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Evangelism/Witnessing
1st Sunday      All: Are Welcomed               	Luke 15:1-2
2nd Sunday     All: Are Embraced                	Luke 15:3-10
3rd Sunday      All: Are Told the Story           Luke 15:11-24
4th Sunday      All: Are to Share the Story  	Romans 1:16

Easter Sunday       

Discipleship/Following
5th Sunday      We: Are Assured                 	John 3:16, John 14:26-27
6th Sunday      We: Must Grow                      2 Peter 3:18
7th Sunday      We: Must Have a Burden    	Matthew 9:37-38
8th Sunday      We: Are to Go and Make       	Matthew 28:16-20
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Youth Lessons - Week 1
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Welcomed

Purpose:
Even when others isolate or reject us, God goes to great lengths to welcome and establish a real relationship with us. 
Text: (Luke 15:1-2, NLT)
1 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2 This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such despicable people—even eating with them! 
Introduction:
Imagine you are in the food court of the mall with some friends grabbing dinner before a movie. As you sit down you notice a group of students walk in who are loud, obnoxious and somewhat scary. For many of us, our next move is to turn away to avoid eye contact, or possibly to move to the other side of the food court to keep from hearing the profanity or slurs we anticipate will come from their conversation. We definitely don’t want to become the object of their jokes and ridicule because we came to have an enjoyable evening, right? Sometimes we say or do such things out of fear or maybe out of self-preservation, but the reality is most often we dismiss or ignore people like this because we have “better” and “more important” things to do. 
What if this passage is teaching us to reconsider all of that? For some of us, if we are honest, we are those students, and for others, we used to be them. Regardless, Jesus teaches us in this passage that no matter how far from God someone appears to be, He wants to sit with them, hear their story, and extend the same grace He did to the rejected and ostracized people in this text. 
Lesson:
There are two parts to this passage that are unavoidable, the first is the amazing grace Jesus extends to the “unworthy” of the society and the second is the “judgment” of the religious leaders who cannot believe Jesus is spending time with sinners. This is at the very core of the mystery of the Gospel, that what once appeared exclusive has always been about including anyone and everyone who would trust and obey God. Our challenge is to see those around us the way Jesus did in this passage, as people who need God’s love. Nothing they have done can erase the fact that He wants not only to redeem them, but to restore them into a right relationship with Him. As the Church, we must resist the temptation to separate ourselves from or ignore the very people God wants us to reach. 
There will always be people in your life who may seem like they are too far gone, so far from God that they would never be open to His love. Or maybe they think they’ve disqualified themselves from the opportunity to be extended His grace. Sometimes it’s a family member, sometimes it is a friend, sometimes it is a stranger, but here we find some good news: no matter what your past is or what you see your future becoming, our God welcomes you to be in a real relationship with Him. We see here that He is willing to go to great lengths to establish this relationship, even if it costs Him his reputation with the “religious” onlookers. If any of us want to follow Him, we may have to accept the fact that we may be criticized too for following His example. 
Challenge: 
1. All of us at some point have been like the sinner Jesus is eating with in this text, far from a relationship with God. If you are there, are you willing to acknowledge that He welcomes you into a relationship with Him just as you are?
2. Have you ever felt invisible, rejected or left out? Most people have at some point, but few use their memory of that feeling to motivate them to reach out to others. What if you chose to do that today? What if God has strategically placed you in a school, city, youth group, etc. to reach the lost and hurting? Will you avoid the cost of such boldness by shrinking back or will you accept the challenge to be an ambassador of Christ’s love and grace as though God is making His appeal to others through you. 
3. Come back next time to hear about how we are not only welcomed, but we are all embraced by God too.

Youth Lessons - Week 2
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Embraced

Purpose:
To convey the level of care and compassion God has for each person who finds himself or herself disconnected from Him and the joy in Heaven when one person repents and begins to follow God.
Text: (Luke 15:3-10, NLT)
3 So Jesus used this illustration: 4 “If you had one hundred sheep, and one of them strayed away and was lost in the wilderness, wouldn’t you leave the ninety-nine others to go and search for the lost one until you found it? 5 And then you would joyfully carry it home on your shoulders. 6 When you arrived, you would call together your friends and neighbors to rejoice with you because your lost sheep was found. 7 In the same way, heaven will be happier over one lost sinner who returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! 8 “Or suppose a woman has ten valuable silver coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp and look in every corner of the house and sweep every nook and cranny until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors to rejoice with her because she has found her lost coin. 10 In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one sinner repents.”
Introduction:
Last week we talked about how God welcomes all of us into a relationship with Him no matter what we’ve done in our past. Today we take it a step further to show the care and compassion He has for the lost and hurting. I think all of us can relate to not being able to find something that is important to us. Maybe a wallet, a cell phone, a watch or some other important item, but all of us know that nervous tension that comes when you realize it is gone and you don’t know if you’ll ever get it back. 
There is something about that intense time of focus where it is easy to zone other things out until you know it is safely back in your hands. What joy and peace comes over you when you find it; when you don’t have to be concerned anymore about the damage others may incur to it or to you. It is a time of pure relief that is indescribable. If you can relate to that, then you’ll probably relate to this passage today. Here Jesus compares a lost soul to that of an important item that has been lost and the length He is willing to go to get each of us back. 
Lesson:
In order to capture the power of this comparison, let me give a personal example. Years ago my college class ring slipped off my finger while I was swimming. It was a pretty important item, particularly since I was the first in my family to graduate from college. Compare that to my wedding ring now that I rarely take off. I see it every day; it is important, but I know where it is. Now imagine that I’m at the beach and I come across my college class ring halfway buried in the sand. I will be more excited about putting it back on my finger, than I would be to have my wedding ring on that day. Not because one is more important than the other, but because it is hard to compare something that is in your possession to something that has been lost and is finally found. 
Many misinterpret this text by saying that God doesn’t care about the ninety-nine and then make the case that we should be more concerned about evangelism than discipleship. That is not at the heart of this passage. Both evangelism and discipleship are core to our faith, but what blows me away here is the level of care and compassion God has for both the sheep that are with Him and how He pursues any of His lost sheep. 
Why is the lost sheep so important? Maybe because it is disconnected from its shepherd, no food, no water, and also vulnerable to the elements and those who would prey on it. Maybe because it is separated from the communion and fellowship of the other sheep. Or maybe because it is lost to itself, it doesn’t know where it is as it wanders endlessly, looking for a way back or just a safe place like it had under the shepherd’s care. I think we would all agree that the sheep is doomed if it is not found and the fact is, so are we.
Something else I love about this text is the unbridled passion you hear in God’s heart for any of us who are lost and how Heaven rejoices when one of us who is lost repents. To repent simply means to turn back or change directions. It means if I am going in one direction away from God, I should turn back and head towards Him. Repenting is more than an apology, it is the resolve that I don’t plan on heading in that direction or doing that ever again. This passage says that when one of us repents, all of heaven rejoices. What was once lost, has now been found. 
Challenge: 
1. Are you lost? Is someone around you lost? Isn’t it good to know that someone has being looking for you and them? God has not given up on His search to find you and neither should you give up on pursuing the hearts of those who are lost around you. Find ways this week to show how excited you are that you have a God who will do whatever it takes to get you and those around you back under His care. 
2. Come back next time to hear about how we are not only welcomed and embraced, but how God wants everyone to hear His amazing story. 


Youth Lessons - Week 3
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are Told the Story

Purpose: To encourage students to see that you don’t have to get “cleaned up” or “get yourself together” before our loving Father will pursue you and that He is ready not only to forgive you, but restore you. Even rebellious and estranged children should be told this story and realize they can repent and come home.
Text: Luke 15:11-24
Introduction:
In Luke’s Gospel we see that he is compelled to talk about the saving acts of God and the way that Jesus fulfills the historical kingdom we hear about in the Old Testament. Earlier he talks about this being the year of the Lord’s favor (4:18-19) and then uses the language of the Jubilee (Leviticus 25), which most had connected to the messianic kingdom. This was a season of compassion, forgiveness and recovering what was lost. It is in this context that this story of the lost son is told. 
Many people can identify with the lost or prodigal son. This dramatic story captures what is at the heart of every person, which is the desire to be free to make our own decisions and pursue what we want with no questions asked. The problem with this approach is if you have a tainted and selfish view of “freedom.” it will not be long before you find yourself lost and alone. 
Lesson:
Every teenager or young adult I’ve ever met has always come to a place where they felt like getting out from under their parents’ leadership, home, and rules would be the day they could shout like Braveheart, “FREEDOM!” We see this illustrated well in the story of the “Lost Son” whene although he asks for his inheritance in a disrespectful manner. Many can identify with why he would ask for the opportunity to do things on his own. What is surprising is that the father in the story grants him his wish and gives him the opportunity to leave and find his own way. 
The story takes a turn when we find that he spends all of his money in “wasteful” living and then has to resort to feeding pigs to make a living. While feeding the pigs, he comes to his senses and remembers his father, his home, and what he was taught. He swallows his pride and heads back home with a repentant heart. When he arrives, he does not find his father to be judgmental, but gracious, as he forgives his son and restores him to his previous status in the family. As both his household and his brother look on in shock, the father displays a perfect picture of any father’s love for his children and a great example of God’s love for us. 
All of us have the rebellion and selfishness we see in this son. Whether it comes out in our actions or plays out in our thoughts patterns, we have to be diligent in allowing God to uproot this and help heal our hearts. What I love about this story that everyone should be told is that you don’t have to clean yourself up and get yourself “together” before this loving father will pursue you so that He can restore his relationship with you. The question will always be, what will it take for you to come to your senses, humble yourself and come home. 
Challenge: 
1. Is there an area in your life where you know you are rebelling, prideful or selfish? You know you’ve guarded that area saying to God, “You can have everything except this!” What do you think would happen if you gave that over to God too? I challenge you not to leave him again and risk the chance of never returning, but open your heart to this loving Father who knows your story and simply wants you to come home. 
2. Come back next time to hear about how we are not only told the story, but how we are all to share this amazing story. 


Youth Lessons - Week 4
His Passion: Our Purpose

All: Are To Share the Story

Purpose:
To challenge students to share God’s story and how that intersects with their story in every way imaginable with those who will listen to this Good News. 
Text: Romans 1:16, NLT
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—Jews first and also Gentiles.
Introduction:
Who could possibly be better at telling us about overcoming the fear of being ridiculed and isolated for believing the Good News about Christ than Paul? He was one of the best known scholars of his generation and until the Road to Damascus he was deeply respected by many of the Jewish leaders. His world was turned upside down when the Jesus followers he once pursued to kill and imprison became his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Now Paul, previously called Saul, is on a rampage to share the mystery of the Gospel to all who would hear it. He does so, not out of fear or timidity, but with boldness and great power. 
Lesson:
Two of the scariest places students can be challenged concerning their faith journey is at home and at school. It seems often that the people who know us best or the people we are trying to impress can cause a wellspring of doubt and apprehension. Sometimes we feel this fear because there are questions we are not sure how to answer. Other times it’s what appears as hostility we receive from students of other faith backgrounds. 
Regardless, it’s important to be able to do what Peter talks about in 1 Peter 3:15, “Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if you are asked about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it” (NLT). Students in our ministry share all the time how difficult it is to speak up at the dinner table, in hallways, the cafeterias, the athletic fields, or community organizations where they spend so much time. Paul here faced a similar challenge as often the very people he was sent to reach questioned his message and its relevance to their lives. It would have been easy for him to be like a turtle and crawl in a shell when things got tough. But we find that Paul stood boldly in those moments declaring a few things we must note. He first says that he was not ashamed of the Good News about Christ. This provokes the question, “Am I ashamed?” Most of us would shudder at the thought and may never say it with our mouths, but often at home and at school we say it with our actions. 
But watch what Paul says next, which is encouraging. He says that this good news is “the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes.” Paul understands that this message he carries is not just a great story, but it is the greatest story ever told, it contains within its very words the saving power for anyone who would believe in this Christ and this truth he is proclaiming. This power is beyond this world’s comprehension or understanding; it is the Word of God. Then he concludes by saying that it is for the Jew first, but also for the Gentile. If you know the culture Paul is speaking into, you are aware how bold a statement he is making. He is saying not only is he not ashamed, but this Good News transcends the cultural and religious divisions that have kept people from connecting and uniting. 
This message and story Paul carries transcends race, ethnicity, class, gender, etc. and it especially speaks to those who are often forgotten, overlooked, or misunderstood. Do you have any people like that around you who need to hear this story? If so, I challenge you not to be ashamed of sharing this Good News with them. As you do, remember, it is not just you involved, but it is the power of God at work, saving any and everyone who would believe. 
Challenge: 
1. Look through your contacts in cell phone or friend list on Facebook. Who do you know needs your prayers and needs to hear this story? What fears do you need to overcome as you prepare to share this amazing truth with them? Choose at least three people you will be intentional about reaching out to personally and sharing what you learned in this lesson.
2. Come back next time to hear about not only how we are all to share this amazing story, but how we are reassured as those who follow this God we serve. 


Youth Lessons - Week 5
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are Assured

Purpose:
To invite students to consider how secure believers are because of Jesus’ work on the cross and the comfort that comes from the promise of the Holy Spirit 
Text: John 3:16; 14:26-27, NLT
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”
26 But when the Father sends the Counselor as my representative—and by the Counselor I mean the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I myself have told you. 27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give isn’t like the peace the world gives. So don’t be troubled or afraid.
Introduction:
In the first section of John’s Gospel you find him revealing a myriad of “signs” to serve as part of his case that Jesus is the Christ. Instead of focusing on the man, prophecy, or historical relevance as other Gospels did, John assumes we have a strong theological understanding and simply wants to show us how Jesus fulfills the role as “the Son of God.” In the first passage Jesus is in a powerful exchange with Nicodemus, one of the religious leaders of his generation, about being born again. But in the second passage He is talking to His disciples about the work of the Holy Spirit in both their lives and ours today.
Lesson:
I personally grew up with a real affinity towards sports, but one guilty pleasure I must admit was my love of professional wrestling. My brother and I would pretend to be the latest and greatest wrestlers on television as we would convert our shared bedroom into an arena with a ring and turn buckles. Individual wrestlers were great to watch and to pretend to be, but there was nothing like having a great tag team. 
What I love about these passages is how they communicate that all three parts of the Trinity were and are at work, not only in the saving, but also in the sustaining of anyone who believes. They share how God the Father expressed His love by giving His only Son, how Jesus’ sacrifice provides access to eternal life, but also how the Father sends the Holy Spirit to comfort, teach and give peace to those who are actively pursuing their relationship with the Lord. 
I must admit, it is tempting to miss the profound implications of John 3:16 because many of us have heard it or seen it over and over, as some athletes have it tattooed on their bodies and fans have it plastered on posters at the pro wrestling matches.  No matter how casual we get with this passage, it still contains the most powerful revelation known to man and one of the cornerstone passages found in the New Testament. Eternal life is possible to anyone who believes in God’s only Son. 
What gives us assurance is that God did not depend on us to accomplish this, but He took this upon himself to do. When He said, “It is finished” on Calvary, He literally meant that everything that needed to be done to open the door for us to have a right relationship with Him had been accomplished. Once we open our hearts to Him, the next part becomes essential, which is understanding the role and power of the Holy Spirit and His activity in our lives.  
This second passage is loaded with so much that should encourage any follower of Christ. The disciples who had followed Jesus for years found themselves feeling lonely, isolated, and afraid, but this promise Jesus gave them would soon change everything on the day of Pentecost. This young, untrained, and unlearned group of men became the first leaders of the early church – not because of their intelligence or experience, but because they were willing to obey and follow the leading of Holy Spirit, living and active inside of them. Yes, some things you’ll have to do, some things you’ll have to face, but never forget the most important work has already been done by Jesus on that cross, which signaled the release of the Holy Spirit, who teaches and provides a peace this world can never provide. It is in this place of peace where we are assured of both God’s presence and purpose in our lives. From this place we have no need to fear.
Challenge: 
1. Take a moment and write down any questions, fears, or areas of concern you’ve found along your faith journey. The truth is we all have them. Once you’ve written down some things, begin to ask yourself, “What reminders do I need from the teaching of Jesus, that would help me face these fears and find peace?” It is the Holy Spirit’s job to teach and remind us of these things, not ours. Find a way to rest in God’s provision for you this week. 
2. Come back next time to hear about not only how we are assured, but how we must grow as followers of Christ.  

Youth Lessons - Week 5
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Grow

Purpose:
To teach students to resist the temptation of becoming complacent and to warn them against the divisiveness of false teaching when left unchecked.
Text: 2 Peter 3:18 (NLT)
But grow in the special favor and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be all glory and honor, both now and forevermore. Amen.
Introduction:
Second Peter is clearly a writing meant to serve as a warning to its readers. In earlier writings Peter encourages Christ followers who are in the midst of trials and persecution. These forces of evil were coming from the outside in. In this letter he turns his attention from outside forces to the internal enemies like complacency and heresy that are much more devastating. 
He challenges his readers to hold true to the uncompromising realities of the faith. One of which is the need to grow and mature every day, through every circumstance and to resist anyone who would distort the truth. Although it was written two thousand years ago, it rings true for any student who has made the commitment to follow Christ today. We know growth and maturity are a life-long process, an extension of God’s special favor to any who would believe. 
Lesson:
While I was in middle school I began getting involved in sports like football, basketball and baseball. When I was 12 I began having some aching pains in my knees. At first I thought it was soreness, but when it never subsided I thought perhaps something was wrong. My mother agreed and took me to our family physician. We were both nervous as we waited to hear his diagnosis. He performed a few tests and simply said, “He’s experiencing growing pains.” 
You could hear a pin drop in the room. He taught me a few stretches to loosen up my joints and then gave us our bill and sent us on our way. The whole way home I thought, “Growing pains, seriously?” At that age I thought surely growing should never be painful, but growing should feel natural. Sometimes growing spiritually is a lot like that. It is not comfortable, but often awkward as God sometimes stretches us before He blesses us. One of our tendencies, if we are not careful after we’ve given our lives to Christ, is to become complacent and satisfied with what is familiar. 
Peter pushes his readers and us to see how the Lord has provided both favor and knowledge for every believer to grow and mature. Part of this growth is meditating on God’s Word both day and night. Psalm 1 compares us to a tree that is planted by rivers of living water, whose leaves do not wither, and whatever such a person does prospers. It suggests that being in God’s Word each day is the most catalytic thing anyone can do to grow.  It also seems to suggest that trees that are not growing are probably dying. What is true of these trees the psalmist writes about is also true of us. 
Another great threat to our growth comes from false teaching or what is sometimes referred to as heresy in Scripture. Today, the word “heresy” is usually understood as unorthodox and/or false teaching that damages the faith of some Christ followers and creates division within the church. Some of these sorts of things existed in Peter’s time and we obviously know that they exist now. Often they represent partial truths which are sometimes more difficult to distinguish from blatant lies. 
Part of our growth comes as we learn to distinguish between what is truth and what is heresy. It is a special favor and a gift to have this knowledge of the Son of God. It is not something we should take lightly, but guard both our hearts and our ears from things that would distract us from the truth.  
Just as important as the plant’s growth is the process of removing the weeds that compete with the nutrients, water, and sun the plant is trying to receive. Heresy and false teaching can be like weeds that seek to choke off the growth happening in our lives. These things must be identified and eventually uprooted for our spiritual growth to happen.
Challenge: 
1. Identify some people you know who are growing spiritually. What are some of the things they are doing that contribute to their personal growth? Are there some weeds in your life that need to be identified and uprooted? What spiritual disciplines will you agree to practice for the next 10 days in an effort to avoid complacency and identify any false teaching? 
2. Come back next time to hear about not only how we must grow, but how we all must have a burden as followers of Christ.  


Youth Lessons - Week 7
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Must Have a Burden

Purpose:
To establish that every student who truly follows Christ carries a burden so great that it is impossible to carry alone. Therefore, God often answers prayers by using us to accomplish His plan.
Text: Matthew 9:37-38 (NLT)
He said to his disciples, “The harvest is so great, but the workers are so few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send out more workers for his fields.”
Introduction:
Years ago I heard one of the Greensboro Four talk about what happened the night before they used a non-violent strategy to sit-in at the Woolworth’s store counter in North Carolina on February 1, 1960. He described how many students agreed the night before that the next morning they would all meet up and go to the store together. Their desire was to make a local statement that would possibly help to reverse the racial segregation policies of our nation. 
When morning came only four freshmen students from North Carolina Agricultural State University showed up. He then said something I’ll never forget: “When you really have been called to do something great, sometimes the masses of people will not come.” When these four students sat down at that counter they stood up for something greater than themselves. They endured some harsh treatment by the staff and patrons of Woolworths, but they ignited something that would forever change the landscape of our nation. 
While not the first sit-ins of the Civil Rights Movement, the Greensboro sit-ins were a vital part of what happened next in our nation. The next day 20 students joined them at the counter and today what was once a segregated department store has now become The International Civil Rights Museum. I learned something extremely important that day that bears itself out in our Scripture today. When you carry a burden to do what is right, to live out your purpose, often the crowd will not join you. 
Lesson:
In this passage Matthew takes great care to show us that Jesus has moved from selecting and teaching His disciples to performing miracles and preparing to send them out to the lost and hurting. But before He does, He reminds them that although the call has been made for workers, very few will respond. The opportunity to reach many is great, but the willingness of the people to make personal sacrifices is pretty slim. It was true in Jesus’ day, it was true in 1960, and if we are honest, it is true today. The question one must ask is, why? Why would someone sacrifice so much, why would someone risk everything for what others run away from? It is because they carry within them a burden. Christ’s cause becomes theirs. As the songwriter says, “Their heart breaks for what breaks God’s heart.” 
Although one could argue that the disciples in the four Gospels are poor examples of what we would hope a Christ follower would exemplify, later in the rest of the New Testament we see them in a whole new light. After Jesus’ resurrection, ascension, and the sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we see an example of something so vital. We see the disciples, who later become the apostles, share the burden of seeking out the harvest spoken of here, with very little concern for the number of workers or what it would cost them personally. My prayer today is that you share that burden, that your prayer is that the Lord would send you and others out as well. 
For me, my burden is students who are lost, hurting, and need of direction. For you it might be something else, but God has called us all to honor Him with our lives, to share this amazing burden of reaching those who don’t know Him, and to make more committed disciples of those who do. 
Challenge: 
1. Take a moment to write down three things. What brings you joy? What makes you cry? What do you dream about? Locked up in your responses to these three are things/people God has given you a burden for. I challenge you to seek His heart for what might be the next step in the journey for you. 
2. Come back next time to hear not only about how we must have a burden, but how we are to go and make disciples and more committed disciples of Christ.  



Youth Lessons - Week 8
His Passion: Our Purpose

We: Are to Go and Make Disciples

Purpose:
To challenge students to live out the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great Commandment.
Text: Matthew 28:16-20, NLT
16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them still doubted! 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Introduction:
Jesus is preparing to ascend into heaven and sit at the right hand of the Father, but before He does He has one last opportunity to share with His disciples what He wants them to understand. Clearly what He has to say here is extremely important. He starts out reassuring them that although He died a gruesome and humiliating death, complete authority in heaven and earth had been given to Him. In other words, there isn’t anything or anyone greater than He is. 
As His followers they must have understood that this not only speaks volumes about Him, but it relays their new status as His committed followers. But then He transitions to what He expects them to do with this gift they have been given. He says they should “go” make more disciples of all people and baptize them as they had been baptized. He tells them to teach these new disciples to obey all the things He revealed to them. Then He says that He will be with them always, even to the very end of the age. When you read this, it is almost a roller coaster of emotion. They move from the joy of seeing Him and hearing that He has complete authority, to hearing that they have to go out to the very people who crucified Him to seek to make more disciples. 
Lesson:
At first glance what Jesus tells the disciples seems pretty simple: “Leave everything and make disciples of all nations. Go to people who don’t know about me, share my story, grace and love.” If you look deeper, however, you find that the word “go” translated here means something a little different than it appears. In the original Aramaic language this term means “as you go.” As they went, they were to make disciples. Yes, there are people and situations where it is necessary to go to the ends of the earth to make disciples, but what if it is harder for us to be missionaries in our own family and cultural context? This term “as you go” means that we should seek to make disciples as we go about our daily lives. As we go to school, make disciples. As we go to work, make disciples. As we go to the grocery store, make disciples. You get the point. 
When the religious leaders were trying to trap Jesus, He replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the other commandments and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments” (Matthew 22:37-40, NLT). Why bring up this passage in talking about evangelism that leads to discipleship? One reason is because it is impossible to teach others to obey all that Jesus commanded without including these two. Our prayer is that you do live out the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great Commandment. 

Challenge: 
1. One of the greatest assets for any Christ follower is to have a personal accountability partner, someone they invest in weekly and someone who consistently pours into them. Sometimes it a spiritual investment; other times it might be emotional encouragement or maybe even help them to think about things differently. Regardless, they are there to help build the other person up and vice versa. Do you have a personal accountability partner? If not, I pray you will consider including this as a part of your discipleship tool belt. Having a peer who walks alongside of you “as you go” through life making disciples can help you in holding true to what you believe and modeling it so that others can follow you as you follow Christ. 
2. Now go and make disciples and more committed disciples of Christ.  
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