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His Passion: Our Response
All: Are to Share the Story

Scripture Focus:

Romans 1:16 calls on the believer to unashamedly share the message of the gospel with everyone. 

Sermon Introduction:

Good news is meant to be shared.  

The sports fan whose team wins the championship posts the news on Facebook and Twitter.  He wears his team jersey and the championship hat everywhere he goes.  He wants everybody to know the good news.  

The unemployed worker who has applied to more places that she can even count gets a call to let her know that they are offering a job.  She gathers her kids into the family room and tells them the good news.

The couple that, for years, has been visiting the fertility specialist because they desperately want to have a baby finds out that they are expecting.  They will become parents after all.  They call their family and friends and share the good news.  

Good news is meant to be shared.  Once you hear the good news and you know it to be true, you share it with those around you.  You want everyone to know the good news that you’ve just received.

The good news of the gospel is no different.  

Sermon Content:

1. The Audience: Everyone

Paul makes it clear that the intended audience for the gospel message is everyone.  He says it is for the Jew and the Gentile.  In Paul’s day these were the two major categories of humanity.  For him to include both in this passage is his way of saying that no one is excluded from the gospel.  Everyone should hear the good news.  

2. The Message: The Gospel

The word “gospel” literally means good news.  It is the Greek word from which we get our word evangelical or evangelism.  It is a message of good news that is to be proclaimed to others so they can know the good news too.  It is this word that the Scriptures use to talk about the message and ministry of Jesus.

In fact, the writers of the Synoptic Gospels all have Jesus identifying his message about the kingdom of God as good news (Matt. 4:23, Mk. 1:15, Lk. 4:43).  And what is this good news?  It is that kingdom of God is breaking into the world through the person and ministry of Jesus.  He has come to bring the kingdom near to humanity; he has come to make the kingdom accessible to us so that we can live in its reality.

Paul looks at the good news of the gospel differently.  In 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 Paul outlines the Gospel this way: 1) Jesus died, 2) He was buried, and 3) He rose again and appeared to the disciples.

Jesus sees the good news as the kingdom of God; Paul sees it as the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Are these two different gospels?  

No.  It seems as if they are both looking at the same thing, only from different perspectives.  Jesus is concerned with the FOCUS of the good news – that we would enter into the kingdom of God and begin to live in its reality in the here and now.  Paul is concerned with the FOUNDATION of the good news – the person and work of Jesus Christ, in particular his death, burial and glorious resurrection.  

Here’s the point.  Jesus made a way for everyone to enter into the kingdom of God and begin to live in its reality in the here and now.  Jesus paid the price and defeated death, hell, and the grave so we could be completely transformed, so that we could live the life God originally intended for us to live.  And we can enter that life by putting our faith in Jesus Christ and deciding to follow him for the rest of our lives.  This is good news!  This is the message that is to be shared with everyone!

3. The Messenger: Everyone Who Believes

So who is supposed to share this message?  Everyone who believes is a messenger of the gospel.  If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you are called to share this story with anyone and everyone.

Conclusion:

Good news is meant to be shared.  Once you hear the good news and you know it to be true, you share it with those around you.  You want everyone to know the good news that you’ve just received.

You shouldn’t be ashamed of the Gospel.  There is nothing to be ashamed of; this message forgives sins, transforms lives, and changes the world.  Share it wherever you go!
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