	Type of Feminism


	Definition of

Problem
	Proposed Solutions
	Spheres Addressed
	Representative Writers
	Distinctive Contributions
	Distinctive Problems

	Liberal Feminism


	Male dominance

Rooted in irrational  prejudice, expressed in unjust discrimination
	Extend liberal ideals of autonomy, equality, self-fulfillment to women equal opportunity in work, education, politics
	Political educational

(some economics)
	John Stuart Mill

Mary Wollstonecraft

Betty Friedan

N.O.W.
	Attention to equality, opportunity, women’s capacity for reason, etc.
	Denial of gender difference take male as paradigm, assumed social structures were workable for women’s involvement

	Radical Feminism
	Male dominance rooted in men’s control over meaning & practice of sexuality & procreation
	Transformation of family; challenge patriarchal religion, culture, symbols; change reproduction so women in control
	Familial/gender religious; cultural (issues of violence, battery, prostitution, pornography)
	Mary Daly

Shulamith

Firestone

Adrienne Rich
	Attention to shaping power of culture & religion, concerns with violence toward women

Attn. to gender difference
	Less attention to economic & political issues; emphasis on woman centered culture & religion

	Marxist Feminism
	Women’s oppression rooted in larger class struggle; oppressed because excluded from public production, work
	Transformation of economic system; socialization of domestic labor
	Economic
	Friedrich Engels

Eli Zaretsky

Juliet Mitchell

(early)
	Recognition of importance of economic sphere, critique of power

Relation in capitalism
	Overlooks issues of sexual relations, pornography, culture; underestimates importance & value of family & its connection to work; socialism does not significantly improve lives of women

	Socialist Feminism


	Women’s oppression rooted in male dominance in production/work & reproduction/sexuality
	Transformation of public and private spheres
	Economic

Familial

Political

Religious

Education

(psychoanalytic)
	Alison Jagger

Iris Marion Young
	Recognition of complexity, interlocking character of injustice (race, gender, class) attention to gender difference
	Comprehensive critique of all spheres of life

	Christian Feminism
	Women’s oppression, male domination rooted in Fall, human sinfulness
	Conversion & transformation of life based on vision of God’s kingdom characterized by love, justice, equality, mutuality
	All
	Mary Stewart
Van Leeuwen, etal., Christians for Biblical Equality
	Emphasis on mutuality; liberation & servanthood; commitment to welfare of men & women
	


From Jagger, Feminist Frameworks; Van Leeuwen, After Eden; and Tong, Feminist Thought. This table was compiled by Dr. Christine Pohl, Asbury Theological Seminary.
