that is you, know that God wants your heart to be aligned with his.  He wants you to see the value of those who are living outside of God’s embrace and join with him on his search to find them and invite them to into the loving embrace of God.
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