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His Passion: Our Response
We: Are Assured

Scripture Focus: 
John 3:16
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 14:26-27
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
Sermon Introduction:

You look like someone whether you like it or not.  You look like someone without even trying.  It might be a parent; it might be a sibling; it might be an uncle or aunt.  It doesn’t take any effort to look like them and yet you do.  Beyond this, you act like someone.  Maybe not everything about them, but something.  Whether you like it or not, you act like someone. You act like someone without even trying.  It might be a parent; it might be a sibling; it might be an uncle or aunt.  It doesn’t take any effort to act like them and yet you do.  Discipleship is the same way.  Without any effort, you begin to act, think, speak in a certain way that is perfectly matched to what and who surrounds you and matters in your life.  Without any necessary effort you are the perfect disciple of the mashed up influences that have invaded your life.  

This brings a few questions: Do you know what these influences are in your life?  Do you know who or what shapes how you act, think, and speak??  Can you say who or what your life reflects?  Who or what have you allowed to influence you that you now wish didn’t play a role in your life?

It also brings a tension: Is discipleship worth it?  As a Christian, have you ever tired of feeling that you “look” the same even after effort to change spiritually?  Lack of change can sometimes feel like God is not interested in our spiritual growth.  Does it sometimes feel that God helps only part of the way and then wishes us the best down a difficult discipleship path?  

There are a few lies that emerge from these tensions and questions that we bring to discipleship.

1. God is not interested.
2. I’m too messed up to grow much.
3. I’ve changed about as much as I can change.
Each of these lies needs to be challenged.  We need to be assured in our discipleship—that God is interested; that no one is beyond God’s work; and that change is not only possible, but promised.  We are assured in discipleship.

Sermon Content:

1. We are assured because God loves the world. (John 3:16)
	
	James MacDonald suggests we think about only the first few words of this verse: For God so _____ the world.  What other words could go in the blank that reflect—whether rightly or poorly—an aspect of God?  Could we say, “For God so judged the world”?  God does judge the world—we need God to judge the world, but how would the story continue?  What would it mean if John had said, “For God so judged the world”?   Or perhaps, “For God so pitied the world.”  What would this do to the story?  Would it create something maudlin, sappy, and weak?

The exercise reminds us that God’s love for the world is a free act of God.  God is not compelled to love by an outside influence.  God is not in the world’s debt that he owes the world his love.  Karl Barth said, “God does not owe it to the world to love it.”  God’s love is God’s free choice.  God loves this world—the world that contains all the influences that have shaped you—and God loves this world—the world that contains you!  We are assured in discipleship because God loves the world.


2. We are assured because God gave us Jesus, the Son (John 3:16b)

God’s free choice of love for the world takes its shape from the free expression of God in Jesus Christ.  Theologian John Webster said, “God elects to be this God, God in this man, God known in and as Jesus Christ.”  What is amazing about Jesus is that Jesus never gave up on anyone.  Jesus never encountered a person for whom he had no hope.  Perhaps his greatest frustration came precisely with those people for whom he had the most hope!

God’s free choice to love takes shape in the pronouncement of Jesus’ peace (John 14:27).  

a. The peace of Jesus is ongoing, persistent, abiding.  Jesus does not want our discipleship to be about guilt, fear, and punishment.  Discipleship is a journey—a challenging, tough, and rugged journey—but a journey of peace.

b. The peace of Jesus is corporate.  Rather than strictly an individual peace, Jesus’ peace is for the church and, thus, a responsibility of the church.  


3. We are assured because God sent us the Holy Spirit (John 14:26).

The ongoing and communal nature of Jesus’ peace is affirmed because God sent the Spirit.  The Spirit guides the church and forms the church.  Thus the Spirit is the personal agent of Christian discipleship.  The Spirit makes possible our relationship to Jesus and is the nurturing presence of God in the church.  We sometimes think that becoming aware of our sin is a discouragement, yet the Spirit guides us into truth and truth includes knowing our sin.  Without the Spirit, we would be oblivious.  Yet the Spirit does not wish us to remain aware of our sin, but transformed through the process of discipleship.


Application:
1. We are assured in discipleship through Personal Obedience.  
We grow in discipleship and understanding of the peace of Jesus through obedience to Jesus.  We only learn the peace of Jesus as we learn the love of Jesus and we learn the love of Jesus as we believe and obey his Holy Spirit.  The dynamic relationship of love and obedience is that each fuels the next.  Love leads to obedience (John 14:15) and obedience leads to deeper understanding of love from God (John 14:23).  What is God calling you to do?  As the basis of your obedience, do you believe that your obedience leads to greater understanding of the love of the Triune God?

2. We are assured in discipleship through Pronouncing Jesus Words.
How do we speak to others?  How does your current speech reflect discipleship?  Jesus pronounced peace on his church and promised the Spirit would bring his words to mind (John 14:6b).  Proclaiming peace is an ongoing part of our responsibility.  Is praising God a part of your regular conversation with Christian friends?
Consider this.  In our New Testaments, we have grown accustomed to Christian language.  A typical greeting in first century letter would have been simply, “Greetings.”  Yet, in each of Paul’s letters and both of Peter’s letters, these early church leaders greeted the church with “Grace and peace.”  The grace and peace of God—the free gift of God’s love, God’s Son, and God’s Spirit—is the foundation and form of discipleship.


Conclusion:

Christian discipleship does not just happen.  Christian discipleship is the relational process and nurturing of one’s commitment to Jesus as Lord and Master.  In seeing the free act of God’s love, shaped in the gift of Jesus, and nurtured in the presence of the Spirit, we are assured in discipleship by the action and life of the Triune God himself.  
How do I know?  Because someone will tell you, “God’s peace be with you” and either begin or continue the path of discipleship for you and for them.

[It would be appropriate to have another “Passing of the Peace” or Spiritual Greeting at this point in the service.  Perhaps have people bless one another, encourage one another, share a word of praise to what God is doing in your life with another brother or sister in the church.]
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