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Evangelism/Witnessing
1st Sunday      All: Are Welcomed               	Luke 15:1-2
2nd Sunday     All: Are Embraced                	Luke 15:3-10
3rd Sunday      All: Are Told the Story           Luke 15:11-24
4th Sunday      All: Are to Share the Story  	Romans 1:16

Easter Sunday           
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Discipleship/Following
5th Sunday      We: Are Assured                 	John 3:16, John 14:26-27
6th Sunday      We: Must Grow                      2 Peter 3:18
7th Sunday      We: Must Have a Burden    	Matthew 9:37-38
8th Sunday      We: Are to Go and Make       	Matthew 28:16-20



Children’s Lessons - Week 1
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Welcomed
Scriptures: Luke 15:1-2   
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."
Memory Verse: Matthew 9:12 “…Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick…”
Lesson Goals:
· Children will learn that Jesus welcomes sinners.
· Children will realize that we are all sinners, and we are called to love each other.
· Children will understand that we are called to love others, and not judge.
Group: 
Preparation: 
Gold coins, 2 white t-shirts, permanent markers
Small Group Portion: 
Construction paper and markers
Opening/Intro:

Ask kids how they like to be welcomed . . . at restaurants, at stores, at church? Have you ever had an experience at a restaurant or store where you were not greeted warmly, and it ruined your whole experience there? (Share stories, if you have them.)

Let’s play a game! Everyone will stand up in a circle. The leader will stand in the middle and say “Sit down if…” and then call out a descriptive statement. The kids will sit down if that statement applies to them. 
Examples:
· You are wearing red
· You ate breakfast this morning
· You have a little brother
· You are in 1st grade
· You are a boy
· You have brown hair
· You are left handed
· You are older than 8

How did it feel to be judged, or to win or lose the game, based on the statements that were called out? Most of those things are out of your control!

No matter what you are wearing, what color your hair is, how many siblings you have, or anything else mentioned in the game, you are welcomed today, and you are loved. 

Jesus feels the same way about people, and in today’s Bible story, we will see that He cares more about their hearts than their appearance or bank account, or the fact that they are sinners.

Bible Point: 
 
Look up and read together from Luke 15:1-2 “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."

Why do you think it is important that Jesus ate with sinners? What is so special about sharing a meal? Does your family sit down and eat meals together?

How do you celebrate holidays? Usually, with a meal. Think about Thanksgiving or Easter or birthday celebrations – we usually have a family meal. What happens when a special relative or friend comes over? You usually sit down for a nice meal. When we share meals with others, we are sharing a special bond and a special time with them.

Jesus used this time to show people that He truly and genuinely LOVED and still does love, all people, even if they are people who others think are “bad.” He does not judge the same way some people judge. He does not show favoritism or think badly of people who have done wrong things. If our behavior has truly been bad, he will be disappointed, but He still shows love and grace. 

Activity: 

Supplies: 
fake coins 

You can purchase fake coins from a craft store, or you can order 144 pieces of fake gold coins for $5 from Oriental Trading http://www.orientaltrading.com/shiny-gold-coins-a2-39_525-12-1.fltr?Ntt=coins 
(Other options: use real coins, or cut out fake coins from construction paper.)

Give each child a small handful of coins. Select two or three kids to be the tax collectors. Tell them that they are only REQUIRED to collect 1 coin from every child in the room, but if they want to, they can ask the kids to give them as many coins as they want. At the end of the activity, whichever tax collector has the most coins, wins. The kids MUST give to the tax collectors however many coins they request.

At the end of the activity, ask “Does this seem fair?”

This is similar to what tax collectors did back when this Bible story was taking place. They were HATED by the Jews, because they were people who were employed by the Roman government, and they STOLE from people. They would ask people for more money than they needed, just to keep it for themselves. Sometimes, this ruined people’s lives, because the tax collectors could take all of someone’s money. They were greedy and dishonest. They were considered the WORST of sinners.

The Jews would never think of being friends with the tax collectors, and they would never want to share a meal with them! But Jesus set an example that must have seem crazy, because they could hardly believe it! He showed them extreme love and grace. 

He ate with them and became friends with them, and after meeting Jesus, their lives were changed. We think of Zacchaeus, and some of Jesus’ other friends, like Matthew, who used to be tax collectors. But once Jesus came into their lives, they asked for forgiveness and their lives were transformed! That is the power of Jesus’ extreme love and grace.

Activity:

Video:

You can purchase this video “True Consequences” from Worship House Kids website for $12  http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/10369/True-Consequences 

Object Lesson:

Supplies: 2 White t-shirts or white rags, permanent markers

Hold up a white t-shirt (or a white rag will work) and show the kids. This shirt represents our lives. But there’s something missing!

Use the permanent marker to write in big letters across the shirt “SIN.” 

Ask the kids to help you think of ways we all sometimes sin, and write them on the shirt as well. Examples: Selfishness, lying, stealing, hitting, jealousy, arguing, disobedience, etc. Write them all over the shirt. 

Then ask the kids to help you try and get the stains out. 

They won’t be able to get the stains out, because when sin is in our lives, we can’t do anything to get rid of it on our own. We may try to wash it out (you can even show the kids as you try to wash the shirt with soap and water), but you can’t do it on your own. 

The only way we can get rid of sin is by the power of Jesus. And He doesn’t just clean it out….

Throw the marked up shirt in the trash can, and hold up the new, clean shirt.

Jesus makes us new. He says in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that when we ask for forgiveness, we become a “new creation” in Him! When we ask for His forgiveness, He doesn’t hold our sins against us or look at us and see our sins. He sees someone He loves so much! 

That is how we can love people and look at people – the way Jesus sees them; with love and grace.

Worship:

These are some great worship songs, available on the Worship House Kids website 
Yancy, How Great is Our God
http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/22294/How-Great-Is-Our-God

Give your heart to Jesus (Hokey Pokey style) http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/22293/Give-Your-Heart-To-Jesus Yancy, $12
Small Group Portion:
Discussion Questions:
· What makes you feel welcomed and loved?
· What does it mean to judge others? Do we all sometimes judge people for the wrong things? 
· Do you believe that God welcomes you and values you?
· How do you treat people who are considered “bad” or sinners?
· Have you asked God to forgive your sins? 
· How can you get better at welcoming and loving others in the name of Jesus?

Personal Response/Prayer:

Give kids a piece of construction paper and crayons. They will make a “welcome” sign to hang up in their house or at school to remind them to welcome and love people in the name of Jesus. As they are working, ask them to come up with ideas to show love and grace to people this week. Close in prayer.



Children’s Lessons - Week 2
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Embraced – The Lost Sheep
Scripture Context: Luke 15:3-10
Memory Verse: John 10:14-15 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
Lesson Goals:
· Children will learn the parable of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin. 
· Children will realize that God longs for us to come to Him.
· Children will learn that God is the Good Shepherd and that He embraces us and cares for us like a shepherd.

LARGE GROUP PORTION
Preparation:
Supplies: fake coins and cotton balls, shepherd staff, Styrofoam cups

Opening:

Have you ever lost anything? Have you ever been lost when you were out somewhere with your parents? Share about those experiences.

When we lose something, or when we are lost, we can get frantic! We worry about whatever is lost, because it means something to us! In today’s story, we will learn about two parables Jesus told where things were lost: a sheep, and a coin. 

Game: Hot and Cold

Supplies: 
Fake coins and cotton balls

Split the kids into teams and give one team fake coins, and the other team cotton balls. The cotton balls will represent sheep from today’s Bible story.

The teams will take turns hiding their objects around the room. They will look for each other’s objects. If the kids on the Cotton Ball team see the kids on the Coin team getting hot, or close to their cotton balls, they will “Bahhhh” like a sheep, to let them know they are hot. If the kids on the Coin team see the kids on the Cotton Ball team getting close to their coins, they will clap their hands to let them know they are hot. 

Play until all the objects are found.

Bible Point:

Supplies: 
cotton balls and 10 coins, shepherd staff

The kids will love acting out these parables as you read them! Give them props to make it even more fun. Give one child a shepherd’s staff. Give other kids a cotton ball – anyone who gets a cotton ball will be a sheep. Give one child 9 coins (hide the other coin). 

First, call the sheep and shepherd up front. Tell all of the sheep to come forward, except for one. Read the Scripture, and encourage the kids to act out the story as you read (they don’t really have to put the ‘lost sheep’ on their shoulders).

Luke 15:3-10 - “Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 ‘Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.’”
The Parable of the Lost Coin
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”


Activity:

Supplies: 
fake coin, cups or bowls that are not see-through, a table

Put 3 cups upside down on a table, and put one coin under one of them. Scramble the cups around quickly, so the kids can’t tell which one has the coin. Then ask the kids to guess which cup has the coin under it. Whoever gets it right will share one way that God cares for them.

When the woman in the parable lost her coin, she dropped what she was doing to search for that coin, and she kept looking until she found it! She cared deeply about that coin! That is the way Jesus cares for us! 

Give each child a fake coin. You can order 144 fake gold coins from Oriental Trading for $5  http://www.orientaltrading.com/shiny-gold-coins-a2-39_525-12-1.fltr?Ntt=coins

Take this coin home to remind you that Jesus cares deeply for you, and that He longs for you to come to Him. He cares about all of His people. When anyone is lost, He longs for that person to come to Him and ask for forgiveness. 

What did the Bible story say happens when one sinner turns to Jesus? There is rejoicing! God is throwing a party for you! Isn’t that a cool thing to think about?


Worship:

Jesus Loves Me, $10 http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/35843/Jesus-Loves-Me

We Will Dance (Amber Sky Records) $12 http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/28951/We-Will-Dance


Video (optional):
 
The Lost Sheep http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/26748/Tiny-Bible-Treasures-5--Jesus-Little-Lambs from Worship House Kids

Memory Verse Review:

Supplies: slips of paper with the memory verse typed or written on them
Type or write the memory verse on slips of paper, with one or two words per paper. Hide the slips around the room.

Read the verse together with the kids. Tell them that the verse is lost, and it is their job to search around the room to find it. To make it more challenging, you could use several different colors of paper (each team is a color) and they have to race to find their slips of paper (only in their team’s color) and put them together. 

Once the kids put the verse together, they will say it aloud together. Talk about what it means that Jesus is our shepherd. How does a shepherd care for His sheep? How does Jesus care for us?

John 10:14-15 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.
Small Group Portion:
Discussion Questions:
· Have you ever lost something that was valuable to you?
· How does it feel when you lose something? How do you go about searching?  (You might feel frantic; you search everywhere.)
· What do you do when you find the lost item? (Rejoice, celebrate.)
· How do you think God feels when His children turn away from Him? (He feels sad.)
· How do you think God feels when His children come back to Him? (He rejoices.)
· How does Jesus care for us like a shepherd cares for His sheep? (He loves us, values us, and protects us.)
· Why do you think Jesus shared these two parables? (To teach us that He longs to embrace us and longs for us to come to Him; to teach us that He rejoices when lost people come to Jesus.)


Personal Response/Prayer:

Supplies:
small Styrofoam cups and fake coins

Give every child three small Styrofoam cups and one fake coin. Let them play the game from earlier, with the “lost coin” under one of the cups. They can play in pairs, and take turns guessing which cup has the lost coin. 

They can take their games home and play with family and friends this week. As they are playing, they can think about how frantically the woman searched for her lost coin, and how she rejoiced when she found it. Encourage them to remember that God cares for us that same way!


Read and Share Bible DVD (from Tommy Nelson Publisher) also has a good video clip of the story of “One Lost Sheep” on Volume 1. You can purchase it here http://www.thomasnelson.com/read-and-share-dvd-volume-1.html The clip is around 3 minutes long.


Children’s Lessons - Week 3
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Told the Story – The Prodigal Son
Scripture Context:	Luke 15:11-24	
Memory Verse: John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that He lay down His life for His friends.” 
Lesson Goals:
· Children will learn that Jesus forgives us and longs for us to turn to Him.
· Children will realize that Jesus celebrates when we return to Him 
· Children will learn the story of the Prodigal Son.

LARGE GROUP PORTION
Preparation:
Supplies: 
hula hoops, clear container, water, random objects, two eggs, two clear glasses, salt, water, boomerangs

Opening:

The Hula Hoop Backspin challenge is a fun game to open the lesson! All you need is some hula hoops and some space. 

Before the kids arrive, practice throwing the hula hoop so it spins across the room and comes back to you.

Watch this video to get an idea of how this game works…. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyX_22Puwsk

The kids will sit in a line and take turns trying to jump through the hoop without knocking the hoop over as it is spinning on the ground. It is difficult, but not impossible! 

In this game, you had to learn how to “jump through hoops” without knocking it over! What does it mean when someone says they have to jump through hoops? It means they have to work really hard. 
In today’s Bible story, we will learn that we don’t have to work really hard for God’s love; He loves us all no matter what! We will also learn that when we go away from Him, we can always come back to Him! 

How did I make the hula hoop come back to me? By throwing it a certain way! 

Let the kids practice throwing the hula hoops so that they spin a little ways, and then come back to them. If you have space, you could have a contest to see whose can go the furthest away and still come back.


Bible Point:

Read the Bible story from the Bible, and let the kids act it out as you read. You will need a father, two sons, some fake money, some kids pretending to be pigs, a few kids pretending to be servants, and if you want, some sandals, a robe, and a ring.
The Parable of the Lost Son
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

Optional Videos and Slideshows:
“The Prodigal Son” from YouTube (if you use this clip, you can start it at 4:20 for this week’s story; the first parts of the video are from last week’s story) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEq8goiMWwo

Still Motion PowerPoint slides, “The Lost Son” $7 for 19 slides that tell the story (instant download available), from www.worshipfilms.com http://worshipfilms.com/scenes.php?scene_id=782
 
The Lost Son from Worship House Kids website ($9.98); the clip is 2:25 minutes http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/24223/Stick-Figure-Bible--Story-The-Prodigal-Son

This is a cute “Finding Nemo” version of the Prodigal Son. It is 2:36 minutes. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZuqs9iUgjg

Ask the kids if they have ever seen the movie Finding Nemo. Ask them how Nemo is like the son in today’s story, and how Marlin, the dad, is like the father in the story. How far did Nemo’s dad go to find him, and how did he react when he finally found him?

Science Experiment:

Supplies: 
two eggs, two clear glasses, salt, water

Ask the kids what they think will happen when you gently drop the egg in the clear glass with water in it (regular water, not salt water). Do they think it will sink or float? 
Gently drop the egg in the water, and watch it sink.

Then mix about 6 tablespoons of salt into another glass of water and stir it until it is dissolved. While you are stirring, tell the kids that without Jesus in our lives, we think we can make it on our own, but we sink. 
The son in the Bible story thought he could make it on his own, but he realized that he needed his father. 

Gently drop the egg in the salt water, and watch it float. 

Without Jesus, we are like the egg that sank. The son in the Bible story sank to rock bottom and ended up eating with the pigs! What has happened in your life when you sank without God?

With Jesus in our lives, we are raised up with His love, His power, and His forgiveness. How has knowing Jesus made your life better?

(Option: if you don’t want to use eggs, you can also try this experiment using an orange in regular water. With its peel on, it floats; with its peel off, it sinks)

Game: Will it sink, or will it float?

Supplies: 
clear container, water, random objects

Fill a large, clear container with water. Gather some random objects (ideas: apple, coin, pencil, paper clip, rubber band, etc). Ask the kids each time if they think the object will sink or float. If they guess sink, they will lie down on the floor. If they guess float, they will stand up. 

If we try to live without Jesus, will we sink or float? We will sink! We need Jesus, and even more importantly, He wants us to come to Him. He is ready and willing to offer love, grace, and forgiveness, no matter what we have done! All you have to do is come to Him and ask.

Worship:

I am a Friend of God - $10, Shout Praises Kids http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/15490/Friend-Of-God

Memory Verse: John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that He lay down His life for His friends.” 

Practice the verse aloud with the kids. Play this video (or just put the verse up on the screen), and while the verse is on the screen, ask the kids to go around the room and recite the memory verse to four friends.
 http://www.worshiphousekids.com/mini-movies/23574/What-A-Friend-John-1513-Niv 

· How do you know that Jesus is your friend?
· How should friends treat each other?
How did the son treat the father in today’s Bible story? How did the father treat the son?

Small Group Portion:
Discussion Questions:
· Describe the father in the Bible story. How is he like God? (They are both loving, caring, forgiving, rejoicing when we come to them.)
· How do you know that Jesus loves you deeply? (He laid down His life for us.)
· Why do we sometimes turn away from God? (We get focused on ourselves; because of sin or temptation, we sometimes get too busy.)
· Is it hard to come back to God to ask forgiveness when you sin? Why or why not?
· How does God feel about us when we come to Him and ask for forgiveness, and give our lives to Him? (He rejoices, He welcomes us.)


Personal Response/Prayer:

Object Lesson and Take Home Object:

Supplies: Boomerangs

What is a boomerang, and why is it special? 
Boomerangs are cool, because you can throw them far away, and they will come back to you (if you have enough space, you can demonstrate). 

How does this remind you of the Bible story?

The father let his son go, and the son finally came back. I think the most important part of this story is the father’s reaction to the son’s homecoming. He celebrated and rejoiced, and forgave his son for his mistakes!

This is a reminder to us that no matter how far we go from God, we can ALWAYS come back to Him. And He will celebrate and rejoice when we do!

You can order boomerangs (48 boomerangs for $13.50) from Oriental Trading here http://www.orientaltrading.com/colorful-boomerangs-a2-16_605-12-1.fltr?Ntt=boomerang 

Pray and encourage the kids to ask God for forgiveness and remember that He is always willing to embrace us and forgive us when we come to Him.












		



Children’s Lessons - Week 4
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are to Share the Story
Scripture Context:	Romans 1:16
Memory Verse:  Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes.”
Lesson Goals:
· Children will learn that we have power in the Gospel
· Children will realize that God wants us all to share the Good News 
· Children will learn that we don’t have to be ashamed or embarrassed to share Jesus with others
LARGE GROUP PORTION
Preparation:
Supplies: bullhorn or megaphone, a fan or a lamp that plugs in, and colored construction paper or beads in the following colors: black, red, white, yellow, and green
Small Group Portion: glow sticks
Opening:

Supplies: bullhorn or megaphone (or even a microphone) 

Would anyone be embarrassed to shout into this bullhorn? We don’t want to embarrass anyone, but if you think you would like to come up and shout into it; let’s take turns shouting out what we had for breakfast this morning! Say it with enthusiasm, like you are really proud of what you ate for breakfast! Even if it was just a Pop-Tart or a piece of toast. 

Let the kids take turns shouting into the megaphone or bullhorn what they had for breakfast that morning. 

Some of us get embarrassed when shouting out loud for everyone to hear, and some of us don’t! But one thing that we can all do without embarrassment is tell others about Jesus! We are going to learn today how we can do that.

Bible Point:
What does it mean to be unashamed of the Gospel? It means we are not embarrassed. It means we know God’s power is in the Gospel, and we can share it with others. 

Wordless Book – Supplies: construction paper in the following colors: Black, red, white, yellow, green; staples and scissors
Colored Bracelet – Supplies: yarn or a leather cord; beads in the following colors: black, red, white, yellow, green 

You can make a book or a bracelet with the kids. If you make a book, cut the construction paper so each child has a piece of each color, then help the kids staple the pieces together. If you make a bracelet, give each child a piece of yarn or cord and one of each of the beads. 

These are tools to help us share the Gospel with others. When you are wearing your bracelet, and someone asks about it, this will help you share the Gospel with them. Go through each color and read the following to understand what each color means….

The Wordless Book or Bracelet 

· Black – Romans 3:23 (All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God). The dark page stands for sin and darkness without God. We are all sinners, and we have all messed up and need God’s help.
· Red – John 3:16 (For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life). The red page stands for the blood of Christ. He was perfect, but He died to take the punishment for our sins, so we can be forgiven. 
· White – Psalm 51:7 (Cleanse me and I will be clean; wash me and I will be whiter than snow). The white page stands for Jesus washing us and making us clean and new! He takes away our sins and transforms us into a new creation.
· Yellow/Gold – Revelation 21:18 (…The city was pure gold, as pure as glass). The yellow or gold stands for heaven! When we ask Jesus to forgive us and make us clean, then He becomes our best friend, and we can go to heaven with Him for eternity when we die! This is the only way to get to heaven.
· Green – 2 Peter 3:18 (But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ). The green stands for growing in our relationship with Jesus! This is an important part of becoming a disciple, or follower, of Jesus. We can grow through prayer, worship, church, and reading the Word.

After the kids make their books or bracelets, let them take turns practicing sharing their messages with others. You can print copies of the descriptions and give one to each child, to help them remember what each color stands for.

Object Lesson:

Supplies: Something that plugs into a power outlet (a fan or a lamp is ideal)

Hold up the item. Will it work if it’s not plugged in? 
No, because it needs power. I can do whatever I want to try to get it to work without plugging it in, but it will not work unless it is connected to power. 
We need power and we can only get it from God. Without God, there is no power, no Gospel and no truth. 
We can plug into HIM like this lamp plugs into the wall, and get our power from God. 

Romans 1:16 says that the Gospel gives us power. Whenever you start to feel afraid or embarrassed to share the Good News with others, think about this verse, and imagine yourself plugging into God’s power.


Songs:

Not Ashamed, Yancy $12 http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/36886/Not-Ashamed

I am Not Ashamed, $10, Shout Praises Kids http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/15492/I-Am-Not-Ashamed

I’m Not Ashamed, Uncle Charlie, $10 http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/23211/Im-Not-Ashamed

Ask Me, I Know, Yancy, $12 http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/22334/Ask-Me-I-Know

SMALL GROUP PORTION
Discussion:
· How do you act when you are not ashamed about something?
· How can you show this week that you are not ashamed of the Gospel?
· Who can you share the Gospel with this week? And how can you start a conversation with someone?
· What can you do when you start to feel ashamed or embarrassed about being a Christian?


Personal Response/Prayer:

Supplies: glow sticks

Look up and read together Matthew 5:16 “In the same way, let your light so shine before others, that they may see your good works and praise your Father in heaven.”

We are all called to be a light for Jesus. Are you a light for Jesus in your school? In your home? In your neighborhood? In the world? How can you shine brightly for Him?

Give each child a glow stick to take home, as a reminder that we can all be unashamed and that we can be a light for Jesus wherever we go.

Pray with the kids and ask God to help us all be unashamed as we share His story with others this week.





Children’s Lessons - Week 5
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are Assured

Lesson Title:  There’s No Question

Scripture Context:	John 3:16, John 14:26-27  

Memory Verse:   John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson Goals:

· Children will learn that there is no reason to question God’s love
· Children will realize that God is always with them
· Children will create a picture to remind themselves of John 3:16

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

-Create a PowerPoint for the intro
-Cut-out of a Heart
-Cut-out of a Cross
-Heaven Sign
-Holy Spirit Sign


Small Group Supplies:

-Bible
-Black construction paper
-Crayons, markers, or colored pencils
-White paper
-Glue


Opening/Intro:

Create a PowerPoint with many different pictures. Include pictures of different people from your church and/or those from different cultures, animals, and bugs. Go through one picture at a time, and for each picture, ask the children, “Does God love ______?” Each answer will be “yes”. Have them shout out the answer each time. This will help show your point in the lesson that God loves the world! 

Bible Point:

Say:
How many of you have heard the Bible verse, John 3:16? Can anyone say it by memory? (Have one or two kids recite the verse; if no one can, just read it) This is one very important verse, and is a great one to have in our hearts so we can always remember it. Today we are going to break down the verse a little bit and walk through it together. 

The first part says, “For God so loved the world . . .” (Hold up the heart cut out as a visual.) God loved the world! Does that mean that He just has certain things here on earth that He thinks are extra special and just loves those things? (No!) Or does that mean that God just picks out certain people on earth and loves them? (No!) No, of course not! God loves each and every one of you so much! I can say that with confidence because of what comes next in the verse. 

The next part says, “. . . that he gave his one and only Son . . .” (Hold up the cross cut out as a visual) Wow! So now remember, God loves us all! That is huge just by itself, but now think about this phrase. God loved each of us so much that He gave His Son, God’s only Son! He sent Him to earth to die an awful death on a cross, and it was all for us! The Bible also says that this love was so great, that God would have done it all for just one of us! Think about that: God loves you so much that he gave His Son! 

The rest of the verse says, “. . . that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (Hold up a sign that says “Heaven” as a visual) Because God loved us so much, He sent his Son, who then died for us so we can be saved. You may be asking how does that work? Well, it is very simple, and it is exactly what the verse says. All we have to do is believe in God, and we will have eternal life! There is no reason to question that! God meant what He said

God loves each of us so much that He would give his Son to die an awful death, so we can be forgiven and have eternal life! But if that wasn’t enough already, God is also still with us and never leaves us. God does not want us to stray away from His teachings and His promises. 

He wants us to have a relationship with Him and to grow into a strong Christian. But God also knows that we cannot do that alone. Let me explain. John 14:26-27 says, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (Hold up a sign that says “Holy Spirit” for a visual.) 

This verse is telling us that God has given us the Holy Spirit who will be with us each step of the way. He will help us keep on the right track with God. This will help us to not be afraid, and help us to make the right decisions. 
These few verses that we talked about help us know that we are assured! In other words, we can be absolutely positive of who God is, what God did for us, and that He is always there for us. There is no reason to question that!


Activity:
 
Bible Pass:

As the children stand in a circle, the first person says the first word of the verse.
He or she passes the Bible to the person on the left or right, and that child must say the second word. He or she then passes to the right or left until the verse is complete.

Small Group Portion:

Discussion:

1. What was the verse we focused on today? (John 3:16.)
2. This verse is very important; what does it mean for you?  (Example: It means God loves me, He sent his Son for me, and Jesus died for me so I can go to heaven one day.)
3. What does it mean to be assured?  (There is no doubt, absolutely positive.)
4. How can we be assured that we are Christians?  (If we have asked for forgiveness, asked Jesus into our lives.)

Personal Response/Prayer:

God Loves the World

Each child will need a piece of black construction paper for the finished project. On one sheet of white paper, have them draw and color the world. For younger kids, you can always have a coloring sheet that they can fill in and cut out. Once they all have the world drawn and colored, they can cut them out. Then, they will all draw and color a heart. Make sure the hearts aren’t too big so they can go in the middle of the world. Then the kids can cut out the hearts as well. Children will glue their world onto the black construction paper, then glue the heart to the world. Using a white crayon or colored pencil, have the kids write either the whole verse, or at least the phrase “For God so loved the world” on the black part of the paper. 

End with prayer. Remind your group about what Jesus did for them. Make sure they all understand. If possible, ask if any of them would like to ask Jesus into his or her life. If so, make sure to take the time to pray with those who do, and talk to them about this decision. 







Children’s Lessons - Week 6
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Grow – I’m a Big Kid Now

Scripture Context:	2 Peter 3:18

Memory Verse:  2 Peter 3:18 “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”

Lesson Goals:

· Children will learn that to be healthy, they must be growing.
· Children will realize that to be growing, they need to be reading their Bibles and praying. 
· Children will create a tree to remind them of growth.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Gather a healthy plant, and one dying plant, or pictures of each

Small Group Supplies:

-Penny
-Green and brown construction paper
-White or any other paper
-Glue
-Seeds (optional)

Opening/Intro:

Show kids a live, healthy plant and then the same type of plant that is almost dead. If you cannot have the actual plant there, use pictures of a healthy and then dying plant. 

Say:
When looking at each of these plants, which one is healthy? (The taller one) Of course! This one is growing tall and strong. How can you tell this other one is not healthy? Because it is not growing, it is actually shriveling down and getting smaller! 

What makes a plant grow? 
What makes a plant die?
Today we are going to see how these two plants tie into our own lives and relationships with God. 

Bible Point:

Say:

Are all of you healthy? How do you know you are healthy? 
You hopefully are not coughing all the time, you are able to run and play, you can talk, you can learn, and you are growing. Especially at the ages you are now, you are growing a lot each year. That is what is supposed to happen, and it is a good sign that you are a healthy kid! 

That is the same way with our relationship with God. If our relationship with Him is growing, it is a sign that it is healthy. Look at this verse with me. It is found in 2 Peter 3:18 and it says, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” This verse is talking about our growing in the grace and knowledge of God. 

How can you grow in the knowledge of God? What does that even look like? (See what they think) Well, let’s talk about that. One way we can grow is by reading the Bible, which is God’s word. That is a great way to grow in our knowledge of God, with reading His word! You can learn more about God, about what all He has done for us, and so much more! Reading our Bible helps us learn more, helps us grow in our relationship with God, and draws us closer to Him. 

Another way to grow is through prayer. Many of you may say you prayed today, but what was that prayer like? Did you just list off all the things that are going wrong and how God can fix them? Did you just ask God for different things you want and need? It is ok to talk to God about anything. That is a part of prayer – asking God for help and for things you need. But there is so much more to prayer. 

It can be a real conversation with God, thanking Him for all the things He has done for you and has blessed you with, praising Him for being with you each step of the day. Also, you can ask for forgiveness for the wrong things you have done, as well as praying, or interceding, for others. Another great thing to do while praying, is to sit and listen for God. This one is hard and it takes practice, but just try it. You may be surprised. Prayer is another great way to grow in your knowledge of God and grow in your relationship with Him. 
	
There are two ways to go with all of this. You can do what you can to stay healthy and continue to grow in your knowledge and in your relationship with God through reading the Bible and praying. This will help you grow and stay healthy like this tall plant. Or, you can end up like this shriveled plant, not growing, and therefore not healthy in your relationship with God. 

Prayer/Closing:

Take some time to close in prayer. Ask the children to think about their own lives and if they think they are growing and healthy, or shriveling up. Lead them in a time of prayer to ask God to help them grow. 

Activity :

Pass the Penny:

Form a circle as the children stand with hands folded together, palm to palm. Start passing a penny around the circle as music plays. When the music stops, the child with the penny will recite the verse. The game is over when time is called or when everyone has a turn. 

The verse is 2 Peter 3:18 “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”

We Must Grow:

First, the kids will have fun making a mess with the construction paper. Take green construction paper, one per child, and then kids can tear it into pieces. These pieces will be the leaves for a tree. Then have them do the same with a brown piece of paper. Children now will make their own tree. 

They will take the pieces they tore up and glue them onto another piece of paper in the form of a tree. If they have time, they can write on the paper what they learned about growing in their relationship with God. 

Small Group Portion:

Discussion:

1. How do you know if you are healthy? (If you are growing)
2. Is it possible to be unhealthy in your relationship with God? (Yes, if you are not growing or not spending time with God)
3. How can you be sure you have a healthy relationship with God? (If you are growing in your faith, and growing more Christ-like)
4. How can you grow in your relationship with God? (By reading your Bible and praying, and spending time with God)

Personal Response/Prayer:

If possible, pass out a seed to each of the kids. Talk through what they learned today about growing. Have them keep the seeds as a reminder. Encourage them to put the seed where they will see it and be reminded of what they learned today. 


Children’s Lessons - Week 7
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Have a Burden – It’s Lighter Together

Scripture Context:	Matthew 9:37-38

Memory Verse:  Matthew 9:37 “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.”

Lesson Goals:

· Children will learn what it means to carry a burden for unbelievers.
· Children will realize that we can work as a team to carry this burden. 
· Children will make a commitment to carry the burden for unbelievers together.

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:

Small Group Supplies:
-Large piece of paper (One per group)
-Pens or pencils


Opening/Intro:

Depending on the size of your group, you may need to adjust how you do this. But if you are able to, have your whole class get into groups of three and then come forward to you as the leader. Then as groups come to you, take one child from the three and have him or her sit on one side of the room, and the other two in that group will sit on the other side. Do this for all your groups of three. This will be a powerful visual for the children in the lesson. 

Bible Point:

Say: 

“Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” This is what the Bible says in Matthew 9:37-38: “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.” What do you think Jesus was talking about? 

He was talking to his disciples; were they talking about an actual field with some sort of crop? No…of course not! Jesus was talking about people, like you and me. 
	
As Jesus was talking with His disciples, He was trying to show them that there are so many people out there that do not know who He (Jesus) is. Then the workers that Jesus mentioned in this verse are the disciples, but He also was talking about us, if we are Christians. We are God’s workers. He wants and needs us to see how many people in the world are lost and have nothing to live for. These people need Jesus. He wants and needs us to see how many people have not asked God to forgive them and come into their lives, and because they have not, they will not be going to heaven one day. These people need Jesus. 
	
When we begin to realize how many people are still in need of Jesus and that really starts to hit us in a hard way, then it means it has become a burden. A burden is like carrying a heavy load. The number of people who need Jesus is a huge burden to carry, but if we all are carrying that burden, we can work together as the body of Christ. We must carry this burden. Otherwise these people may not ever hear about God. But we do not need to carry it on our own. 
	
I want you all to look around. I split up your groups of three up I did that for a reason. Let’s pretend you walk into a store and you look up and see three random people. It is said that two out of every three people do not go to any kind of church. A few moments ago, we organized you into groups of three, and we took one person out of each group. We put you all of you “ones” together, and now you are the small group that goes to church. Then the rest of you, we are pretending that you do not go to any church. The harvest that Jesus was talking about in those verses is this group over here. It is twice the size of the group that does go to church.
	
Now what would happen if some of you who do go to church would decide that, yes, there are people that need to know about God, but oh well, other people can invite them to church and tell them about God. If that happened, then the amount of workers just went down even more. Do you see why it is so important for all of us to carry the burden together so we all can be workers for the harvest? We need to work as a team and carry this burden together! 


Activity:
 
Picture Verses:

Display a Bible verse for all to see. Distribute paper and markers or crayons. Let each child draw a picture of what the verse means to him. Each will describe his or her picture to the group and after their description; he or she will quote the verse. The verse is Matthew 9:37 “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.”


Too Heavy Alone:

Find an object, something like a desk, that would be too heavy for one child to pick up alone. Once the object is identified by your group, have one child go and try to pick it up alone, and even if they can lift it an inch or two, point out that there is no way they can carry it across the room. Then have a few kids go and lift the object together and show that together they can move it. 

The object represents the burden that we must carry for unbelievers. It is too much to carry alone, that is why we must work together, and all carry that burden. 

Small Group Portion:

Discussion Questions:

1. What is a burden? (A heavy load, something that weighs on our hearts)
2. We talked about a specific burden today; what was that burden? (To reach unbelievers)
3. Who is supposed to carry this burden? (All Christians)
4. What does it look like to carry a burden like this? (We all need to be concerned about it, we all need to work at reaching unbelievers.)
5. What are some ways you can reach out to unbelievers? (befriend them, invite them to church, look for ways to help them, etc.)

Personal Response/Prayer:

Commitment:

Talk with your group about carrying the burden together and that it is a commitment to work together to reach unbelievers. Ask each of them if they are willing to be a part of the team that carries this burden together. Once you have asked each of them, make a commitment form together. 

As the leader, write what you as a group are committing to. It can be something like this: “Today on ______(date)______, we commit to work together as a team of believers to carry the burden of reaching unbelievers for God.” Then have everyone sign the commitment, if they said they wanted to be a part of it. Then pray for your group, that each of them will hold to this commitment and that many will come to know God through this group of kids! 

		







Children’s Lessons - Week 8
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are to Go and Make Disciples – It Starts with One

Scripture Context:	Matthew 28:16-20

Memory Verse:  

Matthew 28:19 “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Lesson Goals:

· Children will learn what it means to make disciples. 
· Children will realize that even as kids, they can make disciples. 
· Children will play Follow the Leader, to show that they too can be leaders

LARGE GROUP PORTION

Preparation:   Stickers for every child

Opening/Intro:

Pick out one child to start your demonstration. Give them several stickers or something else that they can pass on. Tell them to go and give a sticker to one person. The child they chose is now a part of it. Now the two of them must go and each give a sticker to a child. There should now be four children involved. Next, those four go and each give a sticker to a child. Now there should be eight children. Keep this cycle going until all the kids have received a sticker and are involved. 

Say:

This whole cycle of passing out stickers started with just one person, and now the whole group is involved. It only starts with one. That is the same with telling others about God and making disciples for Him. It starts with one person, just like you, and if they go tell one person, then they each tell one more, then those four tell one more, etc. Soon it will be like what happened in this room, with everyone knowing about God. Let’s jump into the lesson and find out more about making disciples. 

Bible Point:

Say:
Think about everything you know and have learned so far in your life. How did you come to know all of that? Did you just wake up this morning and, suddenly, it was all in your head and you just knew it? No, of course not. Well then, were you just born with all that knowledge? No, not at all! Then how did you learn it? Someone probably taught you. 

You have learned most of what you know today because someone took the time to teach you in one way or another. When you were really young, your parents taught you most of everything. They helped you begin to talk, walk, eat, play, and all of those types of things. If you have siblings, they might have been a part of teaching you some of those things too. They might have also taught by example and you just watched them. Then, when you got into school, your teachers have been a huge part in what you know today. It is the same way with here at church, with your leaders. So really, in the end, most of what you know today, someone else taught you either with actually teaching you or by example. 
	
That is the same when it comes to Christianity and being a believer. When you first become a Christian and ask Jesus to forgive you and come into your life, how do you know what to do next? Most likely, you need someone to help you figure out the next steps. If you have been a Christian, you may know what the next steps are. They include reading your Bible and spending time with God every day. Others include praying to God and talking with Him, as well as going to church, getting involved, serving others, and doing what you can to learn more and more about God. Well, if you are sitting there going, “Duh, I already know and do all of that,” great! Then this is the perfect lesson for you today. 
	
If you have been a Christian and are doing what you can to stick with those steps of a relationship with God, now it is your turn to teach others. No you don’t have to make up a class or speak in front of a huge group of people. You just simply practice this verse. Matthew 28:19 “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” You go and make disciples. 
	
For you to go and make disciples, it probably looks different than what you may think. When I say I want you to go and make disciples, I mean, go and build relationships with other people, other kids, who may not know about God. Then if they do come to know God and become a Christian, now you can help them learn about what it means to have an actual relationship with God. You can help them know what the next steps are, and talk to them about all the things you already know about God. If you do that, even with just one other kid, you are making a disciple for God and that is what God has called us to do. If all the Christians would just keep to themselves and not go out and build those relationships, then no one else would ever be able to learn what it means to have a relationship with God. Let’s work together, follow what God commanded, and go and make disciples for God! 

Activity:
 
A fun song to go with the lesson would be “Tell the World” by Hillsong Kids. 

Another song that can be purchased is http://www.worshiphousekids.com/song-tracks/15037/Go. This song is available on Worship House Kids website for $15 for instant download, or from Seeds Family Worship Tracks

Optional: 

Using the Great Commission as your guide, ask the kids to make up their own song about going into the world to share the Gospel. 

Share-a-Verse: 

The children will sit in a circle. Whisper the first word of the verse to one child. He or she will then whisper that word to the next person and so on until the last person who will say the word aloud. Whisper each word to the first person as soon as he or she has passed the word to the next person. 

Can the last person say the entire verse aloud without mistake? The verse is Matthew 28:19 “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

SMALL GROUP PORTION

Discussion:

1. Who taught you everything you know today? (Parents, siblings, teachers, etc.)
2. How did you learn what it meant to be a Christian and have a relationship with God? (Any answer is acceptable; ask a few kids to share about when they became a Christian and who taught them about having a relationship with God.)
3. Can young kids make disciples? (Yes, if you are a Christian)
4. If you were to tell a friend about God and they became a Christian, what things would you teach them about having a relationship with God? (Read their Bible, prayer, going to church, having Christ-like attitude, etc.)

Personal Response/Prayer:

Follow the Leader:

Play Follow the Leader with your group. After you play, explain that each of them can be a leader and teach others about the right way to go, just like you do in the game. A big part of being a Christian is setting a godly example for others. It only takes one person to start a sequence of people to make decisions for Christ. Are you going to be that one?

Have all the kids close their eyes and think about what they learned today. Have them ask themselves if they are ready to be that one that is going to teach someone else about what it means to be a Christian. Give them a few seconds to pray and think on their own and then close in prayer over your group. 






  2016 © Church Multiplication and Discipleship Division of The Wesleyan Church	1
image1.png
SpringlLie




