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His Passion: Our Response
We: Must Grow

Scripture Focus: 

2 Peter 3:18

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.


Sermon Introduction:

“When that class is over, throw that textbook in the garbage.”  I remember a friend of mine sharing the advice he had received from a mentor in the Christian faith.  This may have been wise advice had the textbook been out of date, in error, or misguided.  But it wasn’t.  It was a theology textbook from a reputable theologian dedicated to the faithful expression of the faith passed down to us from our spiritual forefathers.  There was nothing wrong with the book.  Instead, there was fear in knowledge.  

	Notre Dame professor and historian Mark Noll captured it best: “The scandal of the evangelical mind is that there is not much of an evangelical mind.”  What Noll meant is that Christians like you and me and the tradition to which we belong—people who love Jesus and want to see God active in our lives and in our world—are not always showing this love by how we use our minds.  We love God with all our hearts, with all our souls, with all our strength and we hope it makes up for not always loving God with all our minds.  

	Why is this the case?  Why are we afraid to love God with our minds?  Why is there a scandal?  Why do we, at times, fear knowledge?

	Scripture gives us a few reasons:

1. Knowledge can be alluring (Genesis 2:8-9; 3:1-7).  
a. Adam and Eve were tempted away from obedience with the promise of knowledge.  

2. Knowledge can be a source of pride (1 Corinthians 8:1)
a. Paul warned that knowledge can inflate the self rather than serve others.
3. Knowledge can be ineffective and unproductive (2 Peter 1:8)
a. On its own, knowledge will not accomplish anything.  Instead, knowledge needs other assets in partnership to be effective and productive in the mission of God.
But the answer is not to throw the textbook away.  The answer is not to fear knowledge.  The answer is not to persist in a scandal of the mind.  The answer is to add to our knowledge.  Specifically when we are talking about discipleship, we are commanded to grow not only in our knowledge of the Lord Jesus, but in his grace as well.  
Peter says to us, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  So what does discipleship that is marked by both grace and knowledge look like?  Why are we to grow in grace and knowledge?

Sermon Content:

When grace and knowledge are combined…

1. …We are secure in our faith
a. Peter’s words start with a contrast: But grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus.  Peter’s whole letter is meant to root and establish a secure people in even deeper security in faith (1:10-12). Peter knows that knowledge of Christ is a source of divine power (1:3) and that it can also be ineffective.  But when knowledge of Christ is combined with grasping the grace of Christ, there is security of faith.  Peter does not want his hearers to be carried away by other people’s errors (3:17), so he urges them to grow in grace and knowledge.  
b. Peter says to grow in grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus.  Growing both in grace and knowledge means understanding both the depth of my own sin and the power of Jesus’ grace. Growing in grace and knowledge means understanding more greatly my need, but also more fully God’s salvation.  Do you worry about your salvation?  Have you committed your life to Christ and yet worry if he will be faithful to you?  Then you need to grow!

2. …We get to know Jesus personally
a. Peter earlier warned that his hearers could be ineffective and unproductive in their knowledge of Jesus (1:8).  It’s strange, but it’s true: You can grow in your knowledge of Jesus without knowing Jesus.  But you can also know Jesus better by knowing more about Jesus.  Knowing about Jesus includes knowing about the culture he grew up in (New Testament and its history); it means knowing about the story Jesus held to be true (the Old Testament); it means knowing what others who have known Jesus have said and thought about Jesus (church history); it means knowing about the God that Jesus entrusted his life to (theology).  All of these are tools to knowledge of Jesus.  And when knowing Jesus is combined with knowing about Jesus, there is a growing personal knowledge of Jesus.  Paul said that he considered everything rubbish to the sake of knowing Christ Jesus as Lord (Philippians 3:8) and Peter knows that the key to knowing Jesus personally is by growing in grace and knowledge.  If you want to have the same attitude as Paul toward Jesus, then you need to grow!

3. …We are empowered for activity
a. Knowledge is connected with the very active responsibilities of the Christian community (2 Peter 1:5-7).  Grace and knowledge combined is about active lifestyle extending the grace of God and the power of God into our world through the knowledge God gives us of himself (2 Peter 1:2-4). If your faith isn’t active, then you need to grow!

4. …We have a true burden 
a. Peter urges us to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus.  To submit to Jesus as Lord is to take on his burden.  In Matthew 11:30, Jesus invites everyone to take on his yoke and his burden for his yoke is easy and his burden is light.  Growing in grace and knowledge means having what really matters be what really matters in our lives.  It is not whether or not you will have a burden; it is whether your burden will be life giving and give you purpose or if your burden will be life taking and weigh you down.  When you grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus, you understand his burden.  If you have a burden for things that don’t really matter, then you need to grow!

5. …We bring glory to Jesus
a. Peter’s encouragement to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus ultimately stirs Peter to bless Jesus!  To Jesus be glory both now and forever!  Why would Peter be inspired to bless Jesus?  Because Peter knew what it meant to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus.  In growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus, Peter had become more himself as he was meant to be in Jesus.  Peter knew—knew the whole way through him—that Jesus’ grace extended to Peter’s own betrayal.  I imagine this allowed Peter to forgive himself.  Jesus’ grace so overwhelmed Peter that Peter could not but forgive himself.  As a result, Peter was no longer the betrayer he had been.  He had become a key leader in the early church, willing to die for Jesus.  Peter praised Jesus because he knew that Jesus had changed his life as he grew in grace and knowledge of Jesus.

Application:
	
Proverbs 19:2 says, “It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way.”  Without grace, knowledge can be a source of pride.  It can be ineffective and unproductive.  But what about grace without knowledge?  What about a desire to love without knowledge?  A Doctor may wish to care or heal, but without knowledge of the illness they will be limited.  A teacher may wish to train and instruct students, but without knowledge they will be limited in doing so.  A mentor may wish to form and shape a protégé, but without knowledge they are not really a mentor.  Without knowledge in these circumstances, the best intentions are at a loss.
The same is true in showing grace and love.  Without knowledge in Christ, grace and love are misshapen and misapplied.  Without knowledge, grace and love can cease to be grace and love.  Without knowledge, grace and love can become aiding and abetting in self-destruction and enabling in unhealthy behavior.  Without knowledge, grace and love cease being grace and love and become harmful attitudes and action.
For the disciple of Christ, grace is the power, the drive, the activity of knowledge and knowledge of Christ is the content, the value, the wisdom of grace.  They always go together.  Which is key for you?  Do you need to be reminded of the grace of Jesus in your life?  Do you need to study more about God and learn more about Jesus to grow in your knowledge of Jesus?  How do you need to grow?
	
Conclusion:

	There is one final word to our verse: Amen.  It seems that Peter realizes he is near the end of his life (2 Peter 1:12-14).  We take seriously the final words of a dying man, and we ought to treat Peter’s last words with the same intensity.  Of all the things he wishes to pass on, he wants his people to grow in grace and knowledge.  Yet he is so convinced that this will be the case that he signs his letter with the pronouncement: Amen.  God make it so!  His letter has finished with a word of prayer.  And that would be appropriate for us today.

[At this point in the service it would be appropriate to have a pastoral prayer or a prayer of commitment for those wishing to make a step of faith in growing in grace and knowledge. It would also be appropriate to have signups for discipleship courses soon to be starting in your church.]
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